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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS IN IRELAND. 



1 DUBLIN. 



LIMITS. 



COUNTY OF THE CITY OF DUBLIN. 



I. LIMITS. 

1. THE City of Dublin is a County of itself; its limits have continued without material Limits. 
alteration for several centuries. 

They are defined In one of its earliest charters, granted by John Earl of Morton and By Charter. 
Lord of Ireland, a. d. 1 192, and are therein referred to as “ the boundaries perambulated 
on tlie oaths of honest men of the city itself, by the precept of King Henry his father.” 

The same limits are confirmed to the citizens by a subsequent charter of John, when king 
of England, in the year 1200. They are also the subject of an inquisition taken by per- 
ambulation _ in the first year of Edward III., a.d. 1308, and the forms of “ridiiythe 
franchises ’ in later years are extant, in which the course of perambulation is fully detailed 

By an Act passed in the second year of Henry VII., not printed in the Statute Book 
hut given in the Appeiich-ii to Mr. Lynch’s work on the Law of Election in the Ancient 
Cities and Towns of Ireland, the townland of Little Cabragh, in the county of Dublin, was 
made part of the franchises of the city of Dublin. 

The boundaries of the city were not until lately deHned with sufficient accuracy for 
many practical purposes. The uncertainties relating to them occasioned the introduction 
of a_ Bill into tlie Irish Plouse of Commons in 1713, to have them ascertained with more 
precision ; but it did not pass into a law. However, in the year 1787, the 17, 18 
Geo. III. c. 47, was enacted. This statute enabled the lord chancellor to issue a 
commission of perambulation, to ascertain the boundaries between the county of the city 
of Dublin and certain parts of the county of Dublin; and in the year 1793, by the 
6Jth section of the 33^ George III. c. 56, the chancellor was further empowered 
to issue a similar commission to ascertain the mears and boundaries between the county of 
the city and “any adjoining county.” The county of Dublin is tlie only county adjoining 
that of the city. Ihe same section recites that a commission was then actually depending. 

Charges are made in the grand jury presentment-sheets of the period, for defraying 
the expenses of the commission, as authorized by tlie Acts, and copies of inquisitions taken 
under it are among the records of the corporation. They are also noticed in a subsequent 
Act, 54 Geo. III. Loc, & Pevs. cap. ccxxii., for ascertaining the boundaries of the parish of 
St. Mary. ^ 

^ There is a map, in the city grand jury room, of “ the boundaries of the county of the 
city of Diibih), as ascertained by the commissioners of perambulation.” It bears date in 
the year 1807, and being ordered by the grand jury, and made by the city surveyor, may 
be looked upon as an authentic document. 

The limits of the county of the city, so ascertained, extend on the east as far as the Black 
Rock, a village distant about five statute miles from what may be considered the centre of 
the cit}', as built upon, and include a narrow strip of land along the south-western shore of 
the bay^ of Dublin. In the south-west and northern directions they run very irreo-ularly, 
varying in distance from the same imaginary point, from somewhat more than a quarter 
of a mile to two miles and a half. On the north-east they extend to Ballybough Brido-e, 
where they again meet the shore of the bay, and are continued along it beyond Clon- 
tarf. The limits are said to embrace such portions of the shore as are included within 
the utmost distance to which a man on horseback can, at low water, throw a dart into the 
sea. 

These limits are perambulated, triennially, by the lord mayor and other corporate 
authorities, and the ceremony of “ throwing the dart” performed at different points, to 
mark the boundary. 

_ The limits of the county of the city differ very considerably from those of the modern 
city of Dublin, llie large parish of St. George, comprising one of the wealthiest districts, 
ana part of the parish of Grange Gorman, to the north of the River Liffey ; parts of the 
parishes of St. James’s, St. Catherine’s, and St. Nicholas without, the entire of St. Luke’s, 
and part of the wealthy parish of St. Petei*, to the south; including streets forming con- 
tinuous portions of the city, and containing nearly a sixth of its entire population, are 
outside the limits of the corporate jurisdiction, while the villages of Donnybrook and 
Llonskeagh, and part of the Black Rock, at a considerable distance from the city, are 
.within them. 

2. All the portions of the foregoing parishes,' which lie within the road called “the By Boundary Act. 
Circular Road,” are, for the purposes of the elective franchise, included within the city by 

the Boundary Act, but there are a few streets outside the Circular Road still without the 
city, and deemed for all purposes in the county of Dublin. 

3. The present lines of boundary between the city and county of Dublin, as perambulated. By Police Act. 
aie very irregular and inconvenient ; in some places passing through private divelling-houses 

generally, more or less unequally, intersecting the public streets. The 
difficulties, incidental to this state of things, in the administration of criminal justice, have 
been remedied by the 57th section of the Dublin Police Act, 48 Geo. III. c. 140, which 
enacts, that all treasons, felonies, misdemeanours, crimes, and offences, done or committed in 
any place situate in, or upon, any part of the Circular Road, or in any place within the limits 
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circumscribed by that road, shall be prosecuted and tried in the same courts, in all respects, 
as if committed within the county of the city of Dublin, and shall be laid in any indictment 
to have been committed within the county of the city of Dublin, and that the Circular Road, 
and all places lying .within it, shall be, and be deemed and taken to be, part of the county 
of the city as to the prosecution, apprehension, and trial of all persons charged with such 
crimes or offences. 



The 58th section of the same Act makes the wall of the Phcenix Park the boundary, in 
place of the Circular Road, in that part where the road is interrupted by that wall. This 
occurs for a short space on the west side of the boundary. 

4. There have been controversies, from a very early period, between the officers of the cor- 
poration and the lords and seneschals of the several manorial jurisdictions, which exist in part 
within the city limits, as to their respective boundaries and powers. These disputes are 
still unsettled, and are productive of public inconvenience in some parts of the city. They 
are again noticed in the branch of this Report which relates to those jurisdictions. 



5. The following parishes and parts of pai-ishes ai'( 
county of the city : — 

St, Andrew, 

Anne, 

Audeon, 

Bridget, 

Catherine, (part of) 

Grange Gorman, (part of) 

James, (part of) 

John, 



comprised within the limits of the 

St. Mark, 

Michael, 

Michans, 

Nicholas within, 

Paul, 

Peter, (part of) 

Thomas, 

Werburgii, 



and the deaneries of Christ Church and St. Patrick. 

We subjoin the “ metes and bounds” from the charter of King John (note 1), and .the 
form of riding the franchises, as pdnted for the city authorities (note 2) 



II. CHARTERS. 

6. The Charters granted to the citj’ of Dublin are very numerous, and date from the 
iiivasion of Ireland iu the reign of Plenry II. There is not evidence of the existence of 
municipal authorities previous to that event.; but the corporation claims a title by pre- 
scription, and has frequently relied on it in practice. Their charters, from the earliest 
period, are well preserved in the custody of the town-clerks in the city treasui'y. 

7. The first charter is a grant by Henry II., made at Dublin, but without date (1172 
or 1173), to the men of Bristol, of his city of Dublin, to inhabit and hold of him and his 
lieirs, with all libertie.s and free customs which the men of Bristol had at Bristol, and 
through all his territory. This gi-ant was confirmed by John, when Lord of Ireland, in 
the lifetime of h:s father. 

Note (I.) “Ex parte orientali de Dublin & Austi-ali parte pasturam q. durat usq. ad portam 
ecclie sci. Keyvini &sic p. viam usq. ad Kilmerekaregan & sic p. divisamterreDunebrock usq. 
ad Dother & de Dother usq. ad mare scilicet ad Clarade juxta mare ad Rennynelanin occiden- 
tali parte de Dublin ab ecclia sci. Patricii p. vallem usq. ad Karnaniloneginethe & exinde usq. 
ad divisaro terre de Kilmenan & ultra aquam de Kilmenan juxta Avenelith usq. ad vada de 
Kilmehanok & ultra aquam de Avenelith vsus Boream p. Enocneganuhoc &deinde .usq. ad 
orea see. Trinitatis & de oreis illis usq. ad furcas&sic p. divisam int. Clunlith & Crinan 
usq. ad Tolekan deinde usq. ad eccliam see. Marie de Housmanbv.” 

Note (2.) A Stirvey of the City Liberties. 

Beginning at the old Custom-house, you go down Essex Street and Temple Bar, to the 
east end of Lazer’s Hill. 

From thence across tlie strand to Ringsend. 

From thence to tlie watermark where the dart is thrown. 

From thence southward to the Black Rock*. 

From thence westward to the corner of Merrion Church-yard*. 

From thence round the south wall of said Church-yard to the west, and through the 
fields to the west end of Mi\ Connolly’s garden, and in front of his house on to Lady’s Well, 
on to Simmon’s Court, rear of the officesj into the road, near 'the old castle. 

From thence southward by a great ditch to the old road to Bray, and along the same till 
it crosses the present road to -Bray, and along by the south-east boundary of the Half-moon 
Field, to the south coi-ner of the weir in the river Dodder, along said river to the bridge of 
Clonskeagli, and under the eastmost arch thereof to the mill of Clonskeagh, and through 
said -mill. 

From thence to the eud.of a Jane*, called Clonskeagh I^ane, and along said lane to Miltown 
Road, along said roadmorthward near the house of John Rivett, and thi-ough gardens to the 
Swan Wator.and along the SwaaWater to Doimybroek .Road, and along said road north- 
w'ard to the front of the toll-house, and across the canal by an old watercourse into Leeson 
Street, and along Leeson Street to the south side of Mr. James Moran’s house, No. 5, south- 
west side of Leeson Street. 

From thence, between the houses of Mr. Moran, No.. 5, and Mr. Thomas Byrne, No. 6, 
to Lard Clonmel's lawn, by the wall of saidJawn at the rear of St. Stephen’s Green. to 
north side of Counsellor Driscoll’s house, No. 17, Harcourt Street. 

From thence across .Harcourt Street to Counsellor Sankey’s house, and by the rear of the 
Note. — Where this * appears a Court is called. 



Charters. 



Henry II. 
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rlt7oVtM” fharter” s>=pre3sly uDdei- the antho- 

specting particolar customs used ill Bristol and to^favl inquired re- 

the authorities of that city. We have found in«ta of them from 

Sr4ir l-s - s:; 

,ol. 81. from the Stenre «rip!r a,rf L ' hl'l i" 

gesses of Dublin that they should be nun of toll mid ' Hemy gianled to his bur- 

through Ms whole land of EnMand n! 1 ’a" 5r r®'- all oustoms 

and their goods should come, “and should have -d/d ' Ireland, wheresoever they 

customs hilly and honourably as L hee an^ acquittances, and free 

them in those things eontrary'to that d:aLT„„ pl'rf 

Eariof'MoLmglS!’o^^mS^^^^ J”'"’. <l>en Lord of Ireland and John, Earl of 

M^r aZst“:i:amrr“iis 

^riwrei::, dm^ ttL\\.s'Z; 

llirough John's whole land 7d doi’n , ° 

their chattels in Dublin (a nowe™ f ‘‘“'f"'" '‘“I'' •>!■ 

Record Court, and stated to be fo i7ed o^t his ^ '>7™'/** of attachment from the City 

custom ofthe’oity, of debts leM i“ the eh, oL I d'^^ “,h according to the 

citizens may have all their reasonable guilds, i*^ h??nrgSLf If ' b,/' 

customcd to have. It srants to thpm o'l fi,i . ^ “Lugesses ot Biisiol had or were ac- 

aforesaid boundaries, to dispose of at their without the walls to the 

messuages, and to hold them in free bureas-e and^''bhpV^^f 

grants to them all lands and waste niacef rontnbiP^rf’^^^K 

LirboundaLT'''’'^ ZtalT toTe'SS 

contatned m the las, -mentioned charter, with the addirio„dir:,iTtlSe“M'’,hrS^ 

seu^iside of Protestant Row to Kevin's Port-, 

From thence aloncr the middle of Redmond’c tint „ *i 
along the rear of the south side of Bishop Street to Kevin*Strr d”t Street, 

at the corner of Kevin Street and Brlde^Street alono Rr’d S'’ “ ••■c bouse 

Alley, and tailing in Mr. Stephens's house, coimer 0 ®Bu fllfcv' Il„n° 'r ?rT,T 

ahont W ,„hes, then turns Icstwlllh 

to Byl™■s'HUl.“'°SI!^hIME\Tmg'^? “''"‘f titl' thereof, and on 

•>'= ”tr^l3Lt''Er^orth"rn^ 

large round stone* in Sir William Worthmo-Mn’cs Bauack, crises the Lilfey to the 
From thence along Conyngham Road to tlfe Parlor Conyngham Road, 

pelher Hill, and aloL thl fearT of tbo ^ ^ ^ f end of Mont- 

several gardens at thf rear of AAonr HnrtoNo”°23 m“sE through 

end of Manor Street. From thence to a 1 ij f„o f ® ' 1"='”^ *'>c ““h 

From thence, through tire middle of .1, ®h i N»'’>>ury's gate, Cabra •, 

Grange Gorman Lane* *m“sc with the sign of the Sheaf of Wheat, to 

Const!- 

Stone '1=. vnuicn totieet, and along Constitution Hill to the Broad 

“Ortbwarf bE“fe rad o'f a *c Hd® ™ ft® ’IVall, and thence to the 

»lrv‘EsrcE„“G;i:;ti;Si^ 

‘''Som "li^ ™ “tf t£ mffl otSLnyToTEn™^*'? B"®'g®. ‘b® 
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Richard II. 

Claim of Cog- 
nizance. 



4 KEPOETS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON 

wUho::^ to the citizens of Dnblin cer,ai„ p,lv, leges »e,gn mer- 

chant’s, and that they may have their reasonable giulds as the burgesses of B . 

tn It is one of the articles of the great charter of Ireland, granted by Heiny III. in the 

to the citizens of Dublin. By the brst, dated the win j , o 1 ^. 

and John, leserving pie Kpo-inmno- at the vigil of the Invocation of the Holy 

in this charter were at various tunes granted by the 0 -pri.vard IV oart of it was 

aiid it ivas finally reduced by the grant of 18 Charles II. afterwards noticed. 

The two other charters of Henry la me dated SeV, a“;:d « 

::riSs”^^s“:d‘^l-er:r£‘^I.,a^ 

- kme of .he con. 

’“ll'. Thrl“l of Edward II. consist of a confirm.tiorb in the tarth year of h;y'=W’ ' gj 

stt:,"rienfd'Jr.f Se 4rr.Vthon to’ the .nay. and ba.liffsjor^.ahrng wr.hont 

leave of the king 4A for ejeiy--™^ day (the 8lh 

to take such toll fo ^ ^_c T1 1 and the first of them stales the consideration 

;?dtnino„s,.o 

Sr^Tliml ■ X^:'e:.«:r'ort,™ mltl: in thVti?e,f.h year of Iris reign, prohibiting 
some enactions, of the king's officers and others, in the houses of the citizens. ^ 

1 2 Edward III in the first year of his reign, confirmed the charter of John, and at the in- 

mmmmm 

iTSom and land of iXd, and the king's dominions. There are eztant several temporary 

murage and pavage grants by Edward II. and 111. ^ -r., j iTf nqfSs'i 

Bv n further charter 'dated the 22d November, in the 37 Edward III. (1363), 

iiiiiiilggSI 

pgg|si,fe£!^£HS 

°'’l3. Richard II. in the second and eighteenth years of his reign confirmed many of the 

'“Tr’lntt”!.* year of Richard II. (1380), the Cognizance of Pleas ^Xp'rLXpffie 
charters was claimed by the mayor and commons of the city, telied o P P y 
right to such cognizance from time immemonol ; they ‘'<1 »" Charter of confirmriion 

the privileges of Bristol, the several charters of John and ^emy JI •, 

of Edward I., without date, the charter of confirmation of Edwaid 11., . .u- t„.geventh 

ward III., containing similar privileges to those conferred by his chartei ^ . pf 

X of ltis teign. already stated, and on an Act of the Parliament of England m the first year 
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Edward III. They also set forth a record of a similar claim allowed on a writ of right bronglit 
f PdlTn " 'rT" j-tices of the bench, in the thhteenth year 

the charters o'nhe kings ofl'nJZ ” 

Richard II., by writ to his Lieutenant of Ireland, ordered the claim to be allowed. 

15. The charters of John and Edward III. were confirmed by Henry IV in the second Henry IV. 
year of his reign fI400), who also In the fourth of hi, reign granted thit the mayor aTliil 
successors might haye a sword borne before them as the mfyof of London had. ^ 

16. Henry ^ “ charter of the seventh year of his reign (1419), granted that the Henry V 
mayor and bailiffs for the time being should be justices of the peace and justiA of 
labourers with non-intromittant clauses against any other justices; that the mayor shL°d 

be escheatoi and clerk of the market, and that the mayor and commonalty should, in support 
of the fee-farm of the city, have all lands, tenements, &c. forfeited as^scheai witSKe 
■rfUl^and oteM for escapes 

■tne fifth and again in the twentieth, years of bis reign, and in the first Henry VI. the ch.i’tej 
of confirmatron of 2 Henry IV. was approved and confirmed by the king, by the advice 

and assent of the Parliament of England. ■' 

18. In the first year of Edward IV. (1461) the charters of John, Edward IIL, and Henry Edward IV 
V., were approved and confirmed by that monarch and the Parliament of Ireland held at 
PJaas, in that year. ’ 

. '?• rr ®'c°"‘'j'ccr of his reign (1484), created the mayor and recorder Eichatd III 

justices of Oj'er and PenTimer, and gaol delivery, within the city, its suburbs and franchises, 

•as well by land as by sea, and on the fresh water, with liberty to have and keep the city gaol 

“““ “f Edward III., Edward IL.aiid John, weri Hear, VIII, 
sconfirmed by Henry VIII. _ In the thirtieth year of his reign (1538) Henry VIII in 
consideration of their services in defending the city against the rebellion of Thomas Fitzcperaid 
grpted 10 the mayor, bailiffs, citizens, and commons, the site and estates of the dis'solved 
priory of All Saints, m the counties of Dublin, Meath, Kildare, Louth, Tipperary, and 
Kilkenny and elsewhere in Ireland, at the yearly rent of 41. 4s. Oid., and released them for 
oVn supporting the city, from ilie sum of 69^. (is. Sd. part 

ot the marks a-j^ear reserved by the charter of the 13 Henry III. 

A considerable portion of the present estate of the corporation is held under this grant. 

21. Edward VI., in the second year of his reign (1648), confirmed the charter of Henry Edward VI 

VIII. and the grant of the priory of All Saints. ^ wawara vi. 

He also in the same year granted to the mayor, bailiffs, commons, and citizens a new Counlv ot the Cilv 
charter of incorporate^ creating the City and its suburbs and liberties a County of itself, by first cr^eated, and ^ 
County of the City of Dublin, and constituting the Sheriffs successors Sheriffs, 
to the baili^ in dieir corporate, capacity. The sheriffs are empowered to hold their county 
courts on 1 uesday, from month to month, and all former liberties, &c. are confirmed to the 
corporation. 

22. In the first and second Philip and Mary, the last-mentioned charter of Edward VI. Philip and Mary • 

was confiimed, and a confirmation and explanation made of the grants of escheats contained ^ 

in the charter of the 7 Henry V,, before noticed. 

23. Elizabeth, in the eleventh year of her reign (1568), granted to the corporation, in fee- Elii-abetli 
farm, several tenmnents, parts of the possessions of the dissolved monasteries of the Viro-in 

Mary, and Saint Thomas the Martyr, or Thomas Court, at the yearly rent of 40/., and a ifne 
ot 8Ut- every 21st year. 

And Jn the twenty-fourth (1581) confirmed the charter of Edward VI., and all former 
grants made by the kings of England, to the mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens, or their 
predecessors, and granted to them the office of Admiralty, wheresoever the sheriffs of the city 
might lawfully receive custom between Arklow and Nanny Water (limits comprising several 
miles of sea-coasU, jurisdiction and authority of .Admiral to belong to the mayor for the 
line being, Ihis grant also confers some commercial e.xemptions and privileees not now 
01 importance. ® 

seventeenth year of Charles I. (1641), reciting the charters of Charles I 
second Kichard UI. and second Edward VI., already noticed, and that the mayor, bailiffs, 
commons, and citizens had from time immemoriaf, by long and usual custom, elected 
wen y-ioui of the commons and citizens to be aldermen ; this monarch granted that the 
mayor, recorder, and six senior aldermen who had served the office of mayor, should he 
JUS ices of the peace within the city, and that they or any four of them, of whom the mayor or 
recorder should be one, should be justices of Oyer and Terminer and gaol delivery. This 
lar er gives to the mayor and aldermen, or the major part of them, the government of the 
appointment of the governor, and confers on the mayor the 
title ot lord, and on his wife that of lady. 

™°‘t 3 rcb, in the fifteenth year of his reign, regranted to the corporation the 
1 the dissolved monasteries of the Virgin Mary and St. Thomas, which had been given 

y Elizabeth, as already mentioned, with some other denominations ; considerable 

derived under tliese grants; the rent reserved by the grant of 
narles is 32/. IO 5 ., and no mention is made of any fine. 

M. a I. ^ p 
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25. Charles II., in the thirteenth year of his reign (1661), granted to the mayor of the city 
the honorary privileges of having a cap of maintenance worn before him, as the mayor of 
London had, and wearing a collar of S. S. He also, in the fourteenth year of his reign, granted 
to the mayor the office and command, establishment and pay, of a captain of a company of 
foot- and in the seventeenth, granted to the mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens the ferry 
over the Liffey, with power to take a fee of a halfpenny of every passenger. 

In this last year, Charles II. also granted to the mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens an 
annuity of 500^. per annum for ever, charged on the certain and casual revenues of Ire- 
land • and, in the eighteenth, reduced the several fee-farm rents, payable by the city, and then 
stated to amount to 69/. 18^. 1 Ud. to 20/. a-year. Among these rents are mentioned a rent 
of 7s. 6d. for the custom called the Tollboll, and a chief rent of 2s. bd. out of the iholsel. 

In the twenty-third year of his reign Charles II. granted the charter of the Blue Coat Hos- 
pital, afterwards stated in the part of this Report relating to that charity. 

By letters patent, dated 4t!i September, 28 Charles II. (1676), this monarch granted and 
conhrmed to the lord mayor, sheriff’s, commons, and citizens, the customs called the customs of 
the gates for things brought into the city or suburbs, there to be exposed to sale, and also for 
such things as should be carried out of the city. These letters, alluding to the murage and 
pavage grants already noticed, recite that several of the kings and queens of England had 
been pleased to grant to them charters for taking those customs of the gates for the portage, 
murage, and pavage of the city, and that doubts had then lately arisen of the validity of those 
charters. They contain a proviso, that the proffts of the customs for seven years should be 
disposed of to such public uses for tlie benefit of the corporation as the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland thought fit. 

The Earl of Essex, then lord lieutenant, and the Privy Council, accordingly appointed that 
for the period of seven years 100/. per annum should be disposed, out of the profits of the cus- 
toms, to the repairs of the old stone bridge and the then new bridge, and such other neces- 
sary uses, 'or work in and about the city and suburbs, as the lord mayor, aldermen, and sheriffs 
might think fit; and that the remains of the profits for that period should be applied towards 
erectin'^ a new bridge from the land, near the then custom-house, on the south side of the 
Lifl^ey,^ the land of St. Mary’s Abbey, on the north (the site of the present Essex Bridge). 

26. Except the charters of James II., presently noticed, the only remaining royal grants of 
importance we have found made to the city of Dublin are by George II. who, in the 
first year of his reign, on the petition of the lord mayor, sheriffs, commons and citizens, added 
to the justices of the peace all aldermen who had served the office of mayor, or been excused 
from serving it on payment of a fine ; and, in the thirteenth, granted to the corporation autho- 
rity to hold a free m-arket for corn every Monday and Thursday weekly, and to take to their 
own use the tolls and customs of the market. 

27. The charter of James II. bears date the 27th October, in the third year of his reign. 
It is not recognised by the corporation, though said to have been once pleaded by their 
town-clerk. In his attempts to remodel the corporations in England and ^ Ireland, 
King James proceeded by writs of quo warranto agaiiist_ several of them, including 
that of Dublin, and, as might be expected in that distracted reign, no successful opposition 
appears to have been given at the time. Those writs were brought in the Court of Exchequer, 
and, although followed by judgme»t,seizing all the liberties and franchises of the corporations 
into the king’s hands, it is plain from the decision of the House of Lords, in the case of 
Drogheda (Rex v. Peppard, 2 Brown’s Parliamentary Cases, S2l), that the judgments were 
void, and, that unless followed by actual and full acceptance by the corporations, the charters 
founded on those judgments have no operation. It is remarkable that the statute of the 
Parliament of England (1 William and Mary, sess. 2, c. Q), declaring void the proceedings 
against the Irish corporations, and the new charters granted in Ireland by James II., never 
received the sanction of the Irish legislature ; but we do not consider this circumstance as 
materially affecting the considerauon of the present question. And though, for a brief period 
during the reign of James II., acted on by the individuals named in it as corporate officers, 
and still preserved among the archives of the corporation, and some parts of the modem 
practice are conformable to its provisions, we think that this charter cannot be considered 
to have now any validity, or to have been in fact operative since the Revolution. 

It seems therefore unnecessary to detail its provisions, which are very comprehensive and 
minute, containing some of the regulations of previous charters and ordinances, apparently 
derived from the then constitution of the body corporate, as to the number and mode of 
election of corporate officers, and members of the corporation, with others introducing new 
members, such as free burgesses, and regulations which are not known to the present con- 
stitution : we think it sufficient to observe, that every trace of popular principles was care- 
fully excluded from the plan of municipal government proposed by this charter, the whole 
governing power being vested in a council, consisting of the mayor, twenty-four aldermen, 
and forty-eight free burgesses; the aldermen and free burgesses holding for life, and all 
vacancies in its members being supplied by self-election of the council ; even the elective 
franchise in returning members to Parliament was confined to the select body. 'I he power 
of making freemen of the corporation and its guilds was limited to them, and a discretionary 
power of removing the mayor, recorder, aldermen, free burgesses, and other officers, was 
vested in the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland. This charter is printed in the 
Appendix to the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons in 1823 on the local 
taxation of Dublin. 

28. On a considerat'ion of the several charters we have noticed, and the numerous arrange- 
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ments and details of the corporation of the city of Dublin, it cannot be said that there is any 
governing Charter. In fact, the present constitution is founded partly on the provisions of 
several of them, partly on usage and ancient customs, partly on the New Rules made in the 
25 Charles II.. and principally on the enactments of the Statutes 33 Geo. If. c. 16, and 
II, 12 _Geo. III. c. I, which will be separately noticed in the course of this Report in 
connexion with the particulars to which they relate. Numerous patents of inspeximus of 
the charters, by successive monarchs, are among the records of the corporation, which we 
have thought it unnecessary to particularize. 

29. There are twenty-five incorporated Guilds or companies of trades existing in the city 
of Dublin. They are all connected with, and in some respect form parts of, the general 
corporation, which is commonly distinguished from them as the corporation of “ the'city at 
large. The following Report will show the* nature of the connexion between the guilds and 
the general corporation. '] he charters of these companies and the particulars of their re- 
spective constitutions form the subject of a separate portion of this report. 

The following are the trades thus incorporated : — 



Merchants, 

Tailors, 

Smiths, 

Barber-Surgeons, 

Bakers, 

Butchers, 

Carpenters, 

Shoemakers, 

Saddlers, 

Cooks, 

Tanners, 

Tallow' Chandlers, 
Glovers and Skinners. 



Weavers, 

Shearmen and Dyers, 
Goldsmiths, 

Coopers, 

Felt Makers, 

Cutlers, 

Bricklayers, 

Hosiers, 

Curriers, 

Brewers and Maltsters, 
Joiners, 

Apothecaries. 



All, except the guild of merchants, are usually called minor guilds. 



III. CORPORATE BODY. 



30. The Title of the corporation of Dublin is, “ The Right Hon 
Sheriffs, Commons, and Citizens of the City of Dublin.” 



ourable the Lord Mayor, 



31. The Officers of the corporation who are constituent members of it are 
The Lord Mayor, ’ 

Two Sheriffs, 

24 Aldermen, 

144 Common Council Men ; consisting of 
48 Sheriffs’ Peers, and 
96 Representatives of the Guilds. 



Of the other officers the following are connected with the administration of justice: 

Recorder, 

Coroners, 

President of Court of Conscience, 

Town Clerks and Clerks of the Peace, 

Marshal, 

Water Bailiffs, 

Sergeants at Mace, 

Secretary to the Lord Mayor, 

Register of Lord Mayor’s Court, 

Register of Court of Conscience, 

Bailiffs of Court of Conscience, 

Crier of the Quarter Sessions Court, 

Governor of Newgate, 

His Deputy, 

Keeper of the City Marshalsea, 

Keeper of the Sheriffs’ Prison. 

The following are ministerial : — 

Treasurer, 

Accountant, 

Architect, 

Surveyor, 

Law Agents, 

High Constable, 

Sword Bearer, 

Mace Bearer, 

Officer of Commons, 

Clerk of Commons, 

Staff Men. 

B 2 



ClTARTEItS. ' ’ 

New Rules. 

Statutes of G-eo. II. 
and Geo. III. 



Incorporated 

Guilds. 



Corporate Body. 
Tide. 

Classes andOffieers. 
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The officers connected with the markets are, 

Deputy Clerks of the Markets, 

Inspector of the Hay Market, 

Clerks or Weighmasters of the Hay Markets, 

Weighmasters of Butter Cranes, 

Weighmaster of the Green Hide Crane. 

The remaining officers are those belonging to the Pipe-water Establishment; they are^ 
Masters of the Works, 

Engineer, 

Store Keeper, 

Book Keeper, 

Inspector of Collectors, 

Collectors, 

Supervisor, 

Overseer, 

Inspector of Turn-cocks, 

Turn-cocks. 

32 The number of the Freemen is not ascertained, but is generally estimated^at about 
4000. There were about 1900 registered under the Reform Act, to February 1834, as voters 
resident within seven statute miles of the place of election. The number of non-residents, 
and of residents not registered as voters, is considerable. At the contested election, held in 
May 1831, the number of freemen who voted was 2459. 

33. The Lord Mayor is elected from the aldermen. By the New Rules' in the 25 Charles II. 
the rio-ht of election of the lord mayor was confined to the lord mayor and aldermen, eight 
aldermen being always present. This w'as altered by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, sec. II, which 
requires, that “ the name of the person elected by the lord mayor and aldernien shall be 
returned by them to the commons of the common council for their approbation, without 
which he shall not be capable of serving ; and, if the commons reject or disapprove of the 
person so returned, the lord mayor and aldermen shall, from time to time, elect another person, 
and return the name of tlie person so elected to the commons for their approbation, and so, 
from time to time, until the commons shall approve of the person returned.” 

The office of lord mayor is very seldom contested. There is in form an election by the 
lord mayor and board of aldermen in the following way : T^ie names of the three senior aider- 
men of the juniors, that is, of those who have notserved tlie office oflord mayor, are written in 
an election book; those three aldermen then retire from the room, and the election is pro- 
ceeded with in their absence, the names of the remaining aldermen being called over, begin- 
ning with the junior present, and each, as called in rotation, signing his name in the book 
under that of the person whom he wishes to be elected. The name of the person having the 
majority of votes is then inserted in a return, which is signed by the lord mayor and sent 
dowm to the commons. The alderman next in rotation to the acting lord mayor is usually the 
person elected by the board, unless he should wish to be passed over. It rarely happens 
that the person so returned to them is rejected or disapproved of by^ the commons. But in a 
few instances the latter body have succeeded in obtaining the election of the alderman pre- 
ferred by them, by successively rejecting every other sent down by the lord mayor and 
aldermen. 

The election of the lord mayor appears to be almost the only branch of the internal 
arrangements of the corporation which has become the subject of especial public notice, and 
as, on the principal occasions on which it has been matter of controveiEy, it seems to have 
attracted at the time much of public attention, and to have led to investigations on the con- 
stitution of the corporate body, and the legal right of its constituent members, it maybe 
convenient here to state the most important particulars of those contests. 

The practice of having three aldermen put in nomination, as at present, for the office of 
lord mayor, appears to be very ancient ; but in the latter years of the reign of Queen Anne 
an attempt was made to establish a right in the lord mayor for the time being, to nominate 
the three candidates, and to compel the aldermen to elect one of the three so nominated. 
This attempt was supported by the Irish Government of that period, and led to a violent 
and protracted contest between the lord lieutenant and pi-ivy council, acting on the powers 
of approval or disapproval given to them by the New Rules, on the one side, and the 
board of aldermen on the other. 

It was at first attempted on the part of the former to establish that the senior alderman 
who had not served the office of lord mayor, technically described as “not having 
passed the cushion,” was of right entitled to be elected lord mayor — a position which if 
sustained would at once have made the election a mere form. This point was got rid of by 
the corporation by the repeal of some ancient bye-laws which appeared to support it ; but 
the claim of the lord mayor alone to nominate the three candidate aldermen became the 
subject of very serious proceedings, and led to the agitation of a further question. Whether 
the lord mayor might hold over, beyond his year of office. 

The proceedings on this occasion were obviously connected with the views of the then 
great contending political parties of the State. The account we have of them is that given 
by the finally predominant interest, on the accession of George I., and must therefore be 
liable to those deductions, to which, however unimpeachable the individuals by whom they 
are prepared, all political statements are to some extent subject. 
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The questionable parts of the statement we allude to have reference only to the motives 
and objects of tlie actors in the ti-ansactioas it describes. The details, which relate 
to the subjects connected with this part of our Report, derive corroboration from the 
subsequent practice in corporate elections. 

The history of the contest is given at great length in the account above referred to, 
namely, the Report, in the year 1716, of a Committee of the Irish House of Commons, 
specially appointed to investigate the subject. This Report, accompanied by numerous 
documents, is published in the Appendix to the third volume of the Journals of that 
House, p. 78. The nature of the contest, and the evidence afforded, on that occasion, of 
the ancient constitution of the corporation, in many particulars will, we think, be most 
conveniently shown bj giving such extracts from the Report as appear to us to be con- 
nected with those subjects. 

This document, after a brief reference to the charters of Henry II., John, and Edward 
III., proceeds to state, that, by a bye-law in Richard III.’s time, it was ordered, amongst 
other things, that the jurees, i. e., the aldermen, shall meet on every Holyrood day to name 
one of themselves to be mayor, from the feast of St. Michael then next ensuing, for the 
space of one whole year : and if the person so named come not to the election of mayor 
as he was named on Holyrood day, according to the law of the said city, which hath been 
used of time that no mind is, to pay 20^. : and if any juree shall absent himself on Holy- 
rood day without reasonable cause, he shall have no election on Michaelmas: provided 
that no juree, that shall be chosen mayor and serve for a year, shall be elected within three 
years after without his own assent; and that at Michaelmas assembly, 2 Edward VI., it 
was ordered, that the mayor for the year past shall go with the mayor of the city for the 
time being, to begin from Michaelmas, and so from Michaelmas to Michaelmas continually 
for ever : that afterwards, at Easter assejnbly in the 11th year of Queen Elizabeth, a bye- 
law was made, whereby it was enacted, “ that to eschew contention that yearly ariseth 
upon election of mayor, every alderman shall keep his turn for bearing the charge of 
mayoralty according to antienty, and ail laws, ordinances, establishments, licences, grants, 
and orders, heretofore made or granted to the contrary hereof, shall be by authority of this 
assembly revoked, repealed, annulled, and utterly frustrated and void that this bye- 
law which estal^hed the succession continued in force till Christmas assembly, 16.52, when 
a bye-law was made reciting the last-mentioned bye-law in the llthof Queen Elizabeth, 
and that the election of a mayor by the mayor and aldermen, with the assistance of such as 
by that assembly should be concluded upon, will be more agreeable to the original consti- 
tution of the corporation in the point of election of their yearly mayor, and recites 
further that the commons desired the assembly to lay down a course therein: and the 
said bye-law orders and directs, that the mayor be thenceforth yearly elected from among 
such of the aldermen as have not borne the office of mayor in their ow'ii right, or in default 
of such, out of the aldermen at large, to be made according to ancient custom of the city 
by the mayor and aldermen calling to their assistance the sheriffs and sixteen of the 
commons then present, to be appointed by the sheriffs : and that bye-law further orders, 
that the mayor shall thenceforth be elected at such times as anciently have been accustomed, 
in such manner as in the petition is desired, provided there be three of the aldermen that 
have not served in their own right, to be nominated by the mayor and aldermen, put in 
election; and, if there be not so many, then out of the aldermen at large : which bye-law 
continued not long in force, for at Easter assembly, 1657, a bye-law was made, by which 
it was ordered and enacted, that every alderman who had not borne the office of mayor in 
his own right shall keep his turn for bearing the office and charges of mayoraltj^, according 
to his antienty successively ; and all laws, ordinances, establishments, and orders theretofore 
made to the contrary are annulled thereby : that from 1657 till the making of the New 
Rules in 1672, the bye-laws of succession again took place, except in two instances, one of 
Alderman Richard Cooke in the year 1663, the other of Sir Daniel Bellingham in 1664, 
each of whom were excused from serving in their turn, and the law of succession was, by the 
said Acts of Assembly, dispensed with in the said cases. 

The Report, after stating the publication of the New Rules for Dublin, and the subse- 
cj^uent course of pi'oceeding as to the mode of election, sets forth the claim of Alderman 
Robert Constantine, in 1711, to be chosen lord mayor, of right, as the senior alderman 
who had not passed the cushion ; and the Committee reported, that it further appeai'ed 
to them, that, in order to remove all colour of objection for the future, the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and common council, the I5tli day of May, 171 1, at a very full assembly, duly 
summoned in the usual manner, and by the proper officers, consisting of the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and about eighty of the commons, the whole number of the commons being 
about 106, made a bye-law, which recites, that one bye-law made at Michaelmas assembly, 
in the fifth and sixth years of King Philip and Queen Mary, which enacted, that the mayor 
of the city should, the year after his mayoralty, be made master of Trinity Guild, and also one 
other bye-law made, the 1 1th of Queto Elizabeth, which bye-law is before set forth, were 
found inconvenient in restraining the freedom of elections ; and the said bye-law enacts and 
ordains, that the said recited bye-laws are thereby repealed, revoked, annulled, vacated, 
and abrogated, and that all other bye-law or bye-laws, or ordinances whatsoever thereto- 
fore made, whereby the right or manner of electing mayor, or master of Trinity Guild, is 
restrained, limited, circumscribed, abridged, or directed, and every clause or article therein 
are repealed, revoked, and abrogated to all intents and purposes. The Report then states 
six several elections of lord mayor and sherifis in 1711, all disapproved of by the lord lieute- 
nant and privy council, and that, on the 1st day of October, an act or order was made of the 
then lord mayor and board of aldermen, importing that it was the undoubted right of the 
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CORPORATE BODY, nj^yor and aldermen to elect such of the aldermen of the city to the mayoralty as they 
should think fit, without regard to seniority or juniority. The Report then gives a long 
and particular detail of the controversy which ensued, but which itis unnecessary to intro- 
duce herej and concludes with a series of resolutions, of which the following only are now 
of importance : — 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the senior alderman, who had not 
served as mayor, had not any right, by charter, usage, or bye-law in force in the city of 
Dublin, as such to be elected lord mayor. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that the right of nominating the three 
persons to be put in election for the mayoralty is in the lord mayor and aldermen pf the said 
city, and that the aldermen are in no sort restrained in the choice of the succeeding lord 
mayor to one of the three persons nominated, or proposed to be put in election, for lord 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that the lord mayor of the city of 
Dublin hath not any right by charter, usage, or bye-law, in force in the city of Dublin, 
to hold over beyond the year for which he was elected. 

The statute 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. II, already stated, does not interfere with the form 
of election of the lord mayor by the lord mayor and board of aldermen, but makes their 
choice expressly subject to the approval or disapproval of the commons. 

No further important contest respecting the election of the lord mayor arose until some 
years after this Act was passed, namely, in the year 1790. 

The Irish Government, in the year .1.786, succeeded in passing a Bill for the better 
establishment of the police of the city of Dublin, which vested in the lord ljeutenpt very 
extensive powers in the appointment of commissioners of police and divisional justices, 
which were to be chosen from the magistrates of the city; and the aldermen being in fact 
the only permanent magistrates, the Act gave an important influence to the Government in 
the corporation by its exercise of the power of appointment. 

The Police Bill, on this and other grounds, became an object of the most violent hostility 
on the part of the citizens, and it appears that eighteen of the guilds pledged themselves 
not to vole for any citizen to serve in the common council, who did no^reviously to the 
election take and subscribe a solemn test that he would not vote for an^roan to be lord 
mayor who was a commissioner of the police. 

An occasion arose for acting on these principles on the election of a lord mayor in the 
year 1790. On the 16th April in that year the board of aldermen returned to the com- 
mons the name of Alderman James, a commissioner of police, as chosen by them to be lord 
mayor. The commons proceeded to a ballot, and Alderman James was rejected by a 
majority of four. 

The board of aldermen then sent down successively the names of seven other aldermen, 
who, being objectionable on similar grounds, were all rejected by large majorities. 

The board of aldermen not having sent down any other name, the commons adjourned 
to the next day, and the lord mayor entered their hall, and declared that he dissolved the 
assembly. 

On tfie next day the sheriffs and commons assembled, and elected Alderman Howison to 
be lord mayor, and. returned his name to the privy council. The board of aldermen, on 
the same day, met and elected Alderman James, an'd made a separate return of his name to 
the privy council. Counsel was heard before that assembly, and the lord lieutenant and 
privy council sent both parties to a new election. 

A post assembly was accordingly held on the 27lh May, when the lord mayor and board 
of aldermen again returned the name of Alderman James to the commons, who again 
rejected him. The lord mayor and board of aldermen then sent a message to the com- 
mons, to know “ on what ground, or for what cause, the sheriffs and commons had disap- 
proved of Alderman James to which the latter body replied that thej', acting according 
to law, did not think it incumbent on them to assign any reason for rejecting him. The 
board of aldermen did not send down any other name, and both houses met the next day, 
when the slieriifs and commons re-elected Alderman Howison, and the lord mayor and 
aldermen re-elected Aklennan James, and the names were severally returned to the privy 
council as before. 

The lord lieutenant and privy council again sent them to a new election, which took 
place on the 23d June. The lord mayor and board of aldermen again returned the name 
of Alderman James to the commons, who again rejected him by a majority of two to one. 
The board sent another message to demand the reasons of objection to Alderman James, 
which was answered, as before, that the commons, acting lawfully, did not conceive them- 
selves bound to assign any reasons. Both parties met again the following day, when Aider- 
men Howison and James were again elected by the respective bodies as before, and returned 
the third time to the lord lieutenant and privy courvcil. 

The question on these double returns was argued at great length before the privy council, 
and the principal point which appears to have been discussed was, whether, under the 
33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. II, the commons were at liberty to reject the alderman sent to 
them by the board, without assigning any reasons for the rejection. The difficulties which 
must necessarily exist in assigning reasons for the decision b}' ballot of a large assembly, 
and ill determining at the’ moment on the validity of the objection, with the want of any 
provision as to the persons by whom such determination should be made, were strongly 
urged on behalf of the commons. The privy council, however, without assigning any 
reasons for their judgment, appi-oved of Alderman James. The lord chancellor, Lord 
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Clare, in a speech afterwards made by him in the House of Lords, declared, that, when 
double returns had been made, it had been always considered as almost matter of course to 
approve of one of the parties returned, and that by this means the question was put into 
a situation of being tried at law, and that the decision of the lord lieutenant and council 
was of no authority whatever : if Alderman James’s election was illegal, that decision did 
not affect to legalize it, but merely put it in course of trial before the proper tribunal. 

The question was not finally brought into a court of law : Alderman James, yielding 
either to the legal difficulties urged against his election, or to the force of popular feeling 
so strongly directed against his appointment, finally retired from the contest ; and tlie 
commons have ever since exercised tlie power of disapproval, without assigning the 
grounds of objection to the aldermen returned to them, or being called on by the board 
of aldermen to do so. “ 

The last occasion of a contest for the office of lord mayor occurred in the year 1820. 
The lord mayor and aldermen on that occasion sent down succes.sively the names of several 
aldermen, whom the commons rejected, and the lord mayor and aldermen finally declined 
to send down the name of Sir A. B. King, whom the commons wished to elect, and 
retired from the assembly. The commons, under the power conferred by the IStli section 
of the Act, met on the next day, and elected Sir A. B. King; and this election was con- 
firmed b}’ the lord lieutenant and privy council. 

In case of the death of the lord mayor during his year of office, it is provided by 
the statute 11, 12 Geo. III. c. 11, s. 69, that the aldermen shall assemble within two 
days after such death, and elect an alderman as locum-tenens, who shall have all the 
powers before vested in the lord mayor, and be capable of presiding and summoning the 
members of the corporation for the election of a lord mayor in place of the deceased. 

The 70th section requires the person so elected locum-tenens to proceed to such election 
of a new lord mayor within fourteen days after the death of the late lord mayor ; and, in 
failure of his so doing, his power and authority shall immediately cease and determine, and 
the aldermen and commons may elect a lord mayor without his presence or concurrence, 
and issue summonses in the name of the town-clerks, or town-clerk, for the purpose of 
holding such election. 

The same statute, in s. 68, empowers the lord mayor, by warrant under his hand and seal, 
to appoint one of the aldermen to ofliciate as his locum-tenens during his illness or necessary 
absence. 

The being an alderman is the only necessary qualification required for the office of lord 
mayor. 

It is a provision of the New Rules, 25 Charles II., that the name of the person elected shall, 
within ten days after the election, be presented to the lord lieutenant and privy council for 
approval ; that he shall not be capable of serving until approved ; and if not approved within 
that time the corporation shall proceed to a new election, and present the name of the person 
elected, as before, and so from time to time, until they shall have chosen one that shall be 
approved of. 

Fines, discretionary in amount, were formerly imposed on persons refusing to serve the office 
oflord mayor when elected; an instance occurs of such a fine, in the year 1603, so high as 
2000^. : this has not been the practice in modern times. 

It appears to have been formerly the custom for the lord mayor on the day of his election 
10 enter into a recognizance in 1000^. to appear on the next Micbaelmas-day to undertake the 
office. 

The lord mayor on his election pays a sum of twenty guineas to the Blue Coat Hospital. 

The lord mayor is sworn into office before the lord lieutenant of Ireland, according to 
the provision of the charter of 15 Henry III. The oath, by the statute 17, 18 Geo. flL, 
c. 44, may be administered by either of the chief justices, or any of the other justices of 
the courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, in the absence of the chief baron of the 
Exchequer. Power was given by the charter 37 Edward III., as already stated, to the lord 
mayor and commonalty of the city to swear in the lord mayor, unless the lord lieutenant or 
some baron of the Exchequer should be in Dublin at the time, before whom, then, such oath 
was to be taken. 

34. The aldermen are elected for life from among those who have served the office of sheriff, 
called sheriffs’ peers. The mode of election is as regulated by the 33 Geo. II., c. 16, s. 10, 
which requires the lord mayor and aldermen, or the usual quorum of them, oo a vacancy, within 
the usual tune of filling such vacancy (whic)i is twenty-one days), to nominate four sheriffs’ 
peers as fit persons to serve the office of alderman, and return their names and additions to 
the commons, who sliall elect one of the four to the office. 

It is complained of that the apparent power of selection thus given to the commons is 
defeated, and the election of aldermen substantially vested in the lord mayor and aldermen, 
by the latter returning only the names of candidates preferred by them, with those of 
persons not seeking and known to be unwilling to accept the office, or unlikely from age to 
e elected to it. This is an obvious consequence of the power of nomination given to the 
ord mayor and aldermen. The only' mode the commons have of defeating it is, by electing 
one of the four vvho it is known will not accept the office, and instances of this nature have 
occurred. 

There is not any qualification in respect of property required in the aldermen, nor any fine 
on a person elected refusing to serve the office. 

Every alderman on being elected is expected to provide an entertainment for the common 
council. He pays also a sum of 400/., of which 100 guineas is for the Blue Coat Hospital, 
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and the residue applied to a fund called the Junior Aldermen’s Fund, which is set apart for 
the repairs and einbeliishment of the Mansion House. The entire expense on election is 
about 600/. 

An alderman elected lord mayor does not lose his office of alderman, save during his 
year of office as lord mayor. There are, in fact, always twenty-four aldermen, besides the 
lord mayor for the time being- 

35. The election of the sheriffs was, by the New Rules, 25 Charles II., vested exclusively in 
the lord mayor and aldermen; but an important alteration M’as made in this respect by the 
33 Geo. II. c. 16, wliich regulates the present mode of election. 

By that Act, s. 9, the commons of the common council are, at the usual time of electing 
sheriffs (which is at the Easter assembly), to nominate eight freemen of the city, resident within 
the city or adjoining liberties, each worth, in real or personal estate in possession, the sum of 
2000/. over and above all his just debts, as fit persons to serve in the office of sheriff, and 
shall return the names and additions of the persons so nominated to the lord mayor and 
aldermen, who shall elect two persons out of the eight so returned to be the sheriffs for the 
ensuing year, — from the usual time of entering on the office (which is at Michaelmas) ; — and 
in case of the death of a sheriff in office, or his resignation or removal, the commons on such 
vacancy shall, within the usual time of filling such vacancy, nominate four freemen of the city, 
qualified as aforesaid, and return the names and additions of such four to the lord mayor 
and aldermen, who shall elect one thereout, to serve in the office during the time the person 
in whose room he shall be elected ought to have served therein. 

By the New Rules, the sheriffs must be approved of by the lord lieutenant and privy council, 
in the same manner as we have noticed in respect to the lord mayor. 

The power of nomination thus given to the commons enables them, to some extent, to 
vest in themselves the election of sheriffs, by adopting the practice complained of in the 
nomination of persons for the office of alderman by the lord mayor and aldermen, and 
returning the names of their favourite candidates, with those of others so objectionable as to 
induce the lord mayor and aldermen to elect, as of course, those preferred by the commons. 
This course accordingly is stated to have been pursued by the commons on some occasions. 
It is a bye-law of the corporation, that an oath shall be administered to those persons whose 
names are returned to the lord mayor and aldermen, that they have not agreed to appoint any 
particular person under-sheriff. 

By the statute 33 Geo. IJ. c. 16, the sheriffs should possess the qualification of being 
worth, in real or personal estate in possession, the sum of 2000/. (of the late Irish currency) 
over and above all their just debts ; and by Act of Assembly the persons whose names are 
returned to the lord mayor and aldermen ought to be first sworn to their possessing the 
qualification. If any candidate present at the time of election should refuse to be sworn he 
would be rejected ; but it is not a ground of objection that the candidate is not present at the 
election, and thus by being absent he is allowed to avoid taking the oath ; and it appears that 
latterly individuals have served the office without having taken it. There is no other mode 
pointed out of ascertaining actual possession of the required qualification, and, considering the 
importance of the office and the responsibilities attached to it, the existing regulation in this 
respect seems very inefficient. 

The qualification of residence within the city and liberties is not by the statute required to 
have existed for any period prior to the actual time of election. 

The office of sheriff has not in practice been confined to mercantile men. Some late 
slieriffs have been officers holding commissions in the army. 

The office of sheriff being introductory to that of alderman, and conferring on the person 
W'ho has served it a permanent place in the common council, care is generally taken to elect 
individuals possessing the political principles of the corporation, which are avowedly exclusive 
and anti-catholic ; and as a test of his opinions, unless otherwise sufficiently known, the 
candidate for the office of sheriff has been required to engage that he will propose, at his civic 
entertainments, a political toast which has long been considered a pledge of those principles. 
When the functions and duties of the office of sheriff, and the very extensive powers vested 
in those filling it, come to be considered, itwill be obvious how injurious to tlie administration 
of justice the effect must be, of the suspicions which (however upright and impartial the 
conduct of individuals) must attach to their performance of those public duties in the minds 
of the great body of their Roman Catholic fellow-citizens, and of those of other persuasions 
who are opposed to the political views of the corporation. 

A freeman elected to the office of sheriff may become a sheriff’s peer without actually 
serving the office, on paying a fine of 500/., of which 100 guineas is given to the Blue Coat 
Hospital. 

From a very early period fines, varying in amount, appear to have been imposed on freemen 
elected sheriffs who refused to serve the office. The highest sum has been 500/. The 
payment has been sometimes submitted to, but at others resisted, and no instance was shown to 
us of proceedings having been taken to enforce it. Persons have been allowed to decline the 
office on payment of nominal fines, and some, who had previously refused to accept the office 
at all, have escaped without paying any thing. There seems much uncertainty as to the 
nature and exercise of the power. 

Each sheriff on his election is expected to pay 100 guineas to the Blue Coat Hospital. 
This payment is rarely declined or objected to, but some instances were stated to us of sheriffs 
who refused to make it, on the ground of their having been forced into the office. 

A representative of a guild in the common council, elected sheriff, vacates his place as such 
representative. 
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It is a provision of the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 12. that within two days next after the elechon 
of alderman or sheriffs, the town-clerk shall cause a list of the names of the several persons 
returned hy the lord mayor and aldei-men to the commons, as lit to he chosen aldermen, and the 
names of the persons returned by the commons to the lord mayor and aldermen as fit to he 
chosen sheiiff^ to be posted on the T holsel. Four Courts, Parliament House, Trinity Colleee 
and Market House distinguishing the names of those elected ; and on the SntuHay nfxt 
after such posting, shall cause the like list to be printed in the Dublin Qaaette and two^ou'er 
public newspapers, at the expense of the corporation. 

This regulation IS not now observed, save by posting the lists at the Assembly House and 
thrpmposlTb’oth""’“ '' ° e-isLce, served 

By the same statute, s. 13, it is provided, that if either the lord mayor and aldermen or the 

commons shall omit or refuse to assemble at or within the usual tiiiiM, for the electiim the 

lord majoi and aldermen and sherigs respectively, or, being assembled, shall omit or rSfuse 
what IS thereby leqiiired to be done by tbciii respectively for election and appointment of the 
said offlceis, then the commons, in case such default shall be in the lord mayor and aldermen 
or the a Mermen, if the default shall be in the commons, or the usual quorum of them resoeS 
tivey shall and may, without any summons for the purpose, assemble at the Tliolsel o 1 the 
next following dny (not being Sunday), or if Sunday, then on the Monday next following and 
a eel die sard officers respectively as the case shall require; and every siich election so^made 
shall be valid and effectual to all intents and purposes 

We have noticed instances of the exercise of the power given by this section to the 

commons, on the occasion of the election of lord mavoi-: u w tne 

36. The CommonCouncilmen are those who have served the office ofsheriff, called sheriffs’ 
peers ; and representatives elected trienniallv by the several guilds of the city. By the first 
section of 33 Geo. IL c. 16, the number of skriffs’ peers is not to exceed forty-eigL, and in 
piactice theie are not so many. There were thirty-five on the 1st January, 1834, of whom 
foul had become sheriffs peers without serving the office, on payment of a fine The 
number of the representatives of the guilds is ninety-six, in the following proportions 



Trinity Guild or Guild of Merchants 
Tailors 
Smiths 

Barber-Surgeons 
Bakers 
■ Butchers 
Carpenters 
Shoe-makers 
Saddlers 
Cooks 
Tanners 

Tallow-chandlers 
Glovers and Skinners 
Weavers 

Shearmen and Dye 
Goldsmiths 
Coopers 
Felt-makers 
Cutlers 
Bricklayers 
Hosiers 
Curriers 
Brewers 
Joiners 
Apothecaries 



31 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

4 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

3 

2 

4 

2 

3 
2 
2 
2 

4 
2 
2 
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tat?vc'JoTt'tf‘’‘' “uj™ of peers and represen. 

Byfc fourth f I ,h ? for Dublin were made in the yeai- 1672 

MhofNr I period of election was fixed at three years, commencing with the 
same rule n continued' without interruptfon. The 

cominrte double ,h ’ b ‘f-o g"iMs should, at each period of election, eLt and 

mmes by tim mast S'*' °fp'“'“‘“ “snally chosen out of each guild and present their 
Presence^of oL fit, J ^ ‘° *0 lord mayor, who should, in the 

ont rf the tiTo “O'* ol the aldermen before the 24tli December, elect 

each such gu^ld ^nd°n *0 oommon conncil for 
tlie guild f nt of wht ith ''“Of?''® l'appsn>ng by deatli or remoyal in the three years, 
to th* IL ^ person dying or remoyed was elected should present two ihers 

eIertonetosei?;e ’foirthfjmrndtottS^;^ 

apd wa dirSiirtlh”''’"™™ ?'■ ,o'of“"'f of “■'y gaHd so to nominate, or of the master 
the time ap mb, ed r'l ® "“"l-ated by the guild, in manner and at 

the connciF‘wp?e refusal of the pyson nominated or elected to serve as member of 

jl/ Q 'f'eie einpoweied and required some time after the last day of November and 

■ ' C 
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CORPORATE BODY, t^g -24th Decembei', every three years, to elect out of the guilds so failing the 

accustomed number to serve for such guild in the common council. r.n . j 

The 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 2, materially altered these provjsions, m favour of the indepen- 
dence of the guilds, by taking away all powers of election from the lord mayor, and 
declaring that the guilds, instead of electing and returning double the number of persons 
usually serving for each guild, should for the future elect the number of persons, and no 
more, which each guild are entitled to have as their i-epresentatives in the common council. 
The euilds are however to present the names of the persons elected to_ the lord mayor 
within the usual time ; and by sec. 3, any master or wardens of a guild refusing or neglecting 
to return the names of the persons elected within the accustomed time, maybe disfranchised 
by the common council, and the clerk of the guild shall make the return in their place 
with the like liability to disfranchisement, on refusal or neglect by him to make such 
returns, and to be for ever after incapable of holding that or any other office or employ- 
ment within the city; and if all, master, wardens, and clerks-, should neglect or refuse to make 
the returns within the accustomed time, the guild may within six days after the expiration 
of that time appoint a new master, wardens, and clerk, who may within six days make a 

not been informed of an instance in the recollection of the present officers of 

the corporation, of default in any party in making the returns. _ 

The flection in the guilds takes place in November, every third year, under a precept 
from the lord mayor, addressed to the master and wardens of the guild, and on which the 

officer of commons is paid a fee of U. from each guild. , , . . ^ c,,i 

No person can be returned as a representative of the guild who is not a freeman of the 
city at large ; and by the 5ih section of the 33 Geo. II. c, 16, no person can vote for commons 
of the city in any other guild than that in which he was first made free. The importance of 
this provision to the guilds was very great, as many individuals are in fact free of several 
guilds, and a contrary practice woul'd inevitably tend to the entire destruction of the 
independence of those bodies. ' ; , . . .i i 

It is not determined by statute, and we cannot find that it is settled in practice, whether 
a person admitted to the freedom of a guild, but not admitted, to that of the city at large, 

as adverted to hereafter, can vote for representatives for his guild. 

By the 14th section of the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, every election by the guild for representa- 
lives in the common council, and every election made or approbation given by the commons 

by virtue of that Act, shall be by ballot, and not otherwise. 

It is enacted by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 4, that no person shall be elected, _ nominated, 
or returned, or capable to serve in the common council, who shall iipt at the time or elec- 
tion, nomination, and return, follow the business or trade of the guild or corporation for 
which he or they shall be so elected, nominated, or returned, as his public or known trade 
business, or occupation, or shall have served an apprenticeship to such trade, business, or 
occupation, or have followed it for the space of five years ; save only for the guild of mer- 
chants, and as to that guild, that the representatives of it in the common council shall be 
merchants or traders. The obvious intention of tliis_ provision, and the entire system of 
election from the guilds, which in their original constitution were bodies associated for the 
benefit of the trades from which they derive their names, and are still supposed in practice 
to represent those particular branches of industrious occupation, tend to the conclusion 
that the commons were formerly the ostensible representatives of the commercial and 
trading interests of the city. _ _ j i t • 

They have long ceased to fill that useful and honourable position ; and whether it prises 
from the exclusive political character of the corporation, or from some other motive, it 
appears that a disinclination exists among the mercantile body of the city to become 
members of it. ... -i <• i 

Of the representatives of the guild of merchants in the common council few nave any 
pretension to that name ; and even in the minor guilds the representatives are frequently 
persons not following the trade of the guild they represent, or any other, and several are 
attorneys. These anomalies arise from the recognition of the rights of admission by birth 
and marriage, and the limited power of determining on the qualification of the representa- 
tives given*^y the 6th section of 33 Geo. II. c. 16, hereatter noticed. The details of the 
several guilds will shew the extent of the deviations which in this respect exist from the 
statutory regulations above alluded to. _ i • j 

In fact, the commons are totally distinct from the mercantile body of the city, and no- 
thing can more clearly illustrate the position in which the corporation and the citizens 
at large at present stand, than the facts that the council of the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Committee of the Commercial Buildings, the Directors of the Corn Exchange, and 
the Committee of the Linen Hall, the principal commercial institutions of the city, “o not 
contain a single alderman, sheriffs’ peer, or member of the commons. The Ouzel Gallej 
Society, an institution for the arbitration of disputes relative to trade and commerce, and 
consisting of many of the most influential and respectable merchants, contains one aider- 
man and one sheriffs’ peer. 

A power appears to exist in the common council to alter the numbers of common 
oilmen serving for any guild, and distributing them amongst the others, so as the whole o 
not exceed the number of ninety-six. This power is recognized in the New Rules, andin t e 
statute 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 8, but we have not found any trace of its being exercised m 
modern times. _ u f ’ 

Each individual elected a representative, besides the charges to which he may be pu m 
his guild, pays 1 L to tlie officer of commons. 
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Each sheriffs’ peer pays the same smn to this officer eyery three years CORPORATE BODY. 

Dot duly qualified from being of the common Trial of contro. 
council of the city, it is enacted by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 6, that the lord mayor shall, verted Eleolions for 
as often as may be necessary, between the last day of November and 24th December which Common Council- 
shall be at the end of every three years, convene the common council of the city, who are 
empowered hnally to determine and adjust all differences and doubts touching the qualifi- 
cation, election, nomination, return, and appointment of the several persons elected 
returned, or appointed as representatives of the guilds for the three years next ensuing 
and any complaint made or information given by any freeman of the city to the lord mayor 
of the disqualification, or undue return, of a common councilman elected on an occasional 
vacancy. I he lord mayor is also required thereupon, without delay, to convene the 
common connci], who are thereby empowered finally to determine the same. 

It is provided by the 7th section, that the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons shall sit 
together to determine and adjust these elections and returns, but on no other occasion 
To enable the common council to take into consideration the qualification or due election 
of a representative from any of the guilds, it is necessary that a petition should be presented 
m the time mentioned in the 6th section of the Act against the return ; and bv a modern 
resolution of the assembly, the petitioner must deposit five guineas with the town-clerks on 
lodging the petition, to defray the expenses of the common council in meetincr to determine 
Its merits. J. he petition may be presented by any freeman of the guild, and^hould, regu- 
larly be lodged before the person petitioned against is sworn in, but may be afterwards 
The deposit thus required, and the other expenses attendant on the discussion of the 
petition, which may be considerable (the parties sometimes employing counsel on such 
occasions), and which, even if successful, the petitioner does not recover from the opposite 
party, tend to prevent individuals from coming forward, to object to the electiL of 
members apparently disqualified. The council will not entertain any objections to a return 
not stated in the petition, nor, except on petition, inquire at all into the qualifications of 
a member. 



The recorder aits as assessor to the assembly, when, so convened on election petitions, 
but has not any vote, nor is he at liberty to give his opinion unless required ; and it has 
been made a question on such occasions whether or not the recorder’s opinion should 
be asked on the case before the assembly, and decided in the neo-ative. 

_ The numbers of the representatives of the guilds not belongfng to the respective trades 
IS stated to have increased of late years. 

Care has been taken by the commons to prevent persons holding offices under the cor- 
poration from being members of the common council. Their standing rules and orders 
provide, that no petition shall be balloted for by them, from any member, either of the board 
of aldermen, or of the commons, for any lucrative employment under the city, unless the 
petitioner previously declares, that, in case he is elected to the office, he will immediately 
after resign his seat in the assembly ; that on any election of common councilman any 
person returned who holds any place or employment (to which a salary is annexed,) or is 
a pensioner in or under the corporation, shall vacate the employment or lose the pension • 
and that no salary or pension whatever shall be allowed the city treasurer or receiver on 
Ins account, in case the person to whom the same shall be payable shall be elected or 
returned to serve as a common councilman for any corporation in the city, and shall at the 
time he received the salary or pension be of the common council. These orders are generally- 
observed, bnt a late exception has been made to them on special grounds in favour of an 
iiidividual appointed to a newly created office— thatofinspectorof the Pipe-water Revenue 
which will be noticed in a subsequent part of this Report. 

An Act of Assembly of 1770 declares, that from 24th December, 1771, no member of the 
common council bo elected to any place of j^rofit or emolument in the city, or employed 
in any of the city works. But this regulation is not strictly observed. 

The lord mayor, aldermen, sheriffs, sheriffs’ peers, and commons constitute the common 
council, or select body of the corporation, divided into two houses, which sit apart, except 
on election petitions, the upper house consisting of the lord mayor and aldermen, and the 
sheriffs, sheriftV peers, and commons, in the numbers already stated. 

1 , ' ’s elected by the common council. The lord mayor and aldermen first Recorder, how 

elect, and return the name of the person elected by them to the sheriffs and commons for elected, 
their approbation ; should they reject the person so returned the lord mayor and aldermen 
pioceed to a fresh choice, and return to the commons, and so on, until both houses concur 
ID the election of the same individual. The name of the person elected must, under the 
JNew Rules, be returned to, and he must be approved of by the lord lieutenant and privy 
council, m the same manner as, the lord mayor and sheriffs. The recorder was formerly 
appointed by the corporation during pleasure, but by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, c. 20, it is 
enacted, that he shall continue during good behaviour, subject to be removed by the city 
on 18 being promoted to a judicial office in any of the superior courts of justice in Ireland. 

The recorder is not required to be a freeman. He must be a barrister. 

_y the statute 31 Geo. II. c. 16, which gives to the recorder of Dublin a Civil Bill 
if power is given in the 6th section to the lord chancellor or lord commissioners 

til appoint one of the king’s counsel to hold the Civil Bill Court during 

ge sickness or other necessary cause of absence of the recorder. The general statute 21, 
eo. HI- c. 42, s. 5, empowers the recorder, in the like cases of sickness or necessary 
f consent of the lord mayor, to appoint a Deputy, being a barrister at law, 

CO nil his place at sessions of the peace, and such deputy, by the 39 Geo. 111. c. 55, s. 4, 
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should be a barrister of six years’ standing. By the 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, s. 27, the 
recorder is prohibited from acting or practising as counsel in any criminal or civil court 
within the police district of the metropolis. This district comprises all places within eight 
miles of the Castle of Dublin. 

•39. The Coroners are elected by the lord mayor and board of aldermen alone, and from 
the aldermen. 

40. The lord mayor for the time being was President of the Court of Conscience until the 
year 1759, but by the statute 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 15, the lord mayor_ is made president 
of this court, for the space of one year next after he shall have served in the office of lord 
mayor; and by the statute II, 12 Geo. III. c. 11, s. 71, the president for the time 
being may, by warrant under his hand and seal, appoint any alderman to officiate in his 
place, during his illness, or necessary absence. 

41 . The Town Clerks, who are also the clerks of the peace, are elected exactly as the recor- 
der. They hold their office until death, resignation, or removal, and must, under the new 
rules, be approved of by the lord lieutenant and privy council. It is not necessary that 
they should be freemen. 

42. The Marshal is elected in the same way and by the same body. The only qualification 
required is his being a freeman : this officer, in common with many others, is elected by the 
corporation, in form, only for one year; in practice, however, the same individuals are 
annually re-elected ; instances to the contrary are rare, but it is competent to any member 
of the commons to demand a ballot on the question. 

43. The Water Bailiffs are elected as the marshal is, and by the same body, and go through 
the same form of annual election. They give security with two sureties to the extent of 1 ,000/, 

44. The Serjeants at Mace are similarly elected, and go through the same form. They 
give security with two sureties in 250/. 

45. The Secretary of the Lord Mayor and the Register of the Lord Mayor’s Court are 
annual officers appointed by the lord mayor for the time being. 

46. The Register of the Court of Conscience is an annual officer appointed by the presi- 
dent of the court for the time being. 

47. The Bailiffs of that Court are appointed by the register, to whom they pay fees on 
their appointment, generally of 51 . each. 

48. The Crier of the Quarter Sessions Court is appointed by the court. 

49. The Governor of Newgate and the Keeper of the City Marshalsea are elected by the 
common council, and go through the form of annual re-election. The former appoints the 
Deputy Governor. 

50. The Keeper of the Sheriffs' Prison is annually appointed by the sheriffs, but the 
same officer is usually continued. 

51. The Treasurer is elected under the New Rules by the lord mayor and aldermen, a.nd he 
and the coroners are the only officers in whose election the commons do not participate. 
There is in form an annual election, but the same person is usually re-elected. 

The treasurer has always been elected from the aldermen, and does not vacate his office 
of alderman on being elected treasurer. He gives security by two sureties in the sum of 
5,000/. 

52. Of the other Ministerial Officers the following are elected by the same bodies, and in 
the same manner as the marshal : namely, 

The Accountant, 

Architect, 

Surveyor, 

High Constable, 

Sword Bearer, 

Mace Bearer, and 
Officer of Commons. 

The Law Agents and Clerk of the Commons are elected by the same body, but hold their 
offices for life or during good behaviour. 

The Staffmen are appointed, for his year of office, by the lord mayor for the time 
being. 

53. The Clerks of the Markets are the deputies of the lord mayor, who is by charter clerk 
of the markets. They are annual officers appointed by each lord mayor for his year of 
office, and generally the same individuals are continued. Each clerk of the market pays a 
fee of 11/. 16^. to the lord mayor on his appointment. 

54. The Inspector of the Hay Market is an officer annually appointed by the lord mayor, 
to enforce the regulation of the statutes 4 Geo I. c. 1 1 , s. 12, 13, and 1 1 Geo. II. c. 11, 
s. 10; no such officer is mentioned in either of the Acts. He pays a fee of 11 /. 16^. to 
the lord mayor on his appointment. 

55. Theloi-d mayor also annually appoints the Clerks or Weighmasters of the Hay Mar- 
ket, each of whom pays him a fee of 11/. 16s. 

56. The Weighmasters of the Butter Cranes in Spitalfields and Thomas Street are ap- 
pointed under the authority of the statute 52 Geo. III. c. 134. By the Irish statute 8 Geo. I. 
c. 7, s. 2, a temporary Act, weighmasters of butter and tallow were to be appointed during 
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pleasure by the chief magistrate of every city. By the 10 Geo. I. c. 9, s. 22 , the lord 
mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens of Dublin in common council assembled were em- 
powered from time to time to appoint one or more weighraaster or weighmasters for the 
city, to execute the office in person or by deputy. This Act was also temporary, but was 
continued in force from time to time until repealed as to butter, with several other Acts 
relating to the butter trade, by the 52 Geo. III. c. 134, the 2d section of which gives 
the power of appointment of weighmasters in Dublin to the chief magistrate and aldermen. 
The 4th section makes them removeable for misbehaviour, by the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council. 

These officers are appointed during good behaviour, and in practice the appointment 
appears_ to be made by the lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, in the usual mode of 
appointing city officers. 

57. TheWeighmaster of the Green Hide Crane is an officer first created by the Irish statute 
8 Geo. I. c. 7, s. 1 1 , to be appointed by the lord mayor. This was a temporary Act, and 
by the 10 Geo. I., c. 9, s. 23, was to continue in force during the continuance of that 
Act. The 10 Geo. I. c. 9, was successively continued by subsequent statutes to the 29th 
September, 1812, and to the end of the then next session of parliament. The 8 Geo. I. 
C.7, was expressly continued by the 39 Geo. III. c. 61, (which received the Royal assent 
June 1st, 1799,) for the term of twenty-one years, and from thence to the end of the then 
ne.xt session of parliament. We do not find that the Act has been further continued, but 
the office and establishment are kept up. The present weighmaster stated to us that he 
was appointed in 1819, being then a member of the common council; that he was 
appointed by the corporation on the conditions that he should perform the duties of weigh- 
master at the crane, and take a lease of the premises wliere the *crane is situate, at a rent 
of 100^. per annum ; that his predecessor paid but 40^. a-year, and that one of the candi- 
dates for the office, also a member of the common council, offered a rent of 200^. ; that he 
was sworn into office before the lord mayor, and did not pay any fee on his appointment, 
hut paid 151 . to the town-clerks for the lease. 

58. The Masters of the Works are the sheriffs of the preceding year. 

The other Officers connected with the Pipe-Water Establishment are elected by the 
lord mayor, aldermen, and commons, in the course described as used on the election of 
the recorder, marshal, &c. 

59. Every Election by the common council, whether annual or otherwise, is made on a 
petition or beseech to the council from the individual, seeking to obtain, or be continued 
in the office. 

It is one of the standing orders of the commons, that no person be admitted to any 
employment m the city who is not a freeman, except the offices of recorder and town- 
clerk, and the persons admitted into places to have been free for one whole year at least 

It is also provided by a standing order of 1718, that no person be admitted into any 
place or employment m the city which requires the consent and approbation of the sheriffs 
and commons, until he makes oath that he has not given, nor will give, directly or in- 
directly, any sum of money or other gratuity for. said place or employment : this oath to 
he made before a justice of the peace for the city, in the presence of two of the commons, 
to be appointed by the sheriffs and commons, and lodged with their clerk to be entered 
in the journals. 

This regulation is not now enforced, and we have it in evidence that, as to one office, 
that of water-bailiff, one of the present holders of it obtained, by purchase, the retirement 
of his predecessor. 

60. There are three Classes of Freemen : first, those made free of the cityat large, without 
having previously obtained the freedom of any of the guilds ; secondly, those admitted in 
the first instance to the freedom of a guild, and then to that of the city at large ; and, 
lastly, those admitted to the freedom of a guild, but not to the freedom of the citv. 

The first and last of these classes, particularly the last, are inconsiderable in” number, 
the great body of the freemen being of the second. 

61. Admissions, in the first instance, to the Freedom of the City at large, are granted, as by 
grace especial, by the aldermen and commons in the general assembly. Freemen so 
admitted are_ merely honorary. It is not usual for a person seeking this admission 
to apply’ for it directly. The course is for some alderman or member of the commons 
to mention the name to the town-clerk previously to the meeting of the assembly. The 
town-clerk inserts it in the abstract prepared by him of the business to be done at the 
assembly, and also prepares a petition for the admission of the individual, mentioning in 
It enher some particular public services deserving of such a mark of approbation, or, if no 
such service can be especially referred to. the petition prays that the individual may be 
admitted “ for his loyalty to the King and Constitution.” This form of expression is con- 
sideied as connected with the exclusive political principles so long acted on by the cor- 

j individual proposed is married to the daughter of a freeman, the fact is 

alluded to in the petition as a reason for his admission ; but we do not find that any right 
admission is recognised by the corporation. The proposition may originate either 
with the board of aldermen or the commons; the resolution to admit must pass both, 
bach body claims and exercises the power of rejecting at pleasure, and without assigning 
any reasons. Such admissions to the freedom of the city at large have been few since the 
passing of the Reform Bill. Previously to that Act they were numerous, and occasionally 
persons were so admitted in considerable numbers, and very many were non-residents. 
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Shortly previous to the Emancipation Act being passed, propositions were made in the 
commons to admit at one assembly one thousand freemen, the parties proposing them read- 
ing the list of the names from the newspapers of the day ; but such a proceeding being ob. 
jected to as irregular, a committee was appointed to select such as it would be eligible to 
admit, and they selected above two hundred, who were admitted accordingly. 

The lord mayor sometimes exercises the privilege of creating a freeman of the city at 
large, during his year of office, or rather of requesting the assembly to admit an individual 
named by him. There is in form a petition or beseech for the admission, stating it to be at 
the request of the lord mayor, which is in general acquiesced in. 

Persons admitted to the freedom of the city at large, pay the following Fees in addition 
to the stamp duty: — 



Town-clerk . . . £l 6 5-i 

Officer of Commons . . 5 7 l£l 16 7 

Clerk of do. . . 4 7) 

Admission of Free- 62. Persons who have obtained the Freedom of any of the Guilds are entitled to apply for 
menfromtheGuilds. admission to the freedom of the city at large. For this purpose the applicant lodges in the 
town-clerk’s office a certificate signed by the master, wardens, and clerk of the guild, stating 
the admission to the guild, and the grounds of it, and his place of abode, occupation, and 
trade. The certificate from the guild of merchants describes the party as a merchant. 
The town-clerk then prepares a petition or beseech as from the person seeking to 
be admitted, which states those facts, and the beseech is laid before the next assembly. 

The town-clerk in cases of admission by birth, first ascertains from the freeman’s books 
that the name of the father of the applicant is entered in them, and that such a person has 
been twenty-one years a freeman. The commons, and board of aldermen, claim respectively 
to exercise, and have in fact long exercised, the important power of admitting or rejecting 
at their pleasure those applying from the guilds, whatever be the grounds of their claim, and 
without assigning any reason for the rejection. 

In the year 1826, on a return to a mandamus directed to the corporation to admit a per- 
son who had obtained by birth the freedom of a guild, but had been rejected by the board 
of aldermen, they returned that from time immemorial they had exercised this right, and 
the Court of King’s Bench, on argument, decided that the return was good in law. 

The charters of some guilds, hereinafter noticed in the Report on t^ose bodies, contain 
porvisions respecting freedom by apprenticeship, which appear to be compulsory on the 
corporation, but were not alluded to on the above occasion. 

The beseech being read in the commons by the clerk of the commons, it is asked if any 
member for the particular guild vouches the applicant as a proper person to be admitted; 
it is frequently asked if he is in trade. If a member of the guild says “ allowed,” the ques- 
tion is then put on the beseech whether the applicant shali.'be admitted; but if no member 
vouches him, the question is not put, and the beseech stands over, but may be again brought 
on at a subsequent assembly. 

The admission must pass both the common council and board of aldermen. 

The entry of admission of a freeman as by service is expressed to be conditional, “if it 
shall appear by indenture and in consequence an inquiry takes place into the facts by a 
jury of twelve freemen, generally chosen from tlie members of the commons. The jury are 
sworn, and the indentures of apprenticeship are produced to them, and the service proved. 
The facts must be thus ascertained before tlie person admitted can be sworn in. Indentures 
of appi-enticeship were formerly enrolled in the town-clerk’s office, but this is not now 
required. 



On admissions of freemen previously admitted in any of the guilds, the Fees are the same 
as those above stated as payable on an original admission to the freedom of the city at large; 
and a sum of 1^. is paid to the corporation by each freeman so admitted from the guild of 
merchants, and of lOs. by each admitted from any of the minor guilds. Those admitted by 
service pay an additional line of 2s. The further fee of 2s. Sd. is paid to the town-clerk 
for a certificate of the admission being granted. 

_ The stamp duty is paid on the admission to the guild, and it is not considered requi- 
site to pay a second stamp duty on admission to the freedom of the city at large. This 
practice is defended under the following clause in the Schedule to the Irish Stamp Act, 
56 Geo. III. c. 56 : 

“ Only one of the foregoing duties to be payable in respect of the admission of any one 
person into the same corporation.” 

Persons admitted free of a guild, and rejected by the board of aldermen or common coun- 
cil on applying for admission to the city at large, cannot in the greater number of the guilds 
complete their admission thereto, by taking the oaths required in the guild. This practice 
was stated to us to have originated in a mandate signed by the lord mayor, and made an order 
of the assembly in the year 1675, and sent to the several guilds, requiring them not to swear a 
nee brother until he was first sworn free of the city. The mandate has not been obeyed in 
^e guild ofmerchants, but, with few exceptions, which will be noticed in the Report on the 
Guilds, It IS still obeyed by the minor guilds. The rule of those guilds, who observe it, is 
not to swear in a freeman until he produces a certificate from the town-clerk, of his having 
been admitted and sworn a freeman of the city at large. In the guild of merchants, and 
other guilds which do not obey the mandate, freemen may be sworn immediately on admis- 
We have not found that the amount of the fees has tended to lessen the number of ap- 
plicants lor the freedom of the city, but it has occurred, that many of those admitted have 
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not come forward to take the oaths and pay- the fees for a considerable time, until an election 
for representatives in parliament made it of sufficient importance to have their admissions 
completed. 

The town-clerks occasionally give indulgence to the freemen of the minor guilds, and 
sometimes have given up the fees altogether, but generally they require the fees to be 
lodged with the certificate of admission to the guild, and do not return the amount to the 
applicant, though refused admission to the city at large, considering themselves entitled to 
retain it for their trouble in preparing the beseech, &o. 

63. In Numbers the Fi-eemen bear a very small proportion to the population of the city, a 
fact sufficiently accounted for by the discretionary power of rejection assumed by the 
board of aldermen and common council, as already noticed, and the exclusive religious and 
political principles on which those bodies and the guilds have hitherto acted. 

Since the year 1793, the freedom of the corporation and guilds has been by law open to 
Roman Catholics, yet there is not known to have been, to the present time, a single individual 
of that persuasion admitted by the common council. The clerk of the commons, who has 
held that situation for many years, could only inform us, that he had heard of one who had 
passed inadvertently upwards of thirty years ago. In the guilds a similar system generally 
prevails, and even where a more liberal practice has existed, the experiment was defeated 
by the exercise of the discretionary power of rejection in the board of aldermen and 
commons. 

The exclusion is not confined to Roman Catholics. The being known or suspected to be 
friendly to their claims, previously to the Emancipation Act, was equally effective to disqua- 
lify the applicant, though a Protestant; and the advocacy of what are called liberal or 
popular principles has formed, and still forms, a strong ground of objection. In short, the 
proceedings of the corporation as to the admission of freemen have been, and are, avowedly, 
conducted on the most extreme principles of e.xclusion, religious and political. ’ 

The freedom is consequently limited to a class which, though considerable in numbers 
and property, excludes a large proportion of the most wealthy and respectable gentry, and 
a majority of the trading and industrious members of the community. In our notices of the 
respective guilds, itwiU be found how little, from the same cause, the mercantile and ope- 
rative classes really participate in the freedom of these bodies. 

It is stated that many of the freemen, especially of the minor guilds, are not householders, 
but we had no means of ascertaining the numbers of those so circumstanced. 

■<By many, and we presume conscientiously, the exclusion of Roman Catholics is defended 
and justified, by the language of the oath taken by freemen on admission, part of which is, 
that the}' shall take no apprentice unless he be free born. This oath appears to be very 
ancient ; we could not ascertain the date of it. 

Whatever opinion may be formed of the soundness of this interpi'etation, it is to be 
regretted, that a form should be in use which can thus be made the excuse, or the pretence, 
for the continuance of an exclusion the Legislature has so long condemned. 



64. The board of aldermen and the commons form the Governing Body of the corporation. 
They assemble at the same times, but sit in separate chambers, except on the decision of 
petitions against the return of members to the commons, as already noticed. 

The lord mayor presides at the Board of Aldermen, but has only a casting vote. He and 
at least eight of the aldermen must be present to constitute a quorum ; this is the number 
staled in the New Rules, The only Acts which we have found it in the power of the board of 
aldermen to perform, without the concurrence of the commons, are the elections of the city 
treasurer and coroners. We have already alluded to this and to the functions of the board 
of aldermen and commons in the elections of the other officers of the corporation. Questions 
arising in the board are decided by open division. Their meetings are private. 

The sheriffs, or one of them, preside at all meetings of the Cojnmons. The two sheriffs 
have but one casting vote, which (as they divide their official duty, by each taking it for a 
quarter of a year in rotation), devolves in practice on the acting sheriff for the quarter. 
Questions on which a division is sought are decided by ballot, which any member has the 
power to call for. It is requisite that one or both of the sheriffs and forty of the commons 
should be present to constitute a house. Their meetings are public, and strangers are 
admitted to a gallery called the freeman’s gallery, the admission to which is not confined to 
freemen. It is considered that the admission of strangers is allowed by courtesy, and that 
the commons can order the gallery to be closed, but we have not been informed of any 
instance in which this has been done. 

With the single exception we have noticed, all corporate Acts in the election of officers, 
admission of freemen, the management of the city revenues and estates, the making bye- 
laws, and every other matter relating to the concerns of the coi’poration, must pass both the 
board of aldermen and the commons. 

65. The following detail of the Course of Business preparatory to and at the Assemblies, 
will shew the corporate functions and powers of each member of the governing body. There 
are four regular assemblies of the governing body in each year ; these are called quarter 
assemblies, and named from the seasons at which they are held : they are 

The Christmas, 

The Easter, 

The Midsummer, and 
The Michaelmas Assembly. 
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■ There are occasionally adjournments of these assemblies, and post assemblies ar-e sometimes 

called by the lord mayor for particular business ; he may call a' post assembly by his own 
authority, but more usually does so on a requisition signed by at least forty members of 
both houses or of the commons. It is considered, however, as the law of the corporation, 
that the lord mayor may refuse to comply with such a requisition. 

Abstract- 66. Previously to each quarter assembly the town-clerks prepare an Abstract of the busi- 

nesswhich is expected to come beforeihe meeting. The board of aldermen are summoned by 
the town-clerks to meet on the day before that fixed for the assembly, when the abstract is 
laid before them. The attendance of aldermen at this preliminary meeting has latterly been 
very inconsiderable. No previous notice of the abstract is given officially to the members 
of the commons: on the day of assembly, copies of the abstract are laid before the board 
of aldermen and the commons, and regularly no other business can be done by either of 
these bodies at that assembly, without the leave of both houses given to its being inserted 
in the abstract ; but latterly the commons have committed deviations from this arrange- 
ment or regulation, by passing resolutions not previously noticed in the abstract, and such 
deviations have been acquiesced in by the board. Nothing mentioned in the abstract can 
be brought before the commons unless passed first by the board of aldermen, and sent 
down to the commons for their concurrence. The commons or lower house may, however, 
originate a resolution not noticed in the abstract, and send it to the board. The lower 
house sometimes inquires of the board why matters mentioned in the abstract have not 
been sent down for their approval ; but the board is not bound to assign any reasons for 
the omission, or for having rejected any particular proposition noticed in the abstract. 
Conferences are sometimes held' between the board of aldermen and commons during the 
sittings of these assemblies : these are private; no corporate Act can be passed at them. 

The direct power of the board of aldermen is considerable, they having in fact the first 
selection of individuals for all corporate offices except that of sheriff, and a negative 
control over all the proceediz}gs of the assembly. It is stated that their influence in the 
commons is not now considerable. 

How dissolved. 67. The lord mayor has the power of dissolvingthe Assembly, which he generally does, 

on the business of the day being disposed of, by going with one or two of the aldermen to 
the chamber in which the commons are assembled, and declaring it dissolved. 

It is thoughf by some, that it is essential to the exercise of this power that the lord 
mayor should actually enter the chamber of the commons; and attempts have in c<ii- 
sequence been made by that body occasionally to evade his authority, by keeping their 
doors closed. An instance of this occurred very recently, and several of the commons, with 
one of the sheriffs, actually remained in the commons’ room two days and nights succes- 
sivel)%- in resistance to the authority of the lord mayor, who had declared the assembly 
dissolved. It was found on investigation that the attempt was not made in a way to raise 
the question sought to be agitated as to the independence of the commons, a sufficient 
number to constitute a house not having continued in their chamber on the first night. 

Adjourned assemblies are sometimes held, and it has been found convenient to resort to 
the expedient of counting the house to terminate them. 

Post Assemblies. 68. At the general quarter assemblies either house may originate a matter not noticed in 
the abstract, but at Post Assemblies the business is confined to that for which they have 
been called, and which is stated in the notice of the meeting served on each member. 

Acts of Assembly. 69. The Acts of each Assembly are engrossed on parchment by the town-clerks, and at the 
next succeeding assembly are compared by the two junior aldermen with the original 
documents. They are then signed by the lord mayor and at least eight of the aldermen, 
and deposited by the town-clerks among the records of the corporation. 

Committees. 70. The detail of the business of the corporation is performed in the intervals of the assen> 

blies by several Committees, consisting of members of the board of aldermen and commons. 
The principal are standing committees, appointed, after each triennial election, for three 
years. The lord mayor, sheriffs, treasurer, and masters of the works, are ex-officio mem- 
tersofall the committees. The lord mayor appoints the aldermen whpareto be members of 
each committee, and the commons elect by ballot those of their members who are to be 
associated with the aldermen ; they generally elect for each committee double the number 
of aldermen appointed to it, and the membei-s from the commons in each committee consist 
of a majority of the sheriffs’ peers and representatives of the guild of merchants. The 
same individual may be a member of several committees. The pipe-water committee is the 
largest, and is composed of the lord mayor and sheriffs, the treasurer, the masters of the 
works and aldermen, and eighteen of the common council. The other standing committees 
are the 

Committee for inspecting City Leases near expiring, 

Finance, 

For Conducting City Law Business, 

For Examining Treasurer’s Bills, 

For Inspecting the management of Tolls and Customs, 

For Letting the Beams and Scales, 

For Inquiring into the Duties of Inferior Officers, 

For Tontine, 

• For Conducting the City Business in Parliament, 

For Care of the Furniture in the Mansion House. 
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There are also temporary oominittees appointed for special purposes. The aldermen and HOUPOH™ BODY, 
commons do not receive any emolnment for attendance at the assemblies or on committed 

cm ' Ihe ehief officer of the corporation. He presides at all assemblies Pcnctions and 

of^e board of aldermen, and js chairman of all committees of the common council Emoluments of 

He IS civil and military governor, and chief magistrate of the city, but performs verv few 
of the mdinaiy duties of a justice of the peace, except in cases of public riot and disturb- his 

ance. He scarcely ever takes informations to be returned to the sesdnus o oistui o functions ami erao- 

this duty being wholly performed by the .umeo.s, 

and by the aider men; he liolds however m his magisterial character the court called’ 
the Lord Mayor s Court. As chief magistrate he is bound under the statute 2 Geo I 
c. 5, s. 3, on the bieaking out of fires in the city, to repair to the place with his 

?:mfvafoftoods »f the'^fire, the^prevention oV theft Jand the 

33a‘eo° n TTe * s fn “Vt,'"' f” ‘■f °f *0 city ; and also, by the statute 
3dOeo. n. c. Jb, s. 18, foi the liberties thereto adjoining; but tlie same section of 
this Act piovicles, that nothing therein contained shall be construed to enable him to sit or 
act as a .justice of the peace at any sessions to be held for the county of Dublin 

bv tte''T9trs^tion ?tThe*3V u** “T' “f ''hich, 

by the jyth section of the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, the lord mayor, or the recorder with 

two indices of t^he peace, are a quorum. The lord mayor alwlys attends on the first X 
of the Qiiartei Sessions to open the sittings m form ; but scarcely ever appears on the bench 
on any other occasion. ■' ^ ^ uenon 

gcBc™! g»°l delivery. Issued for the county 
of the city, the loid mayor is named a commissioner with the judo-es. The onlv duti 
ffiis,?on^“'“" of ‘he ba'cii at 'the opening of the S- 

He is chief judge of the lord mayor and sheriffs' court. 

t’c-kccs. and to beer and spirit dealers when about to apply for 
licences , he also issues half-yearly warrants to the collectors of the Grand Jury Cess in the 
respective parishes of the county of the city: this he appears to do merely on the appUca! 
tionofthe tieasuier, and ministerially, without exercising any discretion,^ or having any 
power of investigation. » o utiviug any 

He exercises a power of licensing all exhibitions and places of theatrical amusement 
save the theatre, royal ; and this jurisdiction is claimed' over exhibitions at t“e aXl 
fair of Donnybrook, which is held within the county of the city. 

■iw ‘.I •, markets, and has the assiy of weights and measures 

within fte dtp, and the custody of the standard weights and measures ; some of the duties 
attached to this branch of his functions are performed by the deputy clerks of the markets 
and will be stated in our account of those officers. ’ 

Thelord mayor exercises in person the power of entering all shops and warehouses witli- 
la the city and examining the weights and measures therein. If he finds toern 
either unsealed, unstamped, or not according to the regulated standard, he seizes and cen- 
to the ‘’’f immediately 

to the deputy cleiks of the market, who attend him, and take possession of the 
condemned weights and measures. As clerk of the market, the lord ma^r, accompanied 
by his deputies and staff-men, visits and inspects the markets frequentiy, and exLeises 
C“f th‘r‘ ”• to™' ° j*"'? “to the state of the markets as to clean- 

Lr sa’le*VS^fn”f “"d the condition of the provisions exposed 

use He o1 to of wMesome quality, he seizes and condemns on the spot as unlit for 

auntie^ d ““'i'' d'“ amoving the markets from one part of the city to 

the nS and Irmo long since exercised this powci” in the instanced of 

tte pig and fish markets, fn the case of the pig market, several persons in the trade beinw 
klZT'l ‘to .7'"“''“’ was effected not with a view to tile interests of the public bu“ 
inern the owners of the new market, which was private property, resisted the 

to trfdl considerable disorder and tumult took place, attended with great Injury 

was hfd a<Itost“t f™" “gf “f . t''“ lord mayor, in one of wl.lch a yerfidt 

naid hvth'’ ” ‘ ' d’ to the other for him. The costs and damages have been lately 
M IS, '“d "d“d’-*“ ;'■? r 34''- oorporatlon assert that the right 

is nmrheld „ ‘'""'O™'-. 1>“ been, that the pig market 

15 now held in the old situation, adjoining Smithfield, fB o'- 

first aivStr'' .''f ."'"i of bread within the city. This was 

s« rS othi t , “ '™PO“‘-y Act, continued and Amended by 

45 Geo HIT fc to P ''"“lly ™PO“lod by the local statute 

fcy examJninTf?! of the assize as to weight, quality, and price, 

finds to bp nnflr.. takers and other shops, seizing and condemning such as he 

to different cb ^ quality. The forfeited bread is occasionally given 

where it t institutions, and sometimes distributed at the Mansion House, 

share. the staff-men of the lord mayor frequently get a considerable 

wItttfiTd'Tw’th”'*“‘''™''’/‘“'“^ '’f •*"= Pto-'of Dublin, 

similar title and ft- ■tt Hm present day annexed to this office. A 

MC Admiral of Baldoyle. a small creek near Howtli ; 
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CORPORATE BODY, ]g stated to be derived from the grant to the city by Henry VIII. of the possessions 
of the dissolved monastery of Alihallows, the prior of which religious house was made 
Admiral of Baldoyle, by an Act of the Parliament of Ireland, held at Naas, in the 18th 
year of Eldward IV. ... 

The lord mayor is, ex officio, under the statutes and charters of the I’espective institu- 

A Member of the Corporation for preserving and improving the Port of Dublin. 

A Commissioner of Wide Streets. 

A Trustee of the Royal Exchange. 

A Governor of the Schools fouiided by Erasmus Smyth. 

A Governor of the Hibernian Marine Society. _ _ * 

A Governor of the Hibernian Society for the care of Soldiers’ Children. 

A Governor of the Hospital for the relief of poor Lying-in Women. 

The lord mayor was under the 13, 14 Geo. III. c. 46, s. 9, made president of the 
corporation of the poor of the workhouse of the county of the city of Dublin, but 
the government of this institution was altered by the statute 38 Geo. III. c. 3.6, and 
the lord mayor has not, as such, now any authority over it. 

72. The Salary of the lord mayor, paid directly out of the corporation funds, and fixed by 
an Act of Assembly, is 1,320Z. of the late Irish currency ; of this sum 80pJ. is charged on the 
port dues hereinafter noticed, called slippage and anchorage, and of this 800^., 600/. is 
payable to the lord mayor during his year of office, and the remaining 200/. secured to 
him by a deferred wari-anf, which does not become due for about four years after his 
serving the ofiice ; the deferred warrant has been introduced within a few years past in 
consequence of the right of the corporation to those dues having been disputed, whereby 
the collection of them was stopped for about four yeai’s, until 'the right was established 
bva trial at bar in the Court of King’s Bench ; during this period the salary of the lord 
mayor for the time being was reduced by 200/. per annum, the remaining 600/., previously 
payable out of the slippage and anchorage, being provided for by the corporation out of 
their other revenues. When the fund became again available, the corporation, _ instead of 
merel)' resuming the payment of the additional 200/. to the lord mayor for the time being, 
commenced by pajnng 200/. to the ex-lord mayor who had been the first loser, and so the 
payment of that sum is continued to each alderman in succession, who had served the 
office of lord mayor, four years previous to the time of payment, and is secured to him in 
the mean time by the deferred warrant. If the produce of the slippage and anchorap 
for any year should fall short, so as not to leave a clear 600/. for the lord mayor of the 
current year after payment of the other charges on this fund, the deficiency is made good 
out of the other revenues of the corporation. 

The remainder of the lord mayor’s salary, which is 520/. of the late Irish currency, is 
secured by four bonds, payable with 2| per cent, interest, at periods so remote, that 
Alderman Nugent, who served the office of lord mayor in the year 1826, states, that his 
last bond will not be payable until the year 1838. 

The lord mayor is also entitled to what is called capon money, being the reservations in 
the corporation leases of capons, or a certain sum in lieu thereof, in addition to the fixed 
pecuniary rent. The city treasurer pays this money to the lord mayor, first deducting 
from it tlie rent of the Court of Conscience, being 46/. 3s. Id. for the following year, lieing 
that in which the lord mayor for the current year is to be the president of that court. 
The capon money varies from about 90/. to 115/. per annum. 

The lord mayor is also paid the sum of 500/. of the late Irish currency as chairman of 
the pipe-water committee ; this sum is paid out of the funds of the pipe-water establish- 
ment. 

The lord mayor usually farms the office of his secretary, and receives generally on 
account of that office a sum" of 300/. for the year : the sum for which the office is let, and 
its receipts, which depend altogether on fees, vary considerably; the highest sum for which 
it has been stated to us to have been let was 350/. 

The sources of revenue to the lord mayor in this department are the following fees 
payable to him, and which, when the office is not farmed, are accounted for to him by the 
secretary. 

1. Fees payable in the Lord Mayor’s Court; the nature and amount of 
them are particularly stated in our account of that court. 

■'*2. Fee on affixing the city seal on documents to be used abroad . £3 3 0 

* 3. Fees for sealing grand jury warrants, nineteen half-yearly, on each 18 6 

4. Fee signing baker’s certificate . . . . • .110 

* 5. Swearing constables, each . . . . . • .039 

* 6. Annual appointments of clerks of the market, inspector of the hay- 

market and weighmasters, each . . . . . . 11 16 0 

* 7. Licences for exhibitions, the amount paid for each varies according 
to the size of the exhibition and price of admission, from 1/. to 10/. 

The total amount of fees paid on exhibitions for the year ending 
1st October, 1833, was . . . , . . . 18 9 6 

*8. Certificates for beer and spirit licences, each . . . .026 

The lord mayor is entitled to certain fees in the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court ou 

” All these fees appear to be claimed by usage; we have not found any statutable authority for them. 
The fee, No. 2, must be a heavy charge on claimants of small property in the colonies. The fee. No. 7. has 
been disputed, and in one case was recovered back, by civil bill process, on appeal to the Court of Exchequei"- 
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affidavits to groood attache, ants a,,d on taking bail ; those fees were represented to ns as 
not producing any very considerable sum ; they are— icpicscmcu lo us as 

On affidavits .... -Pa ] fi, 

Bail above 10^. . . . ' n in o 

Ditto under 10/. , . . | [ 0 6 2 

The lord inayor, or an alderman depnted by him, and to whom he farms the office is 
presiderit of the Oonrt of CoiisciOTce for the year succeeding his year of office, and receives 

fh:nTi%TfL°th?;‘ea“”'‘- "sSn 

dis*,$d ifr.“el"“‘''“ “ ’“"“y BOO, from each cargo 

are unable to refer to any charter or grant authorizing the demand of these dues 
for ivhich no special consideration is given by the lord mavor. ’ 

These several sources of emolument amount to about 4 OOO} 

The lord mayor has also, for the year the use of the’cityMansion Honse as his resi- 
’if, and IS entitled to, or at least allowed, a free admission for 

hmiself to the theatre royal, and all other places of pnblic amusement, and also a certain 
mipiber of free transferable tickets for each night of performance. 

The office of loid maj-or, chiefly from the e.vpcnditare in entertainments, cannot be con- 
sidered one of pi-ofit I the expenses ate immediate, and often exceed the amount of the re- 
ceipts, 'vhich come ni slowly The newly-elected lord mayor is always under terms to 
give, on the 30th of September the day after he is sworn into office, a public dinner 
which IS very expensive and he ,s besides expected to maintain, throughout the year, con- 
siderable hospitality. The whole expense of the office seldom falls short of 4 OOM and 
has often much exceeded that sum. anu 

In addition to the salary, k was formerly usual to grant to each lord mayor, by vote of 
the assembly, on the expiration of his year of office, a sum of 1,0001. This grant has been 
discontinued for some years, in consequence of the heavy debts incurred by the corpora- 
lon. The grant was considered a complimentary gift to tlie lord mayor, which it was in 
the power of the commons withhold, if dissatisfied with his conduct while in office • and 
It was, in fact, withheld for some years from one of the present aldermen, whose poli- 
ical conduct during lijs mayoralty was not in conformity to the exclusive doctrines of 
the corporation. 

binaWyebittr tlis common council have Alclevn.™, 

33 “fy- “d adioining liberties, under the 

dd (jeo. li. c. 16, s. lb, but with the same provisions as stated in reference to the lord 

I?;?; :olf;;fi),Sr‘ “■e peace at any sessions 

They attend as justices at the Court of Quarter Sessions, of which, by the 19th section 
of the same statute, two justices of the peace, with the lord mayor or recorder form a 
jaoram It is consequently considered necessary that, at least, two aldermen should attend 
to constitute a court, they being the only justices for the county of the city, except 
the sheriff, lord mayor, recorder, and paid police magistrates. The buslnek of the 
court has, at times, been considerably delayed from the non-attendance of aldermen ■ but 
he sittings, by the present arrangement, being held once in every month, the aldermen 
lave latterly adopted a system of rotation, allotting two to each month, by which the duty 
ol attending the court is equally divided among them, and the recorder states that since 
thamtem has been adopted the attendance of aldermen has been more pnnctnal 
Ihe aldermen interfere but little in the business before the court; they take no 
pronomicS'* "" **'** ''' “S'toemg with the recorder upon the sentences to be 

inf°?s ‘’"if,’'’'*'';’™ ““'f divisional magistrates of the police of the city, under the sta- 
(7f D '*• f'ltoUons and emoluments as such will be stated In the part 

Ottjiis Keport relatiiig to the police establishment. 

By that Act six of the divisional magistrates of police thereby created were t'o be alder- 
mei) three to be appointed by the lord lieutenant, and three to be elected by the common 
Cl], subject to his approbation. The mode of election pointed out in section 6 of the 
AU IS, that the lord mayor and aldermen, or the usual quorum of them, should return the 
aaraes ot nine aidermen, nominated by them, to the commons, who should elect three of those 
t!ia By 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, s. 2, the lord lieutenant was empowered to reduce 

!liL justices to twelve, of whom four should be aldermen, and two of 

° ^ such aldermen as were originally elected by the corporation ; the remaining six 
offi 1 were to be superseded at two-thirds of their salaries,- or attached to the divisional 
iiiimr whom vacancies should be filled up until the entire 

to I dmsional justices were reduced to twelve, and vacancies are, from time to time, 
miiv^ ®'^pphed_ by the corporation, whenever occasioned by the death, removal, or 
of either of the two aldermen originally appointed by them, in case there should 
any aldermen among the supernumerary magistrates ; tftis is now the case, 
seciiiin 1 aldermen attends daily at an office called the Rotation or Crown Office, at the 
elovpril r in magisterial capacity ; the hours of attendance are from 

to ^ nis duty is divided among the aldermen by a weekly rotation, and those 

vaom It IS inconvenient to attend, depute others in their place ; two sometimes attend in 

D2 
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CORPORATEBODY. g^ses requiring that number. None of the aldermen, who are police magistrates, attend at 
this office. The sitting alderman of the week signs the summonses. The cases brought 
before him are principally informations for assaults and complaints respecting apprentices. 
In criminal cases he takes the informations, and binds the parlies to prosecute. _ He also, 
in cases requiring it, binds the parties to keep the peace ; apprentices are sometimes com- 
mitted by him to the house of correction. None of the powers of summary jurisdiction con- 
ferred on magistrates by recent statutes are exercised at this office ; informations which have 
been refused at the police office may be, and sometimes are, taken here, and by some this 
rotation office is said to be beneficial to the public, and a wholesome check on the police 
offices. 

By the 27th section of the Police Act. 48 Geo. III. c. 140, all justices of the jseace are 
prohibited from taking fees for anything done in the execution of their office within the 
limits of the police district of the metropolis, save at the public offices, “ provided always, 
that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent the lord 
mayor of the City of Dublin, or the president of the Court of Conscience, or of the Crown 
Office, or the magistrate attending in the Rotation Office for the time being, from receiving 
such fees as they are by law entitled to.” 

Fees are accordingly taken by the alderman of the week attending at this office, which 
are the same as those taken at the police offices; — formerly the entire of these fees was 
appropriated by the sitting alderman to his own use, and a presentment was made by the 
quarter sessions grand jury of 150^. a year for the clerks of the Rotation Office; that 
presentment W'as discontinued wlien Sir Jonas Green was recorder*, he having refused 
to fiat it as not being warranted by law, and since then the alderman of the week allows li, 
out of the fees to a clerk who attends the office. The business of the office has much 
declined of late years, and the emoluments liave been reduced in proportion ; the eiitire 
receipts are now about ' 2 , 1 . each week ; they have formerly been so high as^ 5^. A bailiif, 
appointed by the aldermen, serves the summonses, and executes the process issued from the 
office. , II- 

As to the utility of this office, there appears no reason for supposing that tire duties per- 
formed at it could not be adequately discharged at the public offices of the police establish- 
ment, and the decline of business at the office is some evidence of the general opinion of the 
public not being in its favour. 

Except in occasionally taking affidavits, the aldermen who are not police magistrates do 
not perform any other functions of justices of the peace. 

In the 8 Geo. I. c. 10, s. 3, respecting the Dublin watch, an Act which is long expired, 
mention is made of aldermen of the wards and deputy aldermen, and much earlier 
notices of them are contained in the books of the board of aldermen, called Monday Books. 
These titles, and the divisions of the city into wards, appear to have been connected 
with the preservation of the peace under the then existing arrangements, which have been 
long superseded by the more modern Police Acts. There is not any evidence of the aider- 
men ever having been elected by the wards, and the title of aldermen of wai'ds is now 
unknown. 

Except the trifling receipts of the Rotation Office, the aldermen have not as such any 
pecuniary emoluments. 

All the aldermen are governors of the Blue Coat Hospital; and two of them, elected 
by the governors of that Hospital, are governors of Erasmus Smith’s schools. 

Three aldermen, elected by the lord mayor and aldermen, are members of the corporation 
for preserving and improving the port of Dublin, under the statute 26 Geo. III. c. 19, 
s. 11. 

The following is a list of the present aldermen, shewing the times of their respective 
elections : — 

Sheriff. Elected Alderman, 



Frederick Darley, Police Magistrate 1797 . . . 1800 

Sir Williarn Stamer, Bart, ditto 1794 . . . 1800 

Sir Abraham Bradley King, Bart 1800 . . . ISOJ 

John Claudius Beresford, Esq. . 1808 

Sir Robert Shaw, Bart * ... 1808 

Sir Thomas M'Kenny, Bart., Deputy Lieut, of the City * . . . 1811 

SirJohnKingstonJames,Bart.,CityTreasurer.,Dep.Lt. 1810 . . . 1818 

John Smith Fleming, Police Magi.strate .... * ... 1816 

Rd. Smyth, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Paving. . . 1813 . . . 1817 

Thomas Abbott, Esq., Deputy Lieut * , . . . 1817 

Samuel Wilkinson Tyndall, Esq., Police Magistrate . 1814 . . . 1819 

Sir Edmond Nugent, Knt 1805 , - . 1820 

Alexander Montgomery, Esq 2806 . . . 18;^0 

Jacob West, Esq 1812 . . . 1821 

Sir William Whelan, Knt 1821 . . . 1823 

Charles Palmer Archer, Esq 1814 . . . 1823 

Sir George Whiteford, Knt 1820 . . . 1824 

•Arthur Perrin, Esq 1823 . . . 1825 

William Dixon, Esq 1816 . . . 1827 

Arthur Morrisson, Esq., Dep. Lieut. ..... * ... 1829 

William Hodges, Esq. 1827 . . . 1830 



* Did not serve in the office of sheriff. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS IN IRELAND. 



25 DUBLIN. 



Samuel Warren, Esq. 

George Hoyte, Esq 

Joseph Lamprey, Esq. 

Sir Nicholas William Brady, Knt. 

Witli few exceptions, the aldermen hav 

7,'t Tt,o .-u- .1. 



Sheriff. Elected Alderman. ^0®PORATEBODY. 

. . . 1824 . . . 1830 

. . 1829 . . . 1832 

. . . 1824 . . . 1832 

. . . 1820 . . . 1833 

!“uermen nave residences in Dublin, or the vicinity, 
j f »if ® ujider the fourth of the new rules, and by ancient custom, the presi- Sheriffs funcliona 

dents of the commons, and no valid assembly of that house can be held without one of the of. 
shenJis being present. 

The presence of a sheriff is also essential to the validity of the acts of the committees of 
the common council. 

The sheriffs appear formerly to have been the receivers of some parts of the rents of the 
corporate estates ; and the second of the New Rules i-equires that the treasurer, sheriffs 
and all other receivers^ of any part of the revenues of the city for the time being, shall there- 
after, yearly, within six months next after the expiration of one whole year, wherein they 
ghall serve in the execution of their respective offices, render unto the auditors of the city, 
or the usual quorutn of them appointed or to be appointed for that purpose, a true and 
perfect account of all money (being any part of the revenues of the city) received by them 
within their respective years of office, and to pay the sum appearing due, to the treasurer, 
on pam of disfranchisement by the lord mayor and aldermen, or, in their default, by the lord 
lieutenant, or other chief governor or governors, and council of Ireland, and to be from 
thenceforth incapable, without their licence, of being restored to their freedom. 

The sheriffs, by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 18, are constituted justices of the peace within 
the city and adjoining liberties, with the lord mayor and aldermen, but with the same 
provision gainst sitting or acting as justices of the peace at any sessions to be held for the 
county or Dublin. *' 

Their general functions and powers in the preservation of the peace, and the execution 
of the piocess of the superior courts, return of juries, &o„ are similar to tliose of sherifli of 
counties at large, but, from their position in the metropolis, much more important and 
extensive. ^ ^ 

grand juries in the Courtof King’s Bench, the Commission 
Court, and Court of Quarter Sessions for the county of the city of Dublin ; petty iuries in 
all cases criminal and civil in the superior courts, where the venue is laid in the'coiiiitv of 
the city; the grand panel for striking special juries ; petty juries in the Commission Court, 
and Couitof Quarter Sessions; juries on writs of inquiry; market juries ; and iuries under 
the Wide Street, and other special Acts of Parliament for the valuation of houses or 
grounds to be purchased for local improvements. 

f R themselves or their deputies, to give daily attendance in the Court 

of Kmg s Bench, and the other superior courts of law, the Commission Court, and Court of 
Quarter Sessions, during their sittings. 

They are judges of the City Record Court. 

Ilex'S) oTot Win Members of Parliament for the count, of 

They execute the precepts of the Wide Streets, Paving, and other local Boards of com- 
mssioners for the delivery of possession of houses of which valuations l.ave been made bv 
juries lor the purposes of those bodies. ^ 

It is their duty also to execute the precept or warrant of the Quarter Sessions Court for 
me abatement of nuisances. 

They are ex-offino members of the corporation for preserving and improving the port of 
Pxch If '''n Blue Coat Hospital and Lying-in Hospital t.mstees of the*^Ro,al 

Exchange, and commissioners for the improvement of St. Stephen's Green. 

Ihey appoint a sub-sheriff, who gives them security to the amount of 20,000;. 

ibe other Officers acting under the sheriffs, and in their names, but who are frenerallv r\m 

appointed (at least nominally) by the sub-sheriffs, are geneidlJy si^nffs ^office, 

A Chief Clerk, 

Returning Officer, 

Auctioneer, 

Summoner of Juries, 

Three jirincipal Bailiffs (who appoint their own assistants). 

Ihe sheriffs appoint the keeper of the sheriffs’ prison. 

in truS fo?hi 1,*^° •“ on officiate by himself, or any one 

clerk tiS n re ', dn'T of an midei-sheriff, sheriff’s clerk, or county 

t n viaT W “ f f of Dublin, who had. within the space of 

or dnS i„ 7h ’”.7‘'y‘“'on therem, executed, officiated, or exercised any of the said offices 
is imofed h ^ 1 of o“y- or c°“n‘y of Dublin. The penalty of 5001 

however in^f nf B.ronoh of this enactment ; the provisions of which are, 
viraircont n ’'/bitnaUy violated in the sheriffs’ office of the city of Dublin. Indi- 

ostenrible” T ““"‘“i'By o* clerks, but really as under-sherifFs, the 

ostensible under-sheriff being merely their nominee. 

and iut'he effff "'f “K?"’®!’* of the sheriffs’ office, as ministerial to the superior courts, 
the returns of committed entirely (save some occasional interference with 

akcr S aie bif "‘i " f **’“ “b’chcriff or snb-slieriff’s clerk i and the high- 

ncnlts aie both virtually and positively e.Ycluded from all interference therewith. 
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CORPORATEBODY- ofnce of sub-shei'ifF is of late generally farmed, sometimes to tlie sub-sherifF, some- 

times to a clerk who proposes to the high-sheriff a nominal sub-sheriff, and it has happened, 
one not previously known to the high-sheriff. The terms of arrangement vai-y; sometimes 
a division of the profits into three parts takes place, one-third to each high-sheriff, and one- 
third to the sub-sheriff. Sometimes a sum certain is secured to the high-sheriffs. In a late 
instance the arrangement was— first, to defray the actual expenses, then to pay 2,400^., if 
so much should be received, to the high-sheriffs ; the surplus, if any, not exceeding 8001,, 
to be retained by the sub-sheriff ; any further surplus to be paid to the high-sherifis ; so that 
if the profits did not give more than 2,4001. above actual expenses, the sub-sheriff could re- 
ceive notliing. (It is said these terms are generally fixed by deed perused by the recorder.) 
In this instance the sub-sheriff received about 4001. for his own labour. 

For the year ending Michaelmas, 1833, the arrangement was made by the higli-sheriffs 
with two gentlemen, one of whom was clerk in the office, and nominal returning officer ; the 
other a former sub-sheriff, and actual returning officer. It was to this effect : — the high- 
sheriffs to receive 1,5001. each, the two clerks, with whom the arrangement was made, the 
surplus, not exceeding 8001., out of which they were to pay the nominal sub-sheriff 801., 
and a friend of his, who assisted in some of the official duties, 201. There was no surplus, 
nor even 3,0001. received, though the auctioneer paid 4001. for his appointment, which went 
to the sheriffs, as part of the receipts of the office for the year ; so that the acting sub-sheriffs, 
who were also the clerk and returning officer, received no emolument or remuneration what- 
ever, but sustained loss of money as well as time and labour. The sub-sheriff was a student 
in college at the time, without any experience in the office, and with whom the high-sheriff 
had no previous acquaintance. 

On a former occasion, in like manner, the person appointed sub-sheriff was merely nomi- 
nal, getting 1001. from the clerks at vvhose instance he was named, who negotiated the mat- 
ter, and were the actual and real lessees of the office, and divided the surplus produce of 
the office, (that year 1,0001. above the high-sheriff’s share, which was 3,0001.) 

One result of such arrangements is, that the important duties and powers of this high 
office — amongst others, the execution and return of all writs, the selection of jurors, and 
formation ana return of panels, devolve upon, and are actually and almost exclusively 
conducted and executed by, mere clerks, irresponsible and unknown to the law; for it is 
expressly admitted, (and on this entire matter ourReport is mainly, if not altogether, founded 
on the evidence of the high-sheriffs themselves and of the clerks), that the high-sheriffs con- 
ceive they cannot, with safety to their bargain, interfere at all in the performance or exer- 
cise of those duties or authorities; and also that the sub-sheriff is a mere nominal officer, 
without experience, who attends only where his presence is necessary in point of form. It 
is in evidence before us, that tlie su6-sheriff signs llie official warrants in blank, and leaves 
them in the office to be filled up under the direction of the clerks. 

In those unrecognised, irresponsible clerks are deposited also the selection and nomina- 
tion of all the inferior officers connected with the office, to whom the execution of writs is 
actually intrusted. It appears on the same evidence that the bailiffs defray a considerable 
proportion of, if not all, the rent of the sheriffs’ office ; and the auctioneer pays a rent or sum 
of from 200^. to 400^, per annum for his office, and has been permitted to enlarge, or rather 
sustained and countenanced in charging, 5 per cent, on the amount of all sales, above the 
legal fees defined by statute, and payable to the sheriff. Sometimes the sheriffs hire the 
auctioneer at a stipulated salary, yet charge the debtor 5 per cent, as for auction fees. 
Sometimes the arrangement between the sheriff and auctioneer is, that they shall divide 
this 5 per cent, so illegally charged, and which is extorted by all the formidable powers 
the officer of the law possesses over the debtor under execution. The consequences are 
not merely calamitous to the distressed debtor — they not unfrequently appear in obstacles 
to the fair creditor — in the difficulty of levy from a wealthy defendant, or in the face of a 
friendly execution. 

We have had in evidence cases of considerable hardship, arising out of the misconduct 
of the auctioneer, with whom the sub-sheriff or clerk (as they declared) considered he 
could not decisively interfere, without endangering the rent of the office, even in cases 
where he disapproved of his demand, nor the liigh-sheriff, with safety to his stipulated sum 
and indemnity deed. 

Tlie policy, if not the strict letter of the statute 12 Geo. I. c. 4, s. 7, which pro- 
hibits sheriffs from letting their offices to farm, is thus violated in all the arrangements of 
tlie sheriffs’ office of Dublin ; and a direct motive and interest are created in the officials 
by wiiotn the actual business is performed, to make their bargain profitable by the exaction 
and levy of fees. 

Fees in. The following is a list of the Pees demanded in this office, as returned to us : — 

“ On amount levied under a Writ of Fieri Facias for the first 100^. one shilling 
in the pound, and for every pound over 100^. sixpence. The like fees on 
the sum marked at the foot of a Writ of Capias ad Satisfaciendum — when 
executed. 

£. s. d. 



For executing a Writ of Habere Facias Possessionem . . 2 6. 2 

On a V/rit of Inquiry of Damages . . . . . . 1 11 6 

For taking Bail on a marked Writ and Discharge . . . 2 10 0 

For executing a Writ of Replevin, taking Bail, Warrant, Ssc. . 2 10 0 

For discharging a Defendant under a marked Writ . . . 0 10 I 

For executing a Writ of Habeas Corpus . . . , .034 
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For serring a Defendant with a Sninmons under a Writ of Scire 
Facias .... 



CORPORATE BODY. 



Affidavit, &c. 



For eveiy Nil on ditto. 

For proclaiming under a Writ of Outlawr 
For a Warrant on a marked Writ . 

For a Search for Fi.’ Fa.’s *. 

For Panel to Writ of Venire Facias ! ! 

Ditto to Distringas Juratores, and summoning Jnrv 

For a Grand Panel to strike a SpecialJury . “ 

Special Distringas on ditto .... 

Tales • • • . . 

Search for Detainers against a Defendant in Custody 

For summoning a Peer or Member of Pavliann ' 

For signing Warrant, on Civil Bill Decree 
Ditto for Habere under ditto court 



The fees on writs of execution in the above table ate those given to sheriffs b» the 
statute 6 Anne . c. 7 . s. 3, which expressly limits the sheriff’s demand of this rate tf 
poundage on writs of Fieri h acias to the amount which the goods taken in execution shal 

be valued at, or amount unto, and as ho shall levy and pay over to the plaintiff ‘ “ 

In practice the payment of this poundage, and of the other fees of the office on writs of 

iT “teotimes compromises the 

debt with the plaintiff, sornetimes gams time, or procures the entire withdfawal of the 
execution. Plaintiffs also, m the-expectation of such compromises, or from friendlv motives 
towaids the debtor, often direct the sale to be postponed ; but, in these cases, it'seems to 
be t he understaudiug and practice of the offlee, that the sheriffs’ concurrence in the arrange" 
ment is not to deprive them of the .fees ; and actual payment of the fees and poundage on 

to m“evenTXl° mav'™ isaceordingly required, in theSrst insfance, 

to pi event their making an immediate sale, even against the wishes of both parties, and 
without any reference to the ultimate result of the proceedings, or the value of the goods 
a*®* “ T '““sd on such occasions by that person, 

nndei th. eats of an immediate sale ; although the demand of such fees, in any case, appears 
to be a violation of the provisions of the statute above referred to, the poundage thereby 
given bemg, we apprehend, intended to remunerate the sheriffs for all the cxpeifses of th^ 
lev). 'The court of exchequer, in a late instance, the details of which were ilid before us 
awarded restitution with costs, of auctioneer’s fees, very oppressively extorted in this way’ 

IL“sWff” ulbrnately withdrawn ; and after a distinct intimation from 

doufhaiSlv '■ A that the plaintiff’s attorney had desired nothing to he 

fees hSfiin »“°mpaiiied by a statement that the sheriff’s 

lees had been paid, and “ to make his (the auctioneer’s) as light as he could.” 

hi"'® been sold under executions, tSt the'fSd 
red S r ye sheriffs; office accounts of the proceeds and of theii- dis- 

position. GenoiM statciuents not shewing the particulars of the sheriff’s charges are the 

A further fee, in cases of execution, and not specified in the above table, is sometimes 
demanded, of from I3r. 4d. to U. 6s. Sd. This is called a lodgment fee, and see™ to be 
demanded chiefly on friendly executions. ® ■ 

eaci Snel l’ ““■missioiiers of Wide Streets, for returning 

retorrsef*’ *^’ amonnt appears to be paid fo? 

returns of juries on commissions of lunacy. ^ 

of arsteUffk’^office**'" statement of the official fees 

Tho sheriffs are entitled to some fees on proceedings in the City Record Court aiirl nre 
sen men, s me made to them by the Court Quarto? Sessions li/lil of fets on pr^ 

The amount of prerentments to the sheriffs for the year 1833 was 368f. 4r. Wd. 

bat are dbe°/,l.^ s™* Pi’osented, are not granted to the sub-sheriff, 

W l ^ received by the high-shenffs themselves. 

Sheri® 7, J“’ie.s which are empannelled by the Juries leluineil li, 

taenffs. It IS necessary here to notice the composition of those juries in detail mcia. 

Jun r!tarne”d “ 'ha Grand Jury, usually called the Term Grand Term Grand Juries, 

he city y n.y “ “ 'he Court of King’s Bench every term, for the county of 

Rene? re1 . J subsequent part of this 

Cel il 7 I assessment, le.y, and appropriation of a tax called Gramf Jury 

(hemamom f- yanoiis Acts of Parliament have constituted this body 

pabll ole" ‘mportant pub 10 works and establishments, and the electors to mani 
ta we liave ml7L"°d*'!7 “I '™ 'ho.ooiitrol over the collection and expenditure of th'e 
bp fi; 1 "^®ntioned, tlie selecuon or the officers and contractors through whom it is to 

OterciselfmuchintereSto tS cirixlllarSr^ 'hair due 
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QuaHer Sessions 
Grand Juries. 



Special Juries. 



Practically these powers and patronage have long been vested in the members of the 
corporation. The Term Grand Juries are generally composed of the aldermen and 
sheriffs’ peers and members of the guild of merchants, and other guilds. In the panel of 
the Term Grand Juries, returned by the sheriffs, the names of the members of the board 
of aldermen are placed at the head, with the exception of such of them as are police 
magistrates, or not resident within the count}' of the city. This reduces the number of 
aldermen returned to about sixteen. The practice is stated to be to return the names of 
bank directors alternately with those of sheriffs’ peers after the names of the aldermen. 
The members of the corporation summoned are stated to attend more punctually than other 
persons. A few Roman Catholics ax-e occasionally returned : an alderman, who stated that 
he supposed he had served twenty grand juries, said, that he had probably served with 
three Roman Catholics. Other individuals, not members of the corpoi’ation, are also 
occasionally sworn on these juries; but the great majority ('especially in the Easter and 
Michaelmas terms, which are those in which the public money is presented) has for many 
years been composed of aldermen and other members of the corporation ; and the introduc- 
tion of other persons is rather remarkable as an exception to the general practice, than as 
serving in any way to diminish the predominant corporate influence. The evidence given 
before the committee of the House of Commons, on Municipal Corporations in 1833, (in 
page 245,) shews tlie prevalence of this system, and the numerous attendance of aldermen 
and other members of the corporation on those juries. 

The composition of this jury, thus selected from the leading members of an exclusive 
political body, has long been the subject of much jealousy, and, in our opinion, well-founded 
complaint, on the part of a large portion of the citizens of Dublin. 

The Quarter Sessions Grand Jury also possesses powers of presenting, for certain pur- 
poses, sums to be defrayed by the Grand Jury Cess. The objects of their presentments are 
limited, and the sums presented are about 3,4001. in the year. A sheriffs’ peer is usually 
the foreman of the jury. Of late years, it does not present any very uniform or marked 
distinction in the number of jurors belonging to the corporation ; but of 183 persons, who 
appear to have composed fourteen quarter sessions grand juries, it has been stated that only 
eight were Roman Catholics. 

Tile arrangemeut of the grand panel of freemen, freeholders, &c. from which special 
juries are struck in the superior courts, is deserving of peculiar notice, in relation to the 
functions of the sheriffs, as connected with the administration of justice on the most important 
occasions. It is calculated to preserve a predominant influence in the party to which the 
corporation is attached, in the selection of jurors on political trials. This subject was 
brought before the committee of the House of Commons on Municipal Corporations in 1 833, 
on whose Report the present Commission was issued, and much evidence relating to it will 
be found in the printed minutes of the evidence given before that committee. The alder- 
men and sheriffs’ peers appear by custom to be considered as holding stations entitling 
them to precedence in the panel, although, except the limited amount of qualification re- 
quired from tlie sheriffs (the mode of ascertaining which is, as we have seen, not always 
practically enforced), the possession of these offices does not necessarily imply any paramount 
title on the ground of property to this position. In the panel of 1833, upwards of 100 
names occur, including those of all the aldermen and sheriffs’ peers, before that of a Roman 
Catholic likely to attend, if selected. The entire numbers on that panel are 714, and of the 
whole only about seventy-nine are Roman Catholics. From the mode of striking the juries, 
it is alleged, and appears probable, that a jury may be entirely composed of the foremost 
names on the panel, to the consequent exclusion of any, save members of the coi'poration 
and individuals of the same political party. Their observation of the juries sworn under 
this system on political or party trials, combined with the strong exclusive and anti-catho- 
lic opinions avowed and acted on by the corporation, put forward by the candidates for 
the office of sheriff in the pledges required from them by that body, and afterwards observed 
by those officers in their civic entertainments, have naturally produced in a numerous class 
of the citizens a deep-rooted feeling, that the exercise of this important branch of the func- 
tions of the sheriffs is on such occasions affected, if not guided, by their known or suspected 
political partialities. This want of confidence, in the impartiality of these officers has been 
strongly expressed in evidence before us. Without imputing to individuals a deviation from 
what they conscienliously believe to be their proper line of duty, it may we think be safely 
asserted, that circumstances place the sheriffs appointed by the corporation in a position 
unfavourable to the observance of that impartial and independent conduct, which ought to be 
preserved by all concerned in any branch of the administration of justice. The political qua- 
lifications wiiich are understood to be the best recommendation to the office, imply the adop- 
tion of the opinions and the support of the ascendancy of a party. Deriving their office from 
the corporation, and often looking to it for future advancement in corporate dignity, the 
sheriffs cannot, in ordinary cases, be expected to adopt any changes in the system of empaa- 
aielling and returning jurors, which would tend to diminish the influence of the body at 
large, or of its members — an influence in which as sheriffs’ peers they thenceforward expect 
to share. In a recent instance, where one of the high-sheriffs properly departed from the 
accustomed course of summoning Valuation Juries, by introducing in fair proportions 
the names of individuals not members of the corporation, he stated to us, thatfiis conduct 
in doing so was complained of by corporators, who seemed to consider it a matter of right 
in the members of the corporation to be summoned on those juries. The constitution 
of the corporate body precludes the prospect of any very important spontaneous change 
taking place in its character, which would render it less objectionable to the large population 
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X" rvJ’B*** V'° sheriffs is dependent on the body, by whom C 01 tP 0 a.vrEB 0 DY. 

they have been elected, and may be further promoted. Alegisktive reform of ie corpora 
tion Itself, 01 alteration of the mode of electing these important functionaries, seems fo us 
Msential to give to the administration of justice in the metropolis that entire public confi- 
It It should be attended in every tvell-regulated community. ^ 

The Valuation Juries are paid by the board to whom they are returned at the rate nf a v i r t • 
guinea a day to each juror. This arrangement was mad^ some years back, ai r/he 
consequence appears to be that those juries have been usuallv composed of memberof the 
corpmation ^ We have above alluded to the change made on a late occasion by one of the 
sheiiffa This gentleman stated to us that the original panel of that jury, furnished to him 
“clusivoly of corporators, and that the sub- 

£m oMrpa^o°nIg! -PPO-d 

The conduct of the sheriffs’ office in relation to the return of oettv iurors on ti-inl.! -p k x • 

f threount'^'f fh‘’°-r' *>1 i'*" 40 G™- Hi. o. 72, whidi, reciting 

1'°^ H'.>I>lin contained many persons qualified to serve asjnrori; 
hrtfiom the caielessness and misconduct of the sheriffs, under-sheriff, coroner, or other 
officer, to whom the summoning and returning of jurors usually belonged, the burthen of 
serving upon jurms fell upon a few. to their great grievance and’ oppression, enacted thS 
no person should be summoned and returned to serve on any jury or juries in more than 
one of Ins Majesty s Courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas, oi- Esciieqiier, durinv the 
same term, or the respective sittings after term of the said courts,”-and that no shlriff 
&c. should summon or return any person who had served as a juror in the Court of Kinu's 
Bench, &c. foi' the space of two terms after such service. ° 

We have not had any complaints by individuals of the violation of these provision^ bv 
the shenfls, but there are a few persons who it is stated are anxious to attend on thes- 
_iunes, and are frequently on them, it is believed, from a view to the small fee paid to the 
jurors. _ I heir punctuality of attendance is assigned as the reason for their beino; summoned 
and It is admitted tliat m respect to them the statute is not observed. The class of iurors 
returned on these panels has been impi-oved of late years. 

In the evidence given before the Commissioners of Inquiry into the Fees and Emoluments 
published m their 1.5th Report in the year 1826, fpp. 61, 64, and 
48J to 533,) we find a case of the direct packing a jury for a criminal trial, at the Court of 
Quarter Sessions, at the instance of one of the parties. No evidence has been laid before 
u ■'''hich jurors are returned by 

the sheriffs of the city, and the return of grand and petty jurors to the Commission Court 
and petty and marketjurors to the Court of Quarter Sessions on ordinary occasions does not 
present any peculiar grounds of observation. 

The mode of summoning jurop on writs of inquiry is higlily objectionable. This duty 
IS left to the bailiffs of the sheriffs’ office, who are sent out without any list or panel to 
summon whom they please for the occasion. 

1 Wi; sheriff from the fees of the office may be estimated at from Emulumenfs 

1,300/. to 1_,.>00/. per annum. A small proportion of the sliopage and anchorage dues 
mentioned in our account of the office of lord mayor, is paid to the sheriffs— it seldom 
exceeds 251. to the two sheriffs. 

The disbursements of the sheriffs’ office are stated to be about 800/. in payment of clerks, 

&c. Ihe summoner of juries is paid 80/. per annum. Tlie bailiffs do not receive any salary 
or allowance from_ the sheriff, tliey are paid for their services by the attorneys who employ 
tliem in the execution of process. They give security to the sheriffs in 2,000/. 

Ihe expenditure made by the sheriffs during their year of office is considerable. They 
eep handsome equipages, and are expected to give a series of civic entertainments to the 
aaermen and other members of the common council, the city officers and other persons 
nnected with the corporation. These expenses generally amount to, and sometimes exceed 
the sheriffs receipts from the office. 

ments of the commons have not, as such, individually any functions or emolu- Cnmmon Cnuncil 

rpi ' L -fl. , , men, functions of. 

.u i>? peers are alone eligible to the office of alderman, and they are governors of 

the Blue Coat Hospital. ® 

By the Dublin Police Act, 48 Geo. III. c. 140, already noticed, six of the divisional magis- 
trates are to be sheriffs’ peers, three to be appointed bv the lord lieutenant, and three elected 
Dy the common council. The number has been reduced to four by the 5 Geo. IV. c. 102. 
e provisions for their election, and for supplying vacancies among them, are precisely 
e same as those stated in reference to the aldermen, as police magistrates, in our account 
T r j inqtjiry there was one supernumerary sheriff’s peer, 

h-sq., attached to the head office of police ; but this gentleman has been since 
appointed to another divisional office, in the room of Sir Garrett Neville, deceased, 
ihe lollowing is a list of the present sheriffs’ peers : 



M. C. I. 



John Semple ..... 
James Blacker (Police Magistrate) 
Montiford J. Hay .... 
John Tudor (Police Magistrate) 

Henry Charles Sirr (Police Magistrate) 
Richard Manders «... 

* DU not ierve in the off.c?. 



Elected Sheriff. 
1802 
1804 
1804 
1804 
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Elected Sherifi. 



Recorder, his 
functions. 



In the Courtof , 
Qunrter Sessions. 



1807 

1808 
1809 
1811 

1817 

1818 
1818 
1819 
1822 

1823 

1825 

1825 

1826 
1826 

1827 

1828 
1828 

1829 

1830 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1832 

1833 
1833 



Leonard Ogilvy ... 

Hickman Kearney (Commissioner of Paving) 

John George 

Sir Edward Stanley, Knt. (Local Inspector of Prisons) 

Brent Neville . . . • 

Geoi'ge Studdart (Police Magistrate) 

William Long .... 

Robert White .... 

William Wood (Keeper of the Sheriff’s Prison) 

George Newcombe 
Charles Thorpe 

John Lloyd .... 

Samuel Lamprey 
James Moore 

John Alley .... 

Sir Thomas Charles Yates, Knt. . 

Henry Bunn . . • • 

Sir David Roose, Knt. 

Ponsonby Shaw 

Patrick Flood . . . • 

William Scott . . . • 

John Mallet . . . • 

George Halahan 
John Keating Taylor. 

Sir Geoi'ge Preston, Knt. . 

Sir William Wainwright Lyner, Knt. 

Sir Drury Jones Dickinson, Knt.. 

Sir Richard Baker, Knt. . . - - , , ,t ■ • ^ 

76. The Recorder is, by the charters of Richard HI. and 17 Charles II., a _3ustice of Over 
and Terminer and general gaol delivery, and a justice of peace within the city. He is also, 
by the 18th section of the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, a justice of the peace for the liberties thereto 
adjoining. , . , 

The 19th section of the same Act constitutes the lord mayor, or Reorder, with two 
justices of the peace, a quorum of the city Quarter Sessions. In practice, the recorder is 
the acting president of the court; the lord mayor only attending to open it, as already 
stated. According to the 39 Geo. III. c. 55, s. 4, no trial can be proceeded upon, except 
in the presence of the recorder, or his sufficient deputy, being a barrister of six years 
standing. Save as a member of this court, the recorder does not transact any magis- 
terial business. . i • • j 

Although, by the charter above mentioned, the recorder is named a justice or Uyer and 
Terminer and general gaol delivery, and from hla judicial character, habits, and experience 
in the Court of Quarter Sessions, would seem a more eligible officer to be joined in com- 
mission with the judges than the lord mayor, yet he never is so associated. ^ 

By the 31 Geo. 'll. c. 16, the recorder is empowered to hold a Civil_ Bill Court 
twice in the year, “to hear and determine in a summary way, by English bill or paper 
petition, all disputes and differences between party and party, arising within the liberties 
and jurisdiction of the city, for any sura above forty shillings, and not exceeding^ twenty 
pounds (of the late Irish currency), in all actions of debt on any bond, bill, or specialty for 
payment of money only, and in actions on the case, on any promissory note or bill of 
exchange, or for any sum above forty shillings, and not exceeding ten pounds, in all actions 
on the case in assumpsit, in simul computasset, trover, conversion, quantum meruit, and 
detinue. By the 38 Geo. III. c. 25, s. 7, the recorder is required to hold this court four 
times in the year, as nearly as may be conveniently at equal distances from each other, to be 
fixed by him. _ . n j v i ,j 

The recorder acts as assessor of the civil court of the corporation, called the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court. 

He is the legal adviser of the corporation, and attends the meetings of the lord mayoi 
and aldermen and the assemblies of both houses, on occasions of the trial of election petitions, 
but he has not any vote, and can only interfere in the proceedings when called on for nis 
opinion. . . 

By the 21st section of the .5 Geo. IV. c. 102, the rules and regulations of the divisional 
justices of the castle division of the police district of Dublin metropolis, with respect to 
the stations and conduct of the drivers of carriages plying for hire to or from the city, must 
be sanctioned and approved of by the recorder. . 

The present recorder, Frederick Shaw, Esq. was elected in March, 1828, and has jnee 
personally attended to the duties of the office, except on one occasion, when prevented by 
illness. He has, since his appointment, declined practising generally as a barrister, an 
does not go circuit. _ . . 

We have noticed, in our account of the election of this officer, the particular restrictions 
imposed on him by statute as to professional practice. _ . f i, 

According to the present arrangements of the respective courts, the public duties or t e 
recorder are as follows : — _ , 

The general Quarter Sessions are held in the months of January, April, July* 
October (the periods for the year 1835 are the 13th January, 28th April, 14lh July, an( 
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when commenced so late as the 14th or 15th, sometimes contlLe to near the Sfof the 
month The adjournments are fixed by the recorder, who states that he, as neaUy S 
possible, divides the interval between the last day of the sittings and the mxt graLS 
quarter sessions day At the adjourned sessions no business is Aone, save the frial of 
custody cases ; they last about a week. 

The Civil Bill Court is held in the same months, of Januarv Anril Tnlv nn/^ 
the 20th of each month. Should the business of the Court of Quarter Serious contbiue to 
those dajs, its sittings are suspended for the purpose of holding the Civil Bill Court and 
oTthre” " of' geaerally occu^es two 

i” ‘Ik y®ar, on the Thursdav 

tfoec^i; arday®S^^^^^^^ ""o* “““S'-- KanerallJ 

The quarter assemblies of the common council, at which the recorder a,, i 

recorder is required, amount ta'thi Se'' to^bonf&ur mS^ 

mi. to which it had been raised from 3501. is alr paH a sma7suC ont'tf X 
slippage and anchorage, amounting to about 26/. per annum. A fee of 21. 2s is paid to 
him on all corporation leases, and he is paid fees on cases submitted to his opinion bfthe 
corporation.^ He sits with and advises the lord mayor and aldermen at th&r meetmgs 
without special remuneration ; but, when sitting with the common council on the tifal 
ofelection petitions, is paid 1«. 10s. a day. oouuoii on tne tiial 

He XeiXX 1™ w’ or emolument from the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court 

He receives the fees regulated by statute in the Civil Bill Court. 

belbouTlTI!* ‘’■= Koorder to 

c 140 and°5'’Geo’’Yv °e ‘ini>’'“R ‘’X sq'T' '*■ P°'‘“ G®”- M- 

c. 140, and 5 Geo, IV c. 102. By the 59th section of the former Act, which recites that 

by the provisions of that Act, the duties of the recorder would be considerably inmeasS’ 
ami that his salary would be inadequate to the trouble and importance of his^ office the 
lord lieutenant was empowered to direct the yearly sum of 1,0001, to be paid out of tL 
ho“ifnf ° “P®”f ® “f ‘t" police establishment to the rccorde? in augmenta- 

t onof his salary. And by the 27th section of 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, fwhlch as alreadv 
Peoetising as counsel in any criminal or’civil court 
wilhm the police district of the metropolis,) the lord lieutenant is empowered to direct an 
additional yearly sum not exceeding 6001. to be paid to him out of th? same fond 

cup;TeS^’L4“7t I'srd/f/’tli: 

His income from these several sources may be stated at 1,9801. per annum 

fei DuttXinr' of Erasmus Smith's schools, and a commissioner 

* ,E “‘o execution the acts relative to the Poddle river. 

■ Ihe functions of the coroners are those common to such officers in counties at large 
citv und™ m 1’ P/®"”';?'”'" of the Term Grand Jury for the county of 8ie 

Sm uXenhW ,1 f II r 7' ^ *' •’'"y o^oh presenting 

Sn? f„,t ^ ■“ P‘0‘oi*otl by scotion 4, to the two coroners, 

X ,®/r ‘y SE'OOO® ? yoo‘ ‘o each. The county of the city of Dublin is exoresslv 
ciMpted from the provisions of the later statutes, 4 Geo. IV. c. 43, and 5 Geo IV e 93 ' 

™ LXXh®®,d°:h°- t""- " G-nd'jury .o'lrLInt'suA 

ZnXtb^. necessary, not exceeding 20s„ to be paid to the coroner or 

This rme, lUquKition taken m a gaol or prison within the county of the city, 

con irZl ““ e^epted from the operation of the statute 50 Geo. III. c. 30, but may be 

conadered mi impliedly repealed by the 1 Geo. IV. c. 28. >7 

mrisd’ictin! f X”i°y Conscience was, as already slated, incident to the 

X ni c. 16 ““y°'' *'■ '*"* being, until the enactment of the statute 33 

tcilt hildSX” “That the jurisdiction of the Court of Con- 

tile city of Dublin, from time immemorial, before the chief magistrate of 

one of y? with the assistance of the aldermen, sheriffs, and sheriffs’ peers, or some or 
and tLi“’ causes between party and party, under the value of 40s., be, 

lord nvix.« ® 4^^? thereby established, ratified, and confirmed.” By the same section the 
the his year of office, was exonerated from attending upon this court, and 

of lorrl^Q,-^^^ transferred to tlie alderman who shall have served in the office 

should j ^ preceding year, and for the term of one year next after he 

aldermen ct, same power of calling to” his assistance the 

usiiallv peers, or some one or more of them, as had theretofore been 

tion in the h tiy the chief magistrate of the city. To prevent any interrup- 

a subseaiient*^*fT^°^ illness or necessary absence of the president, 

“1 s atute, the 11, 12 Geo. III. c. 11, s. 71, empowered the president of the 

E 2 
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reports from commissioners on 



Court of Conscience for the time being, by warrant under his hand and seal, to appoint 
any one of the aldermen to officiate in his place during his illness or necessary aibsence. 
Under colour of this latter enactment the presidents of the Court of Conscience for the 
time beintr have, in several late years, let the office to other aldermen to farm. The 
rent paid'^on these occasions has been 1,000^. for the yearj the deputy paying also the 
expenses of the court, which are from 250^ to 300^. 

The president has not any power of compelling the attendance of the aldermen, sheriffs, 
or sheriffs’ peers, to give him assistance in the performance of the business of the court ; 
but he is generally to some extent assisted by the two sheriffs’ peers who had served as 
sheriffs during his mayoralty. It has been a practice for some years past to pay a salary of 
100/. to one of the sheriffs’ peers to act as permanent assistant to the president. 

The emoluments of this office are entirely derived from fees paid by the suitors on the 
proceediiKTs; the particulars of them, and the practice of the court, will be found in a 
subsequen't part of this Report. They produce to the president about 1 ,500/. for the year. 
The court is held every day. , ^ ^ j , , 

79. The Town Clerks are also the prothonotaries of the Civil Court of Record, clerks of 
the peace for the county of the city of Dublin, and clerks of the Crown at the Court 
of Quarter Sessions. • , -i -l 

Their duties in these several capacities have been returned to us in detail by those 
officers, and are as follows : — 

As Town Clerks, they attend all general quarter and post assemblies, and all other meet- 
ings of the corporation — prepare allbusiness for these meetings — and draw the resolutions and 
orders. Thev engross and record on rolls of parchment all Acts of Assembly and other pro- 
ceedings of the corporation, and keep copies of all those proceedings. They pi'epare the 
election books for holding the elections of the several corporate officers, keep the several 
rolls of oaths, and administer these oaths to freemen and officers on admission and election, 
and prepare the necessary beseeches for freemen seeking to be admitted. They prepare 
and attend the execution of all bonds given by corporate officers ; they act as secretaries 
to the Board of Aldermen, and attend all meetings of the Pipe Water and other standing 
committees, and of all special and sub-comrnittees of tlie Common Council ; enter all 
their transactions in books, and draw up the several Reports of the sub-committees to 
the general committee, and of the general or standing committees to the quarter and 
post assemblies. They write all letters, and act in every respect to all these several com- 
mittees as general secretaries ; they draw all notices of post assemblies, and have copies 
of them posted ; and they take the charge of, and keep in safe custody, all the charters, 
rolls of assembly, rolls of oaths, title deeds, leases, bonds, books, and all other muniments, 
documents, and papers belonging to the corporation. 

As Prothonotaries to the lord Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court, they enter all the original 
plaints, actions, and attachments issued out of the court, sign and seal them ; file the 
affidavits upon which they are grounded, and keep the books and records of the 
court. They file, preserve, and make entries of all bail pieces, appearances and 
pleadings; enter all rules, orders, &c. in the court books; attend chamber and 
other motions ; make out records ; issue process ; attend in court on the several trials; 
swear juries; record verdicts; mark judgments; tax the costs; make out executions; 
file writs from the superior courts, and make out returns thereon. 

As Clerks of the Peace and Clerks of the Crown, they give receipts for all informations, 
recognizances, convictions, &c. returned to their office by the magistrates of the city of Dub- 
lin ; read and consider informations, to enable them to draw indictments in such cases as are 
not prosecuted by the crown or by public bodies ; abstract all indictments into books for 
the use of the court, and file all informations, recognizances, convictions, appeals, &c. lodged 
in their office ; they summon the prosecutors and witnesses to attend, and give evidence on 
the several cases for trial at the respective sittings of the sessions court ; send letters and no- 
tices to the magistrates and grand juries, informing them of the several adjournments of the 
court, and requiring their attendance when necessary, and give notice to the several police- 
offices of the adjournments of the court ; they attend the court during its sittings, and swear 
the grand and other juries, and all prosecutors and witnesses ; arraign prisoners and traver- 
sers; record their pleas, the findingsof the juries, and thesentences pronounced by the court; 
and generally act as registers of the court and secretaries to the grand jury; they give 
notice to traversers, bail, and prosecutors of the time traverser’s trials are to take place 
(which, latterly, has been at the commencement of each general quarter sessions), ana 
record their appearance or non-appearance, as the case may be; they read and lay before 
the court all money presentments made by the grand juries, and also such presentments of 
nuisances as they return ; record the conditional orders of the court thereon, and serve 
copies of such nuisance presentments and orders on the several persons referred to by them. 
If such presentments shall not be traversed, they have affidavits of the service of them, and 
of the orders made upon them, drawn, sworn, filed, and moved before the court, that such 
orders may be made absolute, and when made absolute they make out warrants grounded 
thereon, directing the sheriffs to abate such nuisances. In cases of traverses to such pre- 
sentments, they draw and prepare the traverses and recognizances, and give notice to persons 
entering into them of the times of trial. They procure and summon witnesses to sustain 
such presentments, and, when necessary, instruct and fee counsel for such purpose, and 
on the presentment being found by the petty jury, make out warrants to the sheriffs to 



abate the nuisances. Tliey carry on such prosecutions as maybe directed by the grand 



jury and court against persons indicted for keeping nuisances, and procure witnesses, 
instruct and fee counsel to sustain such prosecutions. They make out (previous to the 
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several general quarter sessions) and lodge with the sheriffs, precepts, requiring them to 
return grand and other jury panels to the general quarter sessions. They draw present- 
ments, and affidavits verifying them, for the several grand juries, and copy and file them, 
after their being confiimed.^ They make out returns for government, and for the local 
inspector of prisons in Dublin, every year, of the several persons tried, and their crimes, 
their pleas, the verdicts of the juries, and sentences of the court. They make out certifi- 
cates for persons obtaining licences for the sale of gunpowder, and register same, and 
register the rules and regulations of friendly societies. They attend at the several sittings 
of the Civil Bill Ejectment Court, and enter the proceedings ; take minutes of the evidence 
given, record and sign the decrees, dismisses, &c., appeals, recognizances, and other docu- 
ments. receive, copy in alphabetical order, and cause to be printed, published, and 

distributed, notices of persons applying to be registered as voters for the city otDublin ; 
attend the several sittings of the Registry Court, with the books, papers, and d^uments, 
in the office of the clerks of the peace, connected therewith; and grant certificates to such 
persons as are allowed to register and file their affidavits. They record all orders made by 
the Registry Court for allowing or disallowing persons to be registered. Thev also attend 
all elections for members to serve in parliament for the city of Dublin, and' produce all 
books and documents in their office relative to such elections ; provide rolls of oaths to be 
taken by Roman Catholic electors, and grant certificates of their having taken such oaths 
They administer oaths of allegiance, and other oaths enjoined by Act of Parliament, to such 
persons as require the same to be administered to them. They receive, copy, and cause to 
be printed, all notices served by persons applying to the Quarter Sessions’ Court for licences 
to retail beer, &c. ; attend, the hearing of such applications, and register the order of the 
court thereon, and the objections, if any, made to such applications being granted; and 
give certificates to such of the applicants as the court deems fit to be licensed. They 
register the names, residences, &c., of all persons obtaining licences for the sale of beer, 
spirits, wine,_&c., and the names, residences, professions, &c., of their several sureties. They 
prepare and issue precepts and schedules to the high constable and- grand jury cess col- 
lectors of the city of Dublin, requiring returns from them of all persons in their districts 
qualified to serve on juries, and lay such returns before the court. They make a copy of 
the book, to be prepared by the court from such returns, and furnish the sherifis with a 
copy of such book, and preserve the other as a record. 

The town clerks are paid by the corporation a salary of 249^. 45. 8d., being 270^. of the 
tate currency. This salary has been fixed upwards of twenty years. They are also paid 
the annual sura of Zl. of the late currency, which is designated in the accounts their “ancient 
salary.” • • 

They receive from the Pipe Water establishment the salary of 184^. 125. 4d. 

The other emoluments of the office, as town clerks, and prothonotaries of the city record 
court, are derived from fees on the proceedings in the court, and on the admission of 
freemen, &c. 

Their fees produced in the year : — 



1832 

1833 



The entire receipts of the office in those years were : 
1832 Salaries £436 12 4] 



Fees 

Salaries 

Fees 



444 1 5f 
436 12 41 
408 18 4f 



£444 1 5 
408 18 4 

880 13 9 
84.5 10 8 



Tlie expenses of the office consist chiefly of the payment of a salary to a clerk. This was 
m the • 



Year ending Easter, 1832 . . . £278 0 0 

Year ending Easter, 1833 . . . 239 12 0 

The disbursements of the office for stationery, &c. are returned to us as amounting to 
25^. a year. The net annual income of this office to each town clerk, as such, and as pro- 
thonotary, may be estimated, therefore, as nearly 290J. 

Their emoluments as clerks of the peace are much more considerable. 

They are chiefly from presentments made by the Quarter Sessions Grand Jury, under 
the authority of the following legislative provisions : — ■ 

26 Geo. III. c. 40, s. .31,* — Under this section the grand jury 



This section empowers the grand jury at quarter sessions to raise such sums as theyshall think fit, not 
meecing ] ol. at each sessions, for paying a secretary for his trouble in drawing and entering the presentments 
‘‘ttfiuding such grand jury, during the quarter ses.sions. 

The 36th section empowers the grand jury, at each session, to raise any sum, not exceeding 201,, to be paid 
rom persons, appointed by them, for prosecuting nuisances and encroachments, or far abating, 

oving, or prostrating the same. The 37th section enacts, that the expenses and costs are to be taxed by 
P’’°P®/ officer of the court, and that an affidavit shall be made, by the persons employed, that the suras 
cnargtd have been bon&fide laid out, and disbursed upon such prosecutions. 

Ihe quarter sessions grand jury appears to have early appointed the clerks of the peace to the offices of 
secretary and prosecutor of nuisances ; as the 33 Geo. I II. c, 56, which repealed the 26 Geo. III. c. 40, 
provides, m the 29th section, “ that the repeal shall not affect the riglils, or claims, of the clerks of the peace, 
w any suras theretofore presented to them by the sessions grand jury, but that the several sums which the 
sessions grand jury were thereby authorized and empowered to present, and theretofore presented for them 
niieuot their fees, and for drawing and entering presentments, and attending grand juries, and for prosecuting 
n tv.'f and the sum theretofore presented to them for summoning prosecutors, should be continued 

nem as if the Act of the 26 Geo. III. had not been repealed. The clerks of the peace are the proper offi- 
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present, “ for drawing and entering presentments and at- 
tending the grand jury each sessions,” . . . 9 4 7^ 

Sec. 36. — The grand jury each sessions present for prosecuting nui- 
sances, &c. . . . . . . 18 9 2 

31 Geo. III. c. II, s. 1. — By this Act the grand jury are required 
to present at each sessions for the clerks of the peace, in 
addition to the sums then presented, 50/. of the late cur- 
rency, being . . . . . . 46 3 1 

33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 29.* — Under this Act the grand jury present, 
half-yearly, to the clerks of the joeace, for summoning 
prosecutors , , . . . . 21 0 0 



49 Geo. III. c. 101, 50 Geo. III. c. 103, 1, 2 Geo. IV. c. 77.— 

The 49 Geo. III. c. 101, contains a schedule of fees, pay- 
able to clerks of the peace, and other officers, for counties 
at large, on indictments ; and empowers the grand juries 
to present for such fees, in case of persons indicted, tried, 
acquitted, and discharged without fees. The 50 Geo. III. 
c. 103, s. 85, extended the 49 Geo. III. c. 101, to the 
county of the city of Dublin; and, for several years sub- 
sequent to the passing of this Act, it was the practice to 
make presentments to the clerks of the peace for fees on 
acquitted prisoners. The statute 50 Geo. III. c. 103, 
was however repealed by the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, and the 
power of presenting for fees to the clerks of the peace, on 
acquitted prisoners, accordingly ceased. Presentments are 
made to them under the 1, 2 Geo. IV. c. 77, (the 
Act which abolished jail fees) for fees on prisoners con- 
victed. The amount of these presentments is considerable. 

The following appear, in the presentments of the year 1833, 
to be the sums presented to the clerks of the peace on this 
account : — 

January Sessions .... .455 11 3 

Easter Sessions .... 369 7 6 

July Sessions .... 325 I 0 

October Sessions .... 486 6 10 

£1636 6 7 



56 Geo. III. c. 120. — Under this Act, clerks of the peace, &c. are bound 
to make certain returns to the chief secretary of the lord 
lieutenant, of the number of persons committed for trial, 
tried, and discharged, within each year, distinguishing 
their crimes, and other particulars. The grand jury, by 
section 3, are authorized to settle and present an allowance 
to those officers for their care, pains, and trouble in 
making such j-eturns. 

The term grand jury, accordingly, makes an annual pre- 
sentment to the clerks of the peace of the city of Dublin, 
on this account, of . 

The total amount of the sums presented by the quarter 
sessions grand jury, to the clerks of the peace, under the 
several authorities above-mentioned, for the year com- 
mencing the Easter session 1831, and ending Easter session 
1832, was ...... 

And for the year ending Easter session, 1833 . . 

^ The clerks of the peace claim by statute and usage va- 
rious fees. 

• Those by statute are — 

34 Geo. III. c. 22. — For granting certificates to Roman Catholics 
of having taken the oaths of qualification 

56 Geo. III. c. 91. — For each order for payment of — 

Expenses to prosecutors .... 

Ditto to witnesses ..... 

56 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 149 (Stamp Act). — For a copy of a conviction 
retiumed to their office and furnished to the distributor of 
stamps . . . . • , 



31 JO 0 

2235 19 1 
1760 13 9 

I 0 

1 0 
0 6 

1 0 



eers who tax the costs in criminal eases, and the appointment of them as prosecutors of nuisances seems 
thprefore objectionable with reference to the 37th section of the 26 Geo. III. 

The full sum of 20^. is presented to the clerks of the peace at each general quarter sessions for these prose- 
cutions, andthey defray thereouMhe expenses of them. 

dep^dcd^onu^a** stated in note, p.37. The sum is not defined, and the presentment appears to have previously 
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58 Geo. III. c. 39 (Civil Bill Ejectment Act)._On proceedings by 
Civil Bill Ejectment — ® 

For entering the cause 

Signing, entering, and recording the decree or dismiss ! 

Every summons 

Signing and entering every renewal . 

Entering verdict 

Recognizance of bail, and certificate of appeal * 

2 , 3 Wm. IV. c. 88, s. 34 (Reform Act). — For every certificate of 

registry of a voter . . . " , 

3, 4 Wm. IV. c. 68, s. 5. — For every certificate, to entitle a 

party to a licence to sell beer, &c. by retail . 

Section 10.— For every registry of the name, &c. of the 
person licensed 

The clerks of the peace claim, and receive, the followine 
fees by usage : — ® 

For drawing and entering a traverse to a presentment 
of a nuisance .... 

For copies of convictions, or adjudications, (save those 
under the Stamp Act,) a fee on each of 
For certificates of appeals being lodged to convictions', 
or adjudications, a fee on each of 
For certificates of informations, or indictments, and re*- 
cognizances, (called manucaptor warrants,) to enable those 
who become sureties for persons to abide their trials, to 
surrender them in discharge of their bail 
For entering rules, recording the entering bills of in- 
dictments, findings on such bills by the grand jury, appear- 
ances for the Crown and prosecutors, and verdicts of the 
juries, for each rule 

For all orders made by the court on motion, &c. ! 

For drawing every record of conviction, or acquittal of 
a prisoner, qr_ traverser, at the rate of 6d for every office- 
sheet, containing seventy-two words. 

The like for attesting same. 

For taxing bills of costs in criminal cases, each bill, 

Iflong . . . _ 

For certificates given to persons to deal in or sell gun- 
powder .... 

The total receipts of the clerks of the peace, from fees 
on licences, &c. for the year ending at Easter session 1832 
were .... 

Year ending Easter session 1833 . ’ 

One chief and three under clerks, and a messenger, are 
employed in the office of the clerks of the peace. The sa- 
laries of these officers, and other disbursements of the office 
for printing, stationery, &c., amounted, in the above pe- 
riod, to the following sums : — 

Year ending Easter session 1832, 

Salaries . . . £5.59 3 

Other expenses . . 122 15 



£ j. d. 



270 

260 



0 6 
0 4 
0 5 
0 5J 



2 6 
2 6 

10 0 
6 2 
7 2 



2 0 

7 2 



3 1 

6 2 



10 0 
0 0 



Easter 1833, 
Salaries 
Other expenses 



£681 18 9 



508 14 6 

86 0 0 



r,,, ^,1 . ,, £594 14 6 

Ihe following table exhibits, for the two periods, the 
entire receipts and disbursements, and net income of the 
cierns of the peace : — 

Expenditure, 



Receipts. 

1831-2 — Presentments by quarteri 

sessions jury . . 1 19 

Do. by term grand jury 31 10 
Fees, &c. . . . " . 270 10 



£681 18 9 



0 



2537 19 
681 18 



IRC.-, o income .... £1856 0 
I«82-3.— Presentments at quarter) 
sessions . . . . J 
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1832-3. — Presentments at quarter sessions by 
term grand juries, ...... 

Fees, &c 



£31 10 0 
260 0 0 



2052 3 9 
594 14 6 



Net income .... £1457 9 3 

Marshal, functions 80. TJie Marshal was formerly the keeper of the prison called the City Marshalsea ; but 
of. &c. the custody of that prison was made a distinct ofRce in the year 1786, by the Irish statute 26 

Geo. III. c. 27, s. 34, and similar provisions are contained in the several gaol Acts since 
enacted. See .50 Geo. III. c. 103, and 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. 

As Marshal. The present functions of the marshal are twofold : those belonging to his office as minis- 

terial to the City Court of Record ; and those conferred on him by the statutes constituting 
him register of pawnbrokers’ licences in Ireland, and an auctioneer of forfeited pledges. 

The marshal executes and returns the process of the city court of record, called the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court, and returns the juries for trial of issues joined therein. 

liis principal duties in this respect relate to the storage and sale of goods seized under the 
process of attachment from that court. 

T’he goods are seized, under this process, by the sergeants-at-mace, by whom, if bail be 
not given in four hours after seizure, the goods must be conveyed to the marshal’s store, 
which is now held at an extensive public establishment for the sale of property, called the 
Commercial Mart. If bailed before twenty-one days after seizure the goods are returned, 
upon payment of 85. Ad., consisting of a fee of 45. 2d. for what is called an “ entry,” and a 
similar sum of 4s. 2d. for a discharge, besides a charge for storage, which is regulated by the 
amount of the attachment, and not by the size or number of the goods under seizure. 

The charge is 6d. per night upon an attachment for a sum under £20; lOti. when the 
attachment is for a sum over that amount. 

Thus if a watch worth but 11. be seized upon an attachment for 2\L, the charge on it 
would be lOd. for each night’s storage. Horses seized are put to livery, and charged accord- 
ingly. According to the rules of the court, no execution can be issued until the goods have 
remained in the marshal’s possession unbailed for tvventy-one days. 

Upon the execution being lodged vi'ith him, he proceeds to sell the goods seized, and 
generally arranges the day of sale with the plaintiff’s attorney, giving from one to four days’ 
notice of the sale, by posted notices and advertisements in the newspapers. The sale is by 
■an auctioneer, employed by the marshal, and paid by him out of his own fees, which are, 
under the general statute regulating fees on writs of execution (6 Anne, c. 7), Is. in the 
])Ound upon any sum under 100/., and Qd. in the pound upon any sum over that amount. 

In the event of a sale, the storage, and other charges above-mentioned, and the costs of the 
advertisement are levied out of the proceeds of the goods. 

It is slated that attachments are generally bailed, and that, consequently, few sales take 
place. 

In cases of disputed property in the goods attached, the marshal may empanel a jury, and 
hold a Court of Inquiry ; but in practice he decides such questions upon affidavits, on which 
lie charges a fee of 2s. 6c/. each. 

In rel'erence to his functions in returning juries to the City Record Court, the marshal states 
it to be his practice to summon from twenty to twenty-five of the most respectable persons 
in the neighbourhood of the court to attend as jurors, and in default of a sufficient number of 
those summoned, talesmen of the bystanders, who are warned to attend (often personally by 
the marshal), but not summoned, are put upon the jury. 

A sum of ]/. is paid to each jury ou bringing in their verdict; and the marshal admitted, 
that if he thought the money given to a juror would be an object to him, he would summon 
him to attend, if he considered him a respectable man. 

Few arrests are made under process of the Record Court. 

The marshal states that his fees upon arrest are I 5 . in the pound, when the arrest is for a 
sum under 20/., and 6c/. in the pound when over. Arrests on mesne process for sums under 
20/. are now abolished. 

We have not found any statute authorizing the fees thus claimed. 

The marshal, for the due performance of his different duties, gives security in 2000/. to the 
corporation. 

J'he gross receipts of the office, from the execution and returns of the process of the City 
Court, were, for the twelve months ending December, 1833, about 220/. 

As Reaister cf By the first statute regulating the trade of pawnbrokers in this country, 26 Geo. III. c. 43, 

Pawnbrokers. s. 40, the marshal of the city of Dublin has been constituted “ register of pawnbrokers’ licences 
in Ireland.” His duties, as such, under this statute are to register the certificates to be fur- 
nished to him by all pawnbrokers of their names and sureties, and to receive from them and 
enter in his registry books accounts of the sums lent in each month, and return true abstracts 
of those monthly accounts to either House of Parliament in the first week of each session. 

He is entitled to a fee of 5s. on the registry of each pawnbroker’s certificate ; but in prac- 
tice very generally receives a guinea, sometimes two guineas, for this service. The payment of 
the larger sum is stated to be made under a regulation of the trade. 

All pawnbrokers in Ireland are required, under a penalty of 405. for each default, to send 
to the register monthly returns, containing an exact account of the number of sums lent in 
each preceding calendar month, and also the gross amount thereof, upon oath. With each of 
these returns the register is entitled to a fee of I 5 . from the pawnbroker. 
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These returns he is directed, as above stated, to lay before either House of Parliament the 
first week in each session. 

It is stated by the present marshal (who is not long in office), that he receives returns every 
year of the amount of money lent on pledges from all the pawnbrokers in Ireland. The observ- 
ance of the provisions of the statute appears, however, to have been heretofore iiabitually nest- 
Jected by pawnbrokers, and not enforced by the register. It has appeared in evidence befo% 
the commissioners, m some country towns, that for many years the marshals of the city of 
Dublin had acted on arrangements w'ith the country pawnbrokers not to ask for any returns 
on getting an annual payment of U. from each, and that the pawnbrokers accordinoly made 
no returns ; while the marshal had thus created a sinecure income of considerable amount bv 
compromising an important duty of the office. There is a conflict of evidence on this subject 
even as to the present marshal ; for while his statement is as we have mentioned, the country 
pawnbrokers allege that the same system still continues. One pawnbroker, examined m 
Dublin, stated that he made the monthly returns ; another admitted that he himself did not 
and added that he did not know any one who did. 

The marshal admitted that he received U. a year from some of the pawnbrokers, and 
a of receipt was produced m Belfast, as sent by the marshal, for the sum of U. 

The marshal is also, under the 28 Geo. III. c. 49, s. 9, an auctioneer of forfeited pledges 
for one oi four divisions of the city, appointed for the sale of them by that statute : this 
section recites that the sword-beai-er and marshal had, from time immemorial, been in the 
receipt of certain fees, for the appraisement of goods and articles pledged or pawned in the 
city and county of the city of Dublin, and employed as auctioneers for the sale of forfeited 
pledges. Ihe appointment of the two other auctioneers was given to the lord lieutenant. 

Tlielr fees, as auctioneers, are regulated by the 13th section of the statute. 

They are 1 c^. in the shilling for every article, or number of articles, the property of any one 
person, sold for any sum under 205 . * c .- j 

Is. 4d. in the pound for any sum amounting to 20^., and not to 401. 
l5. in the jjound when over that sum. 

And these fees are directed to be in lieu of all other demands theretofore charged, such as 
warehouse and auction-rooin rent, advertising handbills, posting and distributin*'' the same 
and clerks and porters for their attendance on such sales. ° * 

After forfeiture, and before sale, of all goods pawned, on which over 45. has been advanced 
It is made compulsory by the I4lh section, under penalty of 51. for each offence, upon all pawn- 
brokers within the district of the Dublin metropolis, or within three miles thereof, to require 
the borrower, by notice, to redeem within fourteen days. The.se notices they are directed to 
have served by the register, to whom they are to give a fee of 3d. for each notice served, 
where the principal sum lent amounts to 45., and does not exceed 205., and 4rf. if over 205. 



These fees for serving tlie notices had been commuted ro.any years since, by arrangement 
between the marshal and pawnbrokers, for a fixed sum of 51. a year, and remained fixed at 
that sum until the present marshal came into office. He has raised the annual composition 
to ol. from each. For this sum the marshal undertakes to have all services effected upon 
a certain day, from which the pawnbrokers date the fourteen days to redeem, and he employs 
a peison to perforrh that duty ; but neither the pawnbroker nor the marshal makes any inquiry 
as to whether the notice has been actually served or not. 



Each of these four auctioneers is required, by section 18, to keep an exact account of the 
amount of goods sold for each pawnbroker in each month, and to make monthly returns of 
such accounts to the register for the time being (upon oath if required) under a penalty of 
41)5. for each default ; and the marshal is required to annex abstracts thereof to the pawn- 
broker’s returns, before referred to, and deliver them therewith for the inspection of either 
House of Parliament. 

These returns are not made or demanded. 

The marshal does not act as auctioneer, but farms out his office at 3?. a week, besides 
having received a gratuity of 751. upon the appointment. The deputation to the acting 
auctioneer is for his (the marshal’s) life, and is made, w'e presume, under colour of that 
section of the statute which authorizes the appointment of sworn clerks or assistants. 

. 1 he lessee of the office _ of auctioneer is permitted to regulate the place and mode of sale 
in any manner wdiich his interest may dictate, unchecked either by the enforcement of the 
retuins commanded by the statute, or by the personal superintendence of the marshal. 

he marshal in no way interferes in the business of the sales by auction ; he rarely even 
visUs the sale-room, and requires no account from the lessee. 

From the different sources of emolument connected with his office the marshal derives a 
neUncome, after payment of his clerks and messenger, of about 650^. a year, 
ihe duties of his office as auctioneer of forfeited pledges are, as we have seen, entirely 
deputy. For those of the office of register of pawnbrokers he receives con- 
si crably greater fees than are prescribed by statute, and from persons w'hose observance of 
le aw 111 other particulars he himself i.s, to some extent, bound to see enforced. These two 
ranches of the office of marshal appear thus to confer on that officer a very considerable 
income, \yithout, in our judgment, any adequate return of useful service to the public. 

lere IS some pecuniary responsibility attached to the office, and, as auctioneer of pledges, 

• is bound to give security himself in 1,000/., with three sureties for 300/. each, 

bond for 2,000/. given by him as marshal to the corporation. 

Much, and in some respects conflicting evidence w'as given before us on the mode of con- 
iicting sales of forfeited pledges by the farmer of the office of auctioneer, under the 
arshal, and by the sword-bearer and other divisional auctioneers or their assistants.” 

M. C. I. 3? 



DUBLIN. 



CORPORATE BODY. 



As Avicfloneer of 
Pledges. 
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CORPORATE BODY. They are held in obscure parts of the city : all valuable articles, such as plate, jewellery, 
&c. are sold by night : there is not any catalogue prepared or used ; in some instances the 
sale is not advertised, and there is no notice of it in any case given to the public in the 
manner usual at other auctions, by having it announced by a person stationed in the street. 
The auction-rooms are represented to be quite unfit for the reception of respectable persons, 
and it appears that, in some instances, the principal sale, that of plate, jewellery, 8cc. takes 
place at the remote end of the room ; while the part next the entrance is occupied by a ca-owd 
of persons, assembled at a separate auction of forfeited wearing apparel and such cheaper 
articles, so as to make it difficult for a stranger to know or see what is going on inside, or to 
get through the intervening crowd. 

By the auctioneers the sales by night are represented as beneficial, as inducing the attend- 
ance of persons in trade, who could not with convenience attend the sales if held during the 
day ; but the persons who so attend are usually those who purchase to sell again, and who of 
course cannot be expected to 'offer as adrantageous terms for the sellers as would be obtained 
from the general competition of the piibWc. The system of sale is, in other respects, calcu- 
lated more for the interest of such buyers than of any others ; as it is admitted that articles 
of plate, jewellery, &c. are put up to sale as they come from the pawnbrokers without being 
previously cleaned, so that persons unacquainted with- the trade have no means of forming 
an opinion of their value. The public have in fact no opportunity of previous inspection 
or examination of the articles to be sold, nor any notice of the particular objects to be 
disposed of. They are sent in just before the sale from the pawnbroker’s office, and handed 
to the auctioneer by the pawnbroker’s clerk as he proceeds in the sale. 

The attendance of the class of buyers we have mentioned, and who may be said nearly to 
monopolize the purchases, is encouraged by a system adopted by the auctioneers of giving- 
credit to such persons; this credit generally varies from three to five months. 

These persons are familiarly termed ‘'jobbers.” 

They act as a body, and attend at every sale. Should any stranger (not one of the body) 
attempt to purchase, it is alleged that they raise the article far beyond its real value, and thus 
deter strangers from bidding for valuable articles at those sales. 

An impression e.xists, and was conveyed to us in evidence, that, as the auctioneers give 
long credit to these jobbers, they are naturally interested in securing their own re-paynient by 
letting them have the articles set up to auction upon the most reasonable terms. 

The imputation- of collusion between auctioneers, pawuibrokers, and jobbers at those sales, 
was however strongly denied on the part of the auctioneers, and they alleged that the articles 
sold at them often brought more than the real value. We have not the means of ascertaining 
the accuracy of this representation in detail, but it was admitted that the articles sold rarely 
produced more than the sum advanced on them by the pawnbroker, — a fact which, it was 
represented, was to be accounted for by the circumstance that the articles brought to sale, as 
forfeited pledges, were generally those on which the pawnbrokers had made improvident 
advances ; but which may be at least equally well explained by the absence of any party 
having an adequate interest to advance the biddings after they reach the sum sufficient to meet 
the pawnbroker’s demand. 

By this monopoly of the places of auctioneers of forfeited pledges all competition on the 
part of other auctioneers for these sales is excluded, and in the places, time and conduct of the 
sales the interest of the owners of the property sold is, we apprehend, but little regarded. 
The appointees of the offices, by the system of fanning them to the ‘‘assistants,” reduce 
them to places of sinecure emolument to themselves, abandoning all attention to the conduct 
of an establishment, which, if it be permitted at all on the present exclusive system, oun-ht to 
be Watched with vigilance for the protection of the poorer classes of societ}'. The 
importance of these situations may be judged of by tlie fact, that the profits of the farming 
auctioneers are stated to average from 800^. to 1,000Z. a year, in each of the two best 
divisions — those of the marshal and sword-bearer ; and from 300^. to 800/. in eacii of the 
two others. 

In the places and condition of the auction- rooms, the practice of night-sales, the want of 
proper catalogues of the articles to be sold, and the absence of fit opportunity for public 
inspection and examination of the articles, imd fair competition for their purchase, the 
present system of these auctions is highly objectionable. Whether, in addition to such 
regulations as would check these prominent abuses, it may not be expedient altogether to 
abolish the present monopoly of such auctions, is matter for serious consideration. 
Water-Bailiffs, 81. The Water-Bailiffs are styled in an ancient Act of Assembly, A. D. 1553, the under 

functions of, 8ic. sheriffs of the city. 

The present functions of these officers, in relation to the administration of justice, are 
very limited; consisting merely of occasional assistance to the sergeaiit-at-mace, in the exe- ' 
cution of the process of the Lord Mayor and Sheriff’s Court, on the river, and that part of 
the Bay of Dublin which is considered as comprised within the limits of the county of the 
city. They are sometimes, but not generally, named in the warrant. The process is in fact 
executed by the sergeants-at-mace ; the water-bailiffs only attending, as they state, to lega- 
lize it by their presence. 

They demand for this service generally a fee of 1/., which they require to be paid before 
going out with the sergeants-at-mace. If the amount of the sum in the process is large, they 
require 5 per cent, on the first 100/., and per cent, on every 100/. over that sum. The 
actual business of these officers in this branch of their functions is inconsiderable. The average 
amount of annual fees from the execution of process was stated to be little more than 5/. 
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»'- ‘'■^y ^ 

been considered emitled to certain duties for “ nlank-iD^e” =,nH o k iif ^ , ‘1 r ’ ° 
rently, for the use of planks supplied bv them f"l the former, appa- 

term we are unable to trace the interpretation of Tb^^^ \ lequenting the port ; the latter 
coal vessels, discharging in Dubli sS S 

of coals by measure, thfy supplied^ mm wSl ^hf / ’ H>e slatutes.agamst the sale 

owners of these vesLls m/ ^ to measure the quantity delivered. The 

weigh,, I„, p™„d.eg: m.g, ,vi,h;„. ,;Set;?:S!e: Sd""4iS “t.ThI 



I JdX"lheTcr„fl,tiblyri«8^ '» ■•';= ">t»-bailiff,, „a, 

remaining ,wo-,l,irda.are .paij L.ha and lecorilr ' 

Th^amonn, of the sums paid to tl.e water-baihffs from these fees in the last three years 

Year endtng 28th September, 1832, to each ivater-hailiff £239 7 4i 

;; ■> 1833 „ 231 4 6 

” ” 1834 „ 213 5 8J 

prelarVs'mk oFthose'artiei ''°"®'8erecl tlm private ■ property of the water-bailiffs, Tire 

s;::£:b-sS5aS=;“ff=-- 

.fcLTSndTal been alluded to iu our account of those of Sergeants a. Mace. 

City Record Court. " ^ consist.altogether in the execution of the process of the f«nctionsof, &c. 

■they give security to the corporation, with two sureties, to the amount of £250 

wort”® ‘° “-‘“B defendantsTllSIhV haJa” 

^ paia of gates 

sS£S““KSi5ii--^^ 

entrusledTo Zm ‘>''= of the process 

‘bat coZt“ M b Z llloyoPo Court, and acts as such, when bis tactionB. &e. 

held at the Mansion-house; when the court is held in Green-street the duties 

F 2 
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of rerister are performed by the person who is generally styled the register of the Lora 
® hill- who is. in fact, merely an assistant to the secretary, at a weekly salary. 



Mayo'r’s Court, but who is, in fact, merely , , , ■ , 

The secretary affixes the Lord MayoPs seal to d°o— “nfdelw tierTs o? t 



warran«Tr=;nrgrani yiry cess, and appm« of ^ d^ 



“and oth^rSce^^^ our' account of the functions of the Lord Mayor. 

He prepares and countersigns the several certificates and licences there also mentioned. 



sometimes mX I a the secrelm^^^ by farming the office to him at fixed sums. The emolu 
rnt “f the office of secretary from L various official fees there mentioned were described 
TuM aficntlemanwho lid hd^^^ Xr/io^tm^rXI S 



Xnses of Itationerv printing, and clerks, about £250. He did not farm the office, but 
Xl thofe X (eXpt two in which he acted without emoffiment) he received the fees to 
his own use?^ The^ profits of the office have since considerably increased, it having been 



Register of the 



farmed of late years for so high a sum as £350. „ 

This subject, and the fees of this office, will be further noticed m the subsequent part of 
this Report which relates to the Lord Mayor’s Court, ^ 

„ 84. The assistant, who is, as we have observed, usually styled the “X^rthffi Tirt 

lordMayor's Court. Court, issues the summonses and warrants, and prepares and ® ’ 

while sitting in Green-street. He receives the fees of the court, but pays them ovei to the 
Lord Mayor’s secretary, retaining his own weekly salary, which is only 10r. 3(1. He has 
also the use of a house attached to the Mansion-house, and is supplied with coals. 

85 The Reuistor of the Court of Conscience enters the proceedings of that court. 

lie is paM a salary of £45 10*. by the president of the court and derives an additional 
income ol about £260 a-year from his proportion of the court fees, which will be stated in 
onrTccount of tbit conrt.'^The registe/ appears also, in 
fees paid by the bailifl'a of the court on their appointment, as piesently noticed. 



Register of the 
Court of Con- 
science. 



Bailiifs of .the Coiut 
of Conscience. 



86 The Bailiffs of the Court of Conscience execute the process of that ^ 

some years paid the sum of £5 each for their appointment to the registei of the court. The 



sum paid was formerly only £1. ■ i i tu 

Their emoluments are derived from fees, and a poundap tit 

'Tivici nniinrlao-p is' vprv Considerable. We leiei to the part ot this 



decrees of the court. This poundage is’ very considerable. We i . 

Report relating to the court for the particulars of it and then- fees. A gentleman '’Lb 
fs register to this court for six years, stated that he had reason to believe sonae ot the bailiffi 
had fccome very rich while in office, and that he thought they m^e money by indulging lie 
pmties They Lmetimes give sceurity for the performance of then- duty, and their sureties 
have been proceeded against in the court, and sums recovered from them which had been lost 



Crier of the Court 



by the default, or misconduct, of their principals. 

87. The Crier of the Court of Quarter Sessions is remunerated presentment the 



otQuai-ter Sessions, quarter sessions grand jury, which amounts to £48 per annum, and by presentments, m lieu ol 
fees, on prisoners convictea; which, with the salary, make the yearly emoluments of the office 



Governor of 
Newgate. 



about £250. He was formerly paid a salary of £5 a-year by the corporation. 
;8. The Governor of the Gaol of Newgate is the chief officer of that prison. 



He is paid a salary ot £400 per annum by presentment of the f X''“v,ollw 

n„nt 4 T nf Ivip oitv of Dublin. Presentments are also made to him, under the Act abolishing 



Keeper of the 
Sheriff's Prison. 



naol tees; for fees on prisoners convicted. The amount is ^ ."'“5.™ J;™ 

l;i93 5s. lOd. He also receives by presentment the sum ot £50 a-yoar m lieu of loom-renl, 
and has allowances of bread and other necessaries. 

89. The salaty ot the Keeper ot the Sheriff’s Prison has been fixed by the term grand m 
for the county of the city at £500 per annum, under the 7 Geo. IV. . 

section it is provided, that, if the amount of rents and fees to he established for the puson 
(bv the Court of King’s Bench under the next preceding section of the Act) shall oX any 
tUeappem- to the g-d jny to falUh^ 



iSTry to the keeper of it, together with sufficient sums for the payment of the hatchinen, and 
: j ^ } . . . *1 f-v S5f fVwv -nr or the discipline ot 



Keeper of tho 
Maisbalsea. 



other officers and servants necessary for the safe custody of the prisoners, or the discipline 
the prison, the grand jury, at each presenting term, may present the sum necessary to supply 
the deficiency. 

A table of rents and fees has been approved by the Court of King’s Bench, according o 
which the rents and fees collected by the kecpier are from £o50 to £370 a-yeai-, and 
salary has been, therefore, made up by the grand jury to the above sum. Ihe scale 
rents is fixed as for unfurnished apartments. There are five rooms furnished by the keeper, 
tor which he charges higher rates, as such, than those fixed by the court, but only 
them to the grand jury as producing the fixed rate. This officer gives secui-ity to the slientls, 
himself in tho sum of £8,000, and three sureties to the amount of £7,000. 

90. The custody of the city marshalsea has been, as already observed, separated for many 
years from the office of marshal of the city. 

By the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 126, the Keeper of the City Marshalsea is made 
for the safe custody of all prisoners confined therein, and bound^ to observe and per ortn 
several rules, by that Act required, with respect to prisons wherein debtors are confine 
By sec. 130 of the same Act, this officer is bound to observe the same ;,i 

the same rates for the lodging and accommodation of prisoners, in such sor , a 
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such manner, as the marshal of the Town Court shall be entitled to take, save as may be 
otherwise ordered by the Court of King’s Bench, and under the like penalties for the non- 
obserVance of them, as by that Act provided in the case of the Marshal of the Four 
Courts. 

The sheriff’s prison and city marshalsea are, by sec. 139, excepted from all the enact- 
ments of the statute, except such as expressly relate to those prisons, and such as require a 
gupply of dresses, diet, and furniture, to poor persons, and except such enactments as relate 
to the authority of the Court of King’s Bench, and regulate the office and authority of the 
inspectors general of prisons. 

Those prisons are therefore not within the 136th section of the statute, which extends to 
prisoners for debt, the 1, 2 Geo. IV. c. 77, for the abolition of gaol fees. 

The keeper of the city marshalsea receives a salary of £29 IOj. 9rf. from the corporation. 
His other emoluments are derived from fees, and from the rents of the apartments in the 



CORPORATE BODY. 



prison. 

The fees demanded by him are : 

£ s. d. 

On a warrant of committal, under a decree of the Court of 

Conscience - - - - - - - -'026 

Ditto on a committal on mesne, or final, process of the City 

Record Court - - - - - - - 068 

On decrees of the County Civil Bill Court, backed by the 

sheriffs of the city - - - - - - - 068 

The fees of the marshal, as keeper of the city marshalsea, and the rates for lodging in the 
marshalsea, were first regulated by the 10 Will. III. c. 9, sec. 12, 13, the former of which 
sections enacts, that the following fees, and no other, shall be taken by the marshal, viz. 

£ s. d. 

For every prisoner committed to his custody on an action 

out of the Tholsel Court - - - - - 026 

Committed by the lord mayor for petty debts - - - 0 10 

And the latter section provides that the marshal shall observe the same rules, and take 
the same, and no greater rates, for the lodging and accommodation of prisoners, as by that 
N Act appointed for the marshal of the Pour Courts. 

This statute, with many others relating to prisons, was repealed by the 50 Geo. III. 
c. 103, but the provisions of it, as to the marshal’s fees, and rates, were re-enacted by the 
78th and 79th sections of this latter Act, which give the same fees, and no other. 

The 50 -Geo. III. c. 103, was repealed by the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, but this last statute does 
not contain any section respecting the fees to be taken by the marshal. The 139th section 
ofthe 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, having, however, excepted the city marshalsea from all the enact- 
ments of the statute, save as beforementioned, it would seem that the provisions of the 
50 Geo. III. c. 103, re-enacting the scale of fees presented by the 10 Will. III. c. 9, are still 
in force. We have not found any authority for the increase of the fees, as now charged, 
above the sums so prescribed. 

Although bound, by the statute, to regulate his rates for lodging by those of the Pour 
Courts marshalsea, it was admitted by the keeper of the city marshalsea, that he regulated 
his rates of rent by custom, that he w-as not aware of the provisions of the statute, or of the 
rates charged in the Four Courts marshalsea. 

The particulars of these rates, and the mode of enforcing payment of them, and of the fees, 
will be found in a subsequent part of this Report. 

The keeper of the city marshalsea permits prisoners, in custody on mesne process, to go out 
in the day time, in company with a tipstaff, on payment of a fee of 6s. 8d. 

He appears to exercise a discretion as to whether he will, or will not, receive detainers from 
the superior courts against prisoners in his custody, and to consider that he is not bound to 
receive them. 

The amount of income of this office has been considerably diminished by the abolition of 
imprisonment on mesne process for debts under £20. 

His emoluments, from rents*and fees, are about £250 a-year, making, with his salary 
from the corporation, his entire income about £280. 

He resides in the prison. 

91. The Treasurer is the receiver of the rents of the several landed estates of the corporation Treasurer, 
and of the Pipe Water rents.' He disburses them in the several payments authorized by the f'^nctions of, &c. 
corporation, and keeps the accounts of their revenues, tie prepares and lays before the 
committee of auditors, and verifies by the requisite vouchers, the annual general accounts. 

This he is bound to do under the second of the “ New Rules,” mentioned in our account 
of the office of sheriff, within six months next after the expiration of his year- of office. 

The accounts kept by this officer, and the system of accounting now established, will be 
noticed in a subsequent part of this Report. It is sufficient here to observe that under 
regulations made in the year 1828, all the proceedings and accounts in the treasurer’s 
department are controlled and checked, weekly and monthly, by the accountant, who makes 
a monthly report to the committee of city leases and finance, showing the balance in bank on 
the last day of each month. 

The payments made by the treasurer are regulated by the acts of assembly, and the deeds 
of tmst of the corporation estates hereinafter noticed. The payments authorized by the latter 
are made by him without further order ; those not so authorized are not made without the 
authority of an act of assembly, on the certificate of the town clerk, or the warrant of the 
lord mayor. 
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The-treasurer -gives security, with two sureties in £5,000, a sum apparently inadequate with 
•reference to the very large income (nearly £30^000) with the’ receipt of which he is entrusted. 
•Jt is stated that the sum of £5,000 is • considered the largest sum that can possibly be .in his 
hands at any one time, but this assumes (what certainly appears to have been the case in respect 
•of the present officers, since their appointment) a-very faithful and careful discharge of their 
.'official duties’by the treasurer and accountant. A former treasurer, before the, present system 
of. keeping the accounts was established, and when the auditing committee are represented as 
•having been much less vigilant than of late years, became a defaulter to the corporation to the 
amount of about £40,000. He had given security also in the sum of £5,000, and it seems 
-extraordinary that the amount:of security for this office was not then raised. 

The salary paid to the treasurer by the corporation is £600 per annum. Of this £300 is 
paid by the Pipe Water establishment. Their salary is supposed to include an allowance of 
£100 for clerks. The salary was formerly £1,000 frish cun-ency. 



Accountant. 



Architect. 

Surveyor. 



Law Agents. 



High Constable, 
his functions, &c. 



92. The functions of the Accountant have been noticed above in the statement of those of 
the treasurer, and w-ill be more particularly detailed in a subsequent part of this Report. 

This officer not receive any .salary or emolument directly as accountant ; but the 
same officer is also supervisor of the Pipe Water department, and in that character receives a 
salary of £300 a-year from the Pipe Water, rents. 

93. The city Architect has not any regular-salary. He is remunerated for his services, as 
required, by payment of his professional'fees. 

94. The Surveyor prepares maps and plans of the city estates and properties as required by 
the corporation, and plans to be annexed to all city leases. He is also employed in surveying 
and proving the state of premises presented as nuisances by the quarter sessions grand jury. 

He is remunerated by the coqjoration according to the business done for them, and is 
paid by the tenant a fee of £2 2s. on every lease. He is also paid for his services in the 
prosecution ol' nuisances. This is presented to him by the quarter sessions grand jury. 

95. The Law Agents conduct all suits in which the corporation may be concerned; but cannot 
institute any without the. authority of an act of assembly, except ejectments for non-payment 
ofirent. The rents in arrear are returned to them by the treasurer, and they proceed by 
distress or ejectment, as they think most advisable. 

They do not prepare any of the corporation leases, but in case of sales of corporate 
property to the Commissioners of Wide Streets, &c. they make out the statement of title. 

They have not any fixed salary, but are remunerated for their services by payment of bills 
• of costs, furnished as in the ordinary course of professional business. 

• 96. The High Constable is billet master of the city of Dublin, and acts under the warrant 
-of the lord mayor: in procuring carriages, &c. for the military on march. 

He attends the lord mayor on occasions of state, and in perambulating the city ; and acts 
‘immediately -under him in calling out the military force on occasions of apprehended 
commotion. 

He also, on every night of performance, attends the theatre royal with a military guard. 

The high constable isipaid by the' corporation, a salary of £73 16s. llti. a-year, and is 
allowed- an office rent free. The stationery, &c. required in his office of billet master is 
provided by the corporation. 

He is paid half-a-guinea per week by the manager of the theatre. 

The duties- of this officer as billet master are the most important branch of his functions. 
The number of soldiers billeted in Dublin has considerably decreased of late years, from some 
new-arrangements-madeby Government as- to discharged soldiers; and we were not apprized 
of any complaint, now existing, as to -the mode in which this part of the duty of this officer 

■ is performed. The class of persons on whom soldiers are usually billeted, are the. keepers of 

■ hotels, inns, public-houses, -&C. ; and the billet master informed us that on being appointed 
he was required by the corporation to promise not to engage in any such business. The 
billeting is regulated by : streets, and the billet master stated that about six years ago he 
returned to Government the number of houses liable to have soldiers billeted on them as 700. 



Swordbearer, ' 97. The Swordbearcr is also clerk of the corn table, and a divisional auctioneer of forfeited 

functions of, 8tc, pledges. 

His duties as swordbearer are to attend the lord mayor, when called upon, and, on 
occasions of ceremony, to carry the sword of state and cap of maintenance. 

He. is paid a salary of £73 16s. lid. by the corporation as swordbearer. 

The office of auctioneer of one of the divisional auction rooms for the sale of forfeited 
pledges is farmed out by him to an “ assistant” auctioneer, for which he receives £3 per 
n-eek, and he was. paid besides a sum of £50 for the appointment. He states that he fre- 
quently visits the auction room, and looks over the auction books, to see that the deputy acts 
correctly towards the public. -We have already stated the general objections to the auction 
-rooms,, and the system with which they are connected. 

The swordbearer’s duty, as clerk of the corn table, is to attend at the corn exchange on 
every .market day, and to make out the,, market notes. He is also employed by the lord 
mayor to calculate the weekly assize of bread. 

This :calculation is made from' the returns of the prices of corn, grain, and flour from the 
. factors, millers, and bakers. It- was stated to us, by this officer, that the calculations are 
-.-.made with the.greatest accuracy and exactness, and that the bakers, had a clerk in attendance 
'.on their, behalf.to check them; when the assize is struck by this officer it is handed to the 
lord mayor to be signed by him ; and this regulates the price of bread for the ensuing week. 
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As clerk of the com table he furnishes the mlrk^inZ “«''aad. 

which he is paid by them at the rate of 5s. per hundred tL is bv mSar"* 

He also returns to the Irish Government weeklv the tirle..'^ f Fwate arrangement, 

is paid by them.flve guinea, annually ’ “"d gc™. for which he 

The entire annual emoluments of this office may be estimated at £307 
98. The Mace Bearer appears to be usually also officer of commons 

dt^L=- ^ord Mayor and 

c.utilt;rel;trr Id" p^^^^ “f ‘he common 

assemblies and committees. ’^It is his dut^rLve 

issued to the proper ofScers of the guilds, to return their renuesentatives L K ’-egularly 

the returns are usually delivered to him. lepuesentatives to the commons, and 

his being sworn in® The sheri,?s’’pS awfy'hil^ £1 ' 

He IB also paid a fee of 5s. on the corporation seal being affixed to the eitv Iea,« i 
considers himself entitled to a fee on the seal being affixed to any other InstoumL ’ “ 

He appears also, as we have already stated, to be entitled to a fee of 6s 7d on the , 1 ■ 

Sion of a freeman ; but the present mace bearer, who was elected ahoot two ^ 

that he had not received any fees on the admissions of freemen \le ealcE?, ’’liT*' 
income at about £200 a-yeai-. calculates his average 

readto“lirallte°;a7S^^^^^^^ 

form, and. advise the sheriffs 'when reonbed “Sv lint “b r ' “ Prapci- “»“>«■•«*• 

Jb, enter the proceedings in' fbe hUf of r cn^yTTbt 

w,I £* :;et.“d"°rnt^.:dt:7 salary 

Clerks in favL the to be a ^L^ ZTv the Jo 

clerk given to him about 20 years since for his loner ancl F present senior 

.Ah wliieh he has been connected for 50 years. Th®e salary' of S wafpeTiTsty 

on e“7dt; 10s. 

The fees are divided equally betiveen the two clerks. 

lOO.ThecityChaplainhasnotanyparticuIar.fiinetionsas.snch.andlsnotpaidanvsalarv nn i ■ 

The prcsentcliaiolamistheincumbentofoneoftholivingsinthe. uiftof thecor f 

.Inch he was presented by them some time after his appoiftment as'ehaplabi! “> i 

to the LmS ‘■‘'y as staffinen Beadles. ' 

c.,°"mtion‘!""’'“’‘"' is paid a salary of £12 of the late currency, the other £10, by the 

n! ‘f 7tb “““‘1*’’° *" “’“‘‘'O'" *»P‘'i 

*^t p7:Vt7Vep7r ““I™-* 1" a 

th.‘ln7777cTty7f'Mli„‘*'‘‘ aad measures nsed in Deputy Clerks of 

4 p » a 17 1 T Markets, 

A statute ot the Irish Parliament, 21, 22 Geo. Ill c 29 s fi nrn«J/ 1 nsi ti, f n • , , their functions, Ssc. 

measures used in the countv nf n„Wto X. i A i r that all weights and 

-re sealed in the city. Th7 provision t 

»d mea7r7’7‘ed for°‘'slik T '’“a' "'‘‘“o ™gl“a 
WasuresseisedbyC J"n a vfni .rmi' charge of all weights and 

persons found 77 SslroT ftL r '‘r 

of as inconsistent with 

. The following is the table of fees hitherto charged by these officers I 



Sealing for the trade, metal weights of 



lb. 

56 

28 

14 

7 

4 

2 
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CORPORATE BODY. 



Other Officers 
connected with the 
Markets. 



Officers connected 
■with the PipeWater 
Establishment. 



Freemen, 
Privileges of. 



lb. s. d. 

Sealing brass weights for the public and trade, each 

weight - -- -- -- -02 

Adjusting, sealing, leading, &c. metal weights, sent 
by the public - -- -- - 56 -13 

^ . - - 28 - 0 10 
14 - 0 8 

, - - - 7 - 0 6 

» - - - 4 - 0 4 

Sealing pewter and tin measures from one quart 

down to half a noggin, each . - - - 0 2 



Sealing and trying copper measures - - 5 gallons - 11 

„ - - - 1 ditto - 0 6^ 

„ - - - quart - 0 3^ 

All weights sent by the public to be tried and found 

correct, for stamping - - - - 0 2 

The statute 4, 5 Will. IV. c. 49, regulating the appointment of Inspectors of weights and 
measures, and establishing a schedule of fees for the aboA-e purposes, was passed subsequent 
to the conclusion of our Inquiry. 

104. The statement of the functions and emoluments of the other Officers, above enumerated 
as connected with the Markets of Dublin, namely. 

The Inspector of the haymarket. 

Clerks, or Aveighmasters, of the haymarket, 

Weighmasters of the butter crane, 

Weighmaster of the green hide crane, 

will be more conveniently reserved to the subsequent portion of this*Report which describes 
the several markets. 

105. The consideration of the functions of the several Officers connected Avith the Pipe Water 
Establishment is also, we think, more properly to be referred to our account of that branch 
of the city estat es, and the local taxation of Dublin. We shall here merely repeat the names 
of those officers, and state the salaries payable to each : 

£ s. d. 

Master of the Works ■ - - - none. 

Engineer ----- 230 15 4 

Storekeeper (also Book-keeper) - - 92 6 0 

Inspector of Collectors - - - 184 12 4 

Collectors, a poundage. ’ 

Supervisor 300 0 0 

Overseer - - - - - 110 154 

Inspector of Turncocks - - - 110 15 4 

106. The Privileges and Functions of the Freemen in the election of members of the com- 

mon council have been stated. 

Such of them as have been duly registered under the Reform Act, and are resident within 
seven statute miles of the sessions house in Green Street, are entitled to vote at elections for 
the Members of Parliament for the city. 

They were exempt from the city customs, when collected. 

They are entitled to appear, without giving special bail, to process against their persons in 
the City Record Court. 



IV. JURISDICTION. 

Criminai, Juris- 107. The Jurisdiction of the magistracy of the county of the city of Dublin is exclusive of 
DICTION. the magistrates of the county at large. 

To a certain extent, the magistrates of the county of the city have jurisdiction in the 
county of Dublin, under the peculiar provision of the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, Avhich makes them 
justices of the liberties, but Avithout poAver to sit at any sessions of the peace for the county. 

The earliest express grant we have found of criminal jurisdiction to the coiporate 
authorities, is in the charter of 7 Henry V., which constituted the mayor and bailiffs justices 
of the peace, and of labourers. This was followed by the charter of 2 Richard III., niaking 
the mayor and recorder justices of oyer and terminer, and gaol delivery, Avithin the city, its 
suburbs, and francMses, as well by land as by sea, and on the fresh water, with liberty to hold 
the city gaol. 

The next chai’ter relating to this subject is that of 17 Charles I., which declared that the 
mayor, recorder, and six senior aldermen, Avho had seiwed the office of mayor, should be 
justices of the peace within the city, and that they, or any four of them, of Avhom the mayor 
or recorder should be one, should be justices of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery.. 

The charter of 1 Geo. II. extended the provisions of the 17 Charles I., by granting that al 
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pymentofafine°sho^kU^^^^^ " f™"' sMving it, on ■’®“S“‘CUON. 

"■ “■ “■ of ‘he peace on all the 

e- ‘ecoedet, and any two of 

,„.i h the lotd jna^ot „.. -ecetde^^nf 

PeffonL^fnt/Sr^ityl^^^^ C.«t,.fQ„.,t=e 

tha..woa.det.enLnldatte‘Krthl^yS^^^^^^^ 

a„rharb- ‘he -ode in which this Lnhges of. 

The whole effective business of the court is done by the recorder 

,.LrdIy^artS^TtL& 

re“b7dera“nVS:‘™ed4r “"hed^ntlypr’oduced ;ubr7cr“ 

,rgonThf/9G7nT.7^ 

rel olTlT 742°",' ‘5 ” hie deputv, apPinted nnde^th 

'J. 7 ’ ®’ "°“eed in our account of the election of the recorder. 

Ihe Jurisdiction of this court was, originallv, limited to the fn'il nf crimo j c 

S"‘“Se7lirc"‘l4°J, 's 77L1.S e-endlb/tt °SlS 

situate in or upon the circular road, or any place ivith"in ^ 

road. (See an(e, title Limits.) ^ ^ ^ ^ circumscribed by that 

All crimes and offences committed within these limits, except treason are within th 

reT°re:7erS t^Co"^ f triS of 

Mh wh„„ the .orr—ifZiu^^aSr^'SllSdl't^S 

r^|Srs-~S^ 

rsfsrfS i?7S7:e77»': '? 

now usually L.”ircouiaii°ecl ^^717° 35° S o'^'u? fTs’s'f" 

Wlieenian^TS™ 

sS3SSS!=^^^^ 

apSa-SSgSySa^^^^ 

wsions might bo hell <l7i7 tb® t “lau from six weeks to six weeks ; and that such 
0 . 140 fthe iiress t p 1 - s° 7 7"" ‘‘'“ini- rhis statute was repealed by the 48 Geo III 
provisi'on. ^ ■“ h^°hcc Act;) but the 57th section of this latter Act contains the same 

®Mwi77e°co'n77o7erfi7^ i‘s Sittings, has Pmclice of Sittings. 

The°SeSal7a°s°7dT,i7t7r,Tr'l°"“ hortnight upon each second Tuesday, 
made tobrino- nn 1 ^*ght previous, unless special application was 

All cuSoS - ^ It® had occurred in the intervening three days. 

M.C r ^ of the court were disposed of, and by this arrantre- 

G ® 
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ment no prisoner would, generally speaking, be confined longer than one fortnight previous to 
trial However, from the court sitting but one day at each adjournment, winch was little 
more than sufficient to afford time for getting through the trials of persons in custody, a ve^ 
large arrear of traverse, or bail eases, accrued ; some part of which ac^ally remained, m 
arrear for seven years, until the present recorder, by devoting a considerable portion ot time 
and attention to this object, got through the whole arrears of from 200 to 300 cases. 

Previouslv to the year 1825, the recorders practised generally at the bar, and were in the 
fwlimiriiincr the court to suit their professional engagements, not, however, ior any 



habit of adjourning the court to suit their professional engagements, not, however, ior any 
longer period than three weeks. . , , i /• ^t. x- i. • 

The 5 Geo. IV. c. 120 has, as already noticed, prohibited the recorder for the time bein^ 
from practising as a barrister within the limits of the of the metropolis, and 

provided for him the compensation of an additional salary of £600 a- year. 

The recorder is, therefore, now enabled to arrange the sittings of the court with regularity to 
suit the convenience of the public. • j i i xu 

Shortly after the appointment of the present recorder, he was induced, by the very general 
complaints made of the inconvenience resulting from the former practice of this court, to adopt 
a system which has had the effect of making the sittings more certain, and has given consi- 

derable satisfaction. . „ , i » t a .. 

The general quarter sessions are held in the beginning of the months of January, Apnl, 
July, and Oetobcr, in each year, and the court continues to s.t untd all the business be ore it. 
including custody and bail cases, is disposed of. Should any custody eases occur, lAilst % 
recorder IS engaged in other judicial duties Incideutal to his office, at quarter sesswus, they ah, 
are disposed of before the adjouniraent of the court. 

The Number of custody Cases for trial at each general quarter sessions is usually, small 
owing to the arrangement of the adiournraents ; and this affords time for the trial of the bail 
or traverse cases, which are tried after all the custody cases are disposed ol. 

The number of bail cases at each sessions (since the arrear was disposed of) vanes from 



60 to 100. •Ill- 1 • *1 

Tho. general period for which the sessions have been latterly adjourned, is one mont^ never 
for any shorter period; but adjournments have been made for five^ or six weeks, which is 

represented as being considerably longer than in any former recorder s time. _ _ 

At these adjournments all custody cases, which have occured from the last sitting, are dis- 
posed of. They v’ary from 100 to 200 in number, and occupy from three to four days at each 
adjournment. This is the only business done at adjournments, as bail cases are tried only at 
the general quarter sessions. . o n < 

Under the present arrangements 12 gaol deliveries take place m the year, of all oftenders 
whose crimes are within the jurisdiction of the court, and in which the informations and recog- 
nizances have been returned to the quarter sessions. • x: u 

The first business transacted at each general quarter sessions is to fiat the presentments of 
the out-going grand jury. . 

The number of presentments sent up at each quarter sessions varies from lOU to ZW. 

It was formerly the custom for the lord mayor and aldermen to hold a court upon the 
Thursday previous to the acljournraent day, and to swear witnesses and send up bills_ ot indict- 
ment to the grand jury, in order to prevent any delay for those pui-poses_ at the sifting of the 
recorder. This practice has been given up in consequence of the additional inconvenience 
which it caused to grand jurors and witnesses by requiring a second attendance. 

The hours of sitting are now from 10 to 5 o'clock. Previously to the appointment of the 
present recorder, the hour at which the court sat was eleven. 

The composition of the grand Jury in this court has been already noticed in our account of 
the functions, &c. of the city sheriff. Each grand jury is sworn for the quarter. 

The attendance of petty jurors is occasionally enforced by the imposition of a_ fane ot i'i. 
There liave been frequent complaints to the court, by individuals, of their having been too 
often summoned as petty jurors. It has been, until of late years, too much the practice to 
summon the same persons as well to the grand as to the petty juries. There is, in fact, no 
regulation to control the eiiercise of the discretion _ of the sheriffs on the subject, mid the 
recorder has found it necessary to interfere by intimating to the sheriffs his wish that the duty 
of attending as petty jurors in this court should be apportioned fairly among those liable to 
be summoned. , . 

This intimation has been attended to ; and there seems now to be an understanding tiiat Ine 
-same individual is not to be summoned as a petty juror more than once in six. months. 

The duty is irksome, and, being without remuneration, it is very desirable that the jury 
panels should be so arranged as to produce the least practical inconvenience to those called on 
to attend. . . 

The fines imposed on jurors are estreated into the exchequer, if not previously remitted J 
tho court on application supported by affidavit. The clerks of the peace chai-ge a fee of 6 j. m. 
on the filing of every such affidavit. _ _ n i j n 

Should the sitting of the court continue over four days a new jury is impanelled, ana s 
for every period of four days during the sittings. 

A Market Jury is sworn for each quarter under the statutes relating to such juries. 

The only officer of the court we have not already noticed is the Summoner of Witnesses. 
The clerks of the peace, as we have noticed in the account of the functions of the town c er > 
summon prosecutors and witnesses in all bail cases, for which they receive a presentraen 
£21 half-yearly. Prosecutors and witnesses in custody cases are summoned by an oflicer 
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*‘'1““!' “f 'ritnesses. and a presentment of £20 each quarter is made 

to him by the grand jury for the performance of this duty. 

Pines imposed on persons convicted in this court are considered to belong to the coiporation 
under their charters, and are returned to the treasurer by the clerks of the peace, and accounted 
for as pait of tlie casual revenue of the city. ^ 

According to the present arrangement of this court it must rarely happen that a prisoner 
can be m custody more than a month before trial; and it is the liabii of the reemder in 
passing sentence of imprisonment to date the term from the committal. A very great portion 
of the offences nhich are tried at sessions are, however, of a character deserving of little more 
than a few weeks imprisonment ; the greater number of the offenders are juvenile, and the 
common place of confinement of prisoners untried is the gaol of Newgate. To this prison it 
appears that the average, lyeekly amount of committals is about 60, and neatly one-thh d of the 
priBomra are ftmams. Irom the want of accommodation in the prison, and the defect of 
classification (there being, m fact none whatever among the female prisoners,) it is of great 
importance that the term of confinement in Newgate before trial should bo as short as 
possible, with a view as wel to the speedy release of those who may be acquitted, as to the 
removal of those found guilty from a very demoralizing place of confinem^t to one under 
better regulations as to discipline and classification. 

The speedy trial of offenders of the class usually brought before this court, must also be of 
toEmSropoli^^^ ^-equent cases of crimes committed on the property of strangers resorting 

Looking to these considerations, and to the number of weekly committals, we think that the 
arrangements of this court are capable of much improvement in reference to the periods of its 
sittings. _ In the city of Cork the Court of Quarter Sessions is held weekly by the recorder 
for the of oflences, and we are not aware of any satisfactory ground of objection to the 
adoption of the same arrangement for the extensive and populous district of the metropolis : 
an anangeraent, u’hich, m fact, was acted on for some time by the late recorder, Sir Jonas 
Greene; while we think that the convenience of jurors, prosecutors, and witnesses, and the 
protection of the public at large, by the trial of offenders recently after the commission of 
their crimes, would be materially advanced by the alteration. 

The saving of the expense of maintenance of prisoners ultimately acquitted from their 
being discharged after only a few days’ confinement, is a minor but not unimportant 
advantage, which would result from the adoption of weekly sittings. 

109. We have already noticed, in our account of the functions of the aldermen, the Rotation, 
or Crown Office, a tended by them in their character of justices of the peace. We have no 
observations to add, in this place, to what we iiave there stated of tiie exercise of magisterial 
jurisdiction by the justices of the peace out of sessions. The despatch of business by the divi- 

rabliihment 

110. As. chief magistrate of the city^ the lord mayor holds the court called the Loi-d 
Mayor s Court, of which he is the sole judge. 

This court is held every Thursday at the City Sessions Court House, in Green Street. 

On other days of the week the lord mayor frequently holds the court at the Mansion 
Mouse, and at such times as may be convenient to him. 

This court is not noticed in any statute or charter, afid its arrangements depend merely on 
“ u ^ discretion of the lord mayor. 

VVhen the court is lield at Green Street, it is open to the public ; but at the mansion house 
tne lord mayor holds it m_a private apartment, to which usually no persons are admitted but 
e par les interested. It is at the option of the party applying for a summons to take it out 
Mther for Green Street or the Mansion House. In the latter case an additional fee is -charged 
lor the summons. ,. ® 

This court IS held chiefly for the exercise of the summary' jurisdiction given to the lord 
yor, as chief magistrate of the city, by various statutes. 

Ihe cases usually entertained in it have been 

byserva,nts and labourers for wages. In these cases the lord mayor has 
junsdiction to the amount of £6, of the late Irish currency, under the 54 Geo. III. c. 116. 
disputes between masters and apprentices. 

grocers and publicans for violation of the sabbath, contrary 
to the provisions of the statute 7 ^^ill. III. c. 17, and of the 55 Geo. III. c. 19, s. 58. 

Liiv masters of vessels for having fires on board their ships in the 

in violation of the statute 34 Geo. HI. c. 8, (lately repealed by the 3, 4 Will. IV. c. 26.) 

17 against butchers for slaughtering cattle in the markets contrary to the 

bpnfifit’ e \.^‘ beast so slaugKtered is, on conviction, forfeited lor the 

imnmll *''o parish, anil if not of the value of lOs., a fine of 5«. may be also 

onposeU and given to the informer. ^ 

statute 7 Will. III. c. 17, a fine of 5s,, of the late Irish currency, is attached as a 
fionss f 1 for sale on Sunday, and a fine of 10s. is imposed on keepers of 

Thp efof ainment, for giving entertainment to persons during the hours of divine service, 
which directs, that the whole of those penalties shall go to the poor of the parish in 
iusticp tD committed, except that, in the case of the 5s. penalty, it authorizes the 

Undpr exceeding one-third, as a reward to the informer, 

the poor of the parish penalty is £5, half to the prosecutor and half to 

G2 
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JURISDICTION 



Fees. 



Observations. 



None of the above penal Acts gives any power to add costs to the penalties imposed. 

The forms of proceeding in this court, where regularly observed, are similar to the ordinary 
course in cases of summary convictions, and orders, by justices of the peace. 

The Fees claimed on the proceedings are stated in the following tabk : ^ 

Summons for the court . - - - - 

Entering ditto 

Private summons for Mansion House - 
Dismiss 
Oath of dismiss 

Notice of adjournment . - - - - 

Warrant - 

Cancelling indentures . - - - - 

(If the parties are poor this fee is reduced one-half.) 

Information for committal of an apprentice 
Lodging notice of an appeal . - - - 

Lord mayor’s signing adjudication for the quarter 
sessions * ' ‘ ' T * 

Five per cent, on money lodged for a rehearing. 

The constables of the court also claim Is. in the pound on^ warrants given to them (o 
execute. This is paid by the plaintiff out of the amount levied, but not charged to the 
defendant. . , 

A fee of Qd. is charged for each witness sworn to give evidence before a,rbitrators on cases 
referred to arbiti-ation. 



0 6 2 



The jurisdiction of this court, as exercised in civil cases, does not call for any particular 
Obserimtions ; but the mode in which it has been apphed in enforcing the penalties presenbed 

by the statutes above mentioned requires especial notice. . , a- 

The informers are the constables in attendance on the court, including the stanmen of 
the lord mayor. The usual number of them is six. No other persons are allowed to 
prefer informations. These constables are expressly appointed and sworn for the purpose 
of going through the city, and informing on persons found violating the provisions of the 
statutes. They appear to be in some instances in partnership in their proceedings, and one 
of them in partnership with the register of the court, the officer by whom the summonses 
are issued. i • i 

No sworn or written information is lodged by these informers; but, on applying to the 
register ibr summonses, they give him a list of names of parties to he summoned, and he 
delivers to them the required number of summonses, generally in blank, charging for each 
the sum of Is. 8d., being the amount of the fees of Is. Sd. for the summons, and 5d. for the 
entry, as in the above table. _ _ , • tt rru • 

These cases are most commonly heard in private at the Mansion House. 1 here is not ^ 
any formal adjudication, or record, made up, nor return made to any public office, or 
authority, of the cases heard, or fines imposed ; and tlie seeretai-y’s books merely state the 
date of the hearing, the names of the parties, and the fines, without any specification of the 
offence, or account of the disposal of the fines. No such account is published in any way. 

’J.'he fines are generally paid without warrants being issued to levy them ; and it appears 
that in some cases the secretary has abstained from issuing warrants in consequence of the 
irregularity of the proceedings and his apprehension of the consequences. 

'I’be fines imposed are, in the first instance, paid to the register of the Lord Mayor’s Court, 
and lie pays them over to the lord mayor’s secretary, who deducts from the amount the fees 
due to him for the court fees on the proceedings. The fines are disposed of without much 
regard to the statutes under which they have been imposed. Generally one-half is given to 
the informer. The residue is paid over to the lord mayor, or disbursed by the secretary on 
his orders. We have not ascertained that any account is kept by the lord mayor, or his 
secretary, of the mode in which the moiety not paid to the informers is disposed of. The 
lord mayor disburses it entirely at his discretion for charitable purposes, instead of handing 
over the amount, as directed by the statutes, to the use of the poor of the parish in which the 
offence was committed. 

There is no reason for supposing that any part of the amount is applied by the lord mayor 
to any other purpose ; but we apprehend that the application of any part of these moneys m 
aid of the funds of the officer who imposes them, even to objects otherwise meritorious, is a 
departure from the express provisions of the statute ; and is objectionable as appearing to 
<^ive to the magistrate, to some extent, an interest in the result of the proceedings. 

° The lord mayor has refused to pay over the fines imposed on vessels for having fires on 
board in the Liffey to the churchwardens of St. Mark’s parish, which adjoins the river, on 
the ground that the churchwardens could not show that half the river was m that parish; 
and e\-en when they had, apparently, established the point, the parish did not succeed m 
obtaining the amount. 

Those fines were represented to us to amount in some years to very considerable sum . 
The amount is not capable of being ascertained, as they are sometimes mitigated, and, w 
some case.s, part has been returned. There were in the year 1833 about 1,400 informations, 
and it was admitted that in that year the fines were about £200. Evidence was adduce 
show that in other years they had far exceeded this sura. In one year they were admitte 
have been £800. In some they were inconsiderable. 
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The existence of a very r^arkable practice as to compounding for fines was admitted bv 
the register ot this court. The usual fine on a publican for breach of the sabbath is 4s. 7d' 
present currency, equal to 5s. of the late currency. It appears that, in the beginning of the 
year ofofficeof the lord mayor, publicans on whom such fines may be imposed, instead of 
merely paying the fine, hand to the register £1, which they desire that officer to keep not 
only to pa,y the fine a ready imposed, but to cover future fines for the remainder of the year 
This sum 13 calculated as discharging three such fines, and the officers’ fees on the summonses' 
The register informs the party that he shall not be again troubled for that year. The con- 
sequence IS, that the informers of the office visit him no more, and he thus purchases a species 
of licence to violate the sabbath for the remainder of the year 

A nearly similar course appears to have been acted on ‘in reference to fines on vessels 
having fires on board in the river; and evidence was adduced before us to show that the 
power of inflicting penalties for this offence had been resorted to as a mode of enforcing from 
the owners ot oyster-boa.ts the tribute of oysters claimed by the lord mayor. 

In most cases heard m this court a right of appeal exists for the defendant to the next 
quarter sessions, on lodging notice whereof, a fee of 6^. 2d. is paid to the secretary or the 
register, and asimilar fee is paid into the office for the lord mayor’s signature to the adjudication 
to be I'eturned to the sessions. 

The defendant is also entitled, according to the practice of the court, to have a rehearing in 
every case, on lodging the money in court, with 5 per cent, on the amount. On each 
rehearing there are the same costs as in the case of an original summons, in addition to the 
poundage. 

On the whole we feel bound to observe that the entire system of this court, as to penal 
prosecutions, appears to operate, if not to be continued, more to the creatine a lucrative 
situation for the secretary, and emoluments for the sfaffmen and constables, than to serve the 
public interests by an effective administration of the law. 



JURISDICTION. 



111. The chief Court of Civil Jurisdiction connected with the corporation is the Lord 

Mayor and Sheriffs Court, held under the charters of John and other monaxchs, giving 

jurisdiction of pleas to the citizens of Dublin. ® ® 

The Jurisdiction of this court is unlimited in amount, but causes of action under 40^. of 
the late currency are considered as e.xcluded from its jurisdiction. It has cognizance of all 
personal actions. ° 

The lord mayor and sheriffs are the J udges of this court, aided by the recorder as assessor. 

Botti the sheriffs are summoned, and are generally present at the sittings of the court ; but 

It IS conceived that the business of the court may be proceeded with if the lord mayor’ and 

one of the sheriffs be in attendance. The piresence of the lord mayor is indispiensable. 

The court sits every three months for the trial of records. These Times of Sitting have been 
fixed by the judges of the court, and not by charter. 

Motions in Chamber are heard at the sessions house in the intervals between the sittings, 
generally before the recorder, without the presence of the lord mayor or sheriffs, and his 
Orders afterwards receive the sanction of the lord mayor and sheriffs. 

The lord mayor occasionally hears such motions without the recorder, but applies to the 
recorder upon any legal difficulty, who then hears the question discussed before him. 

The town clerks are the registers and Prothonotaries of the court. 

There are three kinds of Process issued from this court for the purpose of conimencino" 
proceedings. ® 



Civil Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Lord Mayor and 
Sheriffs' Court. 
Amount of 
Jurisdiction. 



Times of present 
Silting. 



Motions in 
Chamber. 



Prothonotary. 

Process. 



1. An Action against the person. This issues on an affidavit, sworn before one of the Action, 
judges of the court for a cause of action of £20, or upwards, upon which the town clerks, as 

tile prothonotaries, issue and sign the action. 

2. The second form of process is an 'Attachment against the defendant’s goods to compel Attachment. 

which issues on an affidavit of the debt, sworn in the same way. 'i'he 
affidavits must, in both cases, specify that the causes of action arose within the limits of the 
rhy. 'The attachment is founded on a fiction. It supposes a previous summons, which is 
never served, or attempted to be served. It is, in form, issued to the serjeant at mace, at 
t e same time with the attachment, but dated a week before. Upon this summons the 
seijeant at mace makes a formal return of “ non esf.” 

There are no fixed Return Days for the summons, attachment, or action. They continue Return Days, 
in force for the lord mayor’s year of office in whose time they issued. 

decided that the late statute, limiting arrest to debts amounfiiig to or 
ojer .^20, does not apply to the attacliment against the goods, as not being a proceeding 

directly against the person. & s o i o 

The attachment is, as we have stated, merely a process to enforce an appearance. It is 
iscfiarged on bail being given and an appearance entered, 
tfiis process is issued for debts of any amount over 40s. 

process is that of Foreign Attachment. This is issued for the purpose Foreign Attach- 
a aching money or goods of a defendant, in the hands of a third person. An affidavit of ment. 
hie debt is required. 

unll*' §®h®‘’^dy suggested in the affidavit, but held not to be necessary, that the plaintiff 
ers ands that the third person has such money or goods in his hands. 
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Tliis process is also issued on a formal return of “ non on a supposed summons. 
It is served on such third person, who is called the “ garnishee.” 



Practice. There is no book of the rules or Practice of the court. They are handed down in the 



usages of the office. 

The present town clerks, a few years since, had made up to some extent, and returned to 
us, a printed summary of the practice of the court. When a difficulty occurs as to the 
practice, the judges refer to the prothonotary, upon whose report they act. The only material 
alteration made for some years in the practice of the court has been in the mode of taking 
bail. The prothonotary i’ormerly took bail. It is now taken by the judges, or one of them. 

'i'he condition of the recognizance of bail is to render the body to the marshal or to pay 
the debt. It is the same in an attachment against the goods ; and, in consequence, the body 
may be rendered in discharge of the bail in a case of a debt under £20, though not liable to 
arrest in the first instance. _ i i i i i. 

In attachment cases the proceeding must be (and it has been so decided by the court) in 
the foi'm of an action of debt, and not upon the case. ^ _ 

It must be for a cause of action for uhich an action of debt will lie at common law; and 
if the affidavit be defective in this particular, the attachment will be discharged. 

In the forms and course of pleading the court observes the practice of the superior courts, 
The proceeding by foreign attachment is regulated by the practice ot the city court of the 
corporation of London. _ f. u 

The execution of the process of the court has been noticed in our account of the offices of 
marshal and serjeant at mace. 

Rules. The court days for entry of Rules, &c., are Monday and Thursday. 

A rule may be entered on either of the court days. A four-day rule had on Monday mil 
not run out on the Thursday next after, as there must be four clear days. Thus, on a rule 
to plead given on Monday, the other party has all the following Tlmrsday to plead, and do 
rule can be entered on his default until the following Monday. 

Hotvever, if a rule for judgment be entered on a Monday, the party is entitled to mark 
judgment on the Friday after, as of the preceding Thursday. 

In bail cases the appearance is entered as of the court day previous to that on which the 
bail is actually taken, and the plaintiff may declare on the next court day. 

In an undefended case execution may be had in 21 or 22 day.s after the seizure of tlie 
goods, or arrest of the person. 

If a defence be made, and bail given by the defendant, he obtains the release, of nis goods ■ 
out of custody, and in practice he cannot appeal' and defend the action without giving bail, 
even although hb goods may continue under seizure. _ I 

In cases of actions against the person, undefended, there is an interlocutory judgment, and 
the course of holding the writ of inquiry on it is the same as in the superior courts. But ill j 
attachments the judgment is final in the first instance, the action being in debt. 

Writs of inquiry are held before the marshal. _ _ | 

The ordinary computation of the sum due on judgments by defendants is done in the town j 



Removal of Causes. 



Privilege of a 
Freeman. 



Costs, liy whom 
taxed. 

Fees reduced.' 
Attorneys. 



Costs to Execution. 



clerk’s office. 

The rules entered in each cause are posted in the town clerk’s office, where it appears upon 
an affidavit that a search has been made for the residence of the party whose goods are 
attached, and that he has no residence within the jurisdiction at which he could be served. 

When the party is known, and his residence is within the jurisdiction, the service must be 
made accordingly. 

Causes are frequently removed by writs of certiorari and habeas corpus for delay, and it is 
in evidence before us that this liability of removal diminishes the business of the court, and is 
productive of great inconvenience to the suitors. 

In proceeding by action against the person of a Freeman, upon notice of the action being 
issued, he is allowed 24 hours to enter common bail, which he may do. • i • 

Freemen arc not exempt from attachment of goods. That exemption has been claimed in 
some cases, and the question was discussed before the recorder, but the claim was not allowed. 

Of late years, since the limit of £20 was established, actions against the person are not 
frequent. _ . 

In the proceedings by attachment, the recognizance of bail is regulated by the amount ol 
the debt sworn to in the affidavit, and not by the value of the goods seized. 

There have been occasional proceedings against bail by scire facias. 

No table of fees is posted in the town clerk’s office. 

The Costs are taxed by the town clerks. 

A table of Fees was drawn out some years since. It was subsequently reduced in amount, 
as the attorneys complained the fees were too heavy on their clients. 

The Attorneys of this court must previously be admitted in one of the superior courts. 
They pay six guineas in this court as a fee with the stamp duty on their admission. 

This fee of six guineas is divided between the lord mayor, sheriffs, and town clerk. _ 

It is stated that in practice there is seldom more than two guineas charged, which is 
town clerk’s portion of the fee. .. 

All pleadings are signed by counsel; but such signature is not considered necessary ui 
actions for less than £5, though in point of fact pleadings in such actions have been so signea- 

The Costs of bringing to Execution an undefended action for £10 are about £5. 
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The judges of the court think they have no power of granting New Trials, and never want 
any. I Ins we think a defect m its practice, especially as the jurisdiction is unlimited in 

amount. 

Ejectments and Replevins are never tried in this court. 

In practice any person, though not a citizen or freeman, may sue in this court, and it holds 
plea of all debts contracted in Dublin, without regard to the residence of the parties. 

All writs of execution issue to tlie marshal, who returns them to the town clerk’s office when 
executeti, it so required by the plaintiff s attorney. 

The pi;esent reduced table of Fees and Costs, before alluded to, is not now complained of. 
The fees had been, before their present reduction, increasing for many years, and we have been 
informed they ai-e now, on proceedings under £20, as low as it is possible to make them on 
such proceedings, which are in form the same as in the superior courts. 

Very few causes, come to trial. 

The town clerk is ot opinion that the proceeding by attachment has a tendency to procure 
the settlement ot demands sooner than they otherwise would be, as a defendant can secure his 
person from arrest easier than he can hi's goods. 

It is a proceeding which he says the citizens would not like to lose; it has been 
abused. It is now better regulated, and he has not heard any complaints that goods have 
been sold at an undeiwalue under this process. 

When a cause in this court is brought to Trial, tho course of proceeding is the same as in ' 
theBiiperior courts, except that Judgment is marked Tiistanfcr, on the verdict being brought in J 

There is no opportunity of moving in arrest of judgment; any point that might lead to 
such a motion must be discussed before the issue is handed to the jury. 

The Sittings for trial of Records are quarterly; and, from the small number of cases brouoht ' 
to trial, it does no-t appear that any practical inconvenience arises from that arrangement ° 

The court would appoint (we are told by the town clerk) a day for the trial of any cause on 
asatisfactory affidavit, stating a risk, or great inconvenience, to the parties, such as may ari«e 
fiom a witness being about to leave the kingdom ; and that he knew an application of this 
kind granted. 

The business of the court has decreased very much in the time of the present town clerk 
ivbich he attributes to the power of removal to the superior courts. ' 

Writs of error arc occasionally brought, the returns to which do not state under what 
authority the court is held, whether by charter or otherwise. 

Ihe town clerk recollects only one writ of error successful, and that was for some mistalte 
of the attorney. There was nothing in it involving any question as to the jurisdiction of 
tiie court. •’ 

The right of issuing attachments, we were told, had been tried about 20 years a^ro on a 
special verdict in a replevin suit in the King’s Bench, and the right was held to exist.’ We 
were not furnished with a copy of this record. 

The recorder receives no fees in this court. 



Ejectments and 
Replevins. 



Tile Fees of the Serjeants at Mace upon attachments are. Fees of the 

One shilling in the pound on the first £10. Seijeants at Mace, 

Sixpence on every pound after, as high as £50, and for this they must 
execute process to any amount above £50. 

They have the same fees on process against the person, and are entitled to 6d. on a 
fractional part of a pound. 

The fees payable to the marshal on final process are regulated by the amount of the debt 
and have been already stated. He has fees on the sale of the goods, even though the serjeant 
at mace has charged his fees on the same goods, when seized under the attachment. 

Upon a judgment by defa,ult, when goods have been attached, the plaintiff, before e.xecution 
issues, enters into a recognizance. Upon the judgment being signed, a writ immediately 
issues to the marshal to appraise the goods, and the plaintiff's recognizance is in double 
the amount of that appraisement. This recognizance is generally entered into by the plaintiff 
and some responsible person with him, and is conditioned that the plaintiff shall have the 
appraised amount forthcoming for a year and a day, in case the defendant shall come 
lorward and disprove the debt. 

The town clerk has never known a defendant to come forward under these circumstances; 
and he also thinks that the proceedings would be erroneous without such recoc^nizance which 
IS set out in returns to writs of error. ° 

In process of foreign attachment, costs are given against the garnishee only down to the 
jndgmeiit; and no costs are given to either party on the scire facmj against the garnishee, 
iliei'e being no poiver in the court to give them. 

Upon tile whole of the evidence relating to this court it appeai-s to be desirable that the 
l^corder, or some other legal person, should be. constituted a member of it, that the. 
i ns iction should be limited in amount, and the power of removal of causes by habeas 
and certiorari should be restricted, or abolished. 

of Court for the county of the city of Dublin is held, as stated in our account Civil Bill Court, 

tae iunctions of the recorder, under the statute 31 Geo. II. c. 16. Jurisdiction in cases 
ejectment for non-payment of rent is given to the recorder by the general statutes giving 

siiclijunsdiction to assistant barristers. J b be. 

11 appeal is given by the 31 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 5, to the chief justice of the Court of King’s 
ten or Common Pleas, or chief baron of the Exchequer, sitting at Nisi Prius. 
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This is a court of record under these statutes, and by the 38 Geo. III. c. 25, s. 7, 
must be held four times in the year, as nearly as may be at equal distances from each other. 

Cases of contract -vvithin the jurisdiction of the Court of Conscience cannot be brought into 
this court as by the 31 Geo. II. c. 16, the debt sued for must be over 40 j. The utility of 
such a court, held for the recovery of small debts before acompetent professional judge, 
from this restriction, much diminished. ■ i c • . . t 

The clerks of the peace are the registers of the court for the trial of ejectments. In cases 
of contract the register is an officer appointed by the recorder, under the 31 Geo. II. 

Tdle fees of the court are the same as those paid on such proceedings in the Civil Bill 

Courts of assistant barristers. , p „ i n. 

By tlie 31 Geo II c. 16, s. % every dismiss and every decree for any sum under £1Q 
must in the first place, be attempted to be levied on the goods of the person or persons agaicst 
whom such dismiss or decree shall be obtained. Execution against the body may be issued 
if the debt be not levied or paid within three months after serving the party with a copy of 

the dismiss or decree. ^ t i i ^ u xi, oa.i . 

This court is now held in the months of J anuary, April, July, ^d October, on the 20th of 
each month. There is business for two or three days sittings. The number of civil bills m 
cases of contract is stated by the recorder to average about 300; and of civil bill ejectments 

about 12 in each quarter. i i . c i 

Juries are very seldom resorted to in this court, and the recorder stated, that, as far as he 
could observe, he found very little desire on the part of the suitors to resort to a jury. 

113. The Court of Conscience is a court held for determining causes between party and 
party, under the value of 40s. of the late currency. _ . • * * i * i. 

In the statute 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 15, before noticed this jurisdiction is stated to have 
been held from time immemorial, and it was thereby established, ratified, and confirmed. 

We have noticed the provisions of this Act, and of the 11, 12 Geo. III.c. 11, s. 71, respecting 

the president of this court and his deputy. . • n* c i 

A recent enactment, I, 2 Will. IV. c. 31, s. 23, gives m certain cases a right of appeal 
to the judges of the superior courts sitting at Nisi Prius. 

The Judges of this court are the president, (who, as already stated, is the lord mayor of the 
preceding y“ear,) or his deputy, appointed in the manner we have before described, and one or 
move assistants from the sheriffs’ peers. 

The Officers are the register and bailiffs. 

The Time of holding the court is from 10 o’clock In the morning, every day, until the 
business of that day is disposed of, which generally occupies from two to three hours. 

The court appears to take cognizance of all cases of debts contracted within the county of 
the city of Dublin, including demands for seamen’s wages. It also exercises jurisdiction 
on claims arising from the detention by tradesmen, &c., of articles delivered to them to 
be manufactured ; and from the sale of bad or unmerchantable articles. 

In several instances demands of their fees, or perquisites of office, by the officers appointed 
by the corporation or the guilds, have been entertained in and enforced by the adjudication 

of this court. , . j u 

Thus we find that the claim of certain officers, who were, until very recently, appointed by 
the guild of merchants, called coal-meters, to a charge of &d. per ton all coals imported into 
Dublin, was enforced in this way. A prohibition was, indeed, in one case, awarded by the 
Court of Kioto’s Bench to proceedings in the Court of Conscience for thisduty, but the decision 
was founded °nof on any objection to the suit, as being before a corporate officer, for a Corpo- 
rate Claim, but on the ground that the course adopted to bring the pecuniary amount of the 
demand within the jurisdiction of the court, as hereinafter noticed, was a splitting ol the 
alleged cause of action. i c it„ 

The demand of transferable free tickets of admissions by the city sheriffs to places of pub ic 
exhibition appears also in one instance to have formed the subject of a suit in this court, by 
the parties to whom such tickets had been given, for sums paid by them for_ admission, 
on the refusal of the proprietor to admit them on the tickets. Decrees were given against 
him for those sums with costs, and the amount levied by arrest. _ , , , p 

The rents of apartments in the City Marshalsea are sued for m this court by the keeper ot 
that prison ; this subject will be more fully noticed in our account of the Marshalsea. 

The fees of the bailiffs of the court itself, for the execution of its process, form also one ol 
the subjects for which suits are entertained in it. 

It is in reference to corporate demands that the right of Appeal, above noticed, has been 
given by the statute 1, 2 Will. IV. c. 31, s. 23. , 

This enactment gives this right of appeal to the party aggrieved by the decree or order oi 
the Court of Conscience “ in any suit for any demand, fee, wages, or sum of money claimed oy 
reason of any office, station, place, or employment, in the gift or nomination of the corporatio 
of the city of Dublin, or any guild thereof, or of any officer elected or appointed by ttie sai 
corporation, or any guild thereof.” , ,ifn 

This section provides, “That nothing in the Act contained shall give or be construed 
give to such Court of Conscience any jurisdiction whatsoever in any case which such court 
not possess before the passing of this Act.’ 

The office of president of this court is a principal source of emolument to which the or 
mayor looks to reimburse him the expenses of his mayoralty. A still stronger inducemen 
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the increase of business in the court is created in the acting judge, by the system in some 
vears adopted of fanning the office for very considerable sums. The inferior officers of the 
court, the register and bailiffs, Mcrive their respective emoluments, the former chiefly, the latter 
3 ]to<rether, from fees. Thus the multiplication of suits, and consequently of fees, is an object of 
interest to every branch of the establishment, and the existence of this motive can alone, we 
think, account lor many parts of the Practice of the court which are noticed in the following 
detail. 

The Fees appear to be, in some respects, in the discretion of the court. They have been 
considerably increased, in one case trebled, within the last 20 years, and new fees introduced 
not before exacted. Since the change of currency in 1826, the fees liave been demanded in the 
imperial currency, thus adding 8^ per cent, to their actual amount. 

The course of proceeding in this court is by Summons. There are not any wiitten com- 
plaints or pleadings, and the cases are heard and decided summarily by the president or his 
assistants, without, in any case, the intervention of a jury. 

Tliere are three desciiptions of summons, commonly distinguished by the names of black, 
blue, and red. 

The black summons is tlie ordinary process of the court ; the fee paid for it was foi-merly 
(3Jd., it is now lOrf. By this summons the defendant is required to appear on the day next 
but one after the date of it, — an interval which, in many cases, must be unreasonably brief ; yet 
for an increased fee of Ij. Id. the complainant may obtain a still more expeditious hearing by 
issuing the blue summons, which is called the immediate summons, and requires the appearance 
of the defendant on the following day. 

This precipitate course of procedure naturally leads to great Abuse. The summons may 
be served by the plaintiff or any one employed by him, or by the bailiffs of the court; there 
does not seem to be any rule as to the time of service, and it happens that the summons is 
sometimes served on the very .day of hearing, and the party coming at once to the court 
finds the case already decided against him in default of his appearance. Under some presidents 
the payment of a fee of 2d. for expedition has enabled a plaintiff to obtain a precedence 
for the hearing of his cause. The defendant, thus deprived of the opportunity of defence, has 
no remedy but to take out a summons for a rehearing, a.s presently described. 

On the case being called on, the plaintiff pays a fee of 5d. for the entry of the summons. If 
the defendant does not appear, the plaintiff is sworn to the service of the summons and the 
amount of the debt, and obtains an order for payment of it, the fee on which is Id. If both 
parties appear they make their respective statements without oath ; but if either reqviires his 
adversary or his witnesses to be sworn, he must pay a fee of 5d. for each oath administered. 
If the decision is in favour of the plaintiff he obtains an order as before; the order includes 
the fees for the suramo;is and entry, and the fees paid by the plaintiff for the witnesses sworn 
at his request. 

Should the defendant decline payment, the plaintiff is entitled to a Warrant against him 
for the debt and costs, but the amount in the whole cannot exceed 40 j. of the late currency, 
including the fee paid by the plaintiff on the warrant, which is now 3,j. 3d., having formerly 
been only Is. Id. This warrant is against the person of the defendant, and is executed by the 
bailiffs, If arrested, the defendant is committed to the City Marshalsea. 



The bailiffs have a poundage on the execution of the warrant, namely. 



s. 

For any sum not exceeding - 10 

Above 10s. and not exceeding - 20 

„ 20s. „ - 30 

Exceeding 30s. . - - 



s. d. 
1 0 
2 0 

3 0 

4 0 



These Fees, as already noticed, are sued for by them in the court, if not paid by the 
plaintiff. 

If a warrant remain unexecuted at the expiration of the year of office of the president, the 
plaintiff must take out a new warrant from his successor, paying a fresh fee of 3s. 3d. 

Imprisonment under the -wan-ants of this court has been restrained by the provisions of the 
statutes 33 Geo. II. c. 16, and 34 Geo. III. c. 18. 

By this latter statute (s. 1) it is enacted that no person committed to the Marshalsea, or 
other prison, by order of the Court of Conscience, when the debt does not exceed 20s., shall be 
hept in custody, on any pretence, more than 20 days from the time of committal; and where 
the debt does not exceed 40s., more than 40 days from the time of committal ; and the marshal, 
gaolers, &c., are required to discharge them accordingly. The periods of imprisonment had 
Been by the 33 Geo. II. c. 16, s. 17, limited to three and six months, in the same cases. 
The second section of the 34 Geo. III. c. 18, directs that such persons shall be set at liberty 
without paying any money, fees, &c., by way of gaol-fees, fees for discharge, or on any pretence 
whatsoever ; and prescribes a penalty of £5 on the marshal, gaoler, &c., taking any fee ^on 
such discharge, or detaining such prisoner after the expiration of the aforesaid term. 

The keeper of the Marshalsea considers this prohibition, as not extending to his charges for 
rent of the apartments in the prison. 

Should the defendant, on being arrested and committed to the Marshalsea, pay the debt to 
the keeper of that prison, the plaintiff must pay a fee of 6d. for an order to draw the money 
horn that officer, and the defendant must obtain an order for his discharge, for which a like 
•ee of 6d. is demanded. This order, it is stated, cannot be obtained before three o’clock in the 
M. C. L H 
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day, — an arbitrary and oppressive arrangement, for which we are unable to assign a reason 
In consequence, a party arrested after tliat hour cannot, even by paying the amount in the 
warrant, obtain his discharge before three o’clock on the following day. 

Such is the course of proceeding in cases where the order in favour of the plaintiff Jg 
submitted to by the defendant. 

But, in case the defendant wishes to contest the justice of the order, he may do so by a 
Rehearing of the cause. The practice of the court, as to this power or privilege of rehearing 
is very peculiar and extraordinary, and is, we apprehend, too much the result of that pecuniary 
interest in the increase of business in the court, which ^ its arrangements give to the judges 
and officers. ° 

In every case where the defendant seeks a rehearing, even where the cause has been decided 
in his absence, on a summons served, perhaps, only a few hours before, he must lodge with the 
register of the court, or with the bailiffs or keeper of the Marshalsea, to be by them handed to 
the register, the amount of the sum decreed, and costs, with a further sum for poundage 
according to the amount of the debt, at the rate of £5 per cent. This poundage is retained 
by the register, whatever be the event of the rehearing. He must then take out a red, or 
rehearing summons, for which he pays a fee of 8d. This is served and proceeded on as an 
original summons, with the same fees for swearing witnesses, &e. ; but if, on the rehearing the 
defendant succeeds in reversing the original order, he cannot on that process recover the 
costs he has been thus put to. For these costs, if he wishes to recover them from the original 
plaintiff, he must issue a new black summons, and proceed on it as in an entirely new case, in 
which the former plaintiff becomes a defendant, and who may, in his turn, try this demand for 
costs over again, by a similar rehearing summons, if the order be against him. Even the 
original cause of action is not decided conclusively by the reversal on a rehearing ; the plaintiff 
may issue a fresh black or blue summons, and commence the litigation again for his 
demand, and the same process of hearing and rehearing may be thus repeated without any 
definite limit in the rules of the court A case was stated to us in which the plaintiff had. 
drawn the money lodged for a rehearing out of court, or obtained it from the bailiff before the 
rehearing. The decree was reversed; the defendant was then obliged to commence, by afi-esh 
surrimons, to get back the money lodged ; he obtained an order for the amount, and the original 
plaintiff then issued a summons for a rehearing of this second suit. He was, however, defeated; 
but there were thus four suits instituted, and fees paid in all, to try the same question, and the 
original plaintiff, if he pleased, might have resumed the litigation, by new process, as if no 
trial at all had taken place. 

If the case is decided in favour of the defendant on the original hearing, he may take out 
an order for a Dismiss, for which a fee of 5d. is charged, but he cannot, on the order, recover 
this fee, or any fees he may have paid for swearing witnesses. For these costs, if he seeks to 
obtain them from the plaintiff, he must take out and serve an original summons, with the 
usual fees, &c. &c. 

Ifre whole course of these proceedings appears to us to have no useful object whatever in 
reference to the suitors of the court, and to tend to no purpose but the encouragement of petty 
and vexatious litigation, and the consequent increase of emolument to the judges and 
officers. 

The Splitting a Cause of Action, so as to divide it into numerous separate demands, each 
within the peeuniaiy jurisdiction of the court, appears to be in some cases resorted to by 
suitors, and not discouraged by the court, to which this practice brings additional business 
and fees. , ° 

Thus, in the Case of the Coal-meter’s claim, already noticed, the metage on board the 
same vessel and of the same cargo W'as made the subject of a distinct claim and summons 
at each stage of the delivery at which it amounted to about 30-?., the coal-meter at these 
periods making a demand of the sura, in order to bring his claim within the jurisdiction of the 

In a very recent instance of this abuse the demand arose out of the sale of a parcel of 
leather, for a sura exceeding £30, to a shoemaker, who had it made up in the articles of his 
trade, and sold to several persons, some of whom afterwards returned them, as made of 
unsound materials. On each occasion of this nature the shoemaker proceeded by summons 
m the Court of Conscience against the seller of the leather, as upon a distinct transaction, for a 
sum within the jurisdiction. Three of these summonses were stated to have been tried in the 
same vyeek. The defendant in all of them objected to the jurisdiction, but his objection was 
overruled, and the amount decreed against him. 

The defalcations and misconduct of the Bailiffs of the court in reference to money deposited, 
mth them^ for rehearings, or paid by defendants, appear to be a frequent cause of complaint 
No superior or more responsible officer is liable for their default, and the only mode of 
redress bft to the party whose money may be thus appropriated or withheld is to summon 
c bailiff or his sureties for the amount, — a proceeding not always attended with success, from 
the insufficiency of the sureties. ‘ 

There are no public Books or records of the Court ; those kept by the re^ster are considered 
the private property of the president for the year, who sometimes takes them away, — a practice 
tending to much inconvenience, and obviously calculated to facilitate fraudulent demands of 
moneys previously recovered, and prevent any effective check on the institution of fresh suite, 
tor the same cause of action. 
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The average number of summonses issued in the year is from 22,000 to 24,000 ; the Number 
of Causes heard is about two-thirds of- the summonses issued, and the number of warrants Causes^ 

about 2,500. . . . , . 



The proportion of the Fees payable to the Register are. 



On each warrant - - , - . . gr 

On each order 0 

On all affidavits filed in the court - - 6 

On each search - . ' . ' . . 2 

Notice for attendance on adjournment - - 3 

For issuing a summons after three o’clock - 3 

On an immediate summons - - . 3 

And the entire poundage on lodgments of money. 



It is a subject of complaint that persons not in the profession are permitted to practise as 
Attorneys in this court, and take fees from the suitors. This matter does not, however, 
,appear_ at any time to have been brought under the notice of the court, with a vieiv to its 
correction. A person connected with the lord mayor’s office was mentioned as practising 
for four or five years in this manner. ® 



Register’s Fees. 



Attorneys. 



We attribute much of the abuses which prevail In the practice of this court to the system Observations ' 
which gives so immediate an interest to its judges and officers in the fees payable by the 
suitors. The practice of rehcarmgs deserves particular attention In any coisiderationi for 
the improvement of this jurisdiction, and it is in our opinion very objectionable, in so extensive 
and populous^ a district, that the hearing of causes should be proceeded with on so brief a 
summons as is saiiotioned by this court. A very moderate scale of fees would provide an 
ample fund lor the well-regulated expenses of the court ; and it is, we conceive of the first 
consequence to the due administration of Justice in this tribunal that the president should be 
.apermanent officer, and that he and the several officers of the Court should be remunerated 
for their services by fixed salaries. 



I'l' P™ Otiols are locally situate within the county of the city of Dublin, or con- Gaols 

nected with its criminal and civil jurisdiction. 

Newgate. 

Four Courts Marshalsea. 

Sheriffs’ Prison. 

City Marshalsea. 

Sraithfield Penitentiary. 

Richmond Bridewell. 

The Four Courts Marshalsea, which is a prison for debtors only, is exclusively under the 
control and superintendence of Government, independent of the city authorities and grand 
jury. We do not, therefore, propose to make further mention of it in this Report. 

A local inspector of the other prisons (except the City Marshalsea) has been appointed General Superin- 
by the city gijmd jury under the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 65, This officer occasionally also \isits tendence of. 
the City Marshalsea, but does not exercise any authority over it. 

salary of this officer is £400 per annum, paid by presentment of the city grand iury 
The_ provisions of the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, for appointing a Board of Superintendence by the 
grand jury, do not extend to the city of Dublin, and the duties of such a board are here left in 
the hands of the general body of the grand jury. 

divisional justices of the police district of the metropolis are, by the Police Act, 
u i‘ to visit and inspect, not less than six times in each year! 

al! gaols, houses of correction, marshalseas, and other places within the district for the custody 
of persons confined for debt, or charged with or guilty of any ti-eason, felony, &c. and as 
oiten as it shall to them appeal’ necessary or expedient to report the state and condition of 
such gaols, &c., with their observations and remarks thereon, to the chief secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenrat, or in his absence to the under secretary for the civil department, and to the 
judges of the Court of King’s Bench. f > 

Special powers are given by sections 91 and 92 to the divisional justices over the houses 
01 correction ; these powers will be presently further noticed. 

115. The gaol of Newgate was made a gaol for the county and county of the city of Dublin Newgate, 
or the pmposes of the execution of commissions of oyer and terminer, &c. under the Irish 
a prison all offenders within the county of the city of Dublin, 

n at part of the county at large which is within the Circular Road, are committed for trial, 
fh c confinement of persons sentenced for short periods of imprisonment by 

convic^^^*" Bench, the Coftimission and Quarter Sessions Courts, and for transport 

debtors. The class of debtors committed to it appear to be persons 
arrested by the coroners; they are- very few in number. 

We have already stated the mode of appointment and emoluments of the governor of the 
Piison. Ihe otherOfficers exclusively attached to it and their respective salaiies are, 

H 2 
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£. 


j. 


d. 


Deputy governor, per annum - 


200 


0 


0 


Clerk 


78 


0 


0 


Five turnkeys, each . . . 


52 


0 


0 


Hospital superintendent 


54 


12 


0 


Two matrons - 


50 


0 


0 


Serjeant of the guard ... 


61 


2 


0 


Five privates of ditto, each 


36 


5 


0 


Seven ditto, ditto - - - - 

Schoolmaster - 


28 


12 


0 



The guards receive two suits of clothing per annum. 

The governor receives six prisoners’ allowances of provisions: the deputy governor, four; 
matrons and clerk, two : the turnkeys and guard, and hospital superintendent, one each. 

The other officers who attend the prison are, a chaplain of the Established Church, a 
Roman Catholic chaplain, and a Presbyterian chaplain, a physician, surgeon, and apothecary, 
all appointed by the grand jury under the provisions of the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74. 

The deputy governor and clerk are appointed by the governor : the turnkeys, matrons 
guards, &c. are appointed by the grand jury. 

Until within a few years past the duties of a guard were performed by a detachment of the' 
military. On their being withdrawn the present establishment was substituted. 

The Protestant chaplain is also chaplain to the Sheriffs’ Prison and Smithfield Penitentiary. 
He is one of the curates of the parish of St. Miclian’s, in which Newgate and the Sheriffs’ 
Prison are situate. His salary for attendance on all these prisons is £65 per annum. 

The Roman Catholic chaplain of Newgate is also chaplain to the Sheriffs’ Prison. His 
salary is £45 per annum. 

The Presbyterian chaplain holds the same office in the Sheriffs’ Prison, Riehmoml 
Bridc^v•cll, and Smithfield Penitentiary. His salary is £100 per annum. The same indi- 
vidual is also Presbyterian chaplain of the Four Courts Marshalsoa. 

The physician and surgeon also attend the Sheriffs’ Prison, City Mavshalsea, Richmond 
Brideu'cll, and Smithfield Peuitentary. 



The salary of the physician for these services is - - £400 0 0 

Of the surgeon 400 0 0 



The apothecary of Newgate is also apothecary to the Sheriffs’ Prison. 

The salaries of all the officers and the general expenses of the prison of Newgate, and 
maintenance of the prisoners, are defrayed by grand jury presentment from the county of 
the city of Dublin ; there ai-e not now any charges made to debtors for rent of the apartments. 

Many and serious deviations from the system of prison discipline prescribed by the statute, 
7 Geo. IV. c. 74, occur in this prison, both in the classification of prisoners and other arrange- 
ments ; they are chiefly attributable to the defective accommodation afforded in the prison for 
the numbers committed to it. 

The average number of weekly committals is about 50, and the number of prisoners has 
varied from 200 to 300, of whom about one-third are females. The prison is stated to be 
capable of accommodating about 200 prisoners, but we were informed by the local, inspector 
that he has known 400 confined in it, and the present govei'nor said there were so many 
prisoners when he was appointed (about five years since.) He attributes the diminution in 
the numbers partly (o a diminution of crime, and partly to the more frequent infliction of 
the punishment of transportation. 

The 21st rule prescribed for the government of prisons by the 7 Geo. IV, c. 74. s. 109, 
and to be observed in every prison so far as shall be practicable therein, is, that “ Every 
prisoner shall be provided with suitable bedding, and every male prisoner with a separate 
bed, hammock, or cot, either in a separate cell, or in a cell ^vith not less than two other male 
prisoners.” 

The arrangements of Newgate appear not to admit of the observance of this rule; it is 
stated by the governor that he has very ofleir six prisoners, and sometimes eight, in each cell, 
two in a bed. ’ 

This defect of accommodation also prevents that classification of the prisoners which tlic 
statute provides for, and is further productive of inconvenience in the non-residence of some of 
the officers of the prison. 

The governor, on this account, does not reside in the prison ; his residence is, however, in 
an adjoining house. The head matron is non-resident, she attends the prison only during the 
day ; she resides at about half a mile’s distance from the prison, and does not come to it earlier 
than ten or eleven o’clock. T\vo only of the turnkeys are resident. 

Difficulties in the observance of the material points of prison discipline, as the prohibition of 
the introduction of spirits, &c. appear to exist. 

The schoolmaster seems to be a very objectionable person for such a situation. It is 
admitted that he has been twice committed to the prison by the nicigistrates for assaults witliiii 
a short period. 

Some evidence was given before us of suspected interference by this individual, and other 
persons admitted to the prison, with the religious tenets of the prisoners, but we had not any 
statement of that nature from the Roman Catholic chaplain, or from any individual upon 
whom the exercise of such influence had been attempted. The governor’s account of the 
schoolmaster was, that he made the prisoners who chose to be instructed read, write, and 
learn arithmetic, and read religious books ; that he had never heard him use controversial 
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arguments, but that he was what is vulgarly called “a Biblical.” He also stated that there was 
a committee of Protestant ladies who attended the females, to converse with them on religious 
subjects, and that one or two of them attended two or three times a-week ; that he never 
heard of any complaint made by any of the Roman Catholic prisoners, male or female, of 
an interference with their religious belief ; that the Roman Catholic chaplain attended the 
prison, probably, every second day, and that the Sisters of Charity attended there also. 

The official authorities by whom the prison is at different periods inspected, are the term 
grand jury, who visit it at May and November j occasionally the quarter sessions grand jury; 
the sheriffs ; the police magistrates, sometimes, but not often ; the local inspector three times 
a-week, on an average ; an3 the inspectors general of prisons twice a-year. 

The provisions of the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 104, &c. for giving work to poor prisoners, are 
wholly unattended to in this prison, a further consequence of the want of proper and sufficient 
accommodation for its inmates. 



116. The Sheriffs’ Prison is aplace of confinement for debtors arrested under civil process, 
by the sheriffs of the county of the city. 

The mode of appointment, and the emoluments of the keeper of this prison, have been 
already noticed. 

The other officers exclusively attached to it are appointed by the keeper : their descriptions 
and respective salaries are. 



Head Turnkey, per annum 
Two Turnkeys, each 
Watchmen and Assistants 
Scourer 
Nursetender 



£ s. d. 
78 0 0 
52 0 0 
52 0 0 
26 0 0 
30 0 0 



By the 7 Geo. IV. c. 74, s. 128, this prison and the keeper of it have been placed under 
the control of the Court of King’s Bench, and made subject to such rules and orders as shall 
be made by the court for the government of the prison, and the regulation of the rate of rents 
for the lodging and accommodation of prisoners, and of the fees to be taken by the keeper. 

This prison is, by the 139th section of the Act, excepted from the clauses of it which 
abolish gaol-fees. 

The expenses of this prison are provided for under the 129th section of the 7 Geo. IV. 
c, 76, which enacts, that if the amount of rents and fees to be established for the Sheriffs’ 
Prison shall at any time appear to the grand jury of the county of the city of Dublin to fall 
short of the amount necessary to provide a sufficient salary to the keeper of the orison, 
together with sufficient sums for the payment of the hatchmen, and other officers and servants 
necessary for the safe custody of the prisoners, or the discipline of the prison; the grand jury 
at any presenting time may make presentment of the sum necessary to supply the deficiency. 
The grand jury is also empowered to present such sums as they shall think requisite for the 
repairs, or other necessary expenses of maintaining the prison. “ Provided always that the 
salary of the keeper of the said Sheriffs’ Prison, including all rents and fees allowed to be 
received by him, shall not in any one year exceed the sum of £500 over and above the salaries 
paid by the keeper of the said prison to the hatchmen, and other officers and servants in the 
prison, to such amount as shall be approved of by the court at each presentin'? term.” 

The rates of rent and fees to be taken in this prison were fixed by the Court of King’s 
Bench, under the authority of this Act, in the year 1826. They annually produce from £350 
to £370 ; the residue of the sum necessary to defray the expenses is provided by the grand 
jury under the powers above recited. 

The rates of lodging vary from H. 7ld. to 16s. ?>d. per week, according to the accommo- 
dation, except for the common halls, in which the charge for each prisoner is 7d. per week. 
The number of apartments in use in the prison is 32. 

The fees established by the court are. 



To the keeper from each person confined under execution, 

for each execution - -- -- - 13 4 

To the turnkey on discharge » - . . 17^ 

To the keeper from each person confined under mesne 

process 68 

To the same from each person confined under a civil bill 

decree 34 

This scale of rents and fees is in the late Irish currency. 



The number of prisoners confined in this prison is vei*y fluctuating ; it is calculated to 
accommodate about 60, which was the number at the immediate period of our Inquiry. The 
keeper stated that 85 prisoners was the greatest number he had in it at one time, and that 
about two months before the Inquiry the number was only 35. He added that about half of 
all the prisoners are discharged under the Insolvent Act. 

The keeper accounts on oath to the grand jury for all the fees and rents received. We 
cannot reconcile his statement as to the rents received for furnished apartments, with what 
we apprehend to be his duty in accounting for them. The table of rents contains the fol- 
lowing charges as to furnished rooms, 

s. d. 

If let to one person, to pay per week - 16 3 

If let to two, each person to pay per week 1 1 4^ 
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he keeper s statement to us is, that furnished rooms are charged 1 Is. 6d. per week to the 
prisoners, and should three persons occupy one room they pay each llj. 6d., (being in all 
6d.) and that in the return to the grand jury the charge would be only stated 

The keeper does not reside in the prison ; his residence is distant from it about half-a-mile 
The general regulations approved of by the judges of the Court of King’s Bench provide 

follows for the payment of the prison rents : - 

Rule 2. Each person shall be appointed to a room according to seniority in confinement 
lyon depositing in advance three weeks’ rent with the keeper which is to be accounted for bv 
the day, to such prisoner at the time of his discharge, should that happen before the thrps 
•weeks are expired. . ® 

R,ule 3. When a prisoner shall be indebted for more than three weeks’ rent of his room 
the keeper may remove such person to a common hall. ’ 

The power given by the latter rule appears to have been very sparingly exercised. The 
keeper states that it is very difficult to collect the rents ; it is endeavoured to collect them 
weekly. “ 

This prison is visited by the local inspector three or four times a-week. It is also visited 
by the inspectors general. 

The city grand jury appear to exercise a degree of authority and superintendence over this 
prison. By a late regulation (7th May 1832,) the grand jury ordered that no visitor b'e 
permitted to enter the prison after 5 o’clock, and that the prison be entirely cleared of 
strangere at 7 o’clock in the evening; that the laws and regulations relative to spiritous 
liquors be stiictly enforced, and that no person be admitted without strict examination ; and 
that the sheriffs and the keeper of the prison be required to cause such prisoners, as were 
legally entitled thereto, to be removed By habeas corpus to the Four Courts Marshalsea. 

City Marshalsea. 117. The City Marshalsea is exclusively a debtors’ prison. 

The prisoners committed to it are principally persons arrested under warrants of the Court 
of Conscience, and process of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs’ Court : also under country 
warrants from assistant barristers, backed by the city sheriffs. ^ 

The only officers of this prison are the keeper, whose mode of appointment and emoluments 
we have stated, and two assistants, or hatchmen, paid by him. There is also a nursetender 
who IS paid a salary of £10 a-year by the corporation. 

The corporation provide some occasional repairs to this prison. About five years since 
shortly after the appointment of the present keeper, they appear to have expended £131 
on Its repair ; this sum, and the nursetender’s salary, are charged in the city accounts to the 
slippage and anchorage. Trifling sums for whitewashing, &c. have been since provided bv 
the lord mayor, but we do not find any separate mention of such expenditure in the 
accounts. 

The accommodation for prisoners in this prison consists of 10 apartments, and the common 
ha^ll fcr male prisoners, and two apartments for females ; there is also a part of the prison 
called the Hotel, which is furnished by the keeper, and occupied by prisoners. The 
average number of prisoners confined in the City Marshalsea is from 30 to 40; there were 
40 m it at the time of our Inquiry ; and the keeper informed us that he had, at one time, 80 
prisoners. The number of committals in the year is from 800 to 900. 

The rate of rent charged here to each prisoner for one of the ordinary rooms, is 4s. per 
week, hut the great majority of the prisoners appear to be persons who cannot afford to pay 
this rent, and who, in consequence, remain in the common hall, for which the keeper states 
that no charge is made, unless in cases of persons obtaining their discharge by settling with 
their creditors, when they are charged 2s. 6d fees, and at the rate of Ld. a-night for the 
common hall. This common hall is described as a room about 35 feet in length, and 18 
broad, and about eight feet six inches in height. The persons confined in it sleep on a 
attending our Inquiry, the keeper stated there were 
f * n ^ female. On a subsequent day the number was 

stated to be 20. The charity of the lord mayor and city treasurer, and other individuals, 
pmvicles coals for a fire m this apartment in winter. The inmates of it, as may be concluded, 
are very poor; tlioy sometimes get out of prison by pawning their clothes. Their wretched 
condition is _ at Umes relieved by the charitable interference of benevolent individuals who 
procure their release, and in some cases they are indebted to trifling sums provided by 
casual charity for their necessary support. 

There is no provision made by law for the maintenance of the poor prisoners. 
e , y pi'isoners under Court of Conscience wai-rants, for sums varying from a 

ew shillings to £l 16 j. lOc^., the limit of the jurisdiction of that court, and each of these 
W£m-ants includes from five to six shillings of costs. 

To those who are able and willing to afford payment, the charge in the separate apart- 
ments is, as we have stated, 4s. a-week, and this charge is the same to each of any number 
who may ^cupy a room. If the prisoner is detained less than a week, the charge is If. 
a-night. ific charge for accommodation in the hotel is I Os. a-week to each person; it 
contains only two beds. ^ 

The keeper of the Marshalsea, as we have stated, considers that the provisions of the 
rtatutes we have noticed, requiring persons committed under warrants from the Court of 
onscience to be discharged after a certain number of days, without fees, do not prevent him 
irom Claiming irom such persons the rents agreed to be paid by them for the apartments in 
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iHsyrison. He accordingly except from prisoners who have remained in the common hall . 

reqmres payment from such persons of the stipulated rent before discharging them and 

insists on and exercises the right of detaining them in the prison until payment ®or until *e 

party gives an I. O. U. for die amount. This security is given in form to die halchman and 

,t IS the practice to sue on diese documents in the Court of Conscience. The keeper considers 

e'rt'iieT’g D r ?'■ -"‘i evStcTw ta^ 

guen the 10 U. In one instance a party was recommitted to the Marslialsea under a 
^ 15.a.clde^Ld 

_ There is no local inspector to this prison. The local inspector of the other prisons occa 
siondly visits It ; the shenffs sometimes, and the inspectors general of pri.sons tw?ee a-vear 
The wretched condition of this prison, and of its inmates,\as been Lpeate% ^ 
by the inspectors general of pnsons in their annual reports. ^ ^ ^ 

of correction for the reception of convicted Smithfield Peniten- 
ofienders ot both sexes. The male convicts are juvenile offenders varying from nine to 19 vears tiaiy. 
ofage JJone are sent here above 19, Tlie male and female prisonLIre geneiSlv offender 
convicted before the recorder, and sentenced to different short periods of Lprisonment and 
before the divisional justices, under their summary jurisdiction. ^ . 

By a late regulation the female prisoners sentenced by the recorder to short periods of 
imp, usonment are sent to this penitentiary instead of being confined, as fonSS in 

to imprisonment for longer periods th£ two 
^nths, who were formerly sent to Smithfield PenitLtiary, are now se^t to" the - 

The. officers exclusively attached to this prison, and their respective salaries, are, 



£ 

200 0 
50 0 
20 0 
30 0 



d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

12 12 0 

12 0 0 



32 0 
28 0 



Governor, per annum 
Matron - 
Deputy ditto 
Clerk 

Head Turnkey - . - 

Four Turnkeys, each 
Three Female Servants, each 
A Messenger . 

All deceive one prisoner’s dietary per day. 

The matron is the wife of the governor. 

The officers are appointed by the divisional justices of the head office of poBcc, 'under the 

Si serfi ®“ powers given them by 

S rfSy “ 1”’®'!“=**“" =”‘1 oo"‘rol ■" suspending, fining, or removing, any officer for 

The salaries of the officers, and necessaries for the prison, are provided by presentment of 
«.?n“of{h7’Sro “'® ‘•'®‘''®‘' °‘'“'® P®'!'® establishment, Lder the 90th 

So ifn n n ' ^^® ®““’® ®®'‘’°” Pro'errled for the repairs of the houses of cor- 
lection m Dubhn by like presentment ; but by the seventh section of 7 Geo. IV. c 74 it is 
ejected that the expense of building, purchasing, procuring, altering, enlarging, and repairing 
if Ireland, shall be discharged, and all rent fayablei respect thereof 

Th?l® ®®i .“PP“r‘enances thereof, shall be paid out of the consoUdated ffind. 
ibe govei nw, and inferior officers, reside in the prison. 

fematsXm ^“P^soned in this prison is stated to be about SO, and of 

allvbppri ^ t’ 170 without inconvenience ; there has occasion- 

is ssiTithhy '®“® “®^®® 

»fHl® Peuitontiaiy is regularly visited and inspected by the divisional magistrates 

3 i® ®''®"® ‘I-® '®r9 tL local msSoiFpSn 

Ms It several times a-wcek; the inspectors general annually. ® ‘ 

as ai S heSr'' St® “■“®,°‘’®‘‘ *® PriMiers are employed 

ttefemalSie enonl,J‘ ®“n ® *’"®f"®"'u”® ®“P>“J'®'1 “d mstructed in weaving; some of 
and the Sheriffs' Pris”on Thi''ir ' ’ “ “ ®“P*®)'®‘* ™ "-ashing for the gaol of Newgate, 

It is atte^lS . r ! ®^'® ®'®ry r®sp®®‘ lae extremely well managed, 

die grand jury ^ Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian chaplains, appointed by 

*eld ftiuiw “ ’®°"®® ®®'rection, more extensive than the Smith- Bichmond Biide- 

govetLiTuiXSSi^^^^^^ 

generalfvTn are male and female convicts, under sentences of imprisonment, 

TliP 2n ^ •“ periods of six months and upwards, 

salaries ^ exclusively attached to this prison, and their respective 
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Governor, per annum . . - 400 0 0 

Deputy Governor, ditto - - - 200 0 0 

Head Matron, ditto _ . - 100 0 0 

Three Assistant Matrons, ditto, each 31 10 0 
Female Hospital Matron, ditto - 36 18 5 

Clerk, ditto 52 0 0 

Seven Turnkeys, ditto, each - - 52 0 0 

Two Taskmasters, ditto, each - 52 0 0 

Cook, ditto - - - - - 52 00 

Gate Porter, ditto - - - - 52 0 0 

l\Iale Hospital Superintendent, ditto 36 18 3 
Gardener, ditto - - - - 33 12 0 

Schoolmaster, ditto - - - 30 0 0 

Carter, ditto - - - - 21 12 0 

Messenger, ditto - - - - 12 0 0 

Tu'o Watchmen, ditto, each - - 36 8 0 



All the officers receive one prisoner's dietary each day. 

Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian chaplains, a physician, a surgeon, and an 
apothecary, also attend the prisoners. 

The male and female departments of the prison are perfectly distinct, and a complete 
system of classification of the prisoners exists. The average number of prisoners is 290 ; the 
prison accommodation is not calculated for a greater number, and it is considered by the 
governor defective in not having a separate cell for each individual. On the day the governor 
attended before us the number of prisoners was 162 males and 111 females. 

The prisoners, both male and female, are all actively employed, except the sick ; weaving 
is the principal employment; those sentenced to hard labour are put to the tread-mill. The 
prisoners on being discharged are paid one-third of the earnings of their labour. The 
governor stated that £T was the general average of the sums paid on this account to prisoners 
wiio had been confined six months ; but that he had paid a prisoner going out £5. He also 
stated that he thought about one in five of the prisoners confined there was committed a 
second time. 

This prison is inspected by the police magistrates, the local inspector, and the inspectors 
general of prisons. 

Its condition and arrangements are highly creditable to the officers of its establishment. 

Expenses of Prisons 120. In addition to the direct Expenses of the Prisons, their officers and attendants, the grand 
and Prisoners. juries present large sums to various functionaries in lieu of fees on Prisoners discharged. We 
annex a table of the several heads of expenditure for the year 1834, of the sever^ prisons, 
and the prosecutions of prisoners, as presented for by the grand jury of the county of the city 
of Dublin. It is to be remarked, and the subject is one productive of much complaint, that 
the grand jury of the county of Dublin does not present any money for the city prisons, 
although a large proportion of the prisoners are for offences committed within that portion of 
the city which is locally situate, in fact, within the county at large. 

E.xpenses of prisons and prosecution of prisoners, as presented for by the city of Dublin 
grand juries in Easter and Michaelmas terms 1833 : — 



Provisions, &c. - - - 

Repairs . . . _ 

Newgate. — Salaries 
Smithfield Penitentiary. — Salaries 
Richmond Bridewell. — Salaries 
Sheriffs’ Prison. — Salaries 
Medical Attendance. — Salaines 

Drugs, &c. 

Local Inspector - . . 

Religious Attendance. — Salaries 
Fees on Prosecutions, &c. 

To Clerks of the Peace 
Clerk of the Crown 
Sheriffs - - . - 

Gaoler of Newgate 
Crier of Court of Quarter Sessions 



Average Number 
of Prisoners 
estimated at 



£ 


s. 


d. 




5,523 


18 


9 


200 


467 


12 


4 




1,212 


12 


3 




494 


6 


8 


170 


1,662 


19 


2 


290 


583 


9 


7 


60 


800 


0 


0 




309 


1 


11 




409 


4 


8 




300 


0 


0 




1,520 


IP 


10 




199 


18 


7 




400 


4 


9 




208 


6 


4 




155 


5 


6 





£14,247 12 4 
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121. The present system of Police in Dublin seems to be the result of along course of Icgis- Polios 
lative experiment on the subject. ^ ° 

In the year 1715, an Act of Parliament was passed for the purpose of regulating parish Shitutes relative la 
;vatchmeu (2 Geo. I. c. 10.) In 1778, a statute was passed (17, IS Geo. Ill c 43) the Watch and Po- 

which enacted that each of the parishes in the city and suburbs should, for the pur- 2Geo.Lc.l0. 

poses of that Act, be a distinct ward, and that t!he lord mayor should appoint some one l8Geo.III.c.4;i. 
of the aldermen of the city to be alderman of the ward, and as such to have the special 
superintendence and care of the police of the said ward, with power to appoint one of the 
common council, and a resident in and inhabitant of said ward, to act therein as deputy to 
the said president: and further, that the inhabitants of each of the said wards should every 
year, at a vestry, choose a certain number of the inhabitants of the said ward, payino- scot 
and lot, not less than six, or- more than twelve, to be the representatives of the said ward in a^ 

U’ai'dmote court, which might be held for the year then next ensuing : and that said ward- 
mote court should have power, from time to time, to make and establish such reasonable 
rules, orders, and regulations, with respect to the police of the said ward, and the preservation 
of the peace therein, as to them should seem fit; and to choose and appoint, from time to 

time, such a number of persons as they should judge requisite, to act as constables, or inferior 

peace omcers therein ; and also to choose such a number of persons as they should judge 
requisite to be watchmen, guards, or patrols, of the said respective wards, from sunset to 
sunrise, and to have the same properly armed and clothed, in a manner suitable to the 
occasion. 

In 1786, the pohce_ system was materially altered by giving to the Lord Lieutenant power 26 Geo. III. c- 24. 
to nominate and appoint any three persons, magistrates of the city of Dublin, to be commis- 
sioners of police for the preservation of the peace within the district of the metropolis The 
commissioners to appoint such number of men as should be necessary, furnished with proper 
arms and accoutrements, to act as ministerial officers of the peace within the said district, 
and the four divi^ons into which it was to be divided ; not exceeding, however, in all, 40 
petty constables, four chief constables of divisions, and one high constable for the district. The 
said commissioners were also to retain and employ not exceeding 400 watchmen, to be armed 
and accoutred ; and also not exceeding 40 persons to be constables of the nightly watch. 

This Act gave the commissioners the power of assessing upon every house and tenement 
mUiin the district, rates not exceeding Is. 6t^. in the pound of the yearly rent as rated for the 
collection of ministers’ money, or watch, money, &c. 

It appointed salaries, not exceeding £500 for the first commissioner, and £300 each 
to the others, and £200 to each of the resident Justices; and that the secretary, clerks 
assistants, and servants, high and petty constables, should be paid such sum, &c. not 
acceding m the whole £2,200, and the clerks and assistants of the justices not exceeding 

We have noticed, in another part of this Report, the violent hostility uuth which the 
system of magistracy proposed by this Act was encountered, and the consequences of the 
opposition m the contests relating to the election of alderman Janies to the office of lord 
mayor. J. he system, however, was fully established, and is the foundation of that nowin 
operation. 

This statute was amended by the 28 Geo. III. c. 45, which gave power to employ 100 28 Geo. III. c. 45. 
aUditional watchmen ; but, in a few years after, in 1795, we find both these Acts repealed 

PJu as far as they related to the police of Dublin, or parts adjacent, 

ov tfte dp Lreo. ill. c. 36. This statute enacted, that the district of the metropolis should be 35 Geo. III. c. .36. 
ivi ea into two parts, viz. the north and south divisions, separated by the river; and that 
tnere should be a superintendent magistrate for the district, and a divisional justice for each 
aivisioii, to be elected from among the aldermen in the manner therein mentioned. 

Tills Act was amended b the following year by the 36 Geo. III. c. 30. Both those Acts 3S Oeo. m c 30 

vih' V,” u repealed by the present Police Act, 48 Geo. III. c. 140, '*3 Goo. Ill, o. 140. 

m , owever, refers to and adopts the mode of rating provided by the repealed statutes. 

,Cs.stle of Dublin, and all places within eight (Irish) miles thereof, not Police District of 
mn t 1 Jj^msdiction of the Court of Admiralty, were to be united in one District, and this b)ul)lin Metropolis. 

'vas to be divided into six divisions. 

e limits of these divisions were to be, from time to time, directed by the Lord Lieutenant, 

Hy warrant under his hand and seal. 

to be appointed Divisional Justices ; 12 of them, viz. six barristers. Divisional Justices, 
alder and three sherifis’ peers, to be appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, and three 

sheriffs’ peers to be elected by the corporation in the manner therein 
of 1 • noticed in this Report; and the Lord Lieutenant was to appoint one 

Dublb justices, being an alderman, to be the chief magistrate of the police of 

alrladv contains numerous regulations and directions, to several of which we have 

c. 102^ occasionally adverted. It is still in force, as altered and amended by the 5 Geo. IV. 5 Geo. IV. c. 102. 

C. 1 . ^ 
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Receiver of the 
Public Offices. 



Offices of Police. 



Clerks. 

Office Constables. 
Peace Officers. 



Patrolling Con- 
stables. 



By this latter Act the Lord Lieutenant was empowered to divide the police district into 
four divisions instead of six, and to cause four police offices to be establi.shed ; and upon stich 
division being made, to select 12 of the divisional justices, consisting of four barristers, four 
aldermen, and four sheriffs’ peers, or members of the common council ; it directed that 
three of these, viz. one barrister, one alderman, and one sheriff's’ peer, or member of the 
common council, should be attached to each of the said offices: provided that two of the 
said four aldermen, and two of the said four sheriffs’ peers, or members of the said common 
council, should be such as were originally elected by the corporation of the city of Dublin. 

By the fourth section of the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, the Lord Lieutenant is enabled to 
appoint a Receiver, not being an alderman of the city, who shall be called “ The Receiver of 
the Public Offices in the Police District of Dublin Metropolis.” The receiver is declared 
incapable of being appointed, or elected, a divisional justice, and is to be removable by the 
Lord Lieutenant at pleasure. 

He is also, by the 16th section, to give security by bond, with two sufficient sureties 
in such sum as the divisional justices of the head office, or any of them, shall appoint. 

The approbation of the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council is required to the election 
any of the divisional justices by the corpoi'ation. And the eightli -section of this Act provide 
that they shall hold their offices diiring good behaviour, or lantil removed therefrom by the 
Lord Lieutenant, or other chief governor of Ireland. 

Powers are given to the Lord Lieutenant, or chief governor, to fix and change the divisioDs 
in which the justices shall act, and to appoint any one of them, being an alderman, to be 
the chief magistrate of the police of Dublin, who shall, for th.e time being, be one of the 
divisional justices of the Castle Division, called “ the Head Office of Police.” 

To this head office the divisional justices ai’C to send weeldy abstracts of theii' proceedings 

It is .provided by the 13th section, that one or more of the divisional justices shall diligently 
attend at each of the offices, each in his pi'oper division, every day from 10 o’clock in the 
morning until 8 o’clock in the evening,.and at such other .times and places as shall be found 
necessary ; that two of them shall attend together at each of the offices from 11 o’clock in 
the forenoon until 3 o’clock in the afternoon ; and that each barrister shall attend at his 
divisional office at all hours, though not his turn of duty, whenever any matter of weight or 
difficulty shall occur to require his presence ; a written notice that his attendance is so required, 
signed by either of the other justices of the division, or the chief clerk to the office, being first 
left at bis place of abode. 

The divisional justices are declared incapable ofbeing Members of the House of Commons 
and the barristers are precluded from practising as such; and all barristers, and other 
persons, nominated or appointed under the Acts, (except the divisional justices, who shall be 
aldermen, shei-iff's’ peers, or common couneilmen,) are prohibited from voting for the .election 
of a Member of Parliament for the county or city of Dublin, or in any manner endeavouring 
to persuade any elector to vote, or dissuade any elector from voting, imder a penalty of 

Under the 17th section of the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, the Lord Lieutenant, or other chief 
governor, is empowered by and with the advice of the Privy Council, out of the funds'appE- 
cable to the expenses of the establishment, to direct such sums as he shall think propertobo 
paid to the divisional justices for their time and trouble, not exceeding the yearly sum of 
£500 to each, and £100 in addition to the chief magistrate of police, and such sums as he 
shall think proper, not exceeding £500 yearly to be retained by the receiver. The same 
section empowers the Lord Lieutenant, &c. to direct such yearly sums as he shall think 
proper to be paid to the chief magistrate, for paying and providing all necessaries for the 
patrols theveina.fter mentioned, and such further yearly sums as he shall think proper to be 
paid to the divisional justices for payment of clerks, peace-officei’s, patrols, and others 
therein cmi)loyed : “ Provided, however, that the whole charges attending the said offices, the 
said salaries being therein included, shall not exceed the annual sum of £29,000, over anil 
above the necessary disbursements for hiring, repairing, or building the houses, or buildings, 
wherein the said piiblic offices shall be held.” 

The divisional justices arc directed, in their respective offices, to retain and employ any 
number, not exceeding two Clerks, three Office Con.stables, and four Peace Officers, and at the 
head office the number of peace officers may be 28. The power of dismissing these clerks 
and officers, and appointing others in their places, is given to the divisional justices, or any 
two of them. 

The divisional justices of the head office are directed also to retain and employ a sufficient 
number of fit and able men, not exceeding 100, to act as Patrolling Constables in all parts of 
the district by night and by day, as occasion shall require, and the chief magistrate to employ 
a sufficient number of fit and able men, not exceeding 100, to act as town patrolling constables 
under his command, in all parts of the district, by night and by day, as occasion may 
require, sec. 21. v o j j 

No person appointed as constable shall be or act as a domestic, or menial servant, to any 
person whatsoever ; and any of the divisional justices, receiver, or other officer, or clerk, who 
constable as a menial servant, shall forfeit £100, sec. 23. 

The 24th section prohibits any brewers or distillers, dealers in wine by, retail, to licensee 
public houses, and partners of such person or persons, having licences to sell malt liquors 
or spirituous liquors, or in any manner engaged as sellers thereof, .and victuallers, and person 
keeping public houses, from holdingi any office or situation whatever under the .Act. 

I he rate of payment of the constables is fixed by the 25th section as follows : — 
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£ 


5 . 


d. 


100 


0 


0 per annum. 


40 


0 


0 


I 


8 


0 per week. 


0 


14 


0 



To the ordinary chief constable of each division, 

Any sum not exceeding - - - 

To the other constables, except the patrols, 

Any sura not exceeding 
To the horse patrolling constables. 

Any sum not exceeding 
To the other patrolling constables. 

Any sum not exceeding 

Besides such extraordinary expenses as they may be necessarily put to in apprehendino 
offeiideis. and e.xecutuig the orders^of the-divisional justices, such expenses being verified by 
afidavit. and approved of by the chief magistrate of police, or two divisional ju&ices of the 
division. ■' 

The %th section of the 48 Geo. Ill c. 140 provides, that if any of the divisional justices, 

IwUitg aty office whatsoever under and 
" h office’ ooo‘iout, bocome unable to perform the duties 

of such office, and shall, therefore, resign or be removed therefrom, the Lord Lieutenant or 
other chiefgovernor if he shall think proper so to do, may direct that a Pension, chargeable 
on the funds applicable to the support of the establishment, clear of all taxes and deductions 
shallbe paid to every such person, not exceeding two-thirds of the salary, payable to such 
person by nrtue of that Act, immediately previous to his so resigning or being removed, 
» provided that no person shall be entitled to receive any such pension or allowance, unlcs; 
he shall have served ^5 years, or shall have been disabled by any unavoidable or permanent 
disease, acquired m the discharge of his duty under this Act ’’ " 

if f ‘‘ “*>■ metropolis 

may be effectually guarded, and that a sufficient number of Watchmen may be provided for 
that purpose, that the divisional justices of the head office, or any two of them, shall retain 
ani employ such number as they shall think proper, of fit and able men, not cxceodin 
700, 01 less than jOO, during the months of October, November, December, Jaiiuar, 
Februarj, and March, nor less than 400 durinc the ethov •mr.nflicj tr. wioniofU. : 



f , ,, f " uuiuig me monins ol Uctober, fvovember, December, January, 

Februarj and March, nor less titan 400 during the other months, to be nightly watchme/; 
and shall also retain and emnlov such mm-ihpv M' -.^o•r.r.y,c 
onstabl 

rovides 
ppointe 

rnpowe.„ „„ jusuwes ui uio iicau orace, or any two ot tJ 

^ 1 the constables of the watch, and watchmen, and 

piesciibuig fteir duty and service, to be enforced by penalties, not exceeding 40 s and 
imprisonment, not exceeding one month fn ba ;n,n„b,„t .,„,i i... .u ° ■ ■ , 



i„utiiiis, Lo ye ingnuy watenmen; 

“'Tut,""* "7 ““U employ such number of jiersons, not exceeding three, for each 

d»!ons ’ * '““sta-hles of the nightly watch in their respective parishes, or other 

The Ml section provides, that no person selling malt liquors, or spirituous liquors, shall 
’ “PP”" *“ ‘'‘>*'*■"8 “f "'fd' constable. ’ 

llie B8th section empowers the divisional justices of the head office, or any two of them 
to make rales and orders for remdntlnn tu« — .mui.. .r .v . .. . ■’ , , '"i 



r . C , “''P eel lice, lo ue eiiiorccu by penalties, not exceeding 40s. an 

rniprisonmcnt, not exceeding one month, to be imposed and directed by the^ division: 

justices of the head office, or one of them. ^ 

The 109th section empowers the Lord Lieutenant to appoint a person to attend an 
supply medicine to the watch constables and watchmen, the allowance to be paid to sue 
of u ilk vT ''y Lord Lieutenant, or other chiefgovernor or chief secretar 

muf '’5' “”dcr secretary for the civil department 

Jsf '"'"f 1’ ‘f *“11 1‘“^“ to “t 

tunes, to muster and review the watch. 

If fu°™ “u ***' ff P“1 provisions of the Police Act, which provide for an 
SSment ™ description of officers, and odier persons, to be employed in thi 

Establlbm f f ™ ’f f ™ *lto strength of the Police and Watc 

SSw the°f, f f f f f ““‘toPollei “d the persons employed in th 

Sh he al, f f f T'’ f o ealaries are charged on thise fund: 

wim tae amount of salaries, &c. on the 8th May 1834 



POLICE ESTABLISHMENT. 

tihief Magistrate - - . . 

Eleven Divisional Justices, each - 
Recorder - . . . _ 

Receiver - 

Surgeon - - - _ _ 

Secretary - - . . , 

Chief Clerk, Head Office - 
second Clerk, ditto - - - . 

Chief Constable - . . . 

Three Chief Clerks, Divisional Offices, each 
1 hree Second, ditto ditto 
Three Chief Constables, ditto ditto 
eace Officer in Charge of Horse Patrol 
Iwelve Office Constables, each 

Carried forward 



Yearly or Weekly 
Salary aniouut. 



£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 








753 


16 


11 


461 


10 


9 


5,076 


18 


3 








1,476 


18 


H 








461 


10 


9 








100 


0 


0 








413 


5 


n 








230 


15 










120 


0 


0 








138 


9 




129 


4 




387 


13 


m 


73 


16 


11 


221 


10 


9 


92 


6 


2 


276 


18 


H 








64 


12 




36 


18 


H 


443 


1 


6 



£10,165 11 2|- 
I 2 
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Nightly Watch. 



Police 
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Brought fonvard 

Thirty-eight Peace Officers, each 
Twenty-nine Horse Patrol, each per week 
Sixty-nine ditto, dismounted, doing duty in the 
Country part of the District, each per week 
One Hundred Town Foot Patrol, each per week 

One Horsc.shoer - , 

One Armourer 

Two Messengers, Head Office, each 



Watch Establishment. 



£ 


s. 


(1. 


£ 


s. 


d 






- 


10,165 


11 


2| 


36 


18 


5h 


1,403 


I 


5 


0 


11 


8' 


•879 


13 


4 


0 


11 


8 


2,093 


0 


0 


0 


11 


8 


3,033 


6 


8 








52 


0 


0 








40 


0 


0 


36 


18 


5^ 


73 16 


11 








£17,740 


9 


6| 



Surgeon 

Collection of Carriage Tax (per centage on 
collection.) 

Registrar of Carriages .... 

Assistant ditto 

Ditto ditto - - - - - " - 

Two Summons Servers, each £49 4s. 

Supervisor of Watch 'Tax .... 

Assistant ditto - . - - . . 

Seven Collectors of ditto (per centage on col- 
lection.) 

Pay Clerk ------- 

Clerk of Licences, &c. .... 

Twenty-six Watch Constables, each 12a'. llcf. 
per weelc 

Five Hundred and Thirty-nine Watchmen, 
each 9 j. 3d. per ditto . - - . 



100 0 0 



L50 0 0 
100 0 0 
73 16 11 
98 8 0 
150 0 0 
73 16 II 



92 6 2 
73 16 11 

873 3 4 

12,962 19 0 



£14,748 7 3 

Total charge for salaries on both establishments - - £32,488 16 9| 

The other expenses of the establishment are also very considerable, and will be presentlv 
noticed. ^ 

122_. The divisional justices possess the general powers and Jurisdictions of justices of the 
peace in the district of the metropolis : and by the 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, s. 9, the justices of the 
iiead office are also constituted magistrates of the counties of Dublin, Wicklow, Kildare, and 
Meath ; but are not compellable to act as such, at any place out of the public office of the 
Castle Division, or upon any information for offences less than treason or felony. 

It is provided by tlie _29th section of the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, that in all cases where any 
fines, penaltie.5, or forfeitures, or shares of fines, penalties, or forfeitures, were or should be 
limited and made payable to His Majesty, his heirs, and successors, or to any description of 
persons, other lhan the informer or informers who should sue for the same, or the party 
grieved, and which should be recoverable in a summary way before a justice or justices oftlie 
peace, the same should and might within the police district of Dublin metropolis be sued 
for and recovered at some one of the said divisional police offices, before any two of the 
divisional justices, -and not before any justice or justices of the peace out of the said offices, 
and that all such fines, &c. there recovered, should be accounted for and paid by the justice, 
&c. levying and receiving the same, into the hands of the receiver of the public offices. 

By the 7 th section of the 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, anyone divisional justice may exercise this power. 

The only magistrate whom we find exercising in the corporation of the city of Dublin a 
summary jurisdiction, in the adjudication of fines under penal statutes, is the lord mayor, 
'I'he mode in which this jurisdiction is exercised in the lord mayor’s coui-t we have already 
adverted to. We see no reason for the continuance of even this exception to the. exclusive 
jurisdiction of the divisional justices ofpolicc. 

7he 30th section of the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, provides, that where any Act is directed or 
authorized by law to be done by any justices of the peace, residing in or near or next to the 
parish or place where any offence or other matter cognizable before them shall be committed 
or arise, if such offence or other matter shall be committed or arise within the police district 
of Dublin metropolis, such act may be done at the public office of the division in which the 
offence or other matter shall be committed or arise, by any one or more of the magisti'ates 
there attending by virtue of that Act, or by any other magistrate or magistrates. 

We have not had evidence before us of the attendance of any magistrate, not being a 
divisional justice of police, at the public offices. 

_ Ihe 31st section of the 48 Geo. III. provides, that the warrant of' any of the divisional 
justices^ for the apprehension of any person charged on oath with any treason or felony 
committed withm the police district of the metropolis, shall have full force and effect in any 
part of Ireland to which such person may have fied or removed, or where such person 
be found or be. 



shall 
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The divisional justices may, by warrant under hand and seal, dii-ect rewards, not exceeding 
£20, to be paid out of the lands of the establishment, to persons apprehending, prosecuting, ' 
or giving information tending to the apprehension of any person or persons who shall be 
convicted of any treason or felony committed in their division. (48 Geo. Ill c 140 s 32 ) 

A similar power is given by 5 Geo. IV. c. 102, s. 12, to any two of the divisional justices of 
the Castle Division, in cases of treason or felony committed in any part of the police district of 
the metropolis; 

By the 48 Geo. HI. c. 140, s. 33, it is provided, that all justices of the peace acting 
within the police district, the lord mayor of the city of Dublin only excepted, and their 
clerks, clerks of the peace, of arraigns, and other clerks of sessions holden within the district, 
all high constables, keepers of gaols and houses of correction, their turnkeys and assistants] 
and all other persons anyways concerned ministerially in the execution or administration of 
criminal justice within the district, as often as the said divisional justices, or any two of them, 
shall require any assistance or information from any of them, toward the execution of the 
Act, shall immediately, or as soon as may be, attend in person, and give such assistance and 
information as shall be so required; and the 41st section gives to the divisional justices, or any 
one of them, or any constable duly appointed by them, power to demand the assistance of all 
chief and other constables, watchmen, patrols, beadles, &c. appointed for any parish, liberty 
precinct, or place within the district, for the apprehending offenders, or preventing offences 
against the peace. ® 

Power ot appointing and sw’earing in special constables, in cases of emergency, is con* 
ferred by the 14th section of the 5 Geo._ IV. c. 102, on any three of the divisional justices, of 
whom one or more of the divisional justices of the Castle Division shall constitute part. 

Various other powers connected with the municipal regulations of police are given by this 
statute to the divisional justices, which it is unnecessary here to specify in detail. They 
relate to the conduct of publicans, pawnbrokers, drivers of carriages for hire, &c. 

Besides the ordinary duties of divisional police magistrates, a considerable number of duties 
are performed exclusively by the magistrates of the head office of Dublin police; they 
include a general superintendence and inspection of the daily returns from and a corres- 
pondence with the three divisional offices, as required by the 48 Geo. Ill ; and also a corres- 
pondence with and making reports to the Irish government, compiling the Hue and Cry, the 
superintendence ot the bridewells of the metropolis, the superintendence and management of 
the carnage department, and hearing and determining all complaints against carriage and 
car owners and drivers, the management and collection of the ivatch-tax, the income from 
which IS a principal support of the establishment, and is collected from about 19,000 houses ; 
the selection, direction, and control, clothing, accoutring, and paying of the peace officers, 
horse and foot patrol, watch constables, and watchmen, amounting together to about 800 
men, and the providing and superintending the horses belonging to the establishment. 

T hey have, further, the examination and approval of all accounts of the establishment, 
previously to the payment of the amount by the receiver. 

They have also the hearing of all informations under the excise laws, cognizable before 
magistrates, arising within the police district of Dublin. This duty was formerly distributed 
among tlie several divisional offices, and petty sessions for the country parts of the district, 
but has, for the last two years, devolved exclusively upon the magistrates of the head office, 
under an arrangement recommended by the attorney general, as convenient to the excise 
department, and calculated to maintain uniformity and competency of decision, so as to 
dimmish the frequency of appeals. For his attention to this particular duty, the barrister at 
ttie head office receives an addition to his salary of £100, from the lords of the treasury. 

The police force is admitted to be deficient. A very inadequate number of men is supplied Observations 
lor the ^y patrol— about three or four to each divisional office ; in all, including those at the 
head office, it is stated by the chief magistrate, that 20 is the utmost number which can be 
Ticn U c^ay-time for patrolling the town, and preserving the peace. The number 
ol ICO horse patrollingconstables, contemplated by the 2lst section of the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, 

IS not kept up, from the expense which would attend such an establishment, 29 only out of 
hat number being mounted. The remainder are dismounted, and act as a foot patrol in 
no country. Of the nightly watch, many, it is represented, are very feeble old men, and 
mey were stated by a divisional magistrate to be not sufficient either for their own or the 
public protection. A late regulation has been adopted by the magistrates, not to take any 
new wat^nien over 30 years of age. At Ranelagh, which is a populous suburb, within a 
1 e 0 Dublin, the inhabitants, li'oni the deficiency of the police force, find it necessary to 
pvovide, at their own expense, an auxiliary establisliment of watchmen iu winter for their 
pro ection. 1 he country patrol is generally considered insufficient, and attempts have been 
a e y the magistrates to obtain an increased force for town and country, but without effect, 
uei petty theft (as represented) is committed in Dublin, particularly in the public 
markets, irom the absence of a sufficient day patrol. 

ilip poriion of the city, west of the Castle, comprising the populous district of 

/ii'tu ^ 1 - ^ ® liberty, is without any police office, or resident magistrate, and several 

"I we divisional justices do not reside within the city. 

tW stated, expressly enacted by the loth section of the 48 Geo III. c. 140, 

divisional justices shall diligently attend at each of the public 
ces, each in his proper division, every day, from 10 of the clock in the morning until 8 
evening ; and that two shall attend together, at each office, from 1 1 of the 
bp el “ forenoon until 3 of the clock in the afternoon. This prm ision does not seem to 
nctly observed in the public offices, the attendance in the evening after 3 o’clock 
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appearing to be but occasional, when business requires ; nor is the latter clause, requiring 
the attendance of two magistrates from 1 1 o'clock to 3, observed with much precision. We 
have not, however, had any evidence before us of any serious public inconvenience having 
accrued from these deviations from the strict letter of the enactment. ° 

123. The Funds applicable to the expenses of the Police and Watch Establishment are 
derived from various soui'ces. 

The most important charge on the citizens of Dublin for these objects, is the Watch Tax. 

This tax was formerly imposed by the statute 35 Geo. III. c. 36, s. 75, by which the church- 
warden.s of the several paj-ishes, within the Circular Road and the wall of the Phcenix 
Park, were required to assess a certain rate upon each house in that district, not ex- 
ceeding the sum of Is. 3cZ. in the pound of the yearly vent thereof, as the same had been, 
or .should be, valued for the collection of ministers’ money, (under the 17, IS Car. II. c. 7,) 
and the like rate on houses not so valued, or not liable to such vahiation. Provisions are 
contained in this statute for effecting a valuation, for the purposes of the Act, of the two last 
classes of houses; with a clause, that no house shall be valued at more than £60 a-year. 

This statute was amended by the 36 Geo. III. c. 30, by including -vvithin the district 
liable to such taxation, certain parts of the parish of St. Peter’s lying between the Circular 
Road and the Grand Canal; and by establishing the following rate of watch-tax, which is 
that now collected, viz. ; 

s. d.. 

Upon all houses rated at and under £5, for ministers’ money, 1 0 for each pound, 

„ „ from £5 and under £10 - - 1 3’ 

„ from £10 to £30 - - - - 1 6 

„ above £30 - - - - - 2 0, 

And the like rates on houses not so valued, or not liable to such valuation, “ to be ascer- 
tained by a verdict of a jury.” 

The 39 Geo. III. c. 56, transferred to the superintendent magistrate of the police the 
authority to raise and levy these taxes, and gave him the power of appointing valuators of 
houses not valued for ministers’ money, or not liable to such valuation. This Act also 
included within the district some other parts of St. Peter’s parish. 

These Acts w-ere repealed by the 48 Geo. III. c. 140, but by the lG3rd section of that Act, 
after reciting the expediency of continuing the assessments provided by them, " to the intent 
that a sufficient support and maintenance might be had for the said constables, (the watch 
constables,) and w^atchmen, and that arms, accoutrements, watch-coats, lanterns, fire, and 
other necessaries, for the aforesaid purpose of watching, might be provided, and that a 
sufficient number of watchhouses might be erected, provided, and maintained;” it was 
enacted, that the divisional justices of the Castle division, or any two of them, at the head 
office, should be authorized to raise and levy the like rates and assessments on all houses 
and tenements within the police district of Dublin metropolis, which, under or by virtue of 
any Act in force immediately before the passing of that Act, should be liable to be rated and 
assessed to any such rate or assessment as the superintendent magistrate was by the said 
recited Acts, or any of them, authorized and empowered to establish, raise, assess, and levy. 

The 114th section requires returns of the houses valued for ministers’ money, to be made 
by the churchwardens of the respective parishes, to the divisional justices of the Castle 
Division. 

Under these powers the present watch-tax is collected, accordinff to the rate prescribed bv 
the 36 Geo. III. c, 30. 

I'hc number of houses rated to this tax in October 1833, was 17,638, and the amount of 
the assessment £11,200. The tax produced in the year ending the 31st March 1833, the . 
nett sum above poundage of £11,047 3s. 2|(i. 

This tax IS collected by persons appointed by the divisional justices of the Castle Division, 
under the 103d section of the48Geo. III. c. 140. There arc seven of these collectors. The 
collectors are thereby empowered to retain, to their own use, out of all sums received by them, 
such part or proportion thereof, not exceeding Is. in the pound, as shall be directed by the 
divisional justices, or any two of them, at the head office. 

They must, by s. 104, give sufficient security to the satisfaction of the , divisional justices of 
the Castle Division, or any two of them, by bond to His Majesty, for the due and faithful 
execution and discharge of their office and duty ; and must account on oath, as therein 
prescribed. They must also, by the 105th and 106th sections, on Saturday in each week, 
furnish a just and true account of all moneys received by them in the course of the week, and 
on every Saturday pay to the receiver all moneys received by them and then in their hands. 

The other officers immediately connected with the collection of this tax, are the supeivisoi 
of watch-tax and his assistant, the former at a salary of £150 per annum, the latter ata 

salary of £73 _16s. lid 

On an inquiry, instituted by order of Govei-nraent, in December 1831, into tlie financial 
departments of the police and u'atch establishment, it was discovered that very serious defeh 
colons had taken place on the part of those concerned in the collection of the watch-tax, 
which had escaped detection by the magistrates, and by the Commissioners of Imprest 
Accounts, to whom the accounts of these establishments were refeiTed. Collusion seems to 
have been suspected between the supervisor and the collectors ; and the public appear to have 
been defrauded of considerable sums, the entire extent of which, it was stated to us by one of 
the persons engaged in the inquiry,. it was not possible to ascertain- Papers which ought to 
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have been preseeved until the accounts were audited, had been destroyed. The practical 
result of the rnveefgat.on was, that four of the collectors and the supervisor were dismissed. 
Balances were found due by several of the collectors, to the amount of several hundred 
pounds; but these had been reduced by payments to the receiver, on the 8th May 1834 to the 
sura of.i-52 1/s. 5^d. j > 

The supervisor was charged with defaults to the amount of upwards of £800 and the 
receiver who had introduced that person into the establishment stated to us, that he had on 
that account considered himself to a certain degree responsible for his misconduct It does 
not appear that legal proceedings were instituted, to determine the liability or imputed mis- 
conduct of the supervisor, which that individual denied.; but the matter appears to have been 
finally settled by Government accepting £300 from the receiver. It was stated to us that a 
better system ha.s since been adopted in the supervisor’s office, by which such defalcations will 
in future be avoided; and the receiver stated, that he thought the house-tax was better 
collected and better .accounted for, and that it produced nearly £2,000 a-vear more than it 
did three yearssinoe. ■’ 

^e objections which apply to the system of assessing this and other local taxes, by reference 
to the ministers money, wiU be noticed in a subsequent part of this Report. 

124. The next important branch of the funds of the police establishment, which may be 
consideredas:a charge on the city of Dublin, is derived from the owners of Carriages plyinifor 
hire, or used in trade. ® 

The income derivable from thife source consists of sums paid for licences and annual rates of 
such vehicles; suras paid for figures supplied to them; fines imposed for breach of the laws 
and police regulations affecting public carriages, &c., and fees charged on the proceedings for 
imposing such fines. ® ^ ‘ 

The rates to be paid for these licences and annual rents are fixed by the statute, 37 Geo. III. 
C. 5a, ss. 3, 5.; ,and the description of vehicles required to be licensed, is given in the 2nd 
section of Act, the 24th and 25th sections of the 39 Geo. III. c. 5^, and the 4th 
section of the 44 Geo. III._ c. xxu. (loc. & pers.) They comprise every description of vehicle 
canying passengei-s for hire within the city, its suburbs or liberties, or within seven miles 
ffiei'eof. or carrying goods for hire, or used by merchants, traders, manufacturers, builders 
&c. in their respective trades or occupations within the city, its suburbs or liberties, or within 
ffiree miles thereof, with the oxwption declared by the 39 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 25, » that no- 
tog therein shall extend to subject any carriage to a licence, on account of its being employed 
in bringing hay, straw, corn, vegetables, or potatoes, or nurserymen’s carts drawing trees to 
or from town, or manure from town, to market.” 

The classification of the^se vehicles as now made by the officers in this department, and the 
iSied d^rfoliows°^’^^^ rent payable on them, with the general number of each description 



Job coaches 
Mourning ditto 
Hackney ditto - 
Stage ditto 
Chaises (cars) - 
Brewers’ drays 
Town cars 
Country carts - 

4Ui section of the 37 Geo- HI. c. 58, empowered the superintendent manistrate to 
pant such licences for any time not exceeding 21 years, and declared them to be tansferable 

ilnflet ® H fee of 6,1. to the collector of carriage 

uuhes lor maJcing an entiy of the transfer. ^ 

increase time's, e“f'°tl' magistrate was authorized to alter and 

b , v’’® 1"“^’ ” ‘■™‘* •“ reserved on these licences, “ provided the same 

“f»'-e onc-foiirth part more than the fines and rents therein befoie p™ 
p“SaX„‘“,h “ «Pr«sed,” and to make rules, orders, and regulations, for the 
KSukdof “'“‘I- ” i Pi-m-Med every such alteration, rule, order, 

he apumvpd nf h superintendent magisti-ate, should 

chieFpidges or a„VFhree°rf them” " “f ‘1“ Great Seal, and the 

■non™ >m<lrr former Acts, e.xcept the receipt of 
ional ksuL o^hT'^ y “n * I*® Geo. III. e. HO, to the &d- 

mder\he ehnf Divisiomwho now accordingly grantthe carriage licences required 

Sehv thfm f 1 November 1832 certain*rnles, orders, and bye-laws were 

lire orVv^J? *“!■' • ’!' '■ r?g“l“lmn of the owners, &c. of cars, chaises, &A plying for 

mile's them 'vithm the aforesaid suburbs anti liberties of Dublin, or within seven 

other matteF ■ tb;??° *’1' 'Vl'oy provide, among 

heep or tlri.-e ^ the -5th March 183o, no person or persons shall be licensed to own, 
ilcscribei! ee„ ■’ rmploy for the purposes mentioned, any of the above-named and 

opplvin' S " ™y,.‘orm exceeding 12 months; and t^iat, if any person or persons 

aKeiirarrLjrTir “"'"'.'““lb ‘'ri™ "oy of the above-namFd and 

can lages, shall not consent to pay in advance, at the time of granting such licence. 
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the full amount of the rent or rents according to the rate specified in the said Act of the 
37 Geo. III. for the year or term of such licence, the fine to be paid on such licence, and the 
rent to be thereon reserved, shall be respect i vely increased by one-fourth part of the respective 
amounts appointed by that Act. 

Under the provisions of the 37 Geo. III. c. 58, the carriage rents are payable quarteriv on 
every 25th day of March, &c. 

7'he following officers, besides the receiver, are connected with the collection of carriaire 
rents, &c. : “ 

Collector of Caj-riage Rents. 

Registrar of Carriages. 

Two Assistant ditto. 

Two Summons Servers. 

The sums paid on all carriage licences, and the rents paid in advance on the particular 
description of carriages licensed since November 1833 under the new regulations, are paid to 
the receiver. The general candage rent is paid to the collector of carriage rents at the office. 
He is allowed £5 per cent, on the amount paid. 

The registrar of carriages and his assistants, and the summons servers, are paid by salaries' 
the amounts have been already noticed. ’ 

The charge for figures sup])lied to car-owners, &c. is 2s. 6d. on taking out the licence, anti 
the same sum for renewing them if lost. These sums are collected by the registrar, and by 
him paid weekly to the receiver. 

125. The Fines imposed on the owners and drivers of licensed carriages for breaches of 
the law and of the regulations of the magistrates produce an income of some importance 
to the establishment. 

These fines are imposed under various provisions and powers of the 37 Geo. III. and sub- 
sequent Acts already mentioned, which it is not necessary here to particularize, and the 
bye-laws and regulations made by the magistrates for the preservation of order and pro- 
priety of conduct on the part of the owners and drivers of carriages, &c. They vary from 
2s. 6d. to £2 Irish currency, according to the offence. 

It is the duty of the registrar to receive the complaints of the alleged offences and issue 
summonses. The fines imposed are paid to this officer, and by him returned weekly to the 
receiver. 

These complaints are most generally , preferred by persons in the employment of the police 
establishment, and specially appointed to the duty of watching the conduct of the drivers of 
cars, &c. There are eight of these inspectors thus employed. They are either peace officers 
or patrol constables, and arc generally changed yearly, but soraetimes move frequently. They 
are not paid a specific portion of the fines, but are remunerated by weekly allowances out of 
a fund called the Complainants’ Fund, which is supplied from the fines. They are paid hy 
the magistrates of the head office according to the degree of vigilance with which they appear 
to perform the duty. The average amount to the two principal inspectors is about lOi. per 
week. These officers are under the immediate control of the registrar of carriages, and are 
obliged to act as peace officers if occasion requires, but their ostensible duty is as carriage 
inspectors. 

The temptation to compromise offences without bringing them by complaint before the 
magistrates may be expected to have some effect on men placed in such situations, and the 
registrar of carriages stated that he had heard, some years since, charges of that nature 
against the inspectors, and that men had been dismissed from the situation of inspectors for 
such conduct, but that he had no reason to think that such a thing had occurred in the last 
two years, and that no complaint had been made of such practices in that period. 

It was admitted by this officer, that complaints made by the inspectors are frequently 
dismissed, and that they were not subject to any costs for preferring an unfounded complaint, 
so that the person summoned lost his time without getting any compensation. This in many 
cases must be a considerable hardship. He stated that this principally happened where the 
defence was that the car was engaged, which the inspector had no means of knowing; but 
wo cannot see the propriety, in any case, of punishing the driver, or owner of the car, where 
innocent, by exposing him without compensation to the inconvenience and loss of time he must 
sustain on such occasions. 

The costs attending these complaints are Is. for the summons, and Is. for the warrant, if 
issued. 

If the fine be paid within the week, the only charge is the shilling for the summons. 

These fees are paid to the receiver, and form part of the general fimds of the establishment. 

In cases of complaints preferred by the inspectors, no charge is made to them in the first 
instance for the summons, but it is notwithstanding charged with the fine to the defendant, 
so that if the complaint fails, the officer who has preferred it loses nothing. But if a com- 
plaint be preferretl by any other person, the shilling for the summons must be paid by him. , 
dhe object of thus making the charge in the latter case is stated to be to guarantee the 
appearance of the party preferring the complaint ; a precaution apparently not very necessary, 
if the complaint be substantial. 

The only other charge we find made in connexion with this branch of the police department 
is of 1.9. on each warrant issued to levy carriage rent in arrear more than 30 days. This 
fee is paid to the collector of carriage rent. 

The Ibllowing is a statement from the receiver and the registrar of carriages of the produce 
of the several heads of charge in this department, as above detailed, for the year ending 

31st March 1834:— 
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Affidavit, swearing, and drawing 
Ditto swearing only 
Summons . 

Attestation - . . . 
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The produce of the fees and fines collected at the divisional offices for the year ending the 
31st March 1834, was £829 14s. 9^d. 

The several sources of income we have stated have always proved insufficient for the 
maintenance of this establishment, and the deficiency has been supplied by annual Parlia- 
mentary Grants. They have generally exceeded £20,000 a-year. The following are the 
grants for the last ten years : — 

1825 £26,000 

1826 25,000 

1827 24,300 

1828 24,300 

1829 24,300 

1830 17,250 

1831 20,853 

1832 24,937 

1833 12,000 

1834 7,000 

The total income and expenditure of the police and watch establishments for the year 
ending 31st March 1834, appear in the following accounts furnished to us by the receiver 



An Account of the Receipts and DtsBunsEJiENfs of John Cathc.\rt Lees, Esq. Receiver of the Public Offices in the 
Police District of Dublin Metropolis, from the 1st April 1833 to the 31st March 1634, both days inclusive. 



Regiiipts. 


Public Offices. 


Watch 

Establishment 


Total. 


Disbursements. 


Public Offices. 


Watch 

Establishment. 


Total. 




£ 


s. d. 


£ 


f. d. 


£ 




d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ s. d. 


Balance, 1st April 










2,996 


13 


5^ 


Rents .... 


498 


I 


lU 


350 


2 


41 


848 4 3| 


F rom the Trea surv . 


14,312 


6 8 






14,312 


6 


8 


Taxes . . ' . 


136 


15 


94 


49 




Si 


185 16 1 


Divisional Offices, 


829 


14 






829 


14 


94 


Building and Repairs 


320 


13 




177 






497 16 4^ 


House Tax . . . 






11,047 


3 2J 


11,047 


3 


23 


Newspapers ... 


87 


9 


9 








87 9 9 


Carriage Rent . . 






5,8-)0 


10 lU 


5,850 


10 


]l4 


Law Expenses . 


1,193 17 










1,193 17 11 


Carriage Fees, Fines,! 
Licences, &c. . .J 






2,954 


18 6^ 


2,954 


18 


6J- 


Stationery and Hue i 
and Cry . . . J 


25 


16 


Si 


576 


18 


4 


602 15 W 


Fawiibrolcci's' Li- 1 






4,892 


6 10 


4,892 


6 


10 


Coals and Candles . 


602 


3 


5 


280 




04 


882 11 i, 








924 


10 3 


924 


10 


3 


Salaries andPensions 


10,995 


9 


34 


910 






11 ,905 30 Sj 


Old ClothesLiceuces. 






23 


10 11 


23 


19 


11 


Weekly Pay . 


8,129 


19 


10 


13,778 




0 


21,908 5 10' 


Glass Buttles Li-1 






5 


10 9 


5 


10 


9 


Clothing 


681 


17 


7 


512 


17 


4 


1,194 14 11 






2 3 


IS 


5 0 


37 




3 


Accoutrements . 


6 


8 


9 








6 8 9 








44 


15 44 


44 


15 


4 




91 


0 


0 








91 0 0 




















554 


17 


8 








554 17 8 


















Incidents . . . 


1,174 10 


74 


414 






1,588 14 8J 




15,161 


3 8P. 


25,762 


0 lOi 


43,919 


18 


0 




24,499 


3 


0^ 


17,049 


0 


5|;41,548 3 d 


Balance .... 














Balance 31st March 
1834 . . . ., 










2,37! 14 












43,919 


18 


0 
















43,929 18 0 



Heads of Expen- 128. Some particulars of the above disbursements in salaries, &c. have been already stated, 
^hure. 'j'lje charges for rents and taxes are for the police offices and watch-houses. Buildings and 

Buildings. repairs are carried on by the authority of the chief magistrate. An architect is employed 

who is remunerated by his professional charges on the works, which in some years amount 
to £70 and £80. The buildings, &c. are done by contract, which are advertised for. This 
part of the establishment is not under the conf.rol of the Board of Works. 

The expenditure under this head for the year 1832 ivas much more considerable; it 
amounted to £200 12 j. S^d., including the cost of building a now watchhouse. 



Law Expenses. 



Hue and Cry. 



The average amount of Law Expenses is about £ 1,000 a-year. It is chiefly for the costs 
of prosecutions instituted by direction of the magistrates of the head office. Two barristers 
and a solicitor are appointed by them to this duty. It has been suggested to us by one 
of the persons officially employed in the late investigation into this establishment by order of 
Government, that the charges for these prosecutions should not be included in the police 
accounts of the city of Dublin; and that it would be better that all Law Expenses of that 
nature should be provided for in one vote of Parliament, so as to have all the expense of 
prosecutions before the public. 

The charge for the Hue and Cry is £500 of the late Irish currency per annum. This 
publication is distributed to the county magistrates (48 Geo. III. c. 140, s. 44,) and as it 
relates to the detection of offenders in all parts of Ireland, it seems more properly to be a 
charge to be defrayed separately by Government than as part of the local expenditure of the 
Dublin police. 

The supply of coals, candles, clothing, accoutrements, and forage, are provided for 
by contracts made on public advertisements; and although the contractors are generally ‘or 
some years the same individuals, we have no reason to believe that this part of the establish- 
ment is not managed with a proper regard to the public interests. , 

The item of “incidents,” in the above account of disbursements, is composed of severs 
charges, the most considerable of which is the sum paid for rewards to peace officers and 
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others for their exertions in the apprehension of offenders. These rewai-ds are naid on tlie municipal 
■ approbation of the magistrates of the head office. They amount to about £800 KLGDL.1TIONS. 

The other charges comprised under thi-? hpid ,i V 

Sps^afndifgar fuferl rf'dtS tnftaWef and wateWm 

■ .“'™g from the several sources of income ive have 

speciSed, »■« poid to this officer, and disbursed by him under the authority of the mamstrates 
„ he head office. He is, in fact, the treasurer of the establishment, though the actrPdeSsi 
of the money is in h.s name, in the Bank of Ireland. He has no eontrof over oT merfeTnce 
with the collection of the fund, and his office appears to be, in every respect, ^ 1010 ^ 1 “ 
tend for the receipt and disbursement of the anndal income! ^ ^ ^ 

His duties are prescribed by several provisions of the 48 Geo. III. c 140. 

By section 3/, he is bound, when and as required, to make reports to the chief secretarv 
to the Lord Lieutenant, or to the under secretary, of all matters Jelatingto the business of hi 
office; such leturn, if required, to he made on oath administered by thedord mavor 

’The°l! ■* 1“ his hands, of the moneys which by 

the Act he IS authorized to receive, so much as shall amount to £100, to deposh it in the 
Bank of Ire and, and as often as occasion shall rcqnire, to draw orders onTe Bai l” for 
rrrn ll f»‘-the seva-al puiposes and expenditures directed W the 

Act, and not expressly charged on any other fund, " specifying in every such order the 
paiposes to which such sums are to be respectively applied.'' f he 84th section imposes a 
penalty ol £20, and interest at the rate of 10 per cent, for every sum detained, on any ncslect 
or refusal by the receiver to make such deposit. ’ neglect 

The balances in the Bank of Ireland on this account are occasionally considerable No 
Tthe tnk™'' “”“y *>y Ho has n J any privafo tcoum 

The following balances were in the Bank at the respective dates : 

£ 

5th January 1832 ... « 7 qq in 

5th October 1832 .... gegi Q 

1st January 1833 - - - _ 4 048 0 

Ut October 1833 - - - . r.’aos 18 

4th January 1834 - - . . 8,086 11 u 

The actual balance of the receiver's accounts in favour of the public usually exceeds the 

SiVers aid ^ f “0™-“ 'I magishfoe: 

niKl officers, and to the tradesmen and contractors employed. These advances are vliicrallv 
mclc at his own risk and he stated to us that he had occasionally lost money by the p* rsons ti 
whom they were made dying before the day of pajiiient of thei/salaries It h “ S an 
mcoDveiiient and objectionable jiraclioe. smmits. ii i., we mmk, an 

receiver's accounts are to be audited and 
asfbv se7S’''fb?°°*’‘ V “■ “y *'™ of them, at the head office] 

prett Accomts^' vjr] ” S’ “''“o'* overy six months by the Commissioners of Im- 
fhem To mSe n T 8“'™ '’y ^^th sections to 

■most, gallon of the accounts, and the legality and propriety of the 

on fcTrt lf*'fw”‘" ™ °'>oo"-o>*i ™-y Mrions defalcations took place 

ind ft wa shfecUo u, T™ of 'oo'-oo “f the public moneys of this deparlnfcnt ; 

that defalcations and f ’ ] officers employed on the investigation above mentioned, 

mis i"el hm ]ha] ib had occurred in accounts which had beSn audited by the com- 
mraoncis, but that they had not the means of delecting them. 

investieation I W*” ■">' appPM to have been laid before them, and that, on the 

witness® stated .“Ppeared in frequent instances to have been falsified. This 

and that it wo’ukf b **« P.”' “/ '*'? "’aP to'y haavy, and the detail enormous, 

neslectinv their ' f* "Y ™possible for the magistrates to look into it effectually without 
the su^elsl;™ Zlr tiZ r ffi- ‘'‘'“8“, '>5’'*'"' “PP"" “> niade on 

under the dirprf^nnf- 1 f nivesUgation, which place the financial department more 

the wita 1 “™‘"y “■a I'aaol office; but it seems to bcYhe opinion of 

«n“CS tt de'X^^^^^ ““8istra.es ought to be entirely relievedYom all 

Parliamentary grants is attributed to the results of that 

exact fndfaifbfi^'’?l”^f-"’°‘'r f expenditure in the establishment, and a more 

ana taithlul collection ot the taxes levied for its use. 

fieceiv^ ^ i'e<=eipt and disbursement of the police and watch funds, tho Duties of the 

for the Richmoml f sums presented by the grand jury Receiver as to the 

^8 Geo. Ill f. ^ Smithfield Penitentiary, under the 90th section of the Brido«-;ella. 

The i-psn ' t' amount of these sums has been already stated. 

’'■hich these institutions prepare the estimates of the sums required, 

f^^culations^vr. PAW. Hts duty, in respect to them, is merely to see that the 

ie grand jury ’ estimates are then sworn to by the governors, and sent before 



d. 

9 

0 

0 

4 

0 
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The accounts of these moneys are distinct from those of the police funds, and the moneys 
are lodged to a separate account in the Bank of Ireland. They are disbursed by the receive? 
to the contractors, &c., of whom a list is furnished to him by the grand jury. 

For his duties, in relation to these accounts, the gi'and Jury present to the receiver £ 2.5 
each presenting term, for the accounts of Richmond Bridewell, and £12 10s. for those of 
Smithfield Penitentiary, being £75 a-year. 

We are not aware of any adequate practical reason for separating the care of this particular 
branch of the grand jury presentments from the general duties of the offices of treasurer 
and secretary to the grand jury. The preparation of the accounts of these moneys does not 
appear generally to occasion any increase of expense to the receiver of the public offices. 
I'he hooks and accounts are kept by him, aided by the clerk usually employed in his office 
in connexion with the police department ; but it appears, and has been admitted by the 
receiver, that on one occasion the receijit for the payment of the sum to be presented to him 
for keeping the accounts was signed, by his direction, in his son’s name, by the clerk, as if 
the accounts had, in fact, been kept by his son. 

The receiver had, however, previously paid the amount to his son; this was, of course, 
merely gratuitous, as the accounts and books for the period had been kept by the receiver 
and his clerk. The statute 48 Geo. III. c. 140, does not direct any presentment to the 
receiver for keeping these accounts. 

128. The objections which have been made before us to the present systern of the police 
magistracy in Dublin are chiefly referable to the general objection which prevails so strongly 
to the constitution and proceedings of the corporation — that the choice of magistrates is 
confined (except as to the barristers attached to each office) to the members of a body which 
is obnoxious to a large proportion of the inhabitants, from its exclusive and intolerant 
principles and conduct. 7’heir appointment to the places of divisional justices does not 
require them to vacate their corporate offices. They, therefore, still appear to the public as 
participating in the acts and opinions of an exclusive political party, with whom they thus 
continue to be associated; and the confidence which should, and in general, we believe, 
might justly be entertained of the impartial exercise of their magisterial functions, is lost in 
the suspicion and distrust which attach to the members and adherents of the corporation. 

The law as to Licences for the sale of spirits, &c., by retail, has been, recently, ma- 
terially altered by the 3, 4 WiUiam IV. c. 68. 

The previous enactments on this subject required a certificate to the party seeking a 
licence in the district of Dublin metropolis from the divisional justices of police. 

Their functions in this respect have been transferred to the Court of Quarter Sessions, 
with the advantage of a public inquiry in that court, on due notice to all parties interested in 
objecting to the character of the applicants. 

Much of the evidence laid before us, connected with this topic of Inquiry, consisted of 
complaints against the mode in which the power of granting such certificates was administered 
under the former code. It appeared, w^e think, that the magistrates trusted too implicitly to 
the representations of the inferior officers of police, and that several of the latter abused this 
confidence for purposes of emolument to themselves. 

A very prevalent system appeared to have existed of purchasing the favour of these officers 
by presents of articles of grocery, &c., to secure their interest in obtaining the magisterial 
certificates. 

The practice of some officers in informing against publicans for breaches of the statutory 
regulations affecting that trade was made another source of considerable emolument, and 
also enabled them to exercise an indirect influence o^’er those exposed to such informations. 
In the course of the inquiry into these matters so much misconduct, was established against 
two of the officers attached to one divisional office, that the justices of the office thought 
proper to suspend them, and they shortly afterwards resigned their situations. 

There was evidence laid before us of reluctance or negligence of the peace officers in 
enforcing the provisions of the 3, 4 Will. IV. c. 68. This Act came into operation, for some 
purposes, on the 2Sth August 1833, but does not appear to have been put efficiently into 
force until the month of December in that year. This was ascribed to some difficulty 
in having the proper forms of summonses, notices, &c. prepared. Even in January 1834, n'e 
had evidence of numerous instances of violation of the prescribed regulations as to the hours of 
closing houses, and places of sale of spirits, &c,, without any efficient check on the part of 
the police. 

The number of licensed 25ublic houses in Dublin is very considerable, nearly 1,200, and a 
police magistrate of considerable experience stated to us his opinion, that the system of fining 
their owners for violations of the regulations had not been effective in preventing such housffi 
from being open at unlawful hours. He stated that fines had been imposed and levied m 
his division to the extent of nearly £300 a-year, on an average, for the laat three years, 
without producing any visible improvement. 



129. THE duties of Paving and Cleansing the city appear to have been imposed upon 
the corporation of Dublin as the consideration for their enjoyment of certain portions, at least, 
of their ancient revenues. 

The performance of those duties, and of the Lighting and Improving of the city, has been 
the subject of legislative regulation in a great number of successive Acts of Parliament, under 
which, at first, the management was vested, almost exclusively, in the corporate officers ; bu 
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aftenvards, by degrees, as each successive system was found to fail through the misconduct 
of the managers, new methods were devised, until, ultimately, the corporation have been 
almost toiolly disconnected from administration of the funds, and relieved from the perform- 
ance oi the trusts. ^ 

Some payments are still annually made to these uses from the revenues of the corporation. 

™ fcTatme' bit” ‘’“‘,“*1 '•'‘T ■ n as appearing History ot the 

Sments ^ “'a™''! necessary to e.vplain the existinf Trusts. 

The earliest Act of Parliament for regulating the Paving and Cleansing of the streets of Povinusnd 
Dublin appears to have been made m the year 1717, 4 Geo I e 11 ® Cleanstav 

That Act stated, that the public paveiients in ie citj anj suburbs, and the adjoining "' 

* h • S'tbS % o*' and in several places raised to such 

dS mamr safety pass over; and it was enacted, that 

he loid mayor, wdh one of the sheriffs, and two of the aldermen, to be nominated by the 

°fbSro*ftlmi^Tet “ ™ fh ‘ in tlto nity, and the seneschals, 

with three of tliei leet jury, m the several liberties, should direct the levelling, new paving 
raising, and mending of the pavements ; and they were empowered to charge the chieftenanfs 
inhabiting houses, and the owners of waste ground, with the price for paving, altering or 
“one time! grounds, so as it should not exceed 2 S. at 

^ The '■ scavenger of the city” (a corporate officer) was directed, two days In every wcelt 
to be appointed by the lord mayor, to carry away the dirt, soil, and filth, out ot every street 
and lane; and the iiihahitanls were compelled, before nine in the morning of those days to 
tbanyfway™™ ready for the scavrager 

In the year 1719, it is stated, (6 Geo. I. c. 15,) that, by reason of the great extent of the 
city, It was almost impossible for the lord mayor to see the former Act dul| put into execution 
and It was therefore enacted that the lord mayor and one sherifi' within the city and suburbs ' 

cTbirwL fniSr 1 rt ® ""“■i ‘““"g to his assistance the deputy alderman 

oi nis -H ard, might regulate the pavements. ^ ^ 

No general rales were imposed by those Acts on the city and suburbs, but (there being no 
law in being that obliged the inhabitants of the liberties to pay the scavenwors, by mfans 
whereof the streets and lanes were ■■ extreme dirty and full of filth and rubbish,”) the grand 
jmiesof Ihe leets in the liberties were empowered to appoint scavengers, and by presentment 

1 : re“pptaS r„d Lried^"' P“y »aveiige,/f„!. cleansing. 

In 1729 It was found, (3 Geo. II. c. 13.) that those Acts had proved ineffectual for the 
amendment of the pavements, cleansing of the streets, and removing nuisances ; and the 
Orel mayor was empowered to execute the powers, both as to cleansing and paving, without 
fc assistance and concurrence of the other persons who were required to join by tie former 
»d de°ansinr *®*argcd from all the powers and trusts iurelatloh to sweeping 

'>>arged to examine and 

return all defects m the paving and cleansing, and the lord mayor was required to execute 
the ti ust i-eposed m him according to such returns. ^ 

those Acts until the year 1774, when an .Act was 
passed, (13, H Geo. III. c. 22,) which states, that the streets, quavs, bridi^es &c were not 

Ss P““g *e 

A corporate body, by the name of “ The Commissioners for Paving tiro Streets of Dublin ” 
of th; lord chancellor, chief justices, &c., the lord mayor, recorder, 

Whntb 3 t,“n”’ 'oaaoilmen, (to be elected in common council by 

be lot.) the aichbishop of Dublin, and the seneschal of the manor of St. Sepulchre, the lord 

Christ Shm!.h“o“u i s! ot-the manor of Thomas Court and Donore, the deans of 

nrist Church and St. Patrick s, and 37 persons named in the act. 

fiirected“to eW ®"i “"d ‘'‘o Protestant parishioners (s. 4) were 

thtofrf tb ' persons in each division, who, together with three of the aldermen and 
ca win tl oonncilmen elected as commissioners, should constitute a committee tor 

carrying the Act into execution in each division. 

and ™rTo!r“"“°”"" 7°” ™P“"oro<l (*■ 'f ) to enforce the exeeution of the former Acts, 
col lide! to o"o.o‘"'o"to 'roro mtede, the execution of some of the provisions being 

coMidcd to the commissioners ; of others to divisional committees. ® 

ttttpf'rored (s. 11 ) to appoint clerks, treasurers, receivers, 
of 75 ’ ““ trod to rotike allowances to them, and to ascertain the proportion 

to tb!n T”fi the same, as they thought proper, upon such division of the city as 

'0 mem should seem reasonable. *' 

a clerk and a supervisor, and fix their 

emii».e'r°e7to7‘“r‘'* 7' *■“> ‘>>0 "t-dering of the works ; the committees (s. 17) were 

Whp) flu loi the paving, to be approved of by the commissioners, 

lar mrl h 1 had been accustomed to be performed by any particu- 

Pavements 'it' the owners or occupiers of the houses, &c., adjoining the 
, It Has directed (s. 31) that they should be paved and repaired at the expense of 
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such parish or corporation by the paviours contracting with the commissioners, unless 
fs. 32) the commissioners compounded with them for a certain sum by the foot, &c. 

- And for defraying the charges of paving and repairing, it was enacted that rates should be 
laid and assessed bv the commissioners upon all the lands, houses, shops, warehouses, 
cellars, vaults, or tenements, within the city, liberties, and other places mentioned, in such 
sums as the commissioners should order, not exceeding Is. in the pound, in any one year, of 
the vearly rent as rated for the watch tax, and upon public buildings, dead wai s, and 
void spaces, &c., (ss. 41, 45,) at a rate by the square yard, &c., to he settled by the 
commissioners. 

By this Art reTOlations were made (ss. 22, 27, 28,) respecting pavements to be made by 
the persons who furnished water to the inhabitants of the city j and after ratifying (s. 23) 
the agreement between the corporation of Dublin, and the Grand Canal Company, respecting 
the sduplying of the city with Water, it was enacted, (s. 35,) that the respective committeB 
should have tlill power and authority, from time to time, to cause all or any part of the 
squares, streets, and lanes, to be well watered, as often as there should be occasion, m such 
manner as they should direct, and defray the expenses arising thereby out of the money to be 
raised by virtue of, or appropriated for, the purposes of this Act, (s. 43.) 

It was also enacted (s. 52) that the commissioners, or committees, should have power to 
oblige all the inhabitants of quays to keep in order the walls that embanked the river before 
thei? respective houses; provided (s. 53) that this should not extend to exonerate the 
corporation of Dublin, or any person bound by custom or contract to build, or repair, the 
walls on the river ; but the corporation, and otfier persons liable, should be compelled thereto 
by the commissioners, or committees, as persons inhabiting of quays were subject and 

1776, it was found necessary (15, 16 Geo. III. c. 20,) to require a certain qualificaUoa 
in the commissioners and committeemen; several additional commissioners _ were named; 
the provisions were extended to two other divisions, viz., the baronies of St. Sepulchre and 
Donore, (s. 35,) but repealed as to the latter in 1780, 19, 20 Geo. III. c. 44, s. 17,) and the 
commissioners ivere empowered to borrow money at interest upon mortgages of the rates, 
A power was also given them (s. 18) of enclosing waste gi’ounds at the expense of the 
party. 

By this Act (« 27) the governors of the Lying-in Hospital were to be charged with £20 
yearly, and no more, (s. 29;) the provost, &c., of Trinity College £70 yearly, and no more; 
and the Coiporatioii of Dublin, for the pavement at or around St. Stephen’s Green, £50 
yearly, and no more. (The clause as to Trinity College was repealed by the next mentioned 

^^In^l782 (21 22 Geo III. c. 60,) it is stated that " by mismanagement of the fund a 
considerabie sum had been profusely expended, and also a very heavy debt induced on the 
public, by means whereof the fund was greatly diminished, and yet many streets, and ote 
places, were in a worse condition than they were before the said Acts ot 1774 and 17/0 
passed;” and it became necessary to dissolve the then existing body, and to appoint other 
commissioners, with powers to carry the Acts into execution; in doing this the 15 alderaien 
and 15 common councilmen (elected by ballot) were excluded, and the lord mayor, recorder, 
sheriffs, two senior aldermen, and two senior sheriffs’ peers, only, ivere admitted from the 
corporation, and associated with “ the Members of both Houses of Parliament, and 67 
pereons named in the Act. . 

By this Act the qualification of commissioners was_ greatly increased ; the parochial com- 
mittees were altogether superseded, their powers being vested in 10 of the commissionm 
nominated out of the body at large for each of the six wards or divisions into which the city 
was then divided. , , 

III 1784, (23, 24 Geo. III. c. 57,) a considerable debt still remained due, and many 
streets and’ other places were in a ivorse condition than they were before the Act of 1782 
passed; and the benefits to the public, expected to arise thereby, had not accrued, and it 
became expedient to dissolve the then existing corporation. 

It was also found, that the streets had not been cleansed or lighted, and that the persons, 
under whose management they had been, had not effectually executed the powers by aw 
vested in them for the purpose. 

The Cleansing, as already stated, had remained under the direction of the lord mayor. 

The Lighting of the city had originated in an Act of 1697, (9 Will. III. c. 17,) by which 
the corporation of Dublin were empowered for 21 years to cause public lights to be greeted 
and maintained in the city and its liberties ; and the Archbishop of Dublin, and the Earl o 
Meath, were empowered in like manner, in their liberties; rates of Zs. and 2s. on tJie 
inhabitants of certain houses were imposed. , 

A merchant, named Michael Cole, was appointed the deputy of the corporation to put tne 
Act in execution for a term of 18 years. _ /at T 

The powers of the corporation were further continued by an Act made in 1717, (4 Geo. . 
c. 9, ss. 6 to 11 ;) but, in 1719, the authorities were Conferred on two merchants, namea 
William Aldrich and Hugh Gumming, for a term of 21 years, by an Art (6 Geo. L c. 1 
which received amendments in 1721 and 1729, (8 Geo. I. c. 16; 3 Geo. II. c. ^ 
those Acts were continued for a further term of 21 years in 1737 and 1/41, (11 Geo. ^ 
•c. 19 ; 15 Geo. II. c. 11,) but the expense of the lighting was then directed to be applotted on 
the parishioners, &c., ratably as for the watch-tax. _ . . , 

In 1759, the former terra being about to expire, (33 Geo. II. c. 18,) the citizens, m or 
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to eiFect so useful a work as the eifeetual lighting of the city, agreed to raise the money 
necessary for the purpose by a reasonable tax and assessment on the inhabitants ; and it 
was enacted, that the parishioners of the several parishes should light the lamps of their 
respective parishes and liberties, the lamps to be of such sort and fashion as to the corporation 
of Dublin, in common council assembled, should seem proper; and that the parishes, at 
their vestries, in March in every year, should assess and levy upon all persons inhabiting or 
holding premises, who were liable to pay watch money, such competent sums of money as 
the churchwardens and pai-ishioners should order and direct to be raised ratably in pro- 
portion as they paid by way of watch money. The corporation, in common council, were 
required, annually, to ascertain the price for supplying, lighting, and maintaining each lamp 
for one year ; and the churchwardens, who were emporvered to make contracts for the work, 
with the consent of the parishioners, for the best terms they could, were restricted to the 
making of annual contracts for sums not greater than those appointed in common council. 

Aldrich and Gumming had conveyed to Joseph Darner, and his executor, John Darner, 
was willing, on being paid the sum due to him, to assign over, the lanthorns, lamp irons, 
burners, posts, ladders, and othei- utensils, to the corporation of Dublin, or such persons as 
they sliould appoint ; and the parishes having taken into consideration the great services of 
Aldrich, and the losses sustained by him and his representatives by the misconduct and 
embezzlements of the representatives of Gumming, and also the use which the lamps and 
utensils would be of, if handed over to them, agreed to give £1,500 for the purpose, and 
accordingly they were enabled to assess to that amount, to be paid to trustees to be applied 
to pay John Darner what was due to him, upon his handing over the lanthorns, &c. ; and 
the overplus to Jane Glascock, Aldrich's only child. 

The Acts renewed in 1741 were, in 1761, (1 Geo. III. c. 17, s. 20,) continued for 21 
years from the 1st of May 1763, and thence to the end of the next session of Parliament. 

Under these provisions the city was lighted up to the time of the before-mentioned Act of 
tliesession 1784, (23, 24 Geo. III. c. 57,) when it was considered expedient that the ordering, 
directing, and managing, of the Cleansing and Lighting of the streets, and the ordering, 
designing, and making of all common sewers, drains, and vaults, should be put under the 
cave of the same body who should have the direction and management of the Paving of 
the streets. And therefore the powers of all persons and bodies corporate for the cleansing 
and lighting of the streets, &c., were, as to them, determined; and seven persons were named 
to be “ directors” of the paving, cleansing, and lighting of the several streets, and other 
places in the city, ind other works to be done in pursuance of the Act, without salary, fee, 
onward; and they were empowered, with the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, to appoint 
five “commissioners,” who should have £l a-day each, for every clay’s actual attendance; 
and the several powers of the several Acts were vested in the directors and commissioners, 
the directors being authorized to remove the commissioners, with the assent of the Lord 
Lieutenant, and also to appoint to vacancies in their own body. These persons were incor- 

f orated by the name of “ The Directors and Commissioners for Paving, Cleansing, .and 
lighting the Streets of Dublin.” 

The former commissioners had contracted a debt of £35,000 and upwards, and were 
directed to account with the new body; and the new corporation were empowered to raise 
sums not exceeding £10,000 upon mortgages of their rates. 

It was recited (s. 14) that it was incumbent on the lord mayor, sheriffs, commons, and 
citizens of the city of Dublin to have and keep in repair certain parts of the said city, the 
annual expense of which was estimated to amount to £300, and upwards; and it was 
enacted that those parts should be paved and repaired by the paviours, &c., contracting with, 
or employed by, the directors and commissioners, and that in order to defray the expense 
thereof the lord mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens, should pay the annual sum of £300 
sterling out of the revenue of the said city, arising by tolls and customs, by half-yearly 
payments on every 25th of March, and 29th of September. 

The directors and commissioners were to make and erect in or near the markets, and such 
other places as to them should seem proper (for the health, convenience, and benefit of the 
poor, and the cleanliness of the city,) such number of Public Fountains and conduits for the 
supply of water as aforesaid, the number not to exceed 20, and the rate for each fountain not 
to exceed £30, one with the other. 

It was also recited (s. 21) that the Cleansing of the streets, and other places of the city, 
had theretofore been conducted under the direction of the lord mayor, sheriffs, commons, and 
citizens, and the expense thereof had been defrayed by them out of the revenue arising by 
the tolls and customs of the said city ; and that it appeared, by a resolution of a committee of 
the House of Commons, that upon an average of 10 years tho sum of £2,013 had been yearly 
applied by them for the purpose ; wherefore, and towards the enabling the directors and 
commissioners to defray the expense of cleansing the streets out of the funds theretofore 
applicable to the same, it was enacted that the lord mayor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens, 
should pay to the directors and commissioners tho annual sum of £2,000 out of the revenue 
f>fthe city arising from the tolls and customs thereof, or so much thereof as such tolls and 
customs should be sufficient to pay. 

An additional paving rate of 6rf. in the pound was authorized, and the lighting rates were 
fixed at l,s. 6d, Is,, and 9d. in the pound on three different classes of houses, &e. 

In 1786, all the foregoing Acts (with the exception of certain clauses, &c., not mateiial to 
nrention, except that the clause relative to the agreement between the corporation of Dublin 
3nd the Grand Canal Company was saved,) were repealed, (26 Geo. III. c. .61,) and the 
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provisions (with alterations) were consolidated into one Act, the debt, then amounting to 
£45,271 9 j. ^\d., being charged on the new rates. Power was given to borrow, upon 

mortWes of the rates, sums not exceeding £10,000. . . „ . „ ^ , 

The powers of the directors and commissioners under this Act for paving, &c., were extended 
as far as the public lights should extend within the lirnits of the Circular Road, and an Act 
of 1772, (11, 12 Geo. III. c. 13,) for the paving, cleansing, and lighting ot SackviUe Street, 
&c., was repealed, (s. 139.) j a 

It was recited (s. 38) that the public fountains, or conduits, erected under the Act of 
1784 had been found to contribute greatly to the health, convenience, and benefit of the 
public, and in particular to the poor of the city, and the cleanliness thereof; and it was 
enacted that the directors and commissioners might make and erect in the streets, &c., such 
number of fountains, or conduits, for the supply of water, as they should think necessary, and 
pav for the same out of the funds arising by the Act. „ . x 

And (s. 39) that they should have full power and authority, from_ time to time, to cause 
all or any part of the public streets, or passages, to be well watered, in such manner as they 
should appoint ; and, if necessary, to cause to be dug and sunk in any ot the streets, or 
passages, any well or wells, and also to erect one or morepump or pumps for the purpose. 

The provisions charc»-ing the corporation of Dublin with annual sums of £300 and £50 
were renewed, (s. 79,) and in consideration of such payments they were ischarged and 
exonerated from the costs and expenses of the pavement round Stephen s Green, and the 
other pavements. 

It was also stated that they had been used to maintain and light Lamps at the mansion 
house, tholsel, and market house, and it was enacted (s. 80) that the treasurer of the cUy 
should pav, for that purpose, the annual sum of £20, by half-yearly payments, on the 2oth 
March and 29th September, and that, in consideration thereof, the corporation should be 
exonerated and discharged from the costs and expenses of lighting and maintaining such 

The other provisions of the former Acts were, substantially, readopted, ^e annual 
rate for paving was limited to Is. 6d. in the pound ; the rates for lighting to Is. Od., Is., and 
9(i., as before, (ss. 52, 53.) i j r. 

A provision w^as introduced, (s. 50,) charging the owners of grounds and houses in new 
streets, for the making of foot-ways, carriage-ways, and sewers, in proportion to the extent in 
front of each house, or lot of ground. 

By an Act of 1788, (28 Geo. III. c. 50, s. 30,) for the better _ supplying the city with 
Water reciting the benefits arising from the fountains and conduits then erected by the 
comraissioners%nd that they had been prevented from extending those benefits throughout 
their jurisdictions for want of the necessary and constant Supply of Water, and had pro- 
posed to the coi-poration of Dublin to pay them £150 per annum, the better to enable the 
corporation to extend their mains and works for the supply of tvater to the_ fountains or 
conduits to be erected by the commissioners in such places as they should think proper, it 
was enacted, that the agreement should be ratified and confirmed, and that the commis- 
sioners should, out of their funds, pay the corporation the sum ot £150, m one or more 
payments, in every year, for ever. . , i. • 

By an Act of 1790, (30 Geo. III. c. 42,) several amendments, m the then subsisting 
enactments were made, and amongst other things the corporation for paving, &c„ were 
empowered to repair and make the roads to the city, lying between the end of the pavements 
and the Circular Road; but in 1797 (37 Geo. III. c. 22,) they were directed to discontinue 
such repairs if the grand juries of the city and of the county Dublin, &c., did not make 
provision by presentment, &c., towards the expenses. . „ „ , . 

The borrowing (with the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant) of further surns of money, 
not exceeding £10,000, was authorized. In 1800 other alterations were made, (40 Geo. ill. 

^he trusts ofthese Acts seem to have been very seriously abused, for, in 1805, (45 Geo. HI. 
c. 112,) it became necessary to appoint commissioners of inquiry into the conduct ot tlie 
directors and commissioners, and to provide for the suspension of their powers. 

i\nd upon the report made upon that inquiry the powers of the former corporation were 
suspended, (40 Geo. III. c. 68,) and new commissioners were temporary appointed. 

An advance of money out of the consolidated fund, not exceeding £20,000, was providea 
for the purposes of paving, &c. ; the sums so advanced (with interest) to be paid and redeemed 
out of the produce of the rates as thereby directed. 

In 1807, (47 Geo. III. (loc. & pers.) sess. 2. cap. cix.) all the former enactments were 
repealed, and the Act which now principally regulates the paving, lighting, and cleansing o 
Dublin was introduced. ' ttt ./i e, 

This Act has been followed by another passed in 1814, (a4 Geo. III. (loc. pets.; 
cap. ccxxi.) making certain alterations. 

s 130. TheActofl807 (s. 1) recites, that there are divers considerable districts within the Cir- 

cular Road surrounding the city of Dublin, which had been wholly, or in part, exempt ' 
jurisdiction of the Directors and Commissioners, &c., and from the . . 

'lighting vested in them ; and that it was expedient that the said districts should be suoj® 
the Jurisdiction of the Commissioners then to be appointed, and accordingly all p 
within the Limits of the Circular Road, &c., (thereby, _ss. 7 and 8, and by the 54 Geo. UL s- 
particularly defined,) are placed under their jurisdiction. 
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In 1785, an Act (25 Geo. III. c. 43) was made for the completing and effectually lighting nprifr 
of Rutland Square, and the better support of the Lying-in Hospital. This refers to the -n . • 
general Paving and Lighting Act of 1784. A tax of Is. 9d. per foot running measure was SndsSL're 
imposed on the houses from Is o. 1 to No. 48, payable to the governors of the hospital, to create 
a fund for lighting lamps on the rails, enclosing the gardens, and for the benefit of the hospital. 

The lights in front of the houses, also, were placed under their direction, the Act compelling 
the owners of each house to erect and keep in repair one, two, or three lamps in front 
according to the number of feet in front, and taxing them at the rate of £1 14s. Od. per year 
for each lamp. It further enacted, that the inhabitants, on complying with the requisites of 
rhe Act, “ shall be for ever after exempted from any tax or imposition whatsoever imposed by 
virtue of any law now iri force or hereafter to be made for the lighting or regulating the 
lamps of the city ot Dublin, or any part thereof.” 

The Act of 1807 (47 Ge6. III.c. 109. s. 1,) recited, that there vvere divers considerable 
districts within the Circular Road exempt from the jurisdiction of the commissioners and the 
taxes for paving and lighting, and that it was expedient that those districts should be subject 
tothejurisdictiqn of the commissioners; and it imposed the general tax for defraying the 
charges of paving, repairing, and lighting the streets, squares, &c., within those limits, in 
general terms, and without any exception of Rutland Square, or reference to the Act of 1785. 

In 1810, an Act (50 Geo. III. (loc. & pers.) cap. ccv.) was passed, whereby, after referring 
to the 25 Geo. III. and 47 Geo. IIL, and reciting that doubts had arisen how far the 25 
Geo. III. was continued in force, it was declared and enacted, for obviating all such doubts, 
that notwithstanding the 47 Geo. III. or any other Act, the provisions of the 25 Geo. III! 
should be deemed, and were declared to be, in force. 

Upon this Act it was agreed, between the goveraors of the hospital and the commissioners, 

(6th June 1811,) that the account respecting the lighting of the square should be arranc^ed 
as if the Act of the 47 Geo. III. had not in any manner interrupted or interfered with the 
Acts then in existence, under which the governors derived their powers of lighting the square. 

The subsequent Act (54 Geo. III. (loc. & pers.) cap. cxx.) grants, in lieu of the rates and 
assessments for- paving, repairing, lighting, and cleaning the streets, squares, &c., udthin tlie 
limits of the jurisdiction of the commissioners under the 47 Geo. III., new rates, &c., and 
does this in general words, and without any exception of Rutland Square, or rel'erence to the 
Acts respecting it ; and the question, whether the exception made by the 25 Geo. III. was 
not again legally put an end to, again arises. 

In practice, however, the exception has been continued, and the assessment has been made 
by the cornmissioners upon the square for paving and cleansing only; and a separate assess- 
ment, for lighting, has been imposed by the governors of the hospital. 

131. The 6th section of the 47 Geo III. recites the advantages of paving, cleansing, and light- Constitution of tbe 
ing the streets, of erecting fountains and conduits for the use of the poor and public, of making Board, 
common sewers and drains, and of putting all those works under the care of one Board, and 
therefore empowers the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland 
fertile time being, to nominate three persons to be commissioners for those purposes;” and 
the 9th section makes them removable at his or their pleasure. 

By the 12th section, the three commissioner.s are made a corporation, by the name of “ The 
Commissioners for Paving, Cleansing, and Lighting the Streets of Dublin;” and any two 
of them (s. 13) are enabled to exercise all their powers. 

The appointment and removal at pleasure of four principal officers under the commis- Summary of their 
sioiiers, viz., two supervisors of •works, the secretary, and the treasurer, are vested in the Lord Powers. ^ ^ 
Lieutenant or other Chief Governor of Ireland for the time being; with a Power in the 
commissioners also of removing or suspending them, and, during such suspension, of ap- 
pointing others to their offices. 



The appointment of their collectors and all other officers and servants, and the powers of 
lemoving and suspending them, are placed altogether in the commissioners. 

, ^ jurisdiction to try offences against these Acts, and to impose fines (not exceed- 

ing 40^.) for neglect to attend to their summonses, and to impose a new fine for every suc- 
cessive neglect. Any one or more of them may examine on oath, and hear and determine 

such complaints. 

Tliey are enabled to purchase ground and to take down houses for enlarging the public 
passages, and to issue their precepts to the sheriffs of the city to return juries for ascertaining the 
'alue of such premises, and to_ give judgment for the sums of money to which they shall have 
eeji valued. Special provisions are made for the application of such purchase moneys, 
n le are charged upon the funds of the commissioners. But it is provided that this shall 
0 ex end to authorize the commissioners of paving to make new streets or passages, or to 
K en or lay out streets which shall be under the direction of the Commissioners for mailing 
1 e btreets. Powers are given them also to widen any old road between the Circular Road 
anu the pavements. 

It is also provided by the 47 Geo. III. s. 134, for the purpose of empowering the inspectors 
t nuisances to act as constables under that Act, that the lord mayor of the city, upon a cer- 
ca e being returned to him by the commissioners that the persons therein named have 
en appointed to any employment under the commissioners, shall swear such persons, not 
Me iiig eight in number in the whole, into the office of constables under that Act. 
niis ■ I'aised under the Act, and all fines and forfeitures paid, are vested in the cora- 

dirp^'M'h'^’ property in the ivorks ; and they are empowered to order and 

M ^ streets, lanes, courts, alleys, quays, and bridges, to be pitched, paved. 
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repaired, raised, lowered, or altered, and for that purjoose to be stopped up; and to remove 
all posts, rails, &c., and all encroachments and projections beyond the front wa.ll of each 
house ; and to employ such artificers, workmen, labourers, carters, and others, and to do all 
and every such other acts and things touching the premises, as they shall_ judge necessary, 
They are also authorized to enter into contracts for paving or keeping in repair, or for cleansing 
or lighting, all or any of the streets, &c. . „ , , r , 

Several provisions are made for tlie mutual regulation of the woi’ks of the commissioners 
and those of the pipe-water committee of the corporation of Dublin. , , 

The erection of public fountains and conduits, the watering oi the streets, making, 
repairing, and cleansing of sewers and drains, are intrusted to them, together with the adai. 
nistration of a great number of minute provisions for regulation of the highways, markets, &c,, 
and the conduct of the inhabitants, the drivers of carriages, &c. &c. &c. _ 

Thev are also invested with a most extensive jurisdiction of assessing the inhabitants by 
general rates on the valuation of houses and the measurement of other premises, to which 
rates certain limits are fixed; and also by a variety of special rates for watering the streets, 
making sewers, and other works. . . .i, 

These statutes, in o-eneral, require the concurrence of two or the commissioners to the validity 
of the acts of the Board, except where they sit judicially, in which cases any one of them is 
empowered to hear and determine the complaints,&c. 

The Commissioners under the Acts of 1807 and 1814 have been the following persons, il 
the several periods specified. 



1807. 



1. Major Alexander Taylor 

2. Alderman Henry Hutton 

3. Aldernuin Fi-etlerick Dailey 

1808, Feb. 18lh. 1. Major Alexander Taylor 

2.- Alderman Frederick Darley 
„ 3. Alderman JosepliPemberton 

1808, Sept. 1st & 2nd. 1. Major Alexander Taylor 
,, 2. Alderman Hugh Trevor 

„ 3. George Ewing, Esq. 

1812, Jail. 18th&25fh. 1. Major Ale.xander Taylor 

,, 2. Alderman Murk Bloxham 

„ 3. Thomas Nesbitt, Esq. 

1820, Dee. 23rd. 1. Major Alexander Taylor 

„ 2. Alderman Mark Bloxham 

„ 3. Sir Charles Coote, Bart. 



1822, Nov. 27th. 
1825,Aug.lGth. 
1827, Feb. 5th. 
„ Nov. 22ml. 



1. Major Alexander Taylor 

2. Alderman Mark Bloxham 

3. Thomas Newcomen Edgeworth, Esq, 

1. Major Alexander Taylor 

2. ThomasNewcomen BdgewortlijEsq, 

3. Alderman Richard Smyth 

1. Vacant 

2. Tlioraas Newcomen Edgeworth, Esq. 

3. Alilerman Richard Smyth 

1. Alilerman Richard Smyth 

2. Colonel George Morris 

3. Hickman Kearney, Esq. 



The ahovc-ntimcd Major Alexander Taylor appears to have been one of the Commissionsrs 



of IiMuirv under the Acts of 1805 and 1806, who was most active in exposing 4e abusei 
. Id. „ , „ ,, ” ancl lu thc clevising of the 



and corruptions of the former “ Directors and Commissioners, _ 
new system put into operation in 1807; but that new system, it appears, did not, under his 
subsequent superintendence, produce relief from the weight of local taxation. On the contrary, 
in the hands of Major Taylor and others, the enactments of the new statutes became the 
means of oppression and abuse, unexampled in the former mismanagement of the local 
affairs of the city. 

The complaints of the inhabitants were long unattended to. After the appointment, 
however, of one of the present commissioners of paving, (Alderman Smyth,) m 1825, the 
fraudulent conduct of tht prior commissioners and their officers was detected ; and an 
inquiry was held before two gentlemen of the Bar, (J. T. Hall, Esq., and W. D. Freeman, Esq.,) 
who made their report on the 7th of November 1826, which was aftervvards, with an appenj 
of the evidence taken before tiiem, printed by order of the House of Commons in May 182?. 

That -report (of 1826) contains an exposure of the maladministration of the funds practised 
previously to its date ; and it will be sufficient in most respects to confine our present obser- 
vations to subsequent transactions. 

In 1827 the present Board of Commissioners was formed, consisting of Alderman Smyth, 
who was promoted to be chief commissioner, and of Colonel Morris, and Mr. Hickman 
Kearney. 



There can be no question that a veiy improved system of management has been o 
under tire new commissioners, and that many of the defects pointed out in the report of 18-0 



have been remedied. 



For instance, upon a comparison of three years ended 5th January 1825, and three years 



ended 5th January 1832, the average annual amount of losses by uncollected arreaw ol 
tax has been reduced from £9,379 15s. to £1,677 Is. Sd., and this appears to have bew 
effected without an oppressive exercise of power, and principally by correcting the negligent, 
partial, and corrupt practices of the collectors. 

Again, the minutes of the proceedings of the present commissioners appear to contam a 
full recoi-d of every transaction of the board ; and in all the depi^tments connected with i 
business, the documents are faithfully preserved, and by the arrangements in the ottees 
readily accessible. i,v Umpnl 

Further, a very effective control and superintendence of the accounts of the establishm 
has been carried into effect, and many improvements have been made in matters of rnin 
detail. 



f But it is to be lamented, that notwithstanding those useful changes, veiy little 
■ the pressure of the Tax has been achieved for the public. In two years,^onIy, since 



mation of the present board, has there been any abatement from the Maximum of gsh® , 
Rate for paving, cleansing, and lighting, viz : . - ' ' 
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For the year ending 5th January 1829, an abatement of 22i per cent. 

« j> 1832, „ 20 per cent. 

Xhe maximum of the rate ha^’ing been maintained in every other year. 

The former abatement in the rate of tax was voluntary on the part of the commissioners, 
and appears to have been founded upon the improvement of the finances consequent upon 
the better collection of the tax, and upon there being then in bank, to the credit of the board, 
a considerable balance, in part, it is alleged, attributable to accidental causes. 

Tlie latter abatement was made ostensibly upon a calculation by the commissioners that 
they could make the remission by confining themselves to necessary repairs in the year 1831, 
and not undertaking any new improvements ; but, in reality, it was made at the special desire 
of Sir Henry Hardinge, when chief secretary, (urged by the representations of the tax- 
payers,) and against the opinion of the commissioners. 

We shall comprise the principal observations, which we think it necessary to make in detail 
on the present system of management, under the heads of the income and expenditure of the 
board; treating, under the head of income, of the powers of taxation possessed by the com- 
missioners ; and under the head of expenditure showing the extent of the establishment main- 
tained by them, and their mode of conducting their business. 

132. We here annex, in the first instance, the following returns of the income and expen- 
diture. We have divided them into three periods, in order the more clearly to contrast the first 
period, viz., of five, years, ended 5th January 1825, in which the affairs were under the control 
of the commissioners who were dismissed for misconduct, with the third period, viz., of five 
years, ended 5th January 1833, in which they were under the control of the present comrhis- 
sioners. Iil the intervening period of three years the inquiry into the affairs vvas pending, 
and the alterations of the system were in progress. 

The disbursements appear here under the heads of account as used by the commissioners ; 
but we shall have occasion to show there are items which ought to be differently classed, 
particularly as regards the item of salaries. 
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Works Charoe.iule. 


ScaiEijK 

SoJi’ 


Paving and 
Lighliug. 


Watering. 


Paving, 


Sewers. 


Flagging. 


Lighting pri. 
vale Lamps. 




£. s. <1. 


£. S. d. 


£. !. a. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 




Bill January 1826, late Irish Currency 


37,945 7 5 


2,519 16 7 


3,137 19 a 






948 19 10 


Mis i 


1827. British Currency, 


36,623 2 0 


2,635 8 1 


5.752 6 6i 


208 12 6 


367 10 3 


396 18 2 


1.1S6 3 1 


, , 1828, 


36.203 9 0 


2,358 19 6 


1,547 17 1 


1,042 8 2 


502 8 11 


49 12 3 


LMlit 



A RETURN, showing, under the usual Heads, the INCOME of the COMMISSIOXKBS 



Yeabs Endiko 


Tax. 


WeRKS CUAR«E.,BLE. 


Hi 


P.iving and 
Eigluing. 


Watering. 


Paving. 


Sewers. 


Flagging. 


Inclesing 
Waste Ureuiiij 


g 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£• s, d. 


Ri 


5Ui Januaiy 1829, British Currency 


31,662 3 7 


2,232 14 10 


2,121 3 11 


1,391 18 li 


341 0 24 




8!615t 


,. 1830, 


35,288 11 5 


2,513 2 1 


2,112 6 8 


273 8 4 


691 12 9 




IS % t 


1831, ,.l 


34,554 13 10 


1,510 13 7 


834 13 10 


616 13 10 


962 4 104 




iu m 


, , 1832, 


28,781 11 1 


1,820 10 10 


1.307 3 9i 


497 4 10 


451 1 a 




l,G99 g s 


,, 1833, 


33,277 19 G 


1,553 2 5 


765 9 1 


1.072 0 34- 


389 4 0 


27 7 a 


i,Mie ] 



A RETURN, showing, under the usual Heads, the EXPENDITURE of the COMMISSiOXEIS 



Years Ermixo 


Paving. 


Scavenging. 


Usl.li»g. 


s„,„. 


Flagging. 


Corporation 


Stationery, 
Printing, am 
Stamps. 


Advertising 

Newspapers 


u... 


Xuisatst 


)UiJamiavyl821 5 / 

, . 1822 j 

,900 LLato Irish] 
,, 1620 .eurreucy.v 

, , 1824 

.. 1825 J [ 


9.479 9 8 
9,298 16 6 
8,143 18 04 
8,276 10 11 
14,795 18 9 


£. s. d. 
4,15911 6{ 
4,007 16 4 
4.164 13 9 
5,052 a 7 
5,599 15 2 


£. i. d. 
9,320 5 71 
9,392 1 114 
8,446 8 51 
7,356 12 1 
8,881 12 8 


£. s. d. 
I. IDS 11 4 
1,123 2 34 
1,008 12 0 
1,173 7 8 
929 7 7 


i£. s. d. 

1,607 9 0 
1.917 2 54 
1,932 17 04 
5.974 18 54 


£. s. d. 
672 16 14 
224 2 1 
161 14 2 
141 13 5 


334 15 7 
249 10 0 
344 17 10 
255 13 94 
552 5 a 


£. s. d. 
97 17 6 
23 19 5 
23 9 1 
17 1 6 
69 3 5 


£. s. d 
i,752 15 5 
523 2 0 
22 15 0 
67 8 2 
1,595 12 1 


21SH ti 
Mil! 
ill 11 1 
2IH!:) 

* 


A RETURN, showing, under the usual Heads, the EXPENDITURE of the COJIMISSIOMK 


Years BsdiKO 


Paving. 


Scavenging 


Liglitiug. 




Flagging. 


Corporation 

House. 


Stationery, 

Priiiling.auc 

Stamps. 


Advertising 

Newspapers 


Law. 


Xiiamtl 
— 1 


1828 


£. s. d. 
18,668 4 10 
19,383 3 3 
10.729 4 3 


£. s. d. 
5,154 19 Ui 
5,371 1 9 
5,218 12 9J 


£. 5. d. 

6,054 14 94 
6.717 16 7j 
8,517 19 04 


£. s. d. 
1,332 10 4 
1,598 12 3 


£. s. d. 
4.171 18 14 

2,959 5 4 


£. s. d. 
149 10 8 
250 4 7i 
1,145 12 3 


£. s. d. 
269 12 2 
302 8 11 
503 18 7 


£. s. d. 
125 15 1 
99 15 9 
229 14 4 


£. 8. 
m 12 8 

596 7 3 


mill 
231 15 It 
361 11' 




A RETURN, showing, under the usual Heads, the EXPENDITURE of the COMMISSIO^ 


^Yeahs Ekdiko 


Paving. 


Scavenging. 


Lighting. 


Sewers. 


Flagging.' 


Corporation 


Stationery, 
'riming, and 
Stumps. 


Advertising 

Newspapers. 


r.,. 


Xul-rii®] 


till January 13291 i 

.. 1830 

. . 1832 j I 

, , 1833 1 


£. s. d. 

13,992 10 2 
15,621 1 6) 
7,418 1 6 
10^,817 , 9 4 


£. s. d. 
5,476 9 8j 
4,457 7 1 
5,767 18 H 
6,556 5 61 
7,639 10 4 


7,684 18 7i 

;,848 3 10 
?,771 8 11 
7.905 16 114 


£. s. d. 
2,123 5 10 
1,743 11 0 
2,388 17 0! 
1,192 10 lOl 
2,829 10 54 


£. s. d. 
2.701 14 14 
2,904 2 9 
3,542 12 114 

1,591 1 5 


£. s. d. 
581 9 4 
491 1 04 
189 10 3 
188 1 11 
156 5 8 


£. s. 4. 

497 10 6 
390 15 10 
414 7 4 
176 5 10 
260 14 3 


£. 8. d, 
227 5 6 
122 18 9 
119 2 6 

132 18 0 


s. d. 
1.074 12 3 
210 13 10 
483 11 10 
560 8 1 
54 17 0 


411 5 *; 
38616 *' 
3311J ' 
311 ll '1 
399 lil'i 
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fotPAVING, &c. fhe STREETS of DUBLIN for Five Years, ending 5th January 1825. 




to PAVING, &c. the STREETS of DUBLIN for Three Years, ending 5fh January 1828. 



Aiouilira, 




Tax 

ItefuQilcd. 


Poundage. 


Watering. 


Itepayments 
of Deposits. 


Inclosing 

Ground, 


Fountains. 


Misccl- 

laucuus. 


Horses 
und Forage. 


Factory 

Isxpcssos. 


Toi'sL, 


f. J. d. 

l.l«? 13 10 
I.W 7 8 


£. s. d. 
3,815 15 8 
i.lG4 8 10 
3.744 0 10 


£. s. i. 

17 9 7 
43 18 3 


£. s. d. 
1,067 15 5 
875 1 6 
906 10 11 


£. s. i. 

491 3 10 
333 5 11 


£. s. d. 

733 11 9 
798 6 9 




£. s. d. 

5 15 0 
357 2 10 
303 17 0 


£. s. d. 

307 19 10 
394 17 6 


£. S. d. 
950 13 9 
SGI 5 2 
1,335 14 6 


£. 5. d. 

1,348 15 li 
1,169 18 1 
1,031 8 4 


£. >. d. 

46,193 10 0 
49,718 3 4j 
40,682 15 7 


PAVING, &e, the STREETS of DUBLIN for Five Years, ending 5th January 1833. 




ADDdfiei, 


Salaries. 


Tax 

Itcfaniled. 


Poundage. 


Watering. 


Repayments 
of Deposits. 


Inclosing 

Grotuid. 


Fountains. 


lauoous. 


Horses and 


Factory 

Jixi>eases, 


'I'OT.SL. 


^ *• i. 
1,!» 0 0 

13 10 
»816 5 

eoi5 0 
SO 15 c 


£■ 1. d. 
4,503 17 8 
4,500 8 8 
4,746 12 5 
1.775 14 4 


£. s. d. 
62 18 11 
40 17 6 
36 4 Oi 
52 6 7 
56 9 11 


£. s. d. 

806 18 6 
891 6 6 
861 15 2 
722 2 6 
831 10 1 


£. s. d, 
1,037 n 11 
1,070 8 4j 
713 10 2 
1,676 19 9 
1,460 2 3 


£. s. d. 
859- 1 11 
811 17 0 
726 11 3} 
666 10 a 
703 12 11 


£, s. d, 
143 15 H 


£. s. d. 
456 14 5 
270 0 2j 
177 19 7 
313 5 3 
991 16 7 


£. $. d. 
55" 15 3 
246 5 10 
295 13 1 
314 10 0 
419 5 1 




:£. s. d. 
126 15 0 


£. s. d. 
46,788 5 6 
41,461 0 7 
40,268 6 7 
35,017 4 9 
41,997 7 5 
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REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON 



Rl^^ATIONS. 133. The Income of the Commissioners is receivable from the following sources : — 
Income. 1. Compositions payable by the corporation of Dublin. 

2. The general paving and lighting taxes. 

3. The watering tax. 

4. 'Paxes for “ private works chargeable.” 

5. Fines. 

6. Sales of scavenging soil. ' ' 

7. Other sales and miscellaneous receipts. . . 



Compositions by 
tbe Corporation of 
Dublin. 

For Paving. 



1. Compositions payable by the city of Dublin. 

The first of these is the composition for Paving. We have already noticed the Act of 1780, 
fixing a composition of £50 yearly to be paid bj' the corporation for the pavements round 
St. Stephen’s Green, and the Act of 1784, fixing the annual sum of £300 sterling out of the 
revenue of the said city arising by tolls and customs for the annual expense of paving and 
keeping in repair “ certain parts” of the city. 

The .\cts of 1786 and 1809 (26 Geo. III. c. 61, s. 79; 47 Geo. III. cap. cix. s. 49) recite 
both the above liabilities of the corporation of Dublin, and charge that body with the two 
annual sums of £300 and £50 ; and in consideration of such payments the corporation of 
Dublin arc thereby discharged and exonerated from the expenses of those pavements. 

These Acts do not repeat the words of the Act of 1784 relative to the •“ revenue of the 
tolls and customs,” &c. • ... 

About lhe years 1818 or 1819, the corporation resisted the payment of the various com- 
positions with \vhich the statvites had so charged them ; in the latter year an .actipn was 
brought against them for one j'ear’s arrear, but they submitted to that action so far as 
respected tlie compositions for pavements, and have since paid the arrear. Of late they have 
paid the £.300 a-year separately, alleging that the commissioners of Stephen’s Green (to 
whom they have made some demi.se of their property in that Green) are liable to make good 
the composition of £50 yearly for the pavements there. 



For Lighting. The next composition is that for Lighting. We have referred to the Act of 1786, (26 Geo. 

III. c. 64, s. 80,) which is followed by the Act of 1807, (s. 50,) fixing the annual sum of £20, 
to be paid by the treasurer of the city to the treasurer of the commissioners of paving and 
lighting, in considei:ation of which the corporation are exonerated from the expenses of 
lighting and maintaining several globes or lamps at the mansion house, Iholsel, and market 
house. 

The corporation of Dublin continue to pay this composition, though not with perfect 
punctuality. ... . , 

For Cleansing. The third composition is for the general Cleansing of the city. It appears by the before- 

mentioned Acts that the cleansing of the streets and other places of the city had originally, 
and up to the year 1784, been conducted under the corporation of Dublin, and that the 
expense had been defrayed by them orit of the revenue arising by tire tolls and customs of 
the city, and that, upon an average of 10 years, it appeared the sum of £2,013 had been 
yearly applied by them for that purpose, and the Acts of 1784, 1786, and 1807, (s. 51,) 
enacted, that the corporation of Dublin should pay, and continue to pay, to the commissioners 
of paving, the annual sum of £2,000 out of the revenue of the city, arising out of the tolls and 
customs of the city, by equal half-yearly payments, on the 25th of March and 29th of Sep- 
tember, and, by the Act of 1807, the commissioners' were invested with the same powers of 
recovering this annual sum as are thereby given them for recovering any of- the rates or 
assessments which may be made under its authority. , . . . 

'rhe corporation of Dublin frora time to time, and up to and for the year ended 25th of 
March 1818, paid the annual sum of £2,000, as well as the sums of £350 and £20. A 
payment of £650, in the year 1822, appears to have been the last made oh account of this 
demand. 

In Easter term 1819, an arrear being due to the commissioners, they commenced ao 
action in the Court of King’s Bench, in the name of their secretary, against the treasurer 
of the corporation, (Alderman Archer,) lor the recovery of the arrears of the several 
compositions then due. The corporation alleged that the annual sum of £,2,000 was 
payable only out of the revenue of the city, “■ arising from the tolls and customs,” and that 
such revenue was unproductive, and insufficient to pay the whole or any part of the sum of 
£2,000, and they proposed that the com'missioiiets should accept of the arrear of the annual 
sums of £20 and £350, without prejudice -to any proceedings they should think fit to adopt 
for the recovery of the arrears of the £2,000 per annum. The commissioners, acceding to 
the representation as to the tolls and customs of the city being unpi’oductive, accepted this 
proposition. 

In Easter term 1821 they commenced a new action. In this the defendant, besides 
denying thai^ he owed the arrear of £6,000, then claimed on account of this composition, 
pleaded specially that, during the three years ended the 25th of March 1821, no revenue 
arose to the corporation out of the tolls and customs of the city, whereoutthey could have 
paid to the commissioners the sum of £6,000 ; and also another plea, stating that they had 
not received xuit.of the tolls and custom^ of the city the sura of £6,000, or any part thereof. 

,In .December 1821 the commissioners filed a bill in the Court of Chancery, setting forth 
the above facts, and praying a discovery in aid of the action at law. They stated that the 
tolls -were not deficient, as alleged by the corporation ; that if they were, such deficiency was 
occasioned by fhe misconduct of the Corporation; tliat the corporation had made illegal 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS IN IRELAND. 



83 DUBLIN. 



demands of foils and customs; that they were in receipt of various market-tolls, &c., and 
received a_ customary payment for ships entering the Port of Dublin; and that there were 
divers femes and a bridge over the Anna Liffey, for which they received certain payments, 
&c. ihe bill also alleged that the corporation had received in every year since 1784, over 
and above the sum paid to the commissioners, an annual sura of £2,000 at the least, out of 
which, if there was, at the time of filing the bill, a deficiency in the toils and customs received 
within the last three years, the commissioners were enlitleil to satisfaction of the arrear. 

The defendant (by demurrer) objected to the discovery and account of the surplus revenue 
received by the corporation in every year since 1784 beyond the sums paid to the commis- 
sioners, alleging that such surplus was not liable to the payment of the arrears of future 
years. By his ansiver, be denied that the corporation had, at any time subsequently to the 
25th Maiph 1818, any funds whereout to discharge the arrears of the annual pavmrent of 
£2,000, inasmuch as the expenses of collecting the tolls and customs had exceeded the 
receipts ; he denied that the deficiency was occasioned by the misconduct of the corporation, 
and said that, if any illegal practices existed, they were wholly unauthorized by the corpo- 
ration; that the tolls and customs collected since the 25th March 1818 were the same as 
existed at the time of the passing of the Act of the 47 Geo. III. ; that in 1818 there was a 
general disposition in Ireland to resist the payment of tolls and customs, and that, since the 
25th March 1818, persons who previously paid tolls and customs without opposition, had 
refused to pay them; that the corporation had been compelled to commence leo-al proceed- 
ings to enforce payment of them, but he did not believe that, if the corporation ^ad acted as 
in bill stated, the payment of the tolls would not have been evaded ; that the corporation and 
their lessees, from time immemoiial, had demanded and received tolls and customs on various 
articles passing into the city, and before the same were sold, and which article.?, with the 
rates of toll, he set forth in a schedule to his answer; that the £2,000 per annum was 
payable out of no other revenue, and that the “revenue” mentioned in the Act meant the 
surplus revenue, if any, arising out of the receipts, after defraying the expenses incurred in the 
collection; that there were divers markets in the city, but none hedd by the corporation, and 
lie believed that the corporation had never received any tolls or customs thereout; that for 
all ships entering the port of Dublin a customary payment was made to the corporation, but 
he contended that such customary payment was not any part of the revenue arising from tolls 
and customs contemplated by the Act 47 Geo. III., and thereby rendered liable to the pay- 
ment of the annual sum of £2,000 ; that these customary payments had been received since 
the 25th of March 1818, and had yielded to them some, but not a considerable income, 
which they applied to their own use, and had not paid over to the commissioners, and he set 
forth in a schedule the amount of this revenue since the 25th March 1818; he admitted that 
there were divers ferries in the city over the Anna Liffey, the rent of which belonged to the 
corporation, but submitted that those rents formed no part of the revenue arising from the tolls 
and customs of the city ; that no separate rent was paid to the coi-poi'ation in respect of the rent 
of the bridge; and in the schedule he set forth the- suras received by the corporation in respect 
of the ferries, (including the bridge,) admitting that they had not been applied in payment of 
the annual sum, but to the use of the corporation. He further stated that the only demise 
made by the corporation of the tolls and customs mentioned in the Act, since the 25th March 
1818, was a demise of the tolls and customs to Alderman John Claudius Beresford, at such 
rent, for such lerm, and with such view, as in the answer mentioned, but that nothing had 
been received in respect of the demise since the 25th March 1818. 

The questions raised upon demurrer were argued before the Master of the Rolls, and 
aftenvards, on appeal, before the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and the House of Lords, and 
t'ere finally disposed of on the 10th of ]\Iay 1827, the House overruling the demurrer, and 
considering that, even admitting that the .surplus of former years was not applicable to the 
payment of ai-rears of future years, the discovery of the revenues actually received in such 
years might be material to furnish presumptive evidence upon the trial of the action. 

Alderman Archer put in his further answer in the cause, with schedules, on the J9th of 
rebriiary 1828. He died in September 1830, and by his death the proceedings abated. 

Alderman James was then appointed treasurer, and a fresh action at law was brought 
against- him .in the Court of Exchequer, in which the commissioners claimed 124 years’ 
an cars of die £2,000 per annum; the defendant put in pleas to the same effect as had been 
pleaded by the former treasurer, and the plaintiff having demurred to the special pleas, the 
demim-ers were argued in Hilary term 1834, and overruled by the Court of Exchequer, who 
considered that, upon the t,rue construction of the Act, it was a valid defence to tlie demand 
0 say, (as the case was presented by one of the pleas,) that “ neither during the 12^ years, 
noi at any time since, had any revenue arisen to the corporation out of the tolls and customs 
other special plea put in) that, “ before the commencement of 
e 124 years, the revenue of the • city mentioned in the Act ceased, and was wholly deter- 
mined and discontinued, without this, that, during the 12* years, or at any time since, bad 
0 coi-poration, or any person on their behalf^ received any sum of money whatsoever for, 
out of, or on account ot^ the said revenue.” 



MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 



The costs of the various proceedings of the commissioners, exclusive of those in the last 
action, have amounted to £ 1,009 8s. 5d. We have not learned that any further proceedings 
have since been taken by the commissioners in prosecution of their demand. 

, The General Paving and Lighting Tax. 

, , .g^nci'al assessment consists, according to the Acts, of five dfiTereut rates; three. ^‘Shting Tax. 
iihposed according to certain valuations of the ye.arly value of the premises rated; a fourth^ 
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according to a certain rate, by the square yard of the ground in front; and the fifth, ac- 
cording to a certain rate by the yard, lineal measure, of the premises in front. 

The rates assessed according to valuation are imposed upon private buildings situate within 
the limits, as defined by the Acts. The first of these is a rate, not exceeding in any one 
year 4.t. 6cZ. in the pound, of the former currency, upon private buildings, (except the houses, 
&c., on the east, north, and west sides of Rutland-squarc, from No. 1 to No. 48, mentioned 
in the 2.5 Geo. III. c. 43,) where they are valued at a yearly sum of £10 of the former 
currency or upwards. 

Tile second is a rate not exceeding 35. 6cf. in the pound, of the former currency, upon such 
buildings, where they are valued at a yearly sum less than £10 of the former currency. 

The exception made as to the above-mentioned houses in Rutland-square introduces a 
third rate of this class, which is assessed by a separate deed, in which the tax is abated in a 
proportion below the first rate, with the view of giving to the inhabitants of those houses an 
exemption corresponding with that intended by the 25 Geo. III. c. 43. When the first rate 
is at the maximum of 45. 6(i. in the pound, the Rutland-square rate, for paving and cleaning 
-only, is assessed at 3s. (late currency) in the pound. 

Ihcse assessments are imposed according to valuations of several descriptions : 

1st. A.S the buildings at the time of the assessment shall be rated or valued for the collec- 
tion of ministers’ money ; or, — if not valued for ministers’ money, — 

2dly. As the same shall then he rated or valued for the collection of watch money; or,— if 
not valued for ministers’ or watch money, — 

3dly. As the same shall then be rated or valued for the support of the Workhouse and 
Foundling Hospital; or, — if not valued for any of the said purposes, — then, 

4thly. As the same shall have been valued by virtue of the 26 Geo. III. c. 61, or any 
formoi- Act in that Act in that respect referred to ; or, — 

5thly. As the same shall have been valued under the 47 Geo. III. cap. cix. and 51 
Geo. in. cap. ccxxi. 

The Act referred to in the 26 Geo. III. c. 57 (ss. 52, 53) appears to be the 23, 24 Geo. 
III. c. 57 (ss. 22, 23, 24, 25, &c.,) which again refers to the 13, 14 Geo. III. c. 22, and gives 
a mode of assessment where no valuation for watch money, or as thereinbefore mentioned, 
had been made. 

The 13, 14 Geo. III. (ss. 37, 38) directed that the rates should be made in the proportion 
of tlie rates then made towards the support of the watch. 

The 23, 24 Geo. III. (s. 25) directed, tliat five of the commissioners (thereunder) should 
appoint four persons “ to value the rent which the houses were worth, if let to a solvent 
tenant.” 

The 2Gth Geo. III. (ss. 58, 59) directed, that the commissioners (thereunder) should 
nominate three persons conversant in building “to value according to the mode which had 
been usually pursued in valuing houses for ministers’ and Foundling Hospital money, and not to 
the utmost rent they might be let for; provided, that none should be valued to a greater 
extent than they then might be valued at for ministers’ money.” This has been followed by 
the 47 Geo. III. (s. 38) and 54 Geo. III. (s. 3) in similar terms. 

Under these various codes, some premises have been valued at remote periods, others 
recently; some with a limit to the valuation, others without any. The modes of estimating, 
too, have been various, and the old valuatioAs are adopted without reference to subsequent 
depreciation or increase in value, and in no case open to alteration or amendment. 

7'hcse assessments (on private buildings) are objected to, generally, on account of tlieir 
very unequal pressure, resulting from the nature of the valuations on which they are founded. 

It is not necessary in this place to dwell upon the impropriety of regulating the taxation by 
tlic valuation for ministers’ money. 

That standard was in principle condemned by the legislature, — in the Act 5 Geo. IV., loe. 
and pers., cap. cxviii., “ lor the new valuation of the houses in Dublin, and for the more equal 
payment of the local taxes,” — which adopted the report of a committee of the House of Com- 
mons, in 1822, appointed to inquire into the subject. The committee, by that report, found,— 

“ That the valuation for ministers’ money was in a great majority of cases made at very 
remote periods of time ; 

“That the houses so valued have in a variety of cases become very much depreciated in 
actual value, so as to be no longer able to contribute to the local taxation of the city accoixling 
to such original valuation, and that the valuation for ministers’ money of the houses more 
recently built within the city of Dublin is liable to much abuse ; 

“And tliat these evils were the more pressing, there not having been (as the report finds) 
any power by which, according to law, a valuation of any of the houses for ministers’ monej’, 
when once made, could be altered or amended without the authority of Parliament.” 

The Lord Lieutenant was, therefore, (on the recommendation of the committee,) empowered 
to appoint throe commissioners for a new valuation, and several provisions were made for 
carrying the measure into effect, including the reconsideration of their valuation by the 
commissioners in case of complaint. The commissioners (s. 18) were commanded to make 
their report (in the manner thereby directed) to the Lord Lieutenant, to be by him laid before 
his Majesty and both Houses of Parliament, “ so that from and upon such report Parliament 
may be enabled to make due provision for the assessing of the local taxes payable by the 
occupiers of all such houses, according to the respective annual I'alue of such houses, and as 
justice shall require.” 

The Act was passed on the 17th June 1824. The commissioners presented their report on the 

18th June 1830, and it was laid before Parliament, but nothing has since been done upon it. 
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The new valuation made by the commissioners will be noticed in a subsequent part of MUNICIPAL 
this Report. ^ ^ REGULATIONS. 

With respect to the description of houses included within the generul paving and lighting 
assessinent, a complaint was made to usrespectingthe rating of certain portions of'‘the Com- 
aercial Buildings under the following circumstances t-The premises have one front to 
College Green which is rated to ministers’ money, as one house, at £60 per annum, and 
another front to Cope-street which is so rated, as two houses, each at £20 per annum 
There are besides, six buildings, used as mercantile ofSces, the hall doors of which open 
uito an interior court, through which a thoroughfare on foot is allowed by day, but by 
night the doois at each end are closed. These six buildings are assessed separately to 
ministers money at £20 per annum each, and the commissioners of paving conceive they 
are not authonxed to exempt any part so valued; but, neither the paving nor lighting of 
the iiiteiioi couit being perforrned by the commissioners, the occupiers considered thlm- 
selves aggrieved in being compelled to pay the tax. 

The next rate contemplated by the Acts is a rate upon public buildings (except those used Rate by square 
as charitable establishments, for the purposes of religious worship, &c.) within the limits of the measure, 
jurisdiction of the commissioners, and within the extent of the pavements, shinglinw or vravellin v 
and the public lights, notexceedmg Is. (of the late currency) by the year for eve™ smare yarcl 
of the giound fiontmg to or on the side of such buildings, between them, or the ground 
belonging to them, and the centre of the street, &c.; or, at any quay, dock, square, or street 
hul l upon one side only, then, according to the number of square yards between each 
building, and the enclosure ofsiich quay, &c. 

Tire commissioners have used a discretionary power of assessing certain premises at a lower 
rate by the square yard than others. 

The aftli IS a rate upon all other such warehouses, stables, and out-ofBces, not liable to Rate by linear 
be rated or assessed to ministers’ money, and all dead walls and void spaces of ground metul 
adjoining any street, &c„ within the limits, save as aforesaid, not exceeding the rate of 3s (of 
the late cuirency) for every yard lineal measure of such warehouse, &c„ along the side of such 
!em proper*'* “ •“ ‘be commissioners in their discretion shall 

The commissioners have availed themselves of this discretionary authority to divide this 
rate "ito two the one upon warehouses, coachhouses, stables, aiiij out-ofBces, generally, in the 
terras of the Act ; the other upon certain dead walls and void spaces of grimnd the rates 
and sums of money mentioned in a schedule annexed to their deed of assessment. 

■Ihis mode of varying the rate by wayoi lineal measure in respect of each particular holding 
was hist adopted 111 1829, one of the commissioners visiting the respective premises, and from 
personal obsenation and consideration of the circumstances fixing what he deemed an equitable 
rate upon each. There has not been a similar inspection since 1829. But alteratioM have 
been made, m which the commissioners are guided by the alteration in value of the 

premises from time to time. 

influenced by any consideration as to the advantage the particular owner 
ra y deni e from the expenditure of the tax on the street or lane ; nor have they at all apXd 

ltd ora nffle of *e tax upon warehouses, coachhouses, smbles 

and out-offices, nor considered the propriety of reducing the rate affecting such premises 

lesltdX'kvw "o’’ oo^Plo'" particularly of this rate, and® in some cases have 

es ed t he my. One ground of complaint made is, that such out-offices are actually included 
m tire valuation of the principal premises or dwelling-house to ministers’ money and tlmt 
consequently, the parties are thus twice rated to this tax for the same matter. AiSthei geilS 

All to hasT'*““‘ “'.“'fV" are situate, no portion of 

the to has been expended, for years together, in any improvement benefiting the occupiers 
In imposing the tax, the commissioners first come to resolutions declaratory of thf rates p f 
ptlrThTillnlmf t’" “’%'iw® aai aftarevards execute a deed of assessment, C™Ss?l=,'s in 

amountossessfrl . ’ ' T ^ containing no specification of the imposing the Rates. 

CnT, "““V'P™, particular premises, except in the instances where they use the discre- 
fnt tbj above described. We have been furnished with a copy of the deed of assessment 

In everrhistance’tff’’'f ’d' "’•'‘a'* f>®ars date the lOth of that month, 

pavremcntrshinllw o^ ® restricts the assessments to premises “within the extent of the 
they ought not to osfe ’ ‘”fi’ “d the jiitblic lights.” The commissioners consider that 

sh4leo;V ™r?b 1 ‘bat extent, and that they must bol/i “pave, 

but they do^iret t “ '‘glits” there, in order to authorize the tax; 

ndvantjgt rnotTxfonlS'' '^y to which those 

f (ff‘ ‘1“ year commencing the 5th .January 1833) 

order of the Boarrl E W' houses in Rutland Square ; but the 

out aad levied accoSgly!“ assessment wa,s made 

nh«h‘eT’ro\°’,’^rPl“‘ti"g 'he partieular sums of money ou the respective promises is left Applolling 
» l« the vlre ‘“‘’“I” ”b« “llcctc information, as he can, 

"lent square nv V on them, and upon measurements, where measure- 

The the ground of chaise, the particular amounts to be paid. 

III. s. 45) in cases of tenemen^ts empty Deductions and , 
half only of the ,-,ti • ^ ? i ^ i x months m any one year, in which case one- Exemptions. 

^tes fo/raore tl ot tw or other place is chargeable for any of the 

uchons are made from the assessment under two other heads, also; the one for 

M 
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“ items erroneously charged and discontinued,” and the other for “ tax discontinued for want 
of legal means of recovery.” The 54 Geo. III. exempts (s. 5) “any prison, sessions-house, or 
bridge,” and “ any house or building whatsoever, so long as the same shall be used only as 
a charitable establishment, or for the purposes of religious worship,’ and (s. 6) “ any sufficiently 
fenced or enclosed lot or plot of ground, being laid out for the purpose of building houses 
thereon in front to any street or public passage, and which lot or plot has not any building 
erected thereon, but is actually in waste and out of use or profit.” 

We send with this Report a return, for the year 1&3*2, of the items discontinued for Want o. 
legal means of recovery ; the following are among the grounds of exemption : — 



Houses. 

“ Alms-house.” 

“ Hospital.” 

“ Nunnery.” 

“ Charity-school.” 

“ Down.” “■ Dispensary.” 

“ Ruins.” 

“ Waste.” 

“ Unfinished.” 

“ Building-ground.” 

“ New and unfinished.” 

“ New and unset.” 

“ Not valued.” 

“ No. 109, part of No. 110.” 
“ Rebuilt. To value.” 

“ Now part of Tan-yard.” 

“ Error in collection.” 



Stables, Walls, Yards, &c. 

“ New' Chapel and Rail-road.” 

“ Not in a thoroughfare.” 

“No recovery.” 

“ No entrance.” 

“ Passage closed up.” 

“ Not admitted.” 

“ One concern with No. 30.” 

“ Appurtenant.” 

“ Waste.” 

“ Building-ground.” 

“ Built on.” 

“ Two houses built on this yard.” 

“ Valued for Watch-tax.” 

“ New Plouses valued for Watch-tax.” 
“ To value.” 

“ Houses now valued.” 

“ Carrier-yard.” 

“ Erroneous.” 



In the same return are the items discontinued in that year “ from errors in charge ■” among 
the ground of discontinuance, we find, 

“ Watch valuation.” 

“ Already valued.” 

“ Error in valuation.” 

“ Error in measurement.” 

“ Error.” 

“ Down.” 

“ Down, and to value.” 

“ Reduced.” 

“ Charge reduced.” 

The Collection of the tax is much more efficient now than under the commissioners who 
formed the Board up to 1827. The amounts returned as “insolvent arrears” were formerly 
seldom less than £7,000 ; but they now seldom exceed £3,000. Every case of application for 
exemption from tax, whether on the ground of insolvency or on any other ground, undergoes 
investigation, before an order for exemption is made by the Board; the inspector of taxes 
makes personal inspection for the purpose of verifying the collector’s returns of arrears; and 
at the close of every year a particular inquiry is instituted by one of the commissioners as to 
the uncollected ari-ears of the year but one before ; and when negligence can be established 
against the collectors, they are charged wdth the amount lost by iheir default. ^ In a recent 
instance a collector was charged with a sum of £45 12.9. 6ri., which, in the opinion of the 
hoard, mioht have been collected by him if he had used due diligence. 

3. The'^Vat.ering Tax. 

The watering-tax is a separate rate assessed under the 54 Geo. III., which provides (s. 21) 
that every public building, dwelling-house, messuage, or tenement, dead wails, and void spaces 
of ground, in any street or public passage, “ the majority of the householders or persons liable 
to pay the public taxes of which may make application in writing to the said commissioners 
to have the same watered,” shall pay to the commissioners a tax, to he rated on all such 
buildings, &c. in proportion to their extent in front to such street, for the purpose of watering 
the same, at a rate not exceeding 7d. by the foot, nimiing measure, in a street built on both 
sides, and in a street built on one side only not exceeding 1,9. by the foot, “ to be applied to 
watering such street or public passage.” 

Under this authority the commissioners make an assessment annually, about the month ot 
August. On receiving requisitions signed by a majority of the inhabitants of a street, &c- 
they send a person round to ascertain the autheniicity of the signatures; and, afienvards, 
they include the whole in one deed of assessment, in which the streets, &c. built upon both 
sides are first enumerated and assessed at a certain rate per foot, and, next, those built on one 
side only. The rate in 1833 was Zd. per foot on the former and 6d. on the latter. The de^ 
does not contain the specific items charged on each tenement or occupier ; which is left, as m 
the general assessment, to the ascertainment of a subordinate officer. 

4. Taxes for “ Private Works Chargeable.” „ 

Special Assessments for several new works are also made, under the heads of “ Sewers. 

“ Paving,” “ Flagging,” and “ Enclosing waste ground,” and are usually classed together un 
the denomination of “ Private works chargeable,” being charged upon particular propiie oi 
only. 
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The Acts provide that the commissioners, giving notice, may call upon the proprietors of eSamons 
premises to compomri with them for sad. works; and in case the composition shall not be 
made, or the notice shall not be attended to, the commissioners are empowered to execute 
the works and to defray the costs thereof out of the funds arising under the Acts ; and in 
deiault ofrepayment, the same shall remain a charge on the premises liable, into whose hands 
“e'inhabited'”'*^ P™prietor or occupier when the same shall 

It is enacmd that the expenses of making, enlarging, repairing, or cleansing of sewers, in 
any street shall be assessed upon all buildings, public or private, dead walls and void spaces, 
m such street, according to the extent of them in front, lineal measure; and premises 
heneflted by means of a cross drain leading into a mam sewer, are likewise made liable, 
provided that the whole sum assessed for any new sewer shall not exceed £18 by the perch 
and that the whole ol any such sums to be assessed shall not exceed the sums Ltually ex’ 
pended by the commissioners. •' 

The other assessments only arise where the footways have not yet been flagged, or the 
carrage ways paved or shingled by the owners or proprietors thereof, or such void spaces, or 
building plots, not being sufficiently fenced or enclosed. ^ 

The commissioners state that they have felt embarrassed as to the construction to be put 
on the clauses directing that the proprietors should compound with them for such works 
In practice they ^nsider it merely as requiring a notice to the parties to apprize them of the 
intentions of the Board, and the charges they will have to meet. 

1 he usual course is merely this : the commissioners have an estimate of the expense of the 
work prepared by one of their officers; and, having given notice to the parties liable, submit 
It to the inspection of such of them as may attend. They do not enter into a treaty of any 
kind with the parties as to the execution of the work. •' 

In the case of making new sewers, they now advertise for proposals, and enter into con- 
t!-ac^ with the lowest bidder. In all other cases they execute the work by their own workmen. 

The account of Je disbnrsemenfs on account of each particular " work chargeable,” is not 
kept sepal ately. They are brought under general heads of expenditure; and, consequently 
when the assessment is to be made, much seems to be left to an arbitrary calculation 
• Commons Street, a contract was entered 

into for £442 17s_/d. for 63 perchc^ 13 feet at £6 IS.. lOd. per perch of 16^ feet in the 
former, and for £20 5.. 8d. for 16 perches 3 feet at £7 8s. 6d. per perch in the latter, 

?’ O n^i .1 P amount assessed was £.587 4s. 4l£, viz. on Mayor Street 

for 2,035^ feet, at 4s. 6^d., £462 4s. 4h_d.-, on Commons Street for'SOO feet, at 5s.,^£125 
Some allowances were made to the contractor beyond the amount of his contract, and the 
commissioners added a charge for their own overseer at 4s. 4d. a-day, apportioned on each 

work;tl^se, and the sums paid under the contract, amounted on Mayor Street to £463 10s M 

and on Commons Street to £125 2s. lOd. ^ ' ’’ 

Again, for deepening the main sewer in Lower Gardiner Street, the oflicer estimated the 
probable expense of the work at £162 2s. 8A, viz. for 800f. .hi. at 2.9. per foot The 
actual expenses were returned at £159 M.v. 7d.. e.xclnsively of the overseer's wages', which 
being added, the amount would have exceeded the estimate; and the amount of the estimate 
only was assessed. 

Again for paving m Harmony Row and Erne Street, where the pavement had been in 
K of the proprietors, consequently, ivere not liable, a sum of 

Jcis. /rf. was assessed. The entire street was re-formed upon the occasion, and the 
assessment upon those considered liable was made up in the following manner • each nro- 
Fie tor was charged lor so many feet of black curb-stone at 7d. per foot ; for so many square 
per yaid shingling 

The commissioners pay for black ciirb-stdnc only id. per foot; and the additional 3d was 
a mere estimated sum lor carriage, aad labour in setting it. The other charges were made 
up ill like manner. ° 

Deeds imposing these assessments are not, it appears, regularly executed; and nothing 
appeals to have been done m the instances here noticed beyond the entries made by theofficer 
in a book, entitled, “Assessments for Works chargeable.” ^ 

The general fund of the commissioners usually sustains a loss under these assessments 
;L“,Ti'““- ® inaWe to repay the expense, and whore there are 

cnai liable institutions, or other premises exempt by law, the relative proportions in re,spect of 
tilcm camiot be assessed on proprietors of the other premises in the street. 

the Commissioners who inquired into the management of this Board in 1825-26 
recommended that the assessment for sewei-s should become a general tax on all the inhabit- 
mrt'" 1 these local assessments press, occasionally, with severity on the owners of 

P^™ses ; and if an adequate control over the expenditure were vested in the rate 
all' ° to us that, the suggestion might be extended to the removal of 

du ine special charges upon the inhabitants of particular streets. 

miscellaneous sources, as Fines for Fines, S.ales of sca- 

siderPfl ^ scavenging Manure, &c. _ The value of the scavenging manure is con- vengin^r Soi], and 

konn much depreciated since shingling was substituted for paving, ivhich it has Mis‘'ellaneous Ile- 

generally, since the year 1830. ceipts. 

snspoiided about three months before onr Inquiry, in conse- 
»ip cor • 1 procoeduigs relative to the oflice of secretary, hereinafter noticed, which 

Co ■ / Ki affected the jurisdiction of the commissioners to levy them, 

nsi erable suras are annually paid in to the commissioners as deposits. 

M 2 
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The occasions for making such deposits are, upon licences being granted for the making or 
cleansing of private sewers, for setting area grates, and the like; erecting palings for buildings, 
and for new flagging before particular houses. The officer makes an estimate on each occasion 
of the probable expense, and repayments are made for the excesses of estimates, the amounts 

of which are required to be deposited, over the actual expense. 

134. The Expenditure of the Commissionei's may be divided into two principal heads ; viz.the 
Expenditure on their establishment, and their 
Expenditure on their works. 

The expenditure on their Establishment consists of 

] . Annuities. 

2. Salaries and allowances. 

3. Incidental expenses. 

The Act of 1807 provided certain Annuities for the Board of Commissioners, then super- 
seded, and their staff of officers ; and it was enacted, “ that those yearly sums^ shall cease and 
determine, and be no longer paid or payable to any of the said corrimissioners, or other 
officers who, at any time, after the passing of this Act, shall be appointed to any office or 
employment under this Act, or to any other office or employment under his Majesty’s 
Government, the annual salary and profits of which shall not be less than the annual sums by 
this Act directed to be paid to such commissioners and officers respectively ; and in case they 
should be less, then it was provided, that only so much of the sums payable under the Act 
should cease as should be equal to such salary and profits. 

In no instance has any one of those annuitants been appointed to office or employment 
under the Act. Some of them had served for very short periods. In a single instance one of 
them was appointed to an employment under Government. The results as to the amount of 
tax levied upon the citizens under this clause, and still leviable, appear by the following table 













Total 


Annual 


Name. 


Former Office. 


Had served in Office 


provided by 


Charge Ceased 


Payments 
to January 


Cliarge 
still sub- 








the Act. 






SlStlDg. 








£ 




£ 


£ 


Hugh Henry Mitchell . . 


jSenior Com-| 


20 years .... 


300 


On death, 2nd April 1830. 


6,600 




Robert Alexander, jun. . 


Commissioner. 


12 years . . • 


200 


f On appointment iinderGo-l 


5,200 

3,300 


200 


Richard Cane .... 


Commissioner. 


7 years 7 months . 


200 


i vernment, 22nd February 
( 1824. J 










7 years 4 months 


200 








Joseph Mason Ormsby 


Commissioner. 


.1 years 9 months 


200 


On death, 20th Aug. 1820. 




200 


Siephvu Ormsby . . . 


Commissioner. 


3 years 6 months 


200 






SirWilliam Jackson Homan,! 


Secretary 


S years 9 months . 


200 




5,200 


200 


Henry Gore Sankey . . 


Treasurer . 


22 years 3 months . 


150 


On death, 22nd Aug. 1821. 


2,100 




Samuel Greene ... 


( Inspector of! 
1 Accounts . j 


16 years 6 months 


100 




2,600 


100 


Total .... 






1,750 


Total . . 


38,000 


900 



Salaries. 



OfOfficers to be 
appointed by the 
Lord Lieutenant. 



Thus a sum of £38,000 in actual payments, and a continuing charge of £900 a-year, have 
been incurred for persons, few, if any, of whom had any sort of claim ; who, if fit for official 
duty, ought to have been appointed to perform it ; if unfit, ought not to have been pensioned 
upon the citizens. 

With regard to Salaries: 

We have to observe that in no instance has any saving been effected in the amount of 
salaries specified in the Act: the maximum, or sum, which the salary is “■ not to exceed," 
has always been adopted as the standard. 

This applies to all the Officers, who are in the Appointment of the Lord Lieutenant, 
including the Commissioners themselves. 

The Act directs (47 Geo. III. s. 11,) that there shall be paid, out of the funds thereby 
arising, such yearly salary as the Lord Lieutenant shall direct, viz. 

£ s. d. 

To the first, or senior Commissioner, not exceeding 600 0 0 

To each of the other Commissioners - - - \ 500 0 0 

Not exceeding £500 - - - •• - | 500 0 0 



£1,600 0 0 

The 14th section gives to the Lord Lieutenant power to appoint and remove at will the 
following officers : 

At a yearly salary not exceediag 

£ S. d. 



1. The Supervisor of Works for the north side of the 

river Liffey 400 0 0 

2. Ditto south ditto 400 0 0 

3. The Secretary ; the salary of this officer was in- 

creased by the 54 Geo. III. from a sum not 

exceeding £200 to a sum not exceeding - - 300 0 0 

4. The Treasurer (who shall also be accountant and 

comptroller of the taxes) ... - 500 0 0 



£1,600 0 0 
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The total annual charge on the inhabitants, thus placed in the power of the Lord Lieu- MDNICIP.IL 

tenant, amounts to the sum of £3,200; and that amount has regularly been levied in every KSSOhATIONS. 

year since the passing of the Acts, except where officers were under suspension ^ 

for°four“yeaS ’»« under suspension 

Durinv this period the bnsiness of the office of supervisor for the whole city .was performed 
by a single supervisor, wi h an assistant for each side of the city. As no practical incon 
venience was found to result from that arrangement, it seems the salary of one of those officers 
might now be spared to the public. •’ vac uiulbib 

A serious misapplication of the funds has prevailed with respect to the salai-ies of the offices 
of secretary and treasurer. vmves 

The Commissmners of Inquiry of 1826 reported Mr. William Little, the then secretary to 
be a geutleman much advanced in age and unequal to give any laborious attention to *e 
business of the office ; they ako reported the incapacity and highly culpable irregularities of 
Mr. Simon Bngley, the clerk in the secretary’s office. o r 6 

They discovered many abuses in the treasurer’s department, upon which the then tren 
surer, Mr. James Hendrick, on the 5th January 18*26. resigned his office! On 
the Commissioners of Paving reported his resignation to Mr. Secretary Goulburn, and that 
as the business of the Board could not proceed without the active duties of treasurer, they had 
appointed Mr. John Reily, of their establishment, to act until the pleasure of the Lord 
Lieii^nant as to the appointment of a treasurer should be reported to them. On the 19th 
Mr. Goulburn vvrote m reply, ■> that his Excellency approved of the temporary arrangement 

they had made for the discharge of the duties of the office." ‘ ' g ment 

On the 5th of February iSp Mr. Goulburn addressed the Commissioners of Paying 
acquainting them of the removal of Major Taylor from the office of eommissioncr, « that mI 
Lillies age and infirmities appeared to render him unfit for the situation of secretary, and 
that therefore the Lord Lieutenant had been pleased to direct Mr. Reily to take upon him 
the duties el that office until the final arrangement should be made with respect to the Board 

fThTl!!’!!”!'''’ i 1 ,°“ ?‘*i tufotiued by letter as follows : 

Ihe Loid Lieutenant has had under his consideration the report of Mr Hall and Mr 
Preemaii, appointed by him to inquire into the affairs of the Paving Board; the result of the 
examination of that Report, and of the evidence annexed to it, has been to satisfy his Excel 
lencT of the propriety ot your conduct in the situation which you filled under the Board,' and 
of the useful assistance which yon rendered to the gentlemen appointed to inquire into its 
proceedings. With a view to mark his Excellency’s approbation of your condncUio has given 
directions to the Board to appoint you to act as their secretary.” ^ 

beemriedffito Lorf Lieutenant should 

These proceedings, were not, in form, in compliance with the Act, which required the Lord 
Lieutenant to appoint or remove those officers " by writing under hand and seal," and 
to direct the yearly suins to he paid to them '■ by warrant under hand and seal.” In sub- 
slance, the provisions of the Act have been still more widely departed from. Mr Reily has 
performed the duties of secretary, but has been in regular receipt of the salary of trejurer 
which salary he never was authorized to receive,— exceeding the salary of secretary by 
£200 a-year. Mr. Little has not, from 1827 to the present time, done any duty, and has 
icmved the salary of secretary, and other emoluments besides. ^ ’ 

linl. (*ough Mr. Reily preserves a .superintendence, which we view as 

little mote than nominal) have actually been performed by the chief clerk in the treasurer's 

office, who has a salary of £90 per annum. no treasmei s 

Additional allowances have been made to Mr. Little, and appear not only unmerited by 

MklTo’fte effi "“'y “"''■"■'“"■‘Mt. ‘iKt =“ntes having enacted that the sums to be 
paKl to me officers should not exceed the amounts therein specified. 

for these irregularities the commissioners contend that they are not responsible. 

Ih. V, f ’.? Levison Gower, (chief secretary.) dated the 27th July 1829 

cy stated that “ m a verbal communication which the three Commissioners had with 

tthThS',; "u 

rnnl elyi? ■ “ f '>■'» 1 hn PMn paid aecordiiivly |nd 

1827 M "'n . “llo'tanM »f fuel and candles up to this time and in December 
oociiffied hv 1>“‘ ■» possession of the apartments in the paving house, before 

obtafn snort ‘ , **'“*”' “f'un'stances Mr. Little was obhVed to 

with thT!-crr“'‘’°?“’ *r S"‘ “/ "" u*’ £S7 10s. per annum, wo have paid, 

M L ttksh n ”n n '■ ’"i™*’’ who directed that 

tliould proSLmfisc” Act 

They then say that the public had not suffered any loss, as Mr. Reily (who was getting 
secrelar/T'l"v,^^'i^'^ of £300 a-year) had not partaken of any part of the emoluments of 
of Cnv f*^^*^*^ gratuitously since his appointment; and they request the sanction 

t?rl;Snu?nce'' theretofore made to Mr. Little, and submit the question of 

August following, Lord Francis Levison Gower signified the Lord 
accoTn?m myoh^i^on of the payments theretofore made to Mr. Little, and upon his 
unt, and of their being continued until further directions.” ^ 

inent ft’equently) called the attention of Govera- 
e embarrassments arising from the want of legal appointments in their officers, 
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but no remedy has been applied. Among other things, it is directed by the 23d section of 
the 4/ Geo. III. that summonses in certain cases should be signed by the secretary ; and the 
commissioners hare been advised that there is a serious doubt, whether proceedings fop 
penalties, grounded upon summonses to appear before the commissioners, are valid, from the 
want of the sisnal.ure of a duly appointed secretary- The expedient has been proposed, that 
Mr. Little (who resides in Sligo) should sign the summonses ; but the true remedy of making 
a /jona fide appointment, (by which £500 a-year might be saved to the public,) has not been 
at all suggested. _ _ . 

An allowance has also been made to Mr. Brigley, in justification of which the commis- 
sioners adduce a letter of Mr. Gregory, (under secretary) addressed to them on the 23d 
November 1830, in which he s^’’s “ with reference to your Report of the 15th instant, I am, 
to acquaint you by the Lord £,ieutenant’s desire, that his Grace, upon consideration of Mr, 
Br-gloy’s long services, and the law not authoi'izing the granting him a superannuation allow- 
ance, is pleased to approve of your paying to him out of your funds a gratuity of £200, and in 
quarterly payments, as you propose.” _ . -j v , 

The commissioners immediately ordered the first instalment, and have since paid the entire. 
It is not easy to appreciate the distinction taken here between what the law would not authorize, 
and what the Lord Lieutenant did authorize ; the gratuity and the superannuation allowance 



appear equally objectionable. 

The sums already paid under these proceedings, amount as follows ; 

£ s. d. 

1. Excess of £200 a-year, paid to Mr. Reily as acting treasurer, 

when in reality he was acting secretary, seven years from 

1827 to 1834 J-^400 0 0 

2. Salary of £300 a-year Irish paid to Mr. Little, who did not 

perform any duty, ditto ------- 2,100 0 0 

£3,500 0 0 

Present currency - - 3,230 15 4^ 

3. Allowances to Mr. Little beyond his salary - - - 240 12 6 

4. Allowance to Mr. Brigley 200 0 0 

Total - - - £3,671 7 lOi 



The Commissioners of Inquiry who reported in 1826, proposed “ that the office of 
treasurer should be abolished altogether, and a person appointed merely for the receipt 
and ])aymcnl of money, called the pay clerk.” On the supposal of an Act of Parliament 
being necessary, or of a bill having been brought in for the purpose, no change has since 
been made ; but it is obvious, that the recommendation could have been effected simply 
by appointing the clerk who does the business of pay clerk, to be the treasurer, and at his 
existing salary. 

We next come to those Officers and servants who are in the Appointment of the commis- 
sioners y they are, 

1. The collectors. 

2. Other officers or servants. 

1. As to the collectors, it is provided that the commissioners may appoint not less than 
four, nor more than ei erht, for collecting the taxes thereby imposed, and pay them such sum or 
sums of money as the said commissioners shall think proper, “■ not exceeding at the rate of 
6cZ. in the pound on the sums which sliall be collected by such collectors respectively under 
the authority of this Act, as and for their full salary and remuneration for the business of their 
said offices respectively." 

The commissioners have observed this clause so far as related to the collectors’ poundage 
upon the general paving and lighting assessment; but on the other assessrnents, viz. those 
for watering, for sewers, and other “ works chargeable,” we found a shilling in the poundhad 
been miiforinly allowed; separate collectors also, over and above the eight collectors of the 
general tax, were occasionally appointed. 

7’he commissioners, on our pointing out this overcharge, took steps to prevent its recurrence 
in future. 

The commissioners are further restricted as to the remuneration of their other officers and 
servants by the 47 Geo. III., whereby it is provided that they “ shall and may pay to such 
other officer or officers, servant or ser\^ants, so appointed or to be appointed by them, or to 
such oflier person or persons, not being an officer or officers, servant or servants, of the sad 
corporation, who shall be aiding or assisting in and about the execution of any part of tha 
Act, such reasonable salary or salaries, allowance or allowances, in consideration of such 
their office or assistance, as' the said commissioners shall judge reasonable, not exceeding m 
the whole the mm q/' £2,500 in any one year." 

Although an apparent compliance with this proviso is maintained, yet, under the con- 
struction of it adopted by the commissioners (and for which, upon statements made hy 
themselves, they have obtained some very eminent legal sanction,) it has failed to effect that 
restraint upon their acts for which we conceive it was intended. _ , , 

In the year 1810, the excess of salaries and allowances to officers beyond the limit appointed 
by the Act was found to amount to £1,921 12s. 2d., and an objection to allowing the accoun 
was made by the Commissioners of Imprest Accounts. 

The Commissioners of Paving thereupon stated a case for the opinion of the Attorney 
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General (Mr. Saurin.) They divided the officers in question into five classes described as 
below, and obtained the following opinions upon them. 

No. i. Statement.— “ Officers employed under the Commissioners for Paving &c who 
superintend only, and do not work with their hands,— of which those officers who superintend 
the granite pavement, and the making of sewers,— are not considered bv them as coming 
within the meaning of the Act limiting the salaries to £‘2,500 a-year, and likewise those 
employed as informers of nuisances, as you will find in sect. 124 of said Act, tiiat the Com- 
missioners for Paving, &c. are authorized to pay them out of the tines on nuisances.*’ 

Opinion. In the return. No. 1, a^e included persons employed as informers of nuisances 
« and persons employed for the purposes of granite pa^-ement and sewers. It does not seem to 
«me that either of the descriptions fall within the 15th sect, of the Act. As to the forraer»a 
»particular fund is provided for their payment by the Act. The latter, as I conceive, are hired 
«by the corporation, as a master mason or a master carpenter would be, in case any work in 
“the line of their trades should require to be executed on behalf of the corporation ; and though 
« they would direct, and superintend, and employ others to execute the manual labour of the work, 
“it would not follow that they w^ere to be considered as officers or servants of the corporation 
“ any more than such persons would be servants of any other person who should employ them • 
“and if this shall appear to the Commissioners of Imprest Accounts to be the fact as to these 
“persons employed about the granite pavement and the sewers, I think they should not 
“consider the_ payment to them as falling within the restriction of the £2,500 mentioned in 
“the 15th section of the Act of Parliament.” 

With respect to the inspectors of nuisances tliis opinion seems erroneous in assuming, from 
the statement, that a particular fund is provided for their payment by the Act.” ° 

By the 124th section, where the disposal of penalties is not particuJarly directed, the com- 
missionei-s may, if they think proper, order the whole of said penalty, or'any part thereof to 
be paid to the informer ; so that the fines for nuisances do not form any peculiar fund ’for 
payment of the inspectors’ salaries. The 15th section, which imposes the limitation, makes 
no distinction as to the fund from which the officers’ salaries are to be drawn • the 
124th section styles the inspector of nuisances an « officer ; ” and the salaries of the inspectors 
seem, thus, to fall directly within the restrictive provision of the Act. But even if there were 
any foundation for holding that sums of money beyond the legal limit might be paid to the 
inspectors of nuisances out, of the fines on nuisances, the fact fails to support the argument. 
There is no special allocation of the penalties. The whole amount levied is paid into the 
general fund; it falls far short of the salaries of the inspectors; and besides, sundry sums on 
account of nuisances, are paid to various other persons. * 

Thus,in the year ended 5th January 1833, the facts stood thus : 



MUNiciP.yr, 

REGULATIONS. 



Paid to inspectors of nuisances 
To sundries . _ _ 

Received by fines for nuisances 

Leaving a deficiency of 



£. s. d. 
353 15 6 
35 0 4| 



388 15 lOT 
122 4 44 



£266 11 6 



■ r composed, for the most part, of daily payments to certain 
individuals “ for assisting inspectors of nuisances,” and, therefore, it seems even question- 
able whether the greater part of the payments composing this £35 0^. 4id. should not be 
included within the restrictive clause. 

With respect to the officers superintending pavement and sewers, we conceive that the 
question IS closed the moment it is admitted that they “ superintend only, and do not work 
with their hands ; and that they must be held as falling within the terrns of the restrictive 
cause. The Act (sections 15 and 53) has drawn the distinction between “artificers 
workmen, labourers, &c.” who do work with their hands, and such officers. 

Wo. 2. Statement.— “ Persons who have been employed as foremen of bodies, or squads 
olpaviours, and other workmen, commonly denominated overseers, but who work with their 
bands, and who are only the best labourers of their squads.” 

No. 3. Statement.- “ Persons who have been employed as foremen of squads of sca- 
vengers, and likewise work with their hands.” 

No. 4. Statement. — “ Persons who have been employed as sundries, and not deemed 
officers or servants. 

_ Opinion — I am of opinion that the persons named in the Return, No. 2, are not to 
K coiis*retl as falling within the meaning of the 15th clause of the Act No doubt every 
may bo said to assist in carrying the piirroses of the 
"■! execution ; and yet, it is plain that such persons are not servants within the 

scope ot the clause ; and, if not, although some of that description, being hired bv the corpo- 
"rm M mst as being better workmen, or more 

“na^-' ^ (hat does not make them officers, or servants, of the corporation, or part of the 
^ p ving establishment; but they are to be considered, however paid or employed, as hired by 
work, and not as forming any part of the establishment. 

“cona'l' ^ ^he same reasons, the persons in No. 3 must, I conceive, be so 

"(!oe' servants of the corporation, but as persons with whom the corporation 

and must, contract to execute the works of which it has the direction. 

“tba . ! 4, I apprehend, will be found to fall under the same destination, but 

ine return, as to them, is not so explicit.” 
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We are not satisfied that the statement, that the abovementioned officers " work with their 
hands,” is supported by the fact; and where it is not, we cannot concur in the conclusion that 
they are not persons within the scope of the clause. 

No. 5. Statement. — “ Persons ^vho have been employed at lighting, and as the lighting 
had formerly been managed under a contract, they consider the lighting not to come within 
the meaning of the Act, as it is a part of what was included in the contract formerly.” 

Opinion. — “ The persons in No. 5 would seem to me to be within the scope and meaning 
“ of the 15th clause of the Act, and really to be officers of the corporation to superintend one 
“ branch of the business submitted to its direction ; and' l confess I do not consider the reason 
“ assigned by the commissioners, why they should not be so considered, as satisfactory.” 

Notwithstanding this opinion, and although the lighting is again done by contract, we find 
the salary of the inspector of lighting now charged, not as a salary, but under the head of 
“ lighting.” 

Under the head of ” scavenging,” we find payments accounted for to “ overseers of sca- 
venging,” £637 16s. ; this includes not merely the salaries of the overseers of the parties 
cleansing the streets, but also of the overseers of dep6ts for manure. 

The commissioners maintain that every one of the officers employed by them is absolutely 
necessary to the working of their establishment, and the due execution of their trusts. At the 
same time they admit that with this establishment they could despatch double the quantity 
of business. 

In fact the present establishment of the Paving Board is adequate, with the addition of a 
few clerks, to regulate the affairs of all the local taxes, if consolidated under the same 
management. 

The business appears 1.o be well performed, but manifestly at an expense out of proportion 
to the whole levy. The official payments formed upwards of 20 per cent, of the levy for the 
year ended 5th January 1833. 

The construction of the Act thus adopted and acted on, in effect, frees the commissioners 
from all restraint ; they have not spared in making their establishment numerous and com- 
plete ; but were the commissioners to act within the strictest limit of the law, we should still 
confidently rely upon their securing to the public a perfectly effective and well regulated 
despatch of the public business. 

When occasions have arisen for remodeling particular departments of their establishment 
new appointments have been made, but the officers whose duties have, in effect, been 
superseded, instead of being at once dispensed with as unnecessary, have been suffered to 
continue on the establishment, generally until some charge has been made against them, 
upon which they have been dismissed. 

The present internal establishment consists of the following officers : 

The acting secretary and four clerks . - - - 5 

A chief (or pay) clerk, and two other clerks in the treasurer’s 
office ---------3 

A book-keeper and two clerks in his office - . - 3 

An inspector of taxes and one clerk in his office - - 2 



13 



In May 1827, the Commissioners had instituted an office of superintendent of stores for 
more effectually controlling persons having charge of materials and all other property, and 
appointed Mr. John Hitchcock to this office at a salary of £130 a-year. 

In December 1827, they resolved to establish the office of book-keeper, considering that an 
improved and more comprehensive system of accounts should be adopted ; and in J anuary 
1828, they appointed their present book-keeper, Mr. Auchinleck,. at a salary of £200 
a-year. 

In August 1828, they ordered, “ that inasmuch as the accounts of the different stores 
are now kept by the book-keeper, the Board consider thosekept by Mr. Hitchcock unnecessary, 
and order that they be discontinued.” 

In June 1830, Mr. Kearney, one of the commissioners, having, at the desire of the other 
commissioners, visited one of the depots, reported an omission in Mr. Hitchcock to check the 
ledger with the tickets from the 8th to the 14th of June, though visits were entered by him 
as Saving done duty on the 8lh, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 14th, and that it appeared to him 
those visits were perfectly useless, and thereupon the Board, — adverting to the want of effectual 
control, and, independently of this view of the subject, it appearing that the late arrange- 
ment of the department of supervisor of works, upon Mr. Taylor’s restoration, rendered the 
supervisors competent to take upon them so much of the duty of the superintendent of stores 
as relates to the control of the depots, “ which constitutes all of real importance appertaining 
to him,” — "upon these grounds, as well as with the more important view of effecting a 
diminution of expense,” they abolished the office of superintendent of stores, and annulled 
Mr. Hitchcock’s employment. . 

Mr. Taylor, who had been under suspension from 1825, had been restored to the office o 
supervisor in January 1830. 

Tlius, the functions of the office of superintendent of stores had been, in most imporffin 
respects, superseded for two years, and altogether unnecessary for nearly half a year, beior 
the commissioners turned their attention to effecting a diminution of expense. , 

On the 12th of August 1828, the commissioners came to the determination of appointing 
two overseers in their store yard in Leeson Street, and named Mr. John Thacker principal 
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salary of 30s. per week, and Mr. William Condon assistant, at a salary of 25». per 

In June 1830, a controversy arose in consequence of Mr. Thacker's havino reiected certain 
granite material sent m to h.s depot by a Mr. Sherrard, who had eontracte!l with the Boa™ 

?the u'ZiSS^mantrTf^i^^^^^^ IdeS.” 

.Mr. Kearney, one of the Commissioners, visited the store, and reported that Mr Sherrard 
Sfff^rOce orders for, and tlrat there’^were but seven flags not 

Bfoi service. He also. It seems, disapproved and struck out of Mr. Thacker’s report the 

m rf^fmontr “■■■ -ttotted his ledger from the d to tie 

On the 18th, upon Mr. Kearney's reports, and upon Alderman Smyth’s statement, that 
an economic^ an-angement might he beneficially made, that would enable the Board to have 
the duty of the dep6t discharged by one overseer," they annulled Mr. Thacker’s appointment 
and directed the former assistant-overseer to perform all the duty. ’ 

Thustwo years elapsed before the discovery was made that the inferior oflicer, at a lower 
lalaiy, could do all ‘he duty Mr. Thacker states, that had he been offered the situation at 
the lower salary, to do the whole duty, he would have accepted it. 

Although the law places the appointment and removal of the inferior officers in the Com- 
“ 39 ^ 00 ™“!™™““' are 

, l^n"^L‘v“ ■'“PotriWlity of the Commissioners is 

taken away, the nominees of the local government necessarily have a control over the 
Commissioners, who are hable to be called to aeeonnt just as micli for suppressing as for 
creating an unnecessary office or salary. Hence seems to arise the system of their iufferinw 
useless officers to remain on their establishment until they are fortified by a charge agains® 
the individual, upon which they may ground his dismissal. J 6 

™®M™;"gretnrn contains the representation of the Commissioners and their officers 
of their existing duties and employments : — 

“ ns well those on Annual Salaries as Weekly Pay, upon the 

Eslab ishment of the Commissioners for Paving, &c., showing the Emolument attached to their 
respective offices, and the Duties performed by each. 



Officers and Servants. 



Alderman Richard Smyth 
Lieut.-Col- George Morrisl 
Hickman Kearney, Esq. 



John Reily, Esq. 



'Commissioners . 



Secretarys — Salary 
paid to Mr. Little; 
late Secretary 



Clerk, Secretary’s Office 



Richard Landey. 
Hector M'Millan. 



William Pigoft . 
John Reily, Esq. 



Ditto 

Acting Treasurer 




40 0 
461 10 



Give daily attendance ; read and consider all do- 
cumentary communications; refer and decide there- 
on: two always order payments and draw drafts on 
the Bank for the purpose ; one examines weekly 
the Treasurer’s accounts : 6rst or presiding Commis- 
sioner reads and signs the minutes of the proceed- 
ings as framed and written by the Secretary, &c. &c. 

Attends the Board at its sittings, and notes every 
special case; reports upon all questions of reference 
incidental to the department; writes the minutes in 
the books kept for that purpose ; writes also ail let- 
ters to Government, and such other as are of a spe- 
cial nature; signs summonses and ail other official 
documents incidental to the office, &c. 

Writes from the documents all official letters, ex- 
cept fliose above alluded to ; communicates there- 
from to the several officers the orders of the Board 
in books kept for that purpose ; issues orders from 
the same authority for the incidental receipt and 
payment of money by the Acting Treasurer in par- 
ticular cases; and fills notices requiring the atten- 
dance of persons to compound for private and other 
works chargeable, &c. 

Keeps the diary and index, and the papers regis- 
tered therein, in the order prescribed by existing”re- 
gulations, and occasionally assists in the other busi- 
ness of the office. 

Prepares and issues licences, and registers the 
same in books kept for that purpose; prepares dockets 
of balances of deposits preparatory to payment ; at- 
tends the hearing of summonses, and notes the deci- j 
sion thereon, and keeps the index of the minutes; I 
and also registers offence-cases in the book kept for I 
that purpose. I 

Copies the official letters; keeps the index to the 
letter-hook, and attends the Board-room, &c. 

Exercises a general superintendence, and, assisted 
by the principal clerk, pays accounts ordered for 
payment ; has the custody of cash-balances in hand ; 
directs the preparation of the public accounts of the 
establishment; prepares the annual estimates and 
statements connected with the finances; reports 
upon all financial questions of reference, &c. 
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jg-Q 135 ^ return of the Officers and Servants, as well those on Annual Salaries as Weekly Pay, 

upon the Establishment of the Commissioners for Pavin'?, &c. — continued. 







Salaries and 
Wages. 








Annual. 





William Pan- 



Michael J. Dillon . 



David F. Thacker . 
William AuchiDleck. 



[clerk, Treasurer’s Office 



Edward Mitchell 



Ditto 

Book-keeper 



Samuel D. Fleming. 



William Tassie . 
George Taylor . 



Denis Kinsella . 
William Maguire 



Matthew Langtry . 
William Kdwnrds . 
Thomas P. Thacker 
James Carty . . . 



|Supervisorsi 



Clerk in Supervisors’ 
Office, and Imple- 
inent Storekeeper . 
Inspector of Taxes . 



Clevkin Tax Office . 
I Assistants to the Su- 
^pcrvisors of Works. 
Collector of Fines . 



2G 0 0 
|10il 0 0 
'8 0 0 



Examines calculations of all accounts forwarded 
for payment; prepares orders for payment thereof 
by Commissioners, and enters same in the order- 
book; assists to pay the accounts when ordered; 
pays the woricmen weekly ; writes the cash-ledger, 
and the book for the accounts of private works ; and 
assists to prepare, and copies, the public annual ac- 
count; and balances tax-ledgers. 

Keeps tax-ledgers, which he posts from corrected 
abstracts of iveekly collection; prepares weekly 
statement of the progress of the collection for the 
Board, and assists in the payments and incidental 
business of the office. 

Assists in keeping the tax-ledgers and other inci- 
dental business of the office. 

Compar-es the daily returns with those of the in- 
spectors; checks the number of labourers, watchmen, 
horses, See. allowed under each overseer, and the 
returns of manure from the streets, with the loads 
acknowledged by the depdt-overseers; answers re- 
ferences from the Board, and compares the weekly 
returns of stock of materials with the abstracts 
furnished by the first clerk; cheeks the calculations 
of the workmen’s accounts or pay-sheets weekly, and 
certifies the same; enters the general accounts in the 
office-ledger from the cash-book and journal ; exa- 
mines and checks the several weekly, monflUy, and 
other accounts sent to this office, and keeps a ledger 
of the implements. 

Compares the daily returns of the street-overseers 
with those of the depdts ; checics the materials ac- 
knowledged by theformer with those charged by the 
latter, and marks the discrepancies (if any) ; opens 
new accounts weekly fur each depOt and working 
patty; posts workmen’s accounts from the daily 
returns ; enters the horses employed by each over- 
seer; compares their statement with the return fur- 
nished by the superintendent of horses; notes the 
materials received by street-overseers, such as do 
nut pass through any of the depots; prepares and 
furnishes weekly pay-sheeis of workmen; posts the 
abstract-book, showing each day the quantity of 
materials received from the various contractors, by 
which their accounts may be checked at any given 
period in the course of the month; an abstractor 
the materials applied by the street-overseers in the 
progress of the works, and an abstract of tlie horses 
employed in the various departments; arranges the 
records of the office, and the daily returns — about 200 
weekly. 

Measures on a map the daily work of the horses, 
and posts the fines tor short work to the charge of 
the various horse-contractors ; keeps the accounts of 
persons purchasing manure ; copies weekly the ac- 
counts of openings made in the streets by the gas 
comjianies and pi)ie-water committee; numbers the 
ticket-books supplied to the overseers of depSts, and 
calls over occasionally the monthly entries in the 
journal. 

Fi-epare estimates of the annual expenditure upon 
the works in tlwir respective divisions; report on 
miscellaneous references connected with the rrorks, 
occasional defects thereof, improvements and altera- 
tions ; regulate levels for pavements, flagging, and 
macadauucing; inspect and direct the works of all 
kinds in progress; control nuisance-inspectors; pre- 
pare plans and designs of public sewers, and speci- 
fications thereof, together with the expense incurred 
in their construction when com|>leted, preparatoiy to 
the assessment thereof upon- the persons chaigeable, 
&c. 

Copies estimates and reports made by the supe^ 
visors; has charge of implement store, andkeepsau 
account of the receipt and delivery thereof. 

Rc-porls on applications upon the subject of fwes: 
prepares collectors’ books for paving and lighting 
and watering taxes; examines -and controls weekly 
abstracts of collectors’ receipts, and personally 
tigates all cases of non-collection, and the causes 
thereof, &c. 

Assists the inspector of taxes in his duty. 

Assist thesupervisors of works 
tail of their duties. , . . 

The duty of cllecting fines is suspendea tor me 
present, and this person now acts as an overseer. 



n the general de- 
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No. 135. — A RETURN of the Officers and Servants, as well those on Annual Salaries as Weekly 
Pay, upon the Establishment of the Commissioners for Paving, &c. — continued. 



Officers and Servants. 



Richard Wilson . . 

BUto . . 

Sydney Clendinniog. 



George Clendianing 
Redmond Foley . 
Owen Cane . . . 



peter Dunn . 

Robert M. White 
Michael Byrne . 
Thomas Scott • 
George Richardson 
James Grattan . 
J. Doherty , . 

J. Singleton . 

J. Dunbar . 

J. W. Birch . . 



W. Condon . . 
Arthur Torkinton . 

Edward Fitzgerald . 
William M'Guinness 



Farrell 

Halligan . . 

Thomas Kelly . 

Philip Barnes . 
James Geddes . 



William Smyth . 

.T. M'Dermott . . 

W. Marks . . , 

John Norris . 

William Bisgood 
James Price . 

Edward Owens . 
Thomas M'Kane, Esq. 

Peter Warren, Esq. . 



John Pigott . 
Francis Salmon 
Robert Beatty 
George Fraser 
Caleb Palmer 
Thomas Hanigan 
Robert White 
— Stephens . 
John Wilson. 



Superintendent of 
Horses and Inspec- 
tor of Scavenging . 



Inspector of Scaveng- 
ing' 

Housekeeper . . . 



Inspectors of Nui-, 



Overseer of Stone- 
yard, Purdon-street* 



Overseer of Pleasant- 
street Stoneyard* . 
Overseer of the depots 
in Erne-street and 
Benson-street* . 
Overseer of the depdt 
on the West Road* 
Overseer of Flagging 
Patty* ... . , 



Overseer of Sewers* 
jpaviug Overseers* 



Over.ieer of manure 
depot, Brunswick-st* 
Overseer of manure 
depot, Black Pits* . 
Overseer of manure 
depdt, Marrowbone- 



Overseers ofScaven-, 
ging-street parties* 



Counsel to the Board 
Law Agent . . . 



Collectors of Paving 
and Lighting Tax 



Salaries am 



73 16 11 
27- 13 10 



40 0 0 
40 0 0 
30 0 0 



52 0 0 
52 0 0 
39 0 0 



65 0 0 

62 8 0 
52 0 0 
67 12 0 



26 0 
52 0 



Superintends the watering of the streets generally, 
the horses and carts employed by the Board, and 
also the cleansing of the streets on the north side of 

Attends to the repair of all fountains, assisted by 
a turncock, and reports occasional defects, to obtain 
orders for their repair. 

Superintends the cleansing of the streets on the 
south side of the city. Paid weekly 2/. 2», 7d. 

Has charge of the Corporation House, furniture, 
and other property ; keeps them clean, and lights the 
office-fires, &c. 

Attend the Board while sitting, and deliver all 
official letters. 

Attends the hall, and directs the public to the 
different offices during the day; receives documents 
forthe Board before and after official hours, and has 
charge of the outward gates. Paid 15*. weekly. 

Takes care of the fountains under the inspector. 
Paid weekly 9*. 3d. 

See printed instructions. The situation of in- 
spector of lighting having been abolished, the nui- 
sance-inspectors attend to the lighting of the public 
lamps each night alternately. Paid weekly 20*. each. 



Paid weekly 15*. 

Measures and inspects granite flags and paving- 
stones; keeps store-ledger; fills receipts for mate- 
rials received and delivered ; attends to the weighing- 
machine, and malces daily returns of the yard trans- 
actions. Paid weekly 26*. 

The like duties as the overseer of Purdou-street 
stone.yard. Paid weekly 25*. 

The like, and the receipt and delivery of manure. 
Paid weekly 24*. 

Paid weekly 20*. 

Acts in the repair and execution of new footways, 
as directed by the supervisors; keeps the workmen, 
employed ; measures flags ; gives receipts for them, 
and makes daily returns in the form prescribed. Pmd 
weekly 26*. 

Makes private and public sewers, cross-drains, &c. 
and makes daily returns of the work executed, and of 
the party employed under him. Paid weekly 21*. 

Superintend their respective parties, and have the 
pavements executed as directed by the supervisors, 
and make daily returns of the form now in use. 
Paid weekly 21*. each. 

Superintend workmen employed on macadamized 
streets ; give receipts for materials, and make daily 
returns. Paid weekly 12*. each. 

Paid weekly 10*. 



Superintend the receipt and delivery of manure ; 
make daily returns thereof and workmen employed, 
&c. Paid weekly 20*. each. 



Each has charge of a party of scavengers located 
in their respective divisions, and carts, and make 
daily returns of their progress. Paid weekly 20*. 



Gives advice when consulted, and is paid fees upon 
the questions he is consulted upon. 

Prepares contracts and appointments, and executes 
the general business of law agency. 



Collect paving and lighting tax, and the assess- 
ment for works chargeable. 



Collects the watering assessment. 



N.B. The appointments of the three commissioners, the secretary, the treasurer, and the two supervisors of works, are 
Ihe lord lieutenant, by the statute 47 Geo. III. c, 109, s. 14. The Commissioners are empowered to appoint 
all other or inferior officers and servants, under the ] 5th section of the same Act. 

* The employments thus marked are not considered as coming within the meaning of either of the sections quoted, 
regarded more in the character of artizans or operatives of an higher class than those engaged in manual labour, 
““ pay is accordingly included in tho general mass of workmen’s wages instead of the salaries of officers properly 
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REPORT FROM COMMISSIONERS OF 



REcmlAnoNS. 136. The following were the Incidental Expenses of the Establishment for the year ended 
IncidentalExpenses. 5th January, 1833 : _ 

To informers, under the head of nuisances . . £35 0 4J 

„ „ lighting . . 2 4 0 

Stationery, printing, and stamps ...... 

Advertising and newspaper ....... 

Law expenses (lOOZ., part of this sum, is not included in the annual 
ciccount, having been paid “ on account” of law costs, and the cont- 
raissioners of public accounts refusing, it is said, to allow items so 

paM) 

Corporation house . . . . . . . . . lob 

Miscellaneous ........ 

Total . 

137. In the following tables are brought together the different sums of money expended on 
the Establishment and on the Works in the year ended 5th January, 1 833. 

The salaries and allowances to officers, which the Commissioners return under other heads, 
are here brought together in No. 1 ; and that table shows that a saving exceeding 3,000^. a 
year- might have been effected — by appointing the annuitants to active employments — by dis- 
pensing with the unnecessary offices of treasurer and of a second supervisor of works — and by 
confining the salaries and allowances made to officers appointed by the commissioners within 
the strict letter of the clauses limiting their powers in that respect. 



£ 37 


4 


4h 


260 


14 


3 


132 


18 


0 


154 


17 


0 


156 


5 


8 


8 


8 


8 


£750 


7 


Tu 



Ah. 1 . — Expenditure on the Establishment. 



ESTABLISHMENT. 


Amount paid 
in Year ended 5(h 
January, 1833. 


Amount which 
ought (0 

have been saved U 
the Public. 






£. s. d. 




1st. Fon Anniiitie.s 




830 15 6 


830 15 6 


2d!v. For .Sai.abies and .Allowances: — 








To OfficfTS appointed by the Lord Lieutenant : — 








The Three Commi.ssioners . . . 








The Secretary 




276 18 5 




The Treasurer 




461 HI 9 


461 10 9 


The Two Supervisors of Works . 




738 9 2 


369 4 7 


To Officers appointed by the Commissioners : — 








To Collectors ; — 








At 6<f. in the Pound on the general Paving and Lighting Tax 


831 0 0 




At is. Hd. in the Pound on Special Assessments; viz. — 






On Assessments for Watering 


77 13 1 


38 16 Gi 






51 17 2 


25 18 7 


,1 Paving 




12 13 7 


6 6 9i 




15 12 10 


7 16 5 


„ Enclosing 






To other Officers and Servants, whose Salaries and Allow-i £. s. d. 






anccs are returned by the Commissioners under the head 1 1,829 4 8 






uf Salaries 









To other Officers and Servants whose Salaries and Allow- 






ances are returned under other heads 








Inspector of Lighting. 


. £99 19 5^ 






Overseers of Scavenging . 


. 637 16 0 






Overseers of Paving . 


. 235 6 0 






Overseers of Macadamizing 


. 149 14 0 






Overseer of Flagging . 


. 67 12 0 






Overseer of Sewers . . 


. 54 12 0 






Inspectors of Nuisances . 


. 353 15 6 






urncock of Fomilains 


. 24 10 3 






Gr.atuities to Turncock . 


. 19 7 0 






Miscellaneous Gratuities . 


. 167 9 6 






Chai ilable Allowances 


. 14 19 9 








1,825 1 






















3dly. For Incidental Expenses 




750 7 11^ 








9.179 12 5 


3.087 11 5| 



No. 2 . — Expenditure upon the Works. 





To Contractors. 


To ArtidcerSi 
Labourers, &o. 


Hire of Horses, 
Tackling, &c. 


Implements iin< 
duichascandRc 
pair of Curts. 


Materials. 


(n) Renta of 
Depots, (4) of 
Water. 


Repairs of 
Depflts, Taxes, 
&o. 


Total 


Lighting . . , 

Scavenging . 

Paving and Macn-1 
daniiiing . . ) 

Flagging . . 

Ditto — Sundries 
Enclosing Waste 1 
Grounds, &c. . .J 

Fountains . 

W aterlng the Streets 
Street Labels, &c, . 
Miscellaneous . 


£. s. d. 
7,803 13 6 

1,180" 4 OJ 
57 15 4^ 
75 15 3 
792 4 4 
158 16 0 


£. s. d. 

.. 

2,989 9 0 
2,150 13 lU 
396 2 10 
75! 3 4^ 
2 0 5 
51 12 5J 
36 12 10 
96 0 4 
2 9 0 
1 6 10 


£. s. d. 
2,774" 0 9 
1,370 11 10 
67 0 3 
154 11 8 

4 14 3 
763 19 3 


£. s. d. 
-584' ' 5 5 
353 15 6 

6"l6 8 

199"2 7 
46"l9 11 


£. s. d. 

6,383 4 7 
1,044 13 6 
570 3 9 

10 13 1 


£. S. d. 

(a)313"4 6 
(a) 92 10 0 

(4)138 9 2 
(4)300 0 0 


£. S. d. 
340' 14 8 
68 19 10^ 

is' 15 5 


. £• »■ f 

7,803 13 
7,001 14 ^ 
10,419 15 9 
1.507 16 [ 
2,723 1 3 

142 16 6 
907 6 i 

ws" • 1 
161 6 
67 « ■ 


10,068 8 6 


6,477 17 01 


5,134 18 0 


1,191 0 1 


8008 14 11 


844 .3 8 


d-?R 0 iu 32.153_l^ 
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There is an item, in the expenditure upon works, of 300/. a year paid to the corporation of 
Dublin, or its pipe-water committee, for water used for the purpose of watering the streets • 
which it seems questionable whether the commissioners ought to be called upon to pay. We 
have already mentioned the early Acts, enabling the commissioners of paving to erect foun- 
tains and conduits for the supply of water for the health, convenience, and” benefit of the 
poor, and cleanliness of the city ; and imposing on them the dutv of watering the streets (23, 
24 Geo. III. ; 26 Geo. III. &c.) ; as well as the Act (28 Geo. III.) imposin| the payment of 
150/. a year, for ever, upon the commissioners of paving, for water for the foSntains and con- 
duits. I he Act of 1807 (s. 6) also recited, that the erecting of fountains and conduits, for the 
use of the poor and the public, must tend greatly to the free intercourse, health, accommoda- 
tion, and safety of the inhabitants; and (s. 89) that those before erected had been found to 
contribute greatly to the health, convenience, and benefit of the public, and in particular of the 
poor of the city and the cleanliness of the city; and it enacted, that the commissioners 
should erect as many fountains or conduits for the supply of water as they should think 
necessary ; and (s. 90) that in like manner, and for the same purposes, and in pursuance of 
the spirit of the agreement specified in the 28 Geo. III., the commissioners out of their funds 
should pay to the corporation of Dublin the sum of 1 50/., in one or more payments in every 
year, for ever; and by s. 94 it was enacted, that the commissioners should have full power 
and authority, from time to time, to cause all or any part of the public streets to be watered in 
such manner as they should appoint, and, if necessary, to sink pumps, &c. 

The Act of 1814 (s. 21) recites, that the watering of the streets have been found of the 
greatest utility and comfort to the inhabitants and passengers ; and imposes a tax, for the pur- 
pose of watering, upon the houses, &c., in any street, &c. the majority ofthe householders, &c. 
of which shall apply to the commissioners to have the same watered. 

After the passing of the Act, an agreement was entered into between the commissioners and 
the pipe-water committee, whereby the latter undertook to supply water, for waterino- the 
streets, on receiving 1 0 per cent, upon the net amount of watering-tax collected in such streets 
as should be watered by supplies given by them. This was acted on up to 1830, when the 
pipe-water committee sought to obtain the like per-centage upon the produce of all streets 
as well those watered by water supplied by them as streets for which a supply was obtained 
elsewhere. 



On the 17th March, 1831, they offered to enter into an agreement for a supply of water for 
watering the streets for a term of five years, at 350/. a year, being nearly double what had 
been paid before. 

Upon this, the commissioners of paving took the opinion of the Attorney-General (Mr 
Bl£wkburne), whether, under the 89th and 90th sections of the 47 Geo. Ill,, they were not 
entitled to obtain a supply of water for all purposes (including the watering of the streets) 
without any other charge than the 150/. per annum provided by the 90th section But the 
case which they submitted did not refer to the Acts of 1784, 1786, nor to the documents 
" interchanged between the commissioners and the pipe-water committee in 1787 

and 1788. 

The opinion was adverse to the claim of the commissioners; but it proceeded upon an 
assumption, that the practice of watering the streets arose from and was created by the authority 
of the 47 Geo. III. s. 94, and that it was not among the purposes to which the water was 
applicable before the Acts 28 Geo. Ill, and 47 Geo. III. were passed. 

The commissioners have not since apprised their counsel of those facts, and have submitted 
to pay to the pipe-water committee an additional annual sum of 300/. for the supply of 
water. ■' 



The Commissioners of Inquiry, who reported in 1826, recommended the system of contract 
as being the best means by which any public body can carry on works, when the due execution 
of them can be insured by sufficient superintendence and inspection ; and urged its adoption, 
particularly with respect to the scavenging of the city, which they found had been attended 
with an expense amounting to 6,000/. a year. 

They recommended that the city should be divided into small districts, so as to come within 
the reach of the neighbouring farmers and gardeners undertaking the work ; they also con- 
sidered that it would be necessary to separate the work into two branches, viz,, the sweeping 
and the removing of the soil, and that the same person should not be allowed to contract 
for both. 

In September, 1827, the commissioners of paving advertised for contracts for carting away 
the street-soil collected by the sweeping parties, in nineteen- districts, into which they divided 
the city. Several proposals for particular lots were received; but they entered into a con- 
ract with Mr. William Daniel, both for the sweeping and carting away of the soil, for the 

entire ofthe city. & 

_ This was a contract for five years, from the 5th April, 1828, at 4,000/. a year, and continued 
m operation only up to the 19th March, 1830, when the commissioners felt themselves neces- 
si ated to use a pow’er they liad reserved, of annulling it, in consequence of the unsatisfactory 
manner in which the contract was performed in some respects, and of Mr. Daniel’s havino-, 
in other respects, failed to perform it altogether. ° 

They have concluded, fi'om their experience in this instance, that, it is not practicable to 
ave the service performed by contractors in a manner that would be satisfactory to the public. 

observed, however, that the recommendation of the Commissioners of Inquiry of 
io26 has, by no means, had a fair trial. 

The total expenditure tor the year ended 5th January, 1833, was as follows : — 
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Accounts. 



Audit by Imprest 
Commissioners. 



Observations. 



REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON 
Salaries and official allowances, and incidental expenses of the 



establishment 
Expenditure upon the works , 



Total expenditure 



£ 9.179 12 
32,153 12 



£41,333 4 7 



The present commissioners, in their mode of keeping their accounts, have included in their 
disbursements since 1826 sums under the heads of “Tax Refunded” and “ Repayments of 



deposits. 

Those amounted, in the year ended 5th January, 1833, i 
Tax refunded 

Repayments of deposits . . . • • 



. £ 56 9 11 
. 703 12 11 



Total repayments 
Total expenditure 



760 

41,333 



2 10 

4 7 



Total disbursements 



£42,093 7 5 



It appears that — 

The average annual expenditure for five yeai’s, ended the 5tli January, 

1835, under the former commissioners, amounted to (in present 

currency) ■ ■ £35.®0 10 1 

The average annual expenditure for five years, ended the 5th January, 

1833, under the present commissioners, amounted to (after de- 
ducting “ repnymcnte”) . . . • • • 2 lOi 

There being thus, in the latter period, an average annual increase 

of expenditure amounting to ...••• £5,684 12 9^ 

The present increased expenditure is attributed by the commissioners to the following 

causes : 1st, in part to the growing extent of the city, and, consequently, of their works; 

2dly, in part to the adoption of the system of making and repairing the streets with broken 
stone (called macadamizing) instead of pavement, by reason of which the expenses, both 
of making and repairing and of cleaning, are increased, and the profits from the scavenging 
diminished; 3dly, in part also to a necessity, as they conceive, for the very expensive esta- 
blishment they at present maintain. 

The 47 Geo. III. s. 27, directed, that the Commissioners of Imprest Accounts should, 
once in every year, examine and audit the accounts ol the Commissioners of Paving. The books 
of account, it was directed (s. 26), should contmn distinct and separate accounts, of the produce, 
and of each and every distinct tax, rate, and assessment hereby imposed, or directed to be 
raised, levied, or paid ; and also of the fines, forfeitures and penalties received,, levied, or paid for 
each and every distinct offence, thereby made liable to any fine, penalty, or forfeiture ; and also 
of all fines, forfeitures and penalties imposed and levied upon any person or persons contracting 
with the said Commissioners for the execution of any of their works, by reason or in consequence 
of any breach of the terms, stipulations, covenants, or clauses, or any of them, in such contract 
or contracts respectively contained ; and what sum or sums (if any) shall have been paid thereout 
1 ‘espectively to any informer or informers, and what part applied to the purposes of this Act 
respectively ; and also particular accounts of all sums received by any of the officers or servants 
of the said Commissioners, from any person or persons, body or bodies politic or corporate, for 
or in respect of any licence granted, or work to be done, or other matter or thing whatsoever in 
anywise connected with the business of the said Commissioners, and how the same has been 
applied; and the accounts (to be audited), it was directed (s. 27,) should set forth particularly, 
“ under separate heads as aforesaid,” a full and true statement of all and every their receipts and 
expenditures, and of all arrears, and sum and sums of money due to them on any account what- 
soever ; and also of all and every sum and sums of money due by them on any account whatsoever, 
and also of all contracts made by them, and how much of the work had been executed or not. ^ 

These directions, as to separate accounts, appear to us not to have been properly complied 
with. _ _ . 

The accounts have been annually audited, and were published in the printed Reports of the 
Imprest Commissioners up to the year 1832, when the audit was transferred by Act of Parlia- 
ment to the Commissioners for auditing accounts in Great Britain ; and from that time the Irish 
public appear to have lost the advantage arising from the annual publication. 

The audit of the accounts by the Imprest Commissioners appears not to diave been effective. 
Great accuracy has been observed in checking w’rong “ totals” or miscastings ; but the substan- 
tial abuses of the Boai-d do not appeal- to have been brought to light or controlled by any inves- 
tigation instituted upon the audit. Disallowances, indeed, have occasionally been made ; but no 
consequences follow from that, save that the amounts disallowed are carried on, upon paper, from 
year to year, as part of a balance “ in I'avour of the public.” We found in the last account ( 1 833) 
twelve items of this description, amounting in the whole to 923^, 1 5s. 2d . ; of these, nine (amount- 
ing to 734^. 12s. ll^ci.) were of dates in and previous to 1815, and, as might be expected, are 
considered wholly unavailable ; three, only, exist in the time of the present Board ; the first is 
a sum of 187^. 7s. \^d. for which a collector (J. E. Knight) was a defaulter; the Commis- 
sioners sued his sureties and recovered only a portion of the defalcation ; it appeared that he 
had collected money after he w'as dismissed, and the sureties were held not liable for money re- 
ceived by him after his dismissal. The Commissioners did not advertise his dismissal at the 
time. The other two items were errors in calculation, and are of extremely small amount. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS IN IRELAND. 99 DUBLIN. 



(6^. 8rf., and \l. 85. 5d.)-, but we mention them as not the less strongly exemplifying the futi- municipal 1 • 

lity of the audit, the one ha\dng remained in the accounts from 1826, and the other from 1828. ^^^ULATIONS. 

In fact. It IS complained, and, it seems, justly, that the provisions of the 52 Geo. III. c. 52, 
ss. 38, 39, have not had their intended operation, that the law should take its course for recovery of 
sums disallowed by the Imprest Commissioners, and not allowed, within six rnonths, by the Lord 
Lieutenant. ^ 

Much dissatisfaction appears to have prevailed, also, on account of the difficulties experienced 
by tlie tax-payere m obtaining information as to the affairs of the Board. In 1822 the chief 
secretary replied to an application for permission to view the accounts, “ that it was quite incon- 
sistent with precedent, and most inconvenient, in point of practice, to authorize any person to have 
access to the accounts of any public establishment, until after reported duly by the Commission- 
ers of Accounts.” A subsequent application for accounts which had been passed was also 
evaded. In 1823 a further application to inspect accounts up to 1820, havino-been referred 
to the Commissioners of Accounts, permission was granted ; whereupon, very serious chart^es were 
brought against the establishment. But, until the inquiry afforded in 1826, the tax-payers 
liacl no means of instituting an investigation into the affairs of the Board. Even that inquiry, 
and the report upon it, although extremely copious, appeared to some defective, and further 
charges were opened before us. To us the present Commissioners of Pavimr afforded, in every 
respect, the most ample information in their power; but we regret to have o^seived that, in the 
year 1828, when they were applied to, by a respectable inhabitant, for information on the subject 
of the salaries of the establishment, they answered, that they did not consider it expedient to 
give the information without receiving the commands of Government. 

This Report would have been much extended, had we gone into a recapitulation of all that has 
been proved or complained of; but we think that sufficient must appear from the Report made in 
1826, and what we have above stated, to show the necessity of giving to the tax-payers an effective 
check and control over the expenditure of their money. The interference of the Government, 
however well warranted while the State contributed 10,000/. a year to the funds of this esta- 
blishment (as was the case prior to 1807), and however useful at all times, ought not so long 
to have been maintained, to the exclusion of those who paid the tax; and it is scarcely con- 
ceivable that the public could have sustained the losses which have been incurred, hacl it not 
been for the secrecy observed with reference to the accounts. 

It will be necessary, in subsequent portions of this Report, to observe upon the duties which Liberty Fountains, 
have devolved on the Commissioners of Paving, as Commissioners for erecting Fountains in the 
Earl of Meath’s Liberties, upon the regulations in existence for Rutland Square, and several 
other separate portions of the city and suburbs. 

Several local Acts have been passed for regulating the supply of Gas Light to the inhabitants ; Gas Light, 
they are the 1 Geo. IV, cap. Iv. and 4 Geo. IV. cap. xeix. for the “Dublin Gas Company;” the 
4 Geo. IV. cap. xxxvin. and 10 Geo. IV, cap. lii, for the “Hibernian Gas Light Company;” 
and the 5 Geo. IV. cap. xlii. for the “ Oil Gas Campany.” 



138. The Term and Quarter Sessions Grand Juries possess extensive powers in levying taxes Grand Jury 
on the citizens of Dublin for various public objects. Taxation. 

Itis now unnecessary to inquire to what extent or by what authority the Term and Sessions 
Grand Juries of this city were accustomed to impose taxes for public purposes, previously to 
the enactment of the 29 Geo. II. c. 14 (a. d. 1755). They did, before this Act was passed, 29 Geo. II. c. 14 
exercise such powers ; but it recites, that doubts had arisen touching the powers of the Grand 
Juries of the county of Dublin and county of the city of Dublin in the Court of King’s Bench 
to present money for public uses. Previous statutes had conferred on Grand Juries at “assizes” 
the power of assessing the inhabitants of their respective counties. 

The statute 29 Geo. II. c. 14, enacts, that it shall be lawful for the Grand Juries of the 
county of Dublin and county of the city of Dublin respectively,, in term time, to make present- 
ments, and for the judges of the Court ot King’s Bench in open court to confirm the 
same, for the raising money on the said counties respectii'ely, for all uses and purposes for 
which, by any law then subsisting, the Grand Juries at assizes were empowered to make 
presentments of money, and that the presentments so made should be under the like powers, 

&c., as to raising, levying, and duly applying and accounting for the money presented, as 
theretofore used in the Court of King’s Bench, or, by any law then subsisting, directed for 
presentments at assizes. 

A later statute, 26 Geo. III. c. 40, regulated presentments of money in the county of 26 Geo. III. c, 40. 
the city and the mode of accounting for the public money, and gave additional powers for 
levying same, but was afterwards, with some exceptions, repealed; this statute conferred on 
the Quarter Sessions Grand Juries concurreiit authority with the Term Grand Juries to 
make certain presentments. The 6th section of the 29 Geo. II. c, 14, which abolished the 
power of presenting money by Quarter Sessions Grand Juries, had excepted the Quarter 
Sessions Grand Juries of the county of the city of Dublin. 

The fiscal powers of the Grand Juries of the city of Dublin, both Term and Sessions, arc 33 Geo. IIT. c. 56.' 
now principally governed by the statutes 33 Geo. III. c. 56, 47 Geo. III. sess. 2, cap. 74, Geo. HI. sess.2, 
and 49 Geo. III. cap. 20 — the two latter are local Acts. Other statutes, under which the ttt 

rand Juries present certain sums in lieu of fees to public officers, and by which the present- * 

ments for prisons are regulated, have been already noticed in this Report. 

The county’ of the city of Dublin has been commonly excepted from the general Acts relating 
0 Grand Juries, and seems impliedly excepted from all such Acts which only provide for the 
regulatfon and proceedings of Grand Jurors at assizes, without adding the. words “ presenting 
erms;” as, for instance, the late important statute, 3, 4 Will. IV. c. 78, enabling the rate- 
payers to act at special sessions. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DUBLIN. 100 



REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON 



MUNICIPAL 
REGULATIONS. 
Sessions Grand 
Juries. 



139. The power of the Quarter Sessions Grand Jury to present money was, by the 27th and 
28th sections of the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, limited to presentments for the following purposes, viz. : 
1. For the repair of injuries occasioned by fire, or other unforeseen accident, to the gaols or 
public prisons of th^ city in the time of vacation, and when it may be necessary to make use of 
the public money to repair such gaols or buildings, before any presenting Grand Jury at 
the terms can assemble to make provision for the same ; in which case the Sessions Grand 
Jury may cause valuations to be made of the sura necessary to be expended in the repair of 
such gaols or buildings, and make presentments of the sums necessary to complete such repair, 
which sums the treasurer is directed to pay, provided he has sufficient money in his hands for 
that purpose, and provided such presentments shall be confirmed by the justices at Quarter 
Sessions ; 2, for the building and i-epair of the Sessions-house ; 3, for carrying and conveying 
prisoners to and from trial ; 4, for the crier and servants of the Sessions-Court and Ghand 
Jury ; 5, for gaoler, deputy gaoler, and turnkey ; 6, for surgeon, for examining health of 
prisoners ; 7, for repair, preservation, and necessaries for the gaol (bread and apothecaries bill 
excepted). The fifth, sixth, and seventh heads are now provided for exclusively by the Term 
Grand Juries under the Gaol Acts. 

The 29th section of the same statute (33 Geo. III. c. 56) provides, that the repeal of the 
26 Geo. III., thereby made, should not affect the rights of the clerks of the peace of the city 
of Dublin to the several presentments which the Sessions Grand J ury were thereby authorized 
and had been accustomed to make for them. This is more fully noticed in our account of the 
emoluments of the clerks of the peace. 

For the purpose of conveying a more distinct idea of the jurisdiction now exercised by the 
Sessions’ Grand Jury in presenting money for public purposes, under the limitations above 
imposed by the 33 Geo. III. we give a copy of the presentments made by them at Michaelmas 
Sessions, 1833, and January Sessions, 1834. 

Presentments at Michaelmas Sessions, 1833. 



To a presentment to Messrs. Green and Archer, clerks of the peace, 
being amount of their lees on prisoners tried and convicted, pursuant 

to the 49 Geo. III. c. 101, and 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 77 . . • £486 6 1 

To ditto, to same, pursuant to an Act peissed 31 Geo. III. c. 11, s. 1 . • 46 3 I 
To ditto, to same, for prosecuting nuisance presentments, pursuant to 

33 Geo. III. . . 18 9 2 

To ditto, to same, for drawing and entering presentments, pursuant to 

26 Geo. III. c. 40, s. 31, and 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 29 . . . 9 4 7 

To ditto, to high sheriffs, their amount, fees on prisoners tried and con- 
victed, pursuant to the 49 Geo. III. c. 101, and 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 77 109 8 11 
To ditto, to John Smith, gaoler of Newgate, for his fees on like, pur- 
suant to like . . . . . . . • . 60 17 11 

To ditto, to John Ryan, crier, for like, pursuant to like . . . 46 1 8 

To ditto, to same, for his care and attention to the duties of his office, 

pursuant to the 33d Geo. III. c. 56, s. 28 . . . . . 12 0 0 

To ditto, to John Norris, I’or one quarter’s salaiy, due this Sessions, 

pursuant to like Act (summoner of witnesses) . . . . 20 0 0 

To ditto, to Sarah Bower, court-keeper, 25^. part thereof being for one- 
half-year’s salary, due this sessions ; 91. other part thereof for sta- 
tionery ; and 3/. 8s. 3d for providing coals and candles, pursuant 

to like 37 8 3 

To ditto, to Catherine Benn, door-keeper, for half-a-year’s salary, due 

this Sessions, pursuant to like . . . . . . 17 10 0 

To ditto, to James Walker, door-keeper, for the like, pursuant to like . 17 10 0 

To ditto, to Henry Rooke, door-keeper, for like, pursuant to like . 17 10 0 

To ditto, to William Powen, door-keeper, for like, pursuant to like . 17 10 0 

To ditto, to Eliza Vance, house-keeper of the Sessions-house, 25Z. for 
half-a-year’s salary, and 20f. for half-a-year’s allowance for providing 
coals and candles, pursuant to 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 28 . . . 45 0 0 

To ditto, to Arthur Newill, city surveyor, for surveys, reports, and pre- 
sentments of dangerous old houses, pursuant to like, s. 29 . . 12 14 0 

To ditto, to James Morris, painter, for work done in the Sessions-court, 

pureuant to like . . . . . . . . • 8 19 0 

To ditto, to John Jackson, ironmonger, for work done in the Sessions- 

court, pursuant to like Act . . . . . . .116 4 



Presentments at January Sessiems, 1834. 



To a presentment to Messrs. Green and Archer, clerks of the peace, 
being amount of their fees on prisoners tried and convicted, pursuant 

to the 49th Geo. III. and 1 & 2 Geo. IV. .... 492 10 0 

To ditto, to same, for one quarter’s allowance, pursuant to 31 Geo. III. 46 3 1 

To ditto, to same, prosecuting nuisance presentments, pursuant to the 

26 Geo. III. and 33 Geo. Ill 18 9 2 

To ditto, to same, for drawing and entering presentments, and attending 

grand juries, pursuant to 33 Geo. III. . . . . . 9 4 7 

To same, to high sheriffs, being amount of their fees on prisoners tried 

and convict^, pursuant to 49 Geo. III. and 1 & 2 Geo. IV. . . 110 16 8 
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20 0 0 
10 0 0 



8 8 0 
4 12 8 



To ditto, to John Smith, gaoler, for his fees on like, pursuant to like 
To ditto, to John Ryan, crier, for his fees on like, pursuant to like 
To ditto, for same, for his care and attention to the duties of his office 
To ditto, to John Norris, for one quarter’s salary, due to him this 
Sessions, pursuant to like 

To ditto, to Eliza Vance, house-keeper, for providing an assistant to 
cleanse the bessions-court, pursuant to like 
To ditto, to Arthur Neville, city surveyor, for surveys, reports, and prel 
sentments of old houses, pursuant to like . . . . 

To ditto, to John Jackson, for ironmongery done in the s’essions-court* 
pursuant to like . . . - . 

To ditto, to Gas Light Compaaiy, for lighting one lamp in the Sessions'- 
court, pursuant to like .... 413 

The quaitor sessions grand jury make presentments at each sessions, so that many of the 
pvesei. ments above mentioned are made four times a year ; some of them varving-snch as the 
presentmen s to officers for and for repairs; and others being iixed-^such Is sllaries. Those 
lyhich are stated to be for half a year are, of course, made only at each alternate quarter ses- 

, y r.o ^ convicted. Before the passing of 

' nt til .'t yoto.made to these several officers on acquitted prisoners, 

(See anfe title Town Clerks, theirfnnction^ Tho Ptoseitment of 

4b/. di.lcL to the cleiks ofthepeaceis made quarterly, under the authority of the 31 Geo III 
in consequence of additional trouble imposed on those 
officeis. The presentment of9/. 4s. Id. is also made quarterly to the same officers. The present- 
ment for the prosecution of nuisances is made to them, not as clerks of the peace, but as laiv agents 
of tlie grandjuiy employed for that purpose, as already noticed. The presentments to theci4rof 
the sessions-court are also made quarterly, and the fees and salary of this office appear to 
amount to about 250/. per annum. We see no adequate reason for the continuance of this se- 
parate power ot assessment in the sessions grand juries. 

Term Grand Juries 

m which they are bound to present, and have no power of rejection, or in cases in which thev 
have a discretion either to present or reject. In some of the first class of cases they possess' no 
poiver ol regulating the amount of the presentments, while in others, although they cannot re- 
ject the presentment altogether, they have power to control its amount, either by exerting their 
vigilance m making provident contracts, or by making limited grants. The cases in which thev 
have no power to reject or regulate the amount of the presentments are, grants to charitable in- 
stitutions ; the payment of instalments of loans made by government to the board of health • in- 

terwt upon an advance of money made by goveniment to the Commissioners of Wide Sreets under 

the 47 Geo. Ill cap Ixxiv. (local act), hereinafter noticed ; the salaries of certain public officers • 
rmts tor the sites of goals and prisons ; and presentments to the clerks of the crown, and other 
officers. 111 lieu of fees. 

grand juries can exercise a controlling power over the amount, Extent of their con 
ceS?sn^ffi T” which the discretion is limited within trolling power, 

ceitam specified sums. The salaries of and allowances to several officers are of this descrip 
tion; and, m such cases, particularly as to salaries, the controlling power of the grand lurv is 
lery seldom eprcised, it being usual, in such cases, to present to tie full amount of their autho- 
rity. As to the supply of necessaries to the gaols and prisons of the city, the grand iui-y have 
It m their power to confer much benefit on their fellow citizens by the exercise of a \ngilant 
ecoiioniy. A strong opinion, however, has prevailed amongst some of the citizens, that this 

poiver has not been exercised, m many instances, with due regard to the public interests, while 

on tile part of the grand juries it is alleged, that the contracts in these cas^ are advertised for in 
taffiffie supply persons who make the most eligible offers invariably oh- 

Much evidence ivas given on this subject before the Committee of the House of Commons on 
thetocal taxation of the city of Dublin, which sat in the year 1823, and to whose report wo refer. 
i,„ 1 laid before us of any particular instances of improvident contracts made 

y . juries m reference to these supplies. The suspicions entertained as to the 

partialities ot the grand juries in the exercise of their powers of disposing of public money are 
piooably much exaggerated by the general distrust entertained towards them from their beiiiw 
pi'owcdin^™ '™ have already described, and from the secrecy of thei? 

The presontmeiils with respect to which the grand juries possess the power of rejection are 
pSworta “""I repairing roads and bridges, and other such 

ri repaired by the grand jury ot the city are those situate within the county of the 

no". trithout the Circular Road. With the bridges over the Liffey, the grand jurors have 
™ey are placed under the superintendence of the Ballast Board. The bridges 
^ those for the building and repairing of which the term grand juries 

I)i ^^hen the centre of a road is the boundary between the county of 

i-'UDUii and the county of the city, thegrand juryof the county of the city is, by the 33 Geo. Ill, 
to appoint an ovemeer over their side of such road, and to present for the 
invv • when a bridge, pipe, or gullet is similarly circumstanced, thecity grand 

P>'®sent one half the expense of making or repairing the 
innr ^ ^1 tliis case directed not to pay the money unless the county grand 

J y piesent the other moiety of the expense. The roads, for the making and repairs of which 

0 



Public Works. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




DUBLIN. 102 



MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 



Causes of Increase 
of Taxation. 



Officers of Grand 
Jury. 



REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON 

the city grand jury have to provide are principally to the south of the Liffey, as the county of 
the city extends in that direction to the Black Rock, a distance of nearly five statute miles from 

the city, and there are no turnpike trusts in that direction. t -c- . x loo^ , 

The sums presented for repairing roads are very considerahle. In Easter term, loo4, the 
amount presented for such objects was 2,595Z. Is. bd. The sums are presented to indinduals 
appointed annual overseers, to be by them expended for the purposes proposed. Some of them 
are generally members of the grand jury. It does not appear tha,t any advertisements are 
published inviting conti’acts for such works, and the county of the city of Dublin, ^ we have 
already noticed, is not comprised in the late statute, 3, 4 Will. IV. c. 78, which contains 
special provisions of great importance and value, applicable to presentment of this nature 
The chief bridges, on the Dodder, presented for by the grand jury, are Donnybrook Bridge, 
Ball’s Bridge, and Ringsend Bridge. A new bridge has been recently erected at the first-named 
place, and extensive alterations are in progress at Ball’s Bridge. The erection of Donnybrook 
Bridge has been the subject of much animadversion, as well on the grand jury as on indivi- 
duals°connected with the transaction. The amount of the first presentaent for this bridge 
was 5,603^. 3 j. \d. This presentment appears to have been made at Easter term, 1830, by 
the grand jury, merely on plans and estimates furnished by the architecte of the corporation, 
Messrs. Semple and Son, without any public advertisement. These architects, one of whom, 
Mr. John Semple, jun„ was a sheriff of the city in the subsequent year (1831), considered the 
contract as made with them on that occasion, and actually proceeded with some prehminaiy 
preparations towards the erection of the bridge. However, the overseers appointed to expend 
the money subsequently advertised for proposab, and entered into a contract with a farm of 
considerable eminence for the execution of the work for 5,000^. There was another estimate 
furnished on that occasion for 4,500/., and it was stated to usbyone of the contractors, that 
he heard the reason why the person who sent in that estimate did not obtair^he contract was 
that he could not refer to any public work in which he had been engaged. The preparatioas 
made by the Messrs. Semple were taken advantage of by the actual contractors, ^ who pdd 
Messrs. Semple 46/. for the materials, &c„ prepared by them. But a veiy serious imputation 
was made, in the progress of our inquiry, that the contractors had procured the extract by 
means of the payment of the sum of 1,500/. to the Messrs. Semple, or one of them. I he elder 
Mr. Semple became insolvent, and in the schedule filed by him previously to his discharge in 
the Insolvent Debtor’s Court, he actually stated, that his son had received this large sum from 
those persons. Both the contractors and Mr. Semple, jun., came forward before im, and 
positively denied on oath the fact of any such payment having been made, or any “'^ey 
whatever having been paid to the Messrs. Semple, except the 46/. above mentioned. The 
magnitude of tSe sum presented for a bridge of a single arch of 50 feet span was strongly 
complained of, and, in the instances of other bridges on the same river, it was deposed that much 
smaller sums had been found sufficient. It is, however, we think, difficult to believe that any such 
sum as was stated should have been given to obtain such a contract, especially where the same 
object could have been attained without risk, by making a reduction to the like amount in the con- 
tract price proposed. Asto the cost of the bridge, the contractors deposed that everypart ofthe 
expenditure was verified on oath, and that the price for the bridge, according to its cubical 
contents, was considerably less than what they had been in the habit of receiving for several 
years for similar works. _ ^ i 

The contract price we have mentioned was only for the erection of the bridge, large sums 
were subsequently presented for the approaches to it, and, in the whole, the cost of this work 
exceeded 7,000/. 

The following are the most considerahle items of the expenditure — 

Sum presented to the overseers as expended by them in building 
the bridge . . . . . . • _ • ■ £5,354 19 9 

Presentment to John Semple, jun., for his trouble in preparing plans, 

elevations, sections, and estimates for the bridge, (Easter, 1832) . 100 0 0 

Ditto for road and parapet walls near the bridge .... 908 4 2 

Ditto for forming the approaches to the bridge, (Michaelmas, 1832) 510 9 6 

Ditto to John Semple, for planning and superintending the formation 

of the approaches, (Easter, 1833) . . . . • • 70 18 8 

£6,944 12 1 

Besides various presentments at different terms for building walls, sewers, &c., rendered 
necessary by the erection of the bridge and alteration of the road. 

From various Causes, the Increase in the amount of the grand jury Taxation of the city of 
Dublin has been enormous within the last filly years. The principal have been the addition 
made by authority of parliament to the salaries of several officers paid by presentments of the 
grand jury, the provisions made for payment of the fees of prisoners by presentments, and 
uie very considerable addition which has been made to the jurisdiction of the criminal courts ot 
the county of the city by adding to the city, under the Police Act, for puiposes of crimmri 
jurisdiction, all such parts of the county of Dublin as are situate within the Circular Road. 
From this last cause, as well as from the increase of population and crime, have avisra the 
necessity of building an increased number of prisons, maintaining an additional staff of otneers, 
the support and payment of the fees of prisoners who in reality belong to the county, and a 
serious addition to the expense of prosecutions, while the wdiole of this vast increase to the 
burthens for the sustainment of which the Grand Juries ai-e bound to provide, is left to be 
borne solely by the county of the city. 

141. The Officers for the payment of whose salaries the Grand Juries provide, besides those 
already noticed as attached to the Sessions-house and prisons, are, — 
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The Treasurer of the County of the City of Dublin. municipal 

The Secretary of the Grand Jury. REGULATIONS. 

The Inspector of the City Accounts. 

The Collectors of the Grand Jury and Wide Street Cesses. 

The Treasurer of the coraty of the city of Dublin is elected by the magistrates of Treasurer, how 

the county ot the city (without regard to qualification of property), under tlie 49 Geo. fleeted, &e. 

III. cap. s. 3, (Local Act,) which directs, that, where a vacancy occurs, the lord 
mayor shah, within twenty-one days after such vacancy, convene the board of magistrates 
of the county of the city to meet at the sessions-house, between the hours of twelve 
at noon and two m the afternoon, and by the majority of votes of the magistrates who 
shah be present (notwithstanding want of qualification in property), shall piweed to elect 
f u treasurer of the city of Dublin; provided that no person 

who shall be elected shall be capable of serving in said office, unless he shall immediately 

after lus election m open court enter into a recognizance, before the chainnan of the 
meeting at, wffiich he shjffi be elected and any other magistrate present at such election, in 
the sum of 5,000/., and shall procure two or more sufficient sureties at the same time, each in a 
sum equal to one half the sum m which the said treasurer shall bind himself (the condition 
being to account truly for, and_ pay over, the monies received by him, and discharge the duties 
of hi5 oltice) , 1 his Act contains some other provisions respecting the treasurer and his sureties 

which we deem it unnecessary to notice more in detail. It is obvious, that, as the charter- 
justices of the city ar^ the lord mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen, and, of the additional magistrates 
appointed under the Police Act four are sheriffs’ peers, the appointment of the treSurer is 
substantially vested in the corporation. 

Tile Duties of the office wfll he presently noticed in stating the manner of levying, disbursing His Dntips an J 
and acconntmu for the grand jury cess. The Emoluments of the treasurer arii lorn two nil- Emokmentr 
sentments made by the term grand jury. ^ 

One for his salary, under the authority of the 49 Geo. III. cap. xx. s. 8, 
for 150/. Irish each presenting term, being, per armnm . . £276 8 4 

The other is for complying with the 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. relative to 
wide streettaxes, 75/. Irish each presenting term, being, per annum . 138 9 2 

Making a total sal^y of 450/. Irish, or British per annum. . . £414 17 6 

The Secretary of the Term Grand Jury is appointed by that body. The appointment is made Secretaiy oi Grand 
under the authority of the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 23, and is for both the term and sessions 
brand Junes. I his officer, however, does not discharge any duties ivith respect to the sessions 
Sand J ly arise from presentments made half-yearly by each presenting 

One under the authority of 49 Geo. Ill, cap. xx. s. 8, for 75/. Irish Emoluments, 

half-yearly, being, per annum . .... .£138 9 2 

Another under the 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. for complying with said Act 
relative to wide streets, for 25/. Irish half-yearly, being, per annum . 46 3 2 



£184 12 4 



0 7 

I amount occur in 



In addition to which the following presentment appears in the presentment- 
sheet of Easter term, 1834 : — 

To Alexander and John Montgomery, secretaries, the smn of 83/. 

6^. 7d., being their taxed bill of costs for law bminess done by order 
of the Grand Jury, and the sum of 79/. 14 j. expended by them for 
advertising, by order of same, pursuant to account, affidavit, and 
33 Geo. Ill 

This presentment is for one-half year, and similar presentments va 
each presenting term. 

The office of Inspector of the City Accounts was created by the 47 Geo. III. sess. 2, cap. Ixxiv. inspector of City 
s. (loc, and pers.), which authorises the appointment of an inspector of the accounts of the Accounts, 
tre^urei- of the county of the city of Dublin, and of the collectors of the rates directed to be 
levied by that Act, and also of all Grand Jury rates in the county of the city by presentment • 
ftplaces the election of the first inspector in the members of the then late Grand Jury, and 
directs, that whenever a vacancy shall occur in the office a new inspector shall be elected by the 
members of the presenting Grand Jui-y, which had sat next before such vaeanevj in manner 
by the Act paiiicularly described. 

Tile Duties of this officer are pointed out by the 43d section of the same Act, and will be Duties r.f 
presently stated. 

, '^^®P’wision made for the Salary of this officer by the 47 Geo. III. sess. 2, cap. Ixxiv. s. 45, is 
that the Grand Jury may present, “ at each Easter and Michaelmas term,” “ a sum not ex- 
11 '^pnsideratiqn of his labour and trouble in the discharge of the duties of the 

0 ce. Under this power it appears that a presentment is made for this officer at each pre- Salary of. 
sen mg term of 50/. for that term, and ol 50/. for tiro next, or, as it is called, the accounting 
tei-m; thus, in fact, this officer receives 50/. for each of the four terms, or 200/. per annum, 
instead of 100/., as, it appears to us, the legislature has provided, 
ilie Collectors of the Grand Jury Cess were foimerly appointed by the parochial authorities; Collectors of City 
ey aie now appointed by the term Grand Jury, for the several parishes of the county of the Rates. 

• J, un^r the statute 33 Geo. III. e. 56, s. 7, and are removeable by the Grand Jury at plea- 
sure. There are nineteen parishes, and eight collectore are at present appointed, amongst Howaanointed 
whom the several parishes are apportioned as follows b appoimea. 

0 2 
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One Collector to the Parish of . 
One „ » 

One „ 5, • 

One „ ), 

One „ j, 

One „ „ 

One „ „ 

One „ « 



. St. Maiy. 

, St. Anne. 

/St. Paul. 

1 St. Bridget. 

■ jSt. Nicholas Without, and 
[St. Nicholas Within. 

1 st. James. 

St. Michan. 

St. Audeon, and 
St. John. 

St. Andrew and 
St. Werburgh. 

St. Thomas and 
St. Michafil. 

I St. Mark, 

■j St. Catherine, City Liberty, and 
iSt. Catherine, Thomas Court. 

St. Peter, and 
St. Mai’y, Donnybrook. 



It is provided by the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 7, that the treasurer shall not deliver any war- 
rant to any person appointed collector to empower him to collect, until he shall have entered 
into one or more recognizances, according to the number of parishes he shall be appointed to 
collect, before the lord mayor, to be acknowledged to the treasurer and to his successors, him- 
self in 500/., and two sureties, to be approved by the Grand Jury, in 250/. each, for the due 
discharo-e of the duties of his office. 

The Duties of the Collector are prescribed by the statute, and are hereinafter noticed ni our 
account of the mode of levying and accounting for the public money. 

The Remuneration of the Collectors is provided by the 9th section of the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, 
which authorizes the grand jury, at Easter and Michaelmas terms, to present for each collector 
l.y. in the pound on the sum collected and pmd to the treasurer by him since the last presenting 
term, provided he has strictly performed his duty in every respect, but not otherwise. 



The sum presented at Easter tenn, 1834, to the collectors, for the 
collections made by them since the Michaelmas term preceding, 
amounted to . . . ♦ • • • • .£7/043 

And for collecting the Wide Street Tax, pursuant to 47 Geo. III. cap. 

Ixxiv. during the same period, being, for one-half year . . . 128 5 5 



£898 9 8 

A sum, for the expenses of collection alone, which exceeds the entire amount of the Grand Jury 
assessments about sixty years ago. 

It has appeared before us that losses have been sustained in consequence of the defaults of 
some of the collectors, and in particular of one, the collector of St. Mary’s parish, who re- 
cently absconded. It did not appear that any proceedings had been taken to compel his 
sureties to make good his deficiency. Some proceedings of a criminal nature against the col- 
lector appear to have been contemplated, but were abandoned, as it was stated, from anticipated 
difficulties in procuring sufficient evidence. 

Wliether Collectors Several of the citizens complain that the withdrawing of the appointment and control of the 
should he appointed Collectors from the churchwardens has been theoccasion of considerable fraud, and they desire that 
by tlie Parishes. appointment and control of such collectors shall be restored to them, or rather placed in the 

hands of the Vestries ; while it is alleged, on the part of the Grand Juries (an allegation sus- 
tained by the recitals of the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, and by evidence given before the committee on 
the local taxation of Dublin in 1823), that the appointment was transferred to the Grand Jury 
in consequence of the defaults and misconduct of the former parish collectors. We think, how- 
ever, that a much more extensive reformation in the mode of imposing and collecting the several 
taxes of the city of Dublin is required than any that could be expected from the proposed change. 
Pi esentment of In addition to the above officers, whose salaries are altogether paid by presentments of the 

other OfEeers. term Grand Juries, there are several others to whom Presentments are made by the same body. 

The following is a summary from the presentment-sheet of Easter term, 1834, of all other 
presentments made to such officers, or which are in any way connected with the administration 



of justice, and have not been already mentioned : — 

To secretary of wide street commissioners, for complying with the 

47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. (See post, title “ Wide Streets”) . . £23 1 7 

To court-keeper of King’s Bench, for one year’s salary, due this term, 

pursuant to like . . . . - . . . . 25 0 0 

To crier of same court, for ditto, due this term, pursuant to like . 20 0 0 

To the coroners of the city, for inquests held by them, pursuant to 

1 Geo. IV _ 42 0 0 

To Thomas Pettigi'ew, for stationery supplied for the use of the grand 
jury, pursuant to 33 Geo. III. and 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. . . 97 5 3 

To clerk of the crown for returns made by him to parliament, of 

prisoners committed, tried, and convicted of criminal offences . 10 10 0 

To same, for his fees on prisoners acquitted and discharged at commis- 
sions held in January, February, and April, 1834, pursuant to like 
aml23, 24Geo. m.c. 34,and49Geo.m.e. 101 . . . 55 10 0 
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To same, for same, on prisoners tried and convicted at said commissions, 
pursuant to like and 1, 2 Geo. IV. c. 77. ..... 
To crier of commission-court, for his fees on prisoners tried at said 
commissions, pursuant to like and 49 Geo. III. c. 101. 

To sub-sheriff of city, for fe^ on prisoners tried in October, 1833, 
January, February, and April, 1834, and expenses attending execu- 
tions, pursuant to like and 23, 24 Geo. III. c. 34, and 49 Geo III 

c. 101 

To the treasurer, so much expended by him in paying witnesses’ ex- 
penses at commissions and sessions held since August last, pursuant 
to account, affidavit, and 55 Geo. III. c. 91. 

To same, being so much paid by him to medical men for their attend- 
ance on coroner’s inquests, pursuant to like and 10 Geo. IV. c. 37. 
To sarne, being so much expended by him for stamps for drafts and 
receipts, and lord mayor’s seals to warrants, pursuant to account, 
affidavit, and 49 Geo. III. cap. xx. (Ipc. and pers.) 

To ditto, to housekeeper of the sessions-house, for supplying grand 
and petit juries with fires and candles, and cleaning court and jury 
rooms for six months, ending this term, pursuant to affidavit 
To court-keeper of the sessions-house, for supplying grand and petit 
juries with paper, pens, and ink, and other necessaries for said six 
months, due ditto, pursuant to like ...... 

To the clerks of the peace, for returns made by them to the lord lieutenant 
of prisoners tried and convicted of criminal offences and misdemeanors 
in Ireland, in the year 1833 ...... 



£54 5 11 
5 18 10 

35 14 9 

188 17 10 
88 8 3 

92 14 5 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 

31 10 0 



DUBLIN. 

MUNICIPAL 

REGUL.VnONS. 



By a reference to that part of this Report in which we have spoken of the prisons of the Salaries of Officers, 
city of Dublin, and. detailed the Emoluments of the Officers and Servants connected with them • 
and to that part in which we have stated the presentments made by the quarter sessions 
grand juries, and also to the above, it will be seen how much the taxation of the city is 
au^ented by presentments to the several officers of the couits and prisons for fees"^ on 
prisoners, and for the supply of necessaries to the grand juries, and the performance of minor 
duties. We think it abundantly appears on the inspection of those presentments that this is a 
mode of providing for the payment of public officers that should be at once abolished ; and 
that the principle of remunerating such officers by fixed salaries^ which the, legislature has 
already adopted in the several counties of Ireland, should be also applied to the county of the 
city of Dublin. 



142. BesMes the presentments above detailed, and those for the use of the prisons of the city, there Presentments for 
are several Presentments for Chailtable Purposes, and one for the rent of a house for the staff of other purposes, 
the city of Dublin militia. 



They are as follows, viz. : — 

To the tre^urer of the Charitable Infirmary, Jervis-street, for half a 
year’s allowance, due ditto, pursuant to 45 Geo. III. c. 3, and 49 

Geo. III. c. 56 £100 0 0 

To the treasurer of Mercer’s Hospital, for ditto, due ditto, pursuant 

100 0 0 

To ditto, to the treasurer of the Hospital of Incurables, for ditto, due 

ditto, pursuant to like . . . . . . . . ] 00 0 0 

To colonel of the city of Dublin militia, for half a year’s rent of a house. 

No. 12, Temple Street, due 1st May, 1834, lor the adjutant and 
stores of said regiment, pursuant to 10 Geo. IV. c. 29. . . 25 0 0 

To a presentment to the Lords of the Treasury, being the proportion of 
the advance made by them from the Board of Health for the city of 

Dublin, pursuant to 58 Geo. III. c. 47. ..... 1500 0 0 

To Chai-les M'Carthy, Esq. treasurer of the Dublin General Dispensary, 
for half a year’s allowance, due tliis tenn, pursuant to account, affi- 
davit, and 58 Geo. III. and 3 Geo. IV 76 10 4 

To the treasurer of the Sick Poor Institution, Meath Street, for ditto, 
due ditto, pursuant to like . . . . . . . 88 19 6 

To the treasuj-er of the Donnybrook Dispensary, for ditto, due ditto, 
pursuant to like . . . . . . . . . 50 0 0 

In addition to which this sheet contains several presentments to Overseere 
of roads, foot-paths, walls, sewers, and bridges, &c. at the south side 
of the city, amounting in the whole to 3595 1 0 



There is also a joint presentment made in that term by the city and county grand 
juries of 553^. 8j. 7d. for the Wide Street Commissioners, to enable them to pay half a year’s 
interest, due the 24th day of June, 1834, on the sum of 36,895/. 6 j. 5d. advanced to them by 
the Lords of the Treasury, as per certificate, pursuant to the 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. (Vide, vast 
title “Wide Streets.”) . i \ 

^hole amount of the moneys presented by the grand juries of the sessions of Michaelmas, 
lo33, and of January, 1834, and by the grand jury of Easter Term, 1834, was 16,314/. 4s. 6d. 
^elusive of the joint presentment above-mentioned. When it is considered — that this is for one 
halt year only, and that, in addition, the wide street tax is levied by the same collectoi-s, and 
under the authority of the same warrants as the grand jury rates, and that it is, also, exclusive 
ot arrears, whether solvent and to be collected under the old warrants, or insolvent and to be 



Amnimt of all Pre- 
sentmenfs. 
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re-applotted and collected from the solvent inhabitants of the respective parishes, — it becomes 
manifest that this single branch of the local taxes must press with great severity on the poor 
parishes of the city, which scarcely enjoy any benefit from its outlay ; and it will be the less a 
subject of surprise that the grand jury cess should be the cause of considerable jealousy and 
complaint, when we state that the whole amount of this tax, for eleven years, commencing in 
1764, and ending in 1774, was only 27,000^., of which 9,800^. was for building bridges over the 
river Liffey, 3,000/, for building Neu'gate, and nearly 1300/. for transporting felons, an expense 
which is now borne by the Government, so that only about 13,000/. was, during those eleven 
years, expended on -matters that are now the usual objects of Grand Jury presentments ; and 
we may thus calculate the increase of Grand Jury taxation from the year 1 774 to the year 1834, 
in round numbers, as an increase from 1,200/. to 32,000/. per annum. 

143. The Grand Jury presentments of money to be levied oif the city of Dublin are made, as 
before mentioned, by the grand juriesof each of the foxu’ quarter sessions of the county of the 
city, and also by the grand juries impannclled in the Court of King’s Bench, at Easter and 
Michaelmas terms, which are called presenting terms ; all the terms are accounting terms. 
The sums presented at the two quarter sessions next preceding Easter and Michaelmas 
terms respectively are retuimed to the treasurer of the city, who lays them before the term 
grand jury. They are also laid before the Court of King’s Bench, with the other present- 
ments ; but the grand jury or Court of King’s Bench do not appear to possess any control 
over them, save that they are apportioned amongst the several parishes of the county of the city, 
together with the moneys presented by the term grand jury. 

The mode of making that apportionment is provided for by the 33 Geo. III. c. 56, as amended 
by the 47 Geo. III. cap.lxxiv. The 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 2, directs, that the grand jury shall, in 
Michaelmas term in every third year, or oftener if necessary, take an account of minister’s money 
payable in each parish, and from thence form a table of the proportions payable by each paiish 
respectively, and present the same as a fit table for applotting the public money. This Act further 
(s. 4) directs the treasurer, within ten days after Easter and Michaelmas terms respectively, to ap- 
plot, by said table, the public money on the several parishes ; and insert such applotments in war- 
rants, which the lord mayor is empowered and required to sign, anddirect and cause to be delivered 
to the churchwardens of the several parishes, as had been from time immemorial accustomed. 
By the44thseetionof the47Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv., an important alteration is made as to the sums 
to be inserted in the warrants to the churchwardens ; for it directs, that at every Easter and 
Michaelmas term, after the accounting affidavits, and the presentments authorising or cm- 
poworino' any overseers to e.xpend any sums in executing any public w^orks, shall have been 
fiated by the court, the inspector of accounts shall make out an account for the city at large ; 
in which he shall make the said city of Dublin the debtor for all sums that have been at former 
times accounted for and have not been demanded, and for the amount of all sums standing or 
being the first day of that term in the quasre book for the said, city at large, and that may be 
accounted for, and for the amount of all sums that were presented and fiated that term ; 
and shall give the said city credit for such part of the cash in bank as shall belong to the said 
city at large ; and, after having struck the balance, shall apportion it, as near as may be, on the 
several parishes ; and shall in like manner make out a separate account for each parish, 
adding to the debit side the proportion of the sum each parish is to pay, which was presented 
on the said city at large in that term ; and, having struck the balance at the bottom of the 
account of each parish, the Grand Jury, on the last day of terra, shall present these several 
balances to be raised on the several parishes, and shall at the same time lay before the Court 
the several accounts signed by the said inspector — provided that it shall he lawful to fiat all 
such arrears as the grand jury shall present to be levied on the district or parish where such 
arrears became due, in addition to the sum presented as the portion each district is to pay of 
the sums presented that term to be applotted. 

The result of this amendment appears to be, that, if the cash in bank to the credit of the city shall 
amount to more than sufficient to discharge all claims upon it, arising from presentments of 
previous terras, either then accounted for, or which may thereafter be accounted for, and from 
presentments of money made and fiated that terra, such overplus shall be deducted from 
the presentments made in that term, and that the balance only shall be. apportioned on the 
several parishes, and inserted in the warrants to be made to the churchwardens. 

The 33 Geo. III. c. 56, s. 5, enacts, that the minister and churchw'ardens shall, witliin 
fourteen days after receipt of the warrant, convene a vestry of the inhabitants of their parish, to 
applet and assess on the several solvent inhabitants of said parish their respective proportions 
of the public money : and in case the minister, churchwardens, and inhabitants shall, on 
notice from the treasurer, refuse or omit to assemble and applot, within the time so limited, 
the proportion of the public money which the said parish is to beai-, on the solvent inhabitants, 
or shall neglect, or refuse to comply with, or carry into execution, any requisition which may be 
made to them by any grand jury, pursuant to the said Act, for the purpose of applotting and 
aiding in the collecting of the public money to be levied off the several parishes, it shall be 
la^vful for the Court of King’s Bench to fine such minister, churchwardens, or parishioners, in 
a sum not exceeding 100/., to be levied in the manner and for the purposes in said Act specified. 
The churchwardens are further directed, by s. 6, within six days after applotment made, to 
give notice thereof in writing to the treasurer, and to return to him a fair copy of the applot- 
ment ; or, in default thereof, to be fined, as before, in a sum not exceeding 100/. and the 
lord mayor is required, by s. 13, at the instance of the treasurer, within ten days after deliveiy of 
the applotments, to issue his warrants to the several collectors ; which warrants shall continue 
in force respectively until the whole sums mentioned therein shall have been collected ; and 
shall set forth the sums applotted on the respective parishes, and any uncollected arrears of the 
last' or any former warrant or w’arrants (which arrears the churchwardens are thereby em- 
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powered to to-applot, en^d the slid eolleetors to levy tmd collect), and also the original nnnlot 
nrents totnrncd by the churchwardens, or copies thereof: and any collector to whom any'tl 

mSntfme *ereof front' the 

holiday, all such sums of money as they shall h4 receitoi S Itorthe Lasu4^^ to 
them receipts; and if any collector refuse to comply therewith, he or his surges sb,h r„.® 

mJtiS.“ *" Kings Bench as before 

The collectors are directed bv 33 Geo TTT o c ot^ * i 
respe^ve waiTants four days before the es'soigu'-day of the next E^Sr o^ MThTifxSm 
and fully and fairly malto up their accounts of receipts and payments, and of such disbursements 
as they shall necessardy make, and lodge such accounts, signed by them respectively with the 

° rST, 1 f S together wMi 

a list (s 7,) oi the defaulters of that warrant, and an account, verifled by affidavit, of aU sums 
received by them under the then warrant, and an account of arrearsVaid of anrform^ 
wariants, and aitei ftey shall have got credit from the treasurer for such'^arrcars and for all 
payments made to the ‘reasurer on acconnt of the then warrants, or the arrears of any former 
warrants, they shall pay their balances respectively to the treasurer ^ 

Such IS the mode of applottiug and levying the Grand Jury rates of the county of the city 
of DuUui, as threrted by the Legislature. It has been shown in evidence before us that very 
considerable injustice anses to some of the citizens from the conduct of the cohectors in making 
out the lists as to arrears, in which, for the information of the Grand Jm-y, they distinguisf 
between the Solvent and Insolvent Arrears : the solvent arrears are returned to he ckctorew ith 
in “"'r'*--®'™ Otoing them, but the insolvInZe^!s 

undei the 47 Geo. Ill.cap.hixvii., are presented over again to be re-applotted on the parish The 
insolven arrears frequently amount to very considerable sums. Jt appears that Eses are 
fiequentlyietumed m the insolvent list which belong to persons not insolvent and in which 
discharge the tax. In the instance of Mary’s Parish an arrear is 
a eged to have been occasioned, not alone by incorrect returns of insolvents but also bv a 
tinner°!b°^ applotment-books, which being either in the hands of the cohectors or of^fhe 
treasuier, the parishioners had no means of detecting such frauds. Houses let to poor lodgers 
aie also generally returned as msolvenf, though the proprietors are wealthy, and exact *the 
weekly rents from their tenants with the utmost strictnesl ^ ° 

It IS suspected hy the rate-payers that such parts of the arrears as may be collected are not 
*.ys duly accounted for; and it would appear that the circumstance, of the ne“™te con 
tainiiig sums sufficient to ffischarge all existing claims on the rates rthont hari™^ 
te' ertX*’ “ facility for practices of this description. These several matters with 

blS inhSitani rf the“^" “"'’■’“b ''J ‘*to particularly 

OJ the inhabitants of the poorer panshes with regard to the insolvent arrears, where of course 

iiistiee SouldMri 1*V°'™ tehich, with more 

justice, should be dnided amongst the citizens at large. 

tiotd a upplotment of the faxes is, that the money is appor- 

qT»e of ° T™‘ Money charged upon each house, whicl( in conse- 

qi ence ol the scale according to which minister’s money was originally hnposed, as weh as the 
ii tlto making of the valuation at present acted 1, rlndem the 

th”SicZSL™Tfr T =ltodi contribnfe to 

vahatfon of tile Sy. “> ‘>''= 

of m *0 assessment of the puhlic money arises from the limited extent 

&cXX"JZto A ‘rt ‘?'r P“‘ "f tte county of D^bt ilin 

:IKt Idlttrve* toSeT 

Money is as follows- the 
'he coUectors on each Saturday, is directed, by the 49 gIL III 
thLashier of Ireland on or before the Monday following, forwhich 

c 56 f TFl " bank IS to give him his receipt; and, by the 24th section of the S Geo III 
W ““ f “ft- *c time he shotid 

MBI additioTto f »P«; “"ft to“fty tc receive it, he forfeits, and is bomid to pay, 

t- 12, ohliSd to moL to *;!'*“? “fc“cft the treasurer is, by the 49 Gee. III. cap.xx., 
paid out hv the ^ f ?® 1™™ ”“reed hy him from the collectors. The moLy is 

receive it. ^Such 'he persons, or their order, entitled to 

lor public workd L t 1 accounted, for the expenditure of money presented 

The’^iatt I ' Sd” ‘°1 presentments of money have been mSdc and hated bytL ceurts. 
beforfft asTdt „?fe^ “1 P"™"‘ “> ‘ft® ftr Gc«' III. cap. xx., on or 

ftreta must he siS d b rt ’ preftcccd by him to the treasurer of the Grand Jury. Such 

V him delivered^to tim foreman, and be delivered by the inspector to the treasurer, to be 
TheiZi? ^ t ^hose favour they are drawn. 

P'oper Se rf Its f “ to ''®“ ’’y ‘'■S f G"»’ m- “P- cdl on the cashier, or other 

‘lay of each term^^nJrl of the treasurer, signed by that officer, on the essoign- 

j ich that officer is thereby directed to give on demand, and which 
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account the inspector must then compare with the treasurer’s hooks and vouchers ; and having 
ascertained what part of the balance in bank to the credit of the city belongs to each parish, 
shall on the first sitting-clay of term, lay such account before the Grand J ury, and shall per- 
sonaiy attend at the Court of King's Bench on the first sitting-day, if not prevented by illness 
or unavoidable accident, and if so prevented shall depute and send in his place a person, 
for whom he shall be answerable, to receive all affidavits to ground presentments, which he shall 
examine, and report any errors therein ; and he shall examine all affidavits accounting for the 
expenditure of money that shall have been delivered to the Grand Jury, and after having 
received from the clerk of the crown the affidavits on which the presentments so accounted for 
were gi’ounded, he shall annex the grounding and accounting affidavits together, audit and 
compare them, and lay them before the Grand Jury with all convenient speed, together with any 
remarks that may occur to him, to be examined by the Grand Jury, and allowed or disallowed 
by them; and all such affidavits, together with the presentments that the Jury shall make, shall 
be laid before the Court of King’s Bench on the sitting-day next but two before the last day of 
terra ; and all such accounts and presentments shall be returned by the clerk of the crown to 
the inspector, who is then to make out the drafts as already described, and the inspector is then 
afterwards, on the last day of term, to deliver to the clerk of the crown aU such affidavits and 
accounts as he shall have received from him and from the Grand Jury, together with the city 
accounts, to be preserved amongst the records of the office. 

The treasurer, as already mentioned, is, on the first day of each term, bound to lay his 
accounts, on oath, before the Grand Jury; and he is then also to produw the receipts of the 
overseers whose accounts were allowed, and also the receipts of the several persons to whorn any 
moneys were presented to be paid, and which were allowed by the Court, on the drafts of the 
inspector, in cases in which the money has not been demanded. . , — j t. 

In addition to these several checks provided by the Legislature for the officers w ho have the 
manacrement of the public funds, the Grand Jury each term appoint a committee of accounts, 
consisting of five members, who examine and vouch the treasurer s accounts. 

The examination of the accounts of the treasurer by the inspector occupies that officer but a 
few hours, and it would appear to us that the duties perfonned by the inspector could be dis- 
charged by the secretaries of the Grand Jury without much addition to their official duties. 

It was CTacted by the 3d and 4th sections of the 29 Geo. II. c. 14, that no Presentment in 
the Court of King’s Bench for raising money should stand absolutely confirmed until the sixth 
day of the following term, and that the grand jury presentments should be posted up in the 
Court of King’s Bench the first five days of the term next following such presentment “to the 
end that all persons concerned may have notice thereof, and object against or traverse the same 
as they shall think convenient, in like manner as hath been heretofore used. 

This power of traversing presentments seems now regulated by the 33 Geo. lil. c. 56, sec. 
50, which does not contain any provision for posting the presentments as required by the 29 
Geo. II. c. 14. It enables any person who shall think himself aggrieved by a presentment to 
enter a traverse to it, either in the term in which it shall be made, or within eight days next 
after the last day of that term, but requires the person traversing to give security to pay doubk 
costs in case the jury shall confirm the presentment. This section provides, that if the jury shall 
not confirm the presentment, it shall not be lawful for any overseer to proceed to execute it ; a 
provision which seems to imply that the power of traversing here given is confined to cases of 
presentments to be carried into effect by overseers — such as presentments for roads. See. 

There is now, in fact, no public notice given of the presentmente until they are read in court; 
and, of course, no opportunity given to the citizens to consider their propriety, so as to be enabled 
to enter traverses in proper time. t 

The Annual Amount of the Term and. Quarter Sessions Grand Jury Presentments ot each oi 
the four years ending at Michaelmas term, 1834, is as follows ; — 



Presentments for 1831 . 

„ 1832 . 

„ 1833 . 

,. 1834 . 



Term Grand Jury. 


d. 


Sessions Grand Jury. 
£ S. d. 


£ 


Total. 

d. 


26,235 


14 


5 


. 3,427 


6 


8 . 


29,663 


1 1 


28,663 


5 


0 


. 3,488 


10 


1 . 


32,151 


15 4 


29,780 


4 


0 


. 3,187 


2 


0 . 


32,967 


6 0 


30,528 


8 


6 


. 3,454 


7 


2 . 


34,982 


15 8 



145. The Commissioners of Wide Streets of the city of Dublin were originally established under 
the Statute 31 Geo. II. c. 19, for making a wide and convenient way from Essex Bridge to the 
Castle of Dublin. 

For this purpose certain persons nominated by the Act, together with the lord mayor m the 
city for the time being, were constituted commissioners ; and it was provided that they, and tee 
survivors of them, or any five or more of them, might proceed to carry on the specified work. ^ o 
enable them to do which, they were by the Act invested with powere of purchasing by pnvate 
agreement, or of obtaining possession of, by compulsory proceedings, under the valuation of juries, 
such premises as might be necessary for the purpose. 

The Act enabled the commissioners to appoint a treasurer and clerk, and to make them rw- 
sonable allowances ; and on the death of any commissioner, or his refusal to act, authoris^ e 
suiwiving or remaining commissionei's, or any five or more of them, by writing, under their han 
and seals, from time to time, to appoint others in their room. . 

The Act further provided, that if at any time thereafter any sums of money should be gran 
by parliament for or towards the widening and rendering more convenient any other ways, 
streets, or passages, within the city of Dublin, or liberties adjoining, that the commissioner. 
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or the suivHOis of them, together with such other persons as the lord-lieutenant or other chief 
governor should appoint, or any five of them, should hare 'and exercise all such Zers aid 
authonties, m lespect of widening and rendering more convenient all such wavs streets and lias 
sages for which any sum of money should be so granted, as the said commissZers ivere by thi 
said Act entitled to have and exercise for the purposes therein specified 
This Act w as afterwards amended by the 33 Geo. II. c. 15, which ^powered two commis 
s, oners to issue the precept for summoning juries and to discharge Zm, and ti sitTd ici 
in all matters to be tried by a jury, with as full powers as five migteZ the foimer stiut W 
sat or acted ; five being Still necessary for Other pill-poses. ® ^ uiiei siatute tiaie 

These Acts were further amended bv the 7 Gen ITT o 7 x.-Viinis ^ i , 

disposal ofmoneys arising from the purchase by the commisdoners of Zw^resSies of 
ecclesiastical corporation adds the members of parliament for the city of Dublin Zthe 
time being to the commissioners appointed by the former Act. 

» sum of 5,0001. was granted to tho commissioners to be 
applied by them m widening the approach from the castle to tho Parliament-house- but 
no permanent funds were placed at their disposal until the Act of the 21, 22 Geo III c 17 
panted to PIis Majesty a duty of la. per ton upon all coals imported into Dublin 'to b'o uahi 
to the commissioner appointed by the 31 Geo. II. c. 19, to be by them applied, atepaZZ 
oftho salaii^ of a seeretaiy and clerk (the salary of secretary not to exceed 2001 a year Ldthat 
of clerk not to exceed 50t), and of the expenses of the Act. in the first place, in miking oneZ 
more convemeiit stilts from tho castle to the Parliament-house, in aid of the sum of 5 & 
ttfere granted for to puipose, and afterwards to the making or widening such other w™t 
streets, or passages through tho city, for the improvement of tfie city, as the commissioner m 
any nine or mo™ of them, should appoint; or in widening tho serial roads and auproacS to 

ZXZwd f-- ‘he" o" 

'This Act further enabled the commissioner to make assignments, from time to time of the 
cod duty and the moneys ansing therefrom to persons who iight contract for the several loikl 
ho poid the ainount of tho sums contracted to be paid to them, witli interest ’ 

23 2fGet' nr/dr revived and aieZedbythe 

16 , J4 Geo. 111. c. 31, and afterwards, by flie 49 Geo. III. c. 72, and 51 Geo TTT n in 
tmued to the 25th of March, 1832, when'it was permitted to eilC^d tht^Sly ceased ' 
ihe commissioners were empowered by the 23 24 Geo III r 31 tn Ko,-v,w ’ 
on the credit of the duty, and to* issue debentures payable out of the Z^e toifZS 
inteiest not exceeding 6 per cent. ; or to mortgage or demise the duty as security for the’ sums 
borrowed-aiid, with the consent of the inheritor of the land, to take possession olany pieSS 
foi the purposes of opening any new streets, notwithstanding existing hiterests for termO Of yea.? 
giving one month s notice to tho person entitled, and impalnelling a jury to value the°nS’ 

Ik “ was provided that the non-attendance of any commissioner at the meetings of 

S,w *1 ■ f' 32, aftenyards gave powers to the commissioners to take posses- 

sioncf piemiscs valued, and for which the sums assessed had been either paid to thoOeraon 
withWd ™°rt*™“7' fT*"® ‘0 ‘he .provisions of the toimer Acts, wheii the possession was 
rstri ; f t P' d ‘be mode of doing so. It also empowered the commissioners to oi'to 
Sr. Wh bpeb ”p, gtymg reasonable notice thereof, and making compensation to parties 

Xtt tZ/’ *“ ™ ‘he purpose of LZIZ 

SvJwZ'* *’■ ‘tf P‘'?"desthat three commissioner, riiall be siifflcient to do all acts for which 
Zr vitlTiZ ^^"''“‘‘'mM.w-here twelve, and extends their jurisdiction to all 

£cwl iff w eucular road, which limits were afterwards by 32 Geo. III. c. 30, further 
extended to half a mile beyond that road. ' “*"“ei 

MflTi.vf °fZ ®i!°' ■ '■ *’’■ “berwerds further amended by the 30 Geo. Ill c 

tuMriifr’Zbf '■““mg that the commissioners had borrowed a sum of 47,6001. upon deben- 
h ™ 3 f T “3 ‘'“‘5’' '"f ‘bo ‘“to of 5 Por cent., enabled them for 

Ike pui Jiose of paying oft that sum, and to carry on further works, to borrow upon debentures 
f?®;®®.®-' o‘ mlerest not exceeding 4 per cent., and made Lch debentures 
the commissioners might issue a charge upon the coal fluty, and thereby, and by the 31 of 
c- 45, provision was made for their payment. , c or oi 

wldef Z ‘n w ff “mmissioners, if any three of them should deem it expedient, to 

iniy tSntoto f ™ ";oo*o gmimds, or houses going to decay ; to falue, bv a 

neraf ™- of the several persons in the street, and upon application In writing, by the 

•pplot the wbfi ‘■“‘bfeb ‘o two-thirds of the front, or either side of the street, and to assess and 
frSts ™ bf f T™r "'““‘mn »n all the owners or proprietors of the ground to the 
of Sifniwi ™ "‘''“b “f “‘'“bio ppopoitioiis, according to the number 

pritorfff w?" every owner, &c. should have; and in case any owner or pro- 
Zlhs frZZZf fbPy ‘o ‘be eommissioiiers the sums applotted upon liim within six 
•pplotled onto f f '.f “PPlo‘mo“‘' ™kbled tho commissioners to sell and assign the sums so 
"lonev and to f b?b refused to pay, to any pereons who would advance the 

thoulf bf nef bPly ‘be money so raised m the purchase of such parts of the sti-eet, &c„ as 
Th A ^‘^1’ opening or widening it. 

tke Act farther provided for the reimbursement of such persons as might advance money on 
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the security of the sums applotted and i-efused to be paid by the ownei-s of the premises, by 
charrinff the amount of them, with interest at 6 per cent., upon the premises of such owner iu 
the s'treet, with same security as a mortgaged, and enabling the persons adrancing rnoney upon 
them, if not paid in four years, to levy the amount, with interest, by sale ot the premises undera 
decree of a court of equity, upon a bill filed, as if mortgagees of the interest. 

Tlie commissioners’ powers of selling or demising premises, acquired by them under the above 
Acts, were afterwards, by the 36 Geo. III. c. 54, Hmited and declared to extend only to 
the demising, selling, or granting such piece, or pieces of ground, over and above wh^ might be 
neces-sary for making wide and convenient streets as should be in their possession at the time ol 
such demise, sale, or grant, and all covenants and agreements madeby the commissioners for de- 
mising, selling, or granting any piece or pieces of ground not actually in their possession at the 

time of such covenant or assessment were declared void. , or, ttt m i, 

The commissioners having, under the powers given them by the 3U Ueo. 111. c. iy, bor- 
rowed the sum of 77,400Z. upon debentures chargeable upon the coal duty, and that fund 
proving insufBcient to discharge the sum borrowed, and to execute the purposes of the Act, it 
became necessary to provide further funds for those purposes, the A^ 39 Geo. III. c. 53, 
was passed, whereby the owners or occupiers of all houses within the city of Dublin and the limits 
of the circular road were obliged to take out a licence to play at cards m the house, and to pay 
for such licence certain duties ; a further duty was imposed upon persons frequenting club- 
houses ; the amount of sums raised by such duties was vested in the commissioners ot wide streets, 
and they were directed to appropriate the same, in the first place, towards the making a conve- 
nient communication from Carlisle Bridge to the Parliarnent-house, and, m the next place, to 
the opening a convenient communication from Carlisle Bridge, along the river Lraey, to White s 
Lane or George’s Quay. To complete these works the commissionei-s were empowered to bor- 
row a sum of 38,985Z. 19^. 7d. upon debentures charged upon the above duties, ^d payable 
with interest at the rate of 5 per cent. ; but it being found more convenient afterwards to 
. raise such sums by treasury bills, it was, by the 40 Geo. III. c. 60, s. 15, provided that the 
commissioners of the treasury might borrow this, together with a larger sum, then about to be 
raised for other purposes, upon bills payable at the treasury, and hand the said sum to the com- 
missioners of wide streets, who should, half yearly, out of the duties, make provision for the pay- 
ment of the interest, and for the principal, if not renewed ; and for the purpose of secunng such 
iirovisions, the duties were, by the Act, charged with the payment of the treasury bills, ^d, m 
(;ase of defaults in payment at the Exchequer by the commissioners, the duties were from thence- 
forth to vest in His Majesty. , , , , rt ttt m • 

The Act of 39 Geo. III. c. 53, was afterwards amended by the 40 Geo. III. c. 61, in some 
of the details of the proceedings ; one commissioner being enabled to sit and act in all matters 
to be tried by a jury under it ; and the commissioners were empowered to issue debentures, 
chargeable on the coal duty, for the sum of 22,600^., being the remainder of the sum of 
100,000/. which they were, by the 30 Geo. III. c. 19, entitled to raise, payable with interest, at 
the 'rate of 6 per cent., to be applied by them to the same purposes as the sum of 77,400/. 
already raised under it. , , r i i . .u 

Further improvements in the city being considered necessai-y, and the funds placed at the 
disposal of the commissioners being quite inadequate to the execution of them, the Local 
Act, 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv., already noticed in our account of the grand jury taxation, was 
passed ; which enacted, that all the powers and provisions of the fonner Acts should be extended 
to the carrying the new works into execution, pursuant to a map or plan theretofore made, aad 
deposited with the clerk of the peace; and that the commissioners of wide streets, or any three 
of them, might proceed therewith; and, to enable them so to do, it was provided, that whenever 
the commissioners had caused a valuation to be made of any premises necessary to be taken 
possession of for the pui-poses of the improvements, that a copy of the inquisition and finding of 
the jury should be laid before the Coiut -of King’s Bench, on the first sitting-day of Easter or 
Michaelmas terra; and that the court should charge' and diicCt the grand jury of the county of 
the city, and the grand jury of the county of Dublin, to assemble together ; and that it should be 
lawful for them, or twenty-four of them, and they were by the Act required, to present the who e 
amount of such findings ; and that the sums so presented should be raised by two equal instal- 
ments, one in Easter term, and the other in Michaelmas, from all the houses and other building 
in the district of the metropolis ; and for this purpose, that the said houses might be assessed, 
respectively, with any sum not exceeding Ij. in the pound in the yeai-, on the value of the 
houses, as valued for the maintenance of the watch establishment. 

The Act further directed, that the treasurers of the grand juries, respectively, should include 
the sums so presented in their warrants delivered to the collectors ; and that the collector 
should pay the sums, from time to time, as collected, into the Bank of Ireland, to the credit 
of the commissioners of wide streets. _ _ -> t? . 

The collector were by the Act further required, seven days before the sitting-day of Eastei 
and Michaelmas term, to return to the treasurer of the grand juries respectively, correct lists 
of the persons by whom the rates, or any part thereof, remained unpaid; and that the treasurers 
should lay them before the grand juries, who should have power to act, with respect to su 
arrears, as in respect to arrears of other moneys by them presented. 

The commissioners were further by the Act directed to keep separate accounts of moneys 
levied by virtue of this Act ; and that they should not apply the same, or any part 
any other purpose than those specified in the Act, nor any of the moneys levied under farmer 
Acts to the purposes of this. . innnnf)/ 

The Act enabled the commissioners to borrow any sum of money not exceeding 100, U ■> 
upon the credit of the rates, payable with interest not exceeding six per cent. ; and to mortgage 
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‘lay beSe Cort STb ’“T tT’ 

due; and that the court should direct the ™nd juries to li^rtf “‘aaest 

sBSSiSS^ 

commeuccd within seven years from the passinlof it fUth June IShm ^ ^ 
that the commissioner should not be boujd byfhe 

considered the sums found excessive, have the uremisps valoerl ■ “at might, it they 

fte'L^dELifL't^ 

rrrtfSz ^ 

Ge?nrc“ 3lXlf */“■ *® P™™ions of the 23, 24 

No ^ e attending at the mechngs of the board for six months. 

prment tommissio°ners a;rreS“mTn°DSrm ““ 

are suffictent tol?:' Se^'SS ““ " ^ 1.-0 

The Officers are a Secretary, 

Clerk, Officers of. 

Engineer, 

Law Agent, and 
Treasurer. 

J^SIu^ --a,. 

D ., S “ S. r” “ commissioners, uiAr “tSe t ad tf d 

ditt^’ H^:ti;:rtir:ii;roiSerar^ - y- 

His salary is 184^. 12s. 4d. a year. 

Letmies® ' '“'““‘'Ons by jury, and contracts for worts, and in fact are also 

Their salary as clerk is 184f. 12v. 4d. ; and they have also allowances, viz.- 



MUNICIPAL 

REGULATIONS. 



57 Geo. II. cap. 
xxxix. 



11 Geo. IV. cap. cx. 



Number, &e. of 
Commissioners. 



Qualifications of. 
Meetings of Board. 



For office rents 
For i 



£23 

9 



For fees on superintending sales of rents, auctions of materials, I ^ 

agency on receipt of rents, &c., amounting together to . | u2 14 

lyfc%mSTu?r,rfTe"co‘^t®‘’^' ‘he grat'd jury of the city of Dublin, and 30i 

^Thev^also he county, _ under the 47 Geo. fll. cap, Ixxiv. as above mentioned, 

year. ^ schaige the duties of civil engineer, for which they receive a salary of 210/. a 

SSulTsiT ''ntthttUy to these officers, under the above heads, is 

estimatite'‘‘and‘fo‘hw?^Vl^"^^^^ intended improvements, to make plans and 

Thf»™i ° ,^?Fb R 1 ™?'? “f ‘'li'y P™““*- Tito salary is above mentioned, 
to the cfedit of the cS^ndSonl "" Traasnrers, and all moneys are paid into the bank 

is r“mbn”ed rtLr„rf™ ‘‘f “ ““"“'y “tumissioners, and 

Thramom, J?!h T raanher of attorneys, by payment of his bills of costs. 

prior to 1833 w'ere—^‘“ "'ge; the sums paid on account of them in the seven years 

P2 



Law Agent. 
Costs. 
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Under the head of 
Coal Duty. 





£. 


s. 


d. 


1827 . . 


791 


2 


7 .. 


1828 . . 


1,617 


2 


7 .. 


1829 . . 


1,018 


2 


8 .. 


1830 . . 


1,223 


9 


0 .. 


1831 .. 


481 


9 


5 .. 


1832 . . 


1,289 


12 


10 .. 


1833 . . 


160 


3 


9 .. 



£6,581 2 10 

Making on an average 1,375^. 18 j. It/, a 



Under the bead of 

Wide Street Tax. Total. 

£. S. (1. £• S. d. 

424 5 5 .. .. 1,215 8 0 

292 0 2 .. .. 1,909 2 9 

120 17 10 .. .. 1,139 0 7 

6.56 14 4 .. .. 1,880 3 4 

657 18 10 .. .. 1,139 8 3 

643 3 8 .. .. 1,932 16 6 

255 3 8 .. .. 415 7 5 

£3,050 3 11 £9,631 6 9 

year. 



The above sum of 9,63 H. Gs. 9d., paid to the solicitor, is exclusive of a number of other 
charges which appear in the accounts of the Commissioners, and which may properly be con- 
sidered to belong to the head of costs, though entered in the accounts under different heads. 
These, with the amount paid on account of them during the same seven years, are as follows : — 



Compensation to Juries . 
Counsel’s fees 
Clerk of Crown’s fees 
Sums paid to witnesses, &c. 
Advertising . . 



£1,789 4 0 
437 13 0 
75 14 10 
310 5 0 
853 11 1 



£3,466 7 11 

These items, together with the above sum paid to the solicitor, make the amount of law 
expenses during those seven years 13,097/. 14^. Sd., or on an average l,871/-_0^'. 10c/. a year. 

This sum appears very large, but not having had an opportunity of examining the bills of 
costs, we cannot say whether the expense was necessarily incun-ed or the charges reasonable in 
amount. _ 

Some deeds of conveyance, however, of premises, both to and from the Commissioners, were 
before us, which ran, as we think, in their recitals to very unnecessary length ; and it appeared 
that the concise form of mortgage of the rates prescribed by the Act of Parliament had not, in 
all cases, been adopted. 

Payments to Jurors. The large sum of 1,789/. 4^., charged as Compensation to Juries, originates in a practice some 
time since adopted, and noiv sanctioned by a resolution of the Commissioners, of paying a 
guinea a day to all the jurors on the inquisitions. This practice ivas adopted in consequence 
of the findings of the juries, who previously served without recompence, being considered 
very much beyond the value ; and it is stated that the public are much benefited by the 
change, the attendance of a more respectable class of jurors being thus secured, and a 
necessity of so frequently rejecting the findings prevented. 

We had not the means of forming an opinion whether such reasons are sufficient to counter- 
balance the risk of abuse to which the practice is exposed, there being no control over the 
sheriff in making up the panel; and it certainly is a practice not sanctioned by any Act of 
Parliament. 

Funds. 147. The only Funds which the Commissioners have at their disposal, since the coal duty 

cetmed in March, 1832, are, — 

1 . Rents. 1st. The Rents of certain premise.s purchased with the produce of the duty, for the purpose 

of making improvements, and not yet disposed of. These amount to the sum of 564/. 6^. a 

2 . Balance of Coal 2d. A sum of money remaining in hank, being the balance on the account of sums levied 

Duty. for that duty and not yet expended. 

This balance, when the duty ceased, was not of any considerable amount, and, much of the 
expenses of the establishment which the I'ents would not extend to pay having been cast 
upon this fund, it is now almost, if not entirely exhausted. . 

3 . WideSlreet Tax. 3d. The Wide Street Tax, being a tax levied under the 47 Geo. III. cap. Ixxiv. above men- 

tioned, upon all houses in the city and suburbs, and bearing a certain proportion to the watch 
tax. This tax produces from 5,100/. to 5,500/. a year; but complaints are made by the 
commissioners of Wide Streets of the manner in which it is collected, and they seem to think 
that it might he made much more productive. 

The Act directs, that the Grand Juries of the county of the city and county of Dublin should, 
by requisitions signed by their treasurer respectively, require the proper officer to furnish to the 
said treasurer, within twenty days after the end of each term, true and correct lists of all houses 
or other buildings within the district of the metropolis which then were or thereafter should 
be liable to be rated towards the maintenance of the watch establishment of the city, and of 
the valuations according to which such houses or other buildings then were or thereafter 
should be rated towards the maintenance of that establishment ; and also yearly and every year 
during the continuance of any such half-yearly rate, by like requisition, to be made two calen- 
dar months before the sitting-day of Easter term, to require the said officer to furnish to the 
treasurers respectively, within twenty-one days before the sitting-day of Easter term, true and. 
correct lists of all such houses and other buildings within the respective counties as may have 
been valued under the authority of any Act of Parliament for regulating the peace establish- 
ment of the said district, or of any other law subsequent to the then last return made pursu- 
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ant to this Act ; and the said officers were thereby respectively required to transmit to the said municipal 
treasurers respectively, at the respective times, such lists and returns verified by affidavit : and regulations. 
the Act provides that the said treasurers, respectively, shall make the rates by such lists, and 
deliver the same to the collectors, who shall collect and account for the same. 

By the 23d section, the Grand Jury of the county of the city is empowered to present a 
sum of money not exceeding 100^., and the Grand Jury of the county any sum not exceeding 
50Z., ^t each Easter and Michaelmas Tenn, for their respective tresisurers and secretaries in such 
shares as they shall think proper, in consideration of the trouble and expense of the said 
treasurers and secretaries in making out the said lists and returns, and in drawing and enter- 
ing the presentments and making out books of collection. ® 

® obtained abstracts of the Accounts of the Collectors Collection of Wide 

of the Widebtreet lax, showing the arrears, both solvent and insolvent, and returns of the Street Tax. 
coUectoi-s of the watch tax, distinguishing also the solvent and insolvent arrears, have found 
that the aiTeare of wide street tax, returned as insolvent, bear a much larger proportion to the 
sums levied under that tax than the arrears of watch tax to the sums levied for the gamo period 
though the Act imposes the wide street tax upon the same houses, and directs the collection to be 
in the proportion of Is. in the pound on the value as assessed for the watch tax. 

The commissionei-s complain that there is no investigation of the collectors’ returns of insol- 
vent arrears ; but that the collectors having made oath of the correctness of their returns the 
arrears appearing upon them as insolvent are struck out of the collection without further 
inquiry, and not afterwards claimed. They state, also, that the collectors have been accustomed 
tq include in their returns of insolvents’ arrears the amount of the assessments upon certain 
houses, whose owners are perfectly solvent, but who consider themselves exempted, and are so 
admitted by the collectors, as holding certain city and parochial offices, and, as such, not liable 
to the payment of the tax ; and they state, that there is no examination of the lists or of the 
collection, which continue to be made, year after year, by the same persons whose affidavits are 
taken as conclusive and satisfactory, without any check or investigation, though the commis- 
sioners have made complaints on the subject to the city grand juiy. 

With respect to the collection in that part of the metropolis which lies in the County of 
Dublin, the Commissioners state, that they have made application to the grand jury, but have 
not been able to obtain such documents from them as would enable them to examine into the 
mode of collection; but they state, that it appeared by books submitted to their inspection by 
the treasurer of the county, and purporting to be the applotment of the houses in tL county 
of Dublin, subject tq wide street tax, that the applotment contained in it was made in the 
year 1813, and that it appeared by memorandums in it, signed by the treasurer, that additions 
were made to the list on the 27th May, 1815, 5th June, 1816, and 20th May, 1820, after 
which time no additions appeared to have been made ; and, as the treasurer stated that this 
book contained the applotment upon which the collection was then made, they complain that 
the provisions of the 22d and 23d sections of the Act above mentioned (47 Geo. III. cap. ixxiv.) 
are not complied with, and that by reason thereof houses are not regularly brought into charge 
when they ought. o j e g 

The applotment on the county district of the metropolis has continued for the last ten years 
each Easter and Michaelmas term, as follows ; — ^ ’ 



Coolock Barony 
Donore 

St. Sepulchre’s 
St. Patrick’s 
Newcastle 



£330 5 9 
86 14 2 
133 13 3 
13 12 0 
4 5 2 



The surn paid by the collector of Coolock Barony has been 240/. each term, without any 
variation, since Michaelmas, 1826, leaving the same sum, 90/. bs. 9c/., each term as the amount 
0 insolvent arrears. The collector of Newcastle has not paid any thing for several yearn 
alleging that the owners of houses there many years ago effectually resisted the payment of the 
1 district; warrants have been regularly issued each term since for the collection 
ot the above sum, but no levy has been made. 

It appeam, we think, that the mode of collection of this tax has not been under such 
control ot the Corarnissioners of Wide Streets as it should have been, and that the Commis- 
sioners have not sufficient, or indeed any, means or opportunity of checking and regulating the 
collection of the tax, which is now almost their only source of revenue. 

The termination of the coal duty and failure of all funds derived from that source 
ot income, upon which the entire expense of the establishment has hitherto been cast 
(the wide street tax being by the Act allocated to specific purposes), make it quite iiidis- 
pensable that some change should be made in the poivers of the Commissioners, if the 
•establishment be continued. The following is a tabular abstract of the accounts of the -Com- Expenditure 
missioiiers containing a statement of their income and expenditure for the seven years from 
J.W/ to 1833, distinguishing those relating to the coal duty from those on foot of the wide • 
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5,249 
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of *ho y=“ 1833, was but HttecLAxtutls, 

The interest payable to government is upon a sum of 36,8951. 6s. 5rf., which was borrowed Debt, 
from individuals upon the . security of the wide street tax, payable with interest at 6 per cmt 
Government afterwards advanced money to pay off the debt sf q 

5581. 8s. fd. is presented by the grand juries rfL to^^y^thtiVaudtom^ £4Tn ^ 
each Easter and Michaelmas term to pay the interest. ^ ^ ^ ^ -iJiiDiin at 

mese sums, together with the others, presented as instalments, of the sums found from time 
u ^ ‘I>b Acts, amount annually to from 5 lOCK to 

5,500t, being the full amount of Is. iii the pound on the value of homes, according to the 
valuation of the watch tax es ablishment m the city, the maximum of the rate which t& com- 
missioners are empowered to levy. 

Some of the improvements, specified in the several Acts of Parliament, have been long since 
completed, some are still in progress, and othei-s are yet in contemplation. ® 

The taxes we have mentioned, and some other local charges on the city of Dublin the chief V.nTir.o« 
ofwhichis the pipie-water rent hereinafter noticed, are assLed in certata proportionlLliie Sirx terLi^r” 
houses m the city, chiefly in reference to the charge called Minister's Money. We have specified Taxalion. 

some of the proportionate rate in our account of the watch tax, paving tax, &c. Itisusuallv ““‘‘ter's Money. 

computed toat each house, under the various assessments for local taxation, is liable to taxes in 
the pioportion of If. to eimh shilling of the minister's money at which it is rated. Thus a 
house latcd at lOj. minister s money, is computed to be liable in the whole to lOi a year for this and 
the other objects oj local tsmalion. This is m fact rather higher than the exact amount • but it 
shews the effect of the principle hitherto adopted. To that principle very serious ob ectlons 
S'ltStnsMor"^^^^^^ “f D"“in has beeniiade a 

IU8 Si.''" “‘““lolled in the year 1665, by the Irish statute. 

This statute enables the lord-lieutenant, or chief governor, and six ormore of the privv 
council of Ireland, to allot any sums to be paid to the respective incumbents within the city anl 
subuibs of Dubbn arid liberties thereto adjoining (and other cities and towns corporate/ who 
have actual cure of souls in each parish, out of each house and houses belonging to the parish 
whe her by apportioning the saidmoney and payments according to the yearly falSe of eaSoSe 
or otherwise, so as the same exceed not twelve-pence for every pound of the yearly value of each 
house-such yearly value to be intended as the same shall be valued on oath b/persons to bt 
autliorized by commiteion under the great seal, by direction of the lord-lieuten/nf &c for the 
time being , in which valuation, if it shall happen that any house shall be valued above 60f 
pel an lunp yet the commissioners arc to return such house, but at 60f. per annum. 

Under this statute, valuations have been made from time to time in the several parishes • and 

very eaily date, and were made in some of the parishes, when they in fact were the chief resi- 
rfbnilf Olimges of times and fashion— the natural decay 

of buildings— and thepropss of improvement in more modern parts of the city— have produced 
in almost a 1 the ancient distncts a gradual deterioration in the vvdue of the hoies, and a serious 
chsuij^ for the worse m the condition and ability of the classes which inhabit them. The valua- 
tions for mmister s money remain, however, unchanged ; and it in consequence happens that the 
utmost inequality of taxation prevails throughout the city, especially inVe ancieift and most 
impoverished districts. The pressure of this inequality has a tendency to aggravate the evil which 
produces it, and to deprep still lower the value of property thus enciLberfd 

i! f“' minister's money, many houses are rated for taxes on a 

-U-i-Ilyptesentingalarg: 

ve,/'Tsor*°to'“’ ‘"1"“'“= >>eon long complained of, and at length, in the M.y,,- 

totio?ofDub ?n^'T^^^ the committee of the House of Commons on^the local 

teatioiiolDublin,inl822aiiActotParliamentwaspassed(5Geo. IV.cap. cxviii. local and oer- 
Comm' *'*’’™ ’’"* General "Vtaluation of houses in the city of Dublm 

OctoE “'“Act who completed their valuation to the 20th 

bv ord/ of th U f n Government on the 1 8th June, 1 830. It has been since printed 

tintoiS tifr/b have yet been 

r u " ‘ ‘““‘'ees of the grievances we have noticed. ‘ 

■ine lollowing are some of the general results of the valuation : 

Parishes, &c. 

St. Peter 
St. Mark 
St. Anne 
St. Andrew • 

St. John 
St. Werburgh- 
St. Bridget 
St. Midiael - . 

St. Nicholas Within- 



of Houses. 


Valuation. 


Minister’s Money 


Proportion of Minister's 
Money to Valuation. 


2,260 


£124,165 


£1086 


1-1 15th 


1,076 


38,592 


330 


1-1 17th 


785 


56,812 


588 


l-95th 


731 


46,022 


529 


I-87th 


291 


9,846 


118 


l-83d 


214 


11,602 


200 


l-58th 


732 


23,377 


286 


. l-81st 


112 


3,670 


50 


l-73d 


103 


3,929 


38 


1-lOlst 
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Parishes, &c. No 

St. Nicholas Without 
St. Patrick’s Liberty 
St. Audeon 
St. Catherine 
St. Luke 
St. James 
St. Thomas 
St. George 
St. Mary 
St. Michan 
St. Paul 

Grange Goranan 



871 

123 

426 

1,264 

337 

625 

1,373 

1,261 

2,018 

1,464 

786 

472 

17,324 



Valuation. 

18,226 

3,027 

19,399 

31,921 

7,654 

13,176 

65,537 

63,900 

91,895 

43,568 

21,632 

6,102 

704,752 



Minister’s Money Proportion of Minister’s 
as rated. Money to Valuation. 

207 ‘ l-88th 

fExtra parochial.) 

220 . 1-S8th , 

395 . l-80th 

92 . l-83d 

109 . l-120th 

684 . i-95th 

628 . 1-lOlst 

974 . l-94th 

488 • . l-90th 

255 . l-83d 

(Not rated to Minister’s Money.) 

7,277 



Average proportion of minister’s money to amount of valuation, omitting Patrick’s Liberty 
"‘"iSaglySuroTalTth^^^^^ parish, according to the 

by the commissioners, and number of houses not rated over lOh annual value m each pansh 



St. Peter 
St. Mark 
St. Anne 
St. Andreiv 
St. John 
St. Wci'burgh 
St. Bi-idget 
St. Michael 
St. Nicholas Within 
St. Nicholas Without 
St. Patrick’s Liberty 
St. Audeon 
St. Catherine 
St Luke 
St. James 
St. Thomas 
St. George 
St. Thorny 
St Michan 
St. Paul 
Grange Gorman 



£55 5 


0 


397 


about 


l-6th 


35 17 


3 


235 


„ 


l-4th 


73 18 


8 


17 


„ 


l-46th 


62 19 


1 


17 




l-43rd 


33 16 


8 


36 


„ 


l-8th 


58 0 


2 


7 




]-30th 


311 8 


8 


66 


„ 


1-llth 


32 15 


4 


17 


„ 


l-6th 


38 2 


10 


8 


, 


l-13th 


20 16 


2 


217 


„ 


l-4th 


24 12 


2 


31 


„ 


l-4th 


45 10 


9 


59 




l-7th 


25 5 


0 


352 


„ 


l-7th 


22 14 


3 


111 


„ 


l-3rd 


21 1 


7 


264 


„ 


5-12th 


47 14 


7 


221 


„ 


l-6th 


50 13 


8 


293 


„ 


l-4th 


45 10 


9 


192 


„ 


1-lOth 


29 15 


2 


252 


„ 


l-6th 


27 10 


5 


180 


„ 


l-4th 


12 18 


6 


249 




l-2d 


; houses in the several 


parishes 


£ 40 


13 7 


rer 10/. 






3,211 


0 0 



Bv the 12th section of the Act the commissioners were directed to distribute and divide all 
the houses and premises valued by them “into such number of classes or divisions as the several 
gi-adations in value of such houses and premises shall, m^the opinion of the commissioneis, 
render necessary, not exceeding twenty classes in the whole. ■ v + ,-i 

They accordingly divided the houses, &c. into twenty classes, according to the following 
<jradations. We annex the total number of houses returned in eacli class 
° Total Number 



1. 


Houses exceeding £300 annual value 








45 


2. 


„ above 


250 and to £300 inclusive 








21 


3. 




200 „ 


250 








61 


4. 


» 


150 „ 


200 








25 


5. 


” 


125 „ 


150 








270 


6. 




100 „ 


125 








383 


7, 




80 „ 


100 








691 


8. 




70 „ 


80 








545 


9. 




60 „ 


70 








936 


10. 




50 „ 


60 








1,141 


11, 




45 , 


50 








858 


12. 


» » 


40 , 


45 








834 


13. 




35 , 


40 








1,176 


14. 


„ » 


30 , 


35 








1,138 


15. 




25 , 


30 








1,240 


16. 


” 


20 , 


25 








1,315 


17. 




15 , 


20 








1,332 


18. 


” ” 


10 , 


15 








1,860 


19. 




5 . 


10 








1,657 


20. 


„ at and under 5 










1,554 
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